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COMMUNICATION 


Department  of  Common  Schools,  > 

Harrixhurg.  December  2,  1873.  > 

rj'c  His  Excellency  John  F.  Hartranft, 

Governor  of  the.  Commonwealth  of  Pennxyleania  : 

Sir: In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I   have  the  honor  to 

submit,  herewith,  the  .-1111111:11  report  of  the   Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  for  tin-  year  ending  June  2,  1K78. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

J.   P.  VWOKEKSHAM. 

S/iji'/  of  < 'ommon  Sellouts. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Senate   and   House  of  Representatives  of  the    Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania  : 

Gentlemen: — Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  gen- 
eral statement  showing  the  present  condition  of  our  common  school  system. 
and  presenting,  as  you  will  be  gratified  to  notice,  striking  evidences  of  its 
growth  and  prosperity.  Our  people,  a  little  slower  than  those  of  some 
other  sections  of  the  country  in  giving  full  support  to  the  policy  of  estab- 
lishing free  schools,  have  now  become  well  convinced  that  universal  edu- 
cation, necessary  to  the  very  existence  of  a  government  like  ours,  can  only 
be  secured  by  a  system  of  public  instruction;  and,  in  accordance  with 
these  convictions,  as  the  figures  of  the  statement  emphatically  show,  are 
putting  forth  efforts  to  bring  knowledge  within  the  reach  of  all,  as  earnest 

as  they  are  commendable. 

( 

GENERAL    STATEMENT. 

Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State 2,  050 

Number  of  schools 16,  305 

Number  of  graded  schools 5,  301 

Number  of  school  directors 13.  576 

Number  of  superintendents 86 

Number  of  teachers L9, 089 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month §42  69 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month 34   92 

A  verage  length  of  school  term  in  months 6.67 

Number  of  pupils 834,020 

A  verage  number  of  pupils 511,  41s 

Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  registered.  .  0 1 

A  vi' rage  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil .96 

( lost  of  tuition  for  the  year $4,  325,  797  47 

<  lost  of  building,  purchasing  and  renting  school  houses. ...  1,  753,  812  36 

Cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  debt  and  interest  paid 2, 155,510  58 

Total" cost  for  tuition,  building,  fuel  and  contingencies.  . .  .  8,235, 120  41 

Total  cost,  including  expenditures  of  all  kinds 8,  345,  836  41 

Estimated  value  of  school  property 21,750,209  00 
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Including  $467,132  84,  the  amount  expended  in  support  of  the  orphan 
schools,  the  total  sum  expended  for  school  purposes  under  the  direction  of 
the  School  Department  for  the  year  1873,  was  $8,812,969   25. 

The  most  important  of  these  items  as  compared  with  those  of  last  year. 
are  as  follows  : 

Increase  in  number  of  districts '-- 

Increase  in  number  of  schools 306 

Increase  in  number  of  graded  schools 309 

Increase  in  number  of  school  directors 120 

Increase  in  number  of  superintendents 1 

Increase  in  number  of  teachers 721 

Increase  in  the  average  salary  of  male  teachers  pel"  month.  .  .  $0.98 

Increase  in  the  average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month .  .  0.32 

Increase  in  average  length  of  school  term ('.  days. 

Decrease  in  number  of  pupils 293 

Decrease  in  average  number  of  pupils 24.  803 

Increase  in  cost  of  tuition $221,523  94 

Decrease  in  cost  of  buildings,  fuel,  contingencies,  &c 219.  47(1  31 

Increase  in  cost  of  expenditures  of  all  kinds 763   63 

The  increase  in  the  length  of  the  school  term  is  owing  to  the  law  of  1872, 
making  the  minimum  school  term  live  instead  of  four  months.  It  is  grati- 
fying that  with  this  increase  of  term,  teachers'  salaries  were  also  increased. 

Nothing  shows  more  strikingly  the  vigorous  growth  of  our  education:1. 1 
system  than  the  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  graded  schools. 

The  cause  of  the  decrease  in  the  average  number  of  pupils  in  attendance 
was  the  long,  cold  winter  and  the  great  quantities  of  snow  that  almost  stop- 
ped travel  in  some  parts  of  the  State  for  days  together. 

Our  school  houses  costs  over  $1,000,000  less  than  for  the  preceding  year, 
thus  showing  that  our  pressing  wants  in  this  respect  have  been  supplied. 
Henceforth  for  some  years,  we  can  direct  our  chief  energies  to  making. im- 
provements in  the  schools  themselves. 

In  connection  with  the  general  statement  of  our  school  statistics  for  the 
past  year,  I  present  below  a  table  showing  the  educational  growth  of  the 
State  during  the  past  decade.  Since  1867,  this  growth  has  been  truly  won- 
derful, probably  exceeding  that  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 
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TABLE  —  showing  the  educational  growth  in  the  past  ten   years 
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TABULAR    STATEMENTS. 

Appended  to  this  report  will  be  found  the  usual  tabular  statements,  as 
follows:  A,  showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  school  districts  of  the 
Commonwealth,  excluding  Philadelphia ;  B,  showing  the  condition  of  the 
system  for  the  school  year  18T3,  excluding  Philadelphia;  C,  showing  the 
school  statistics  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1872; 
I),  showing  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  school  year  1813,  in  com- 
parison with  its  condition  for  the  school  year  1872,  excluding  Philadelphia: 
E,  showing  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  school 
year  ending  December  31,  1872,  in  comparison  with  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1871;  P,  showing  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  school 
year  1873,  in  comparison  with  its  condition  for  the  school  year  1872.  in- 
cluding Philadelphia  ;  Gr,  showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  for 
the  general  system  ;  H,  showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  for  its 
own  support ;  I,  showing  the  estimates  of  appropriations  needed  for  the 
general  system  and  the  School  Department  for  1875  ;  J,  showing  the  amount 
of  State  appropriation  paid  to  the  State  Normal  schools ;  K,  showing  what 
has  been  done  under  the  law  of  1868,  relative  to  non-accepting  school  dis- 
tricts ;  L,  showing  the  estimated  value  of  the  school  property  of  the  State; 
M,  showing  the  number  of  permanent  certificates  granted;  N,  showing  the 
condition  and  working  of  the  system,  as  exhibited  by  the  reports  of  the 
County  and  City  Superintendents ;  O.  showing  the  condition  and  working 
of  the  school  system  of  Pittsburg,  as  exhibited  by  the  City  Superintend- 
ent;  P,  showing  the  educational  statistics  of  cities  and  boroughs  having 
five  thousand  inhabitants  and  upwards;  (v).  showing  statistics  of  teachers1 
institutes;  R,  showing  statistics  of  State  Normal  schools;  S,  showing 
statistics  of  colleges  ;  and  T,  showing  statistics  of  academies.  The  only 
additional  statement  not  heretofore  given   in  the  reports  of  this  Depart- 
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ment,  is  that  relating  to  the  school  statistics  of  cities  and  towns  of  five 
thousand  inhabitants  and  upwards.  This  is  a  valuable  table  as  it  stands, 
but  it  will  be  made  more  full  next  year.  Some  of  our  cities  and  towns  will 
hardly  be  pleased  with  themselves  when  they  come  to  contrast  the  condi- 
tion of  their  school  affairs  with  that  of  other  places. 

The  statements,  as  a  whole,  express  much  better  than  any  form  of  words 
could  do,  the  state  of  education  in  all  its  branches  among  us,  and  to  them 
all  persons  seeking  accurate  information  on  the  subject  are  respectfully  re- 
ferred. 

REPORTS. 

The  reports  of  the  several  School  Superintendents  of  counties,  cities  and 
boroughs,  and  those  of  the  principals  of  the  State  Normal  schools,  will  be 
found  in  their  proper  places,  and  give  in  detail  an  account  of  the  important 
interests  of  which  they  have  charge. 

CONFERENCES. 

It  lias  been  customary  ever  since  the  establishment  of  the  office  to  hold 
i  leriodically  meetings  of  the  County  Superintendents.     These  meetings  con- 
tinuihg  in  session  but  a  day  or  two,  did  not  always  prove  very  fruitful  in 
good.     In  order  to  avoid  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  a  large  convention, 
and  to  bring  those  interested  face  to  face  with  the  most  important  educa- 
•  i  questions  demanding  consideration,  a  series  of  private  conferences, 
;  composed  of  the  officers  of  the  School  Department  and  the  Superin- 
lents  of  a  particular  portion  of  the  State,  were  held  during  the  months 
of  May  and  June.     Two  of  these  meetings  were  held  at  Harrisburg,  and 
others  at  Reading, Williamsport,  Pittsburg,  Franklin  and  Scranton.    Nearly 
all  the  Superintendents  were  in  attendance.     The  leading  subjects  discussed 
were  grades  of  schools,  courses  of   study,  teachers'   institutes,  Normal 
schools,  the  examination  of  teachers,  the  visitation  of  schools,  school  super- 
vision, reports  to   School   Department,  and  bringing  absent  children  to 
school.     Concerning  the  results  of  these  conferences,  I  now  endorse  what 
then  appeared  in  the  official  department  of  the   School  Journal:    "Much 
w;is  expected,"  says  the  School  Journal.   '•  from  this  form  of  consultation, 
but  the  results  have  surpassed  all  expectations.     Never  before  have  such 
fruitful  educational   meetings  been  held   in   the    State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Never  before  have  school  officers  obtained  so  clear  a  view  of  what  needs 
doing.     And  never  before  have   such   efforts  been   made  to  organize  the 
s  that  are  wanted  to  do  it.     Unless  we  greatly  miscalculate  their  sig- 
nificance, these  conferences  will  mark  a  new  era  in  educational  progress 
among  us." 
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WORK   OF   THE   DEPUTIES. 

Henry  Houck,  of  Lebanon  count}-,  has  been,  since  1868,  Deputy  State 
Superintendent.  His  services  have  been  equally  faithful  and  efficient, 
whether  rendered  in  the  office  or  in  the  field.  For  the  past  year  his  work 
has  been  mainly  at  his  desk  in  the  Department.  The  Legislature  of  11S72 
authorized  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Deputy  Superintendent,  but 
owing-  to  certain  comjilications  connected  with  the  appointment,  the  office 
was  filled  for  one  year  by  several  gentlemen  acting  as  special  deputies.  On 
the  1st  of  June,  1873,  Prof.  Robert  Curry,  of  Pittsburg,  was  appointed 
Deputy  Superintendent  under  the  law,  and  has  since  that  time  acted  in  that 
capacity.  His  field  of  labor,  as  well  as  that  of  the  special  deputies  of  the 
preceding  year,  have  been  altogether  outside  of  the  rooms  of  the  Depart- 
ment. They  have  been  engaged  in  assisting  at  the  examinations  of  the 
graduating  classes  of  the  Normal  schools,  attending  the  conferences  with 
the.  Superintendents,  gathering  statistics  in  reference  to  children  not  in 
school,  giving  instruction  at  institutes,  &c. 

W.  W.  Woodruff,  of  Bucks  county,  a  gentleman  of  much  experience  in 
school  affairs,  was  deputized  last  April  to  visit  the  mills,  factories,  mines. 
poor-houses,  &c,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  and  ascertain  the  educa- 
tional condition  of  the  children  found  therein.  This  duty  he  performed 
very  satisfactorily,  and  a  brief  paper  on  the  subject,  prepared  by  him,  will 
he  found  appended  to  this  report.  Prof.  Curry  also  made  some  similar 
investigations  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  but  as  he  proposes  to  con- 
tinue them,  his  report  will  not  be  presented  until  next  year. 

DISTRICT    FINANCES. 

The  taxes  levied  and  collected  for  school  purposes  throughout  the  State 
last  year  reach  over  $8,000,000.  All  this  money  comes  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  primary  importance  to  them  that  the 
management. of  the  school  finances  in  every  district  be  judicious,  economi- 
cal and  honest.  While  it  is  certainly  true  that  the  financial  trust  placed 
in  the  hands  of  school  directors  is  in  a  vast  majority  of  cases  faithfully  ad- 
ministered, it  is  painful  to  admit  that  somewhat  of  the  recklessness,  if  not 
dishonesty,  that  too  often  characterizes  the  handling  of  public  mone}^  in 
these  times,  is  chargeable  now  and  then  against  those  who  are  the  chosen 
guardians  of  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  Commonwealth.  Shame, 
that  such  a  sacred  trust  should  be  thus  contaminated  !  The  law,  perhaps, 
does  not  provide  sufficient  safeguards  for  the  money  raised  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  those  that  are  provided  are  not  always  enforced.  It  is  the  duty 
of  every  board  of  directors  to  require  sufficient  security  from  its  treasurer 
and  collector,  and  near  the  end  of  the  year  to  make  a  settlement  be- 
tween them,  to   see   that   the   treasurer's  accounts  are  properly  audited 
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by  the'  township  auditors,  and  to  publish  in  a  conspicuous  manner  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  year.  Not  one  of  these 
duties  can  be  legally  neglected,  and  yet  there  are  hundreds  of  districts 
that  overlook  one  or  more  of  them,  and  some  that  habitually  overlook 
them  all.  As  the  law  now  stands  there  seems  to  be  no  sufficient  authority, 
without  recourse  to  the  courts,  to  compel  school  directors  to  perform  their 
duties  in  the  respects  named.  A  change  in  the  law  should  provide  a  remedy 
for  this  growing  evil. 

RECUSANT    DISTRICTS. 

There  is  hut  a  single  district  in  the  State  that  has  not  now  in  operation 
■;  system  of  common  schools,  the  small  district  of  Overheld,  in  the  county 
of  Wyoming.  In  1868  there  were  twenty-four  recusant  districts  in  eleven 
different  counties,  and  with  some  five  thousand  children  of  school  age.'  By 
the  act  of  that  year,  and  the  earnest  efforts  made  under  it.  twenty-three  of 
these  districts  have  voluntarily  put  free  schools  in  operation,  and  Overfleld 
alone  is  wanted  to  close  up  the  column.  It  is  hoped  that  this  district  will 
Dot  remain  long  in  such  an  isolated  position. 

The  facts  now  stated  suggest  an  important  circumstance  connected  with 
the  history  of  the  common  school  system  in  this  State.  The  earlier  laws 
establishing  and  improving  tin1  system  of  common  schools,  left  it  to  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  to  say  whether  they  would  have  free  schools  or  riot. 
Districts  adopted  the  system,  therefore,  only  as  fast  as  the  affirmative  votes 
of  a  majority  of  citizens  could  be  procured.  By  the  year  1S49,  so  many 
districts  had  put  the  law  in  force,  that  it  was  made  general;  but  no  means  of 
enforcing  it  in  recusant  districts  were  provided  except  the  loss  of  the  State 
appropriation.  In  1868,  as  has  been  said,  twenty-lour  districts  still  had  no 
free  schools,  and  few  of  any  kind  :  now  there  is  but  one  of  this  class,  all  the 
others  having  of  their  own  accord,  by  the  free  suffrages  of  a  majority  of 
the  people,  put  the  system  in  operation.  Truly,  ours  are  the  people's 
uchools. 

SOME    DARK    PLACES. 

Statement  X.  showing  the  condition  and  working  of  the  system  as  exhibi- 
ted by  the  reports  of,  the  Superintendents,  is.  with  its  many  omissions  and 
imperfections,  a  very  complete  and  valuable  table.  Most  of  the  Superintend- 
ents gathered  the  statistics  and  compiled  their  reports  with  scrupulous  care; 
if  all  hail  done  so,  no  work  of  the  kind  heretofore  prepared  in  this  State,  or 
perhaps  in  any  other,  would  have  contained  so  much,  so  accurate  or  so  im- 
portant information  in  a  form  so  condensed.  As  it  is  the  figures  given  must- 
he  considered  as  expressing  only  an  approximation  to  the  truth  ;  but  even  If 
they  do  no  more,  they  indicate  with  sufficient  clearness,  the  bright  and  dark 
places  in  the  present  condition  and  practical  working  of  our  system  of  public 
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schools.  Trusting  that  the  bright  places,  and  there  are  many  of  them,  will 
attract  of  themselves  the  notice  they  deserve ;  ungracious  as  the  task  is,  I 
desire  to  point  out  a  few  that  are  dark. 

Unimproved  School  Grounds. — Out  of  the  grounds  attached  to  our  12,137 
school  houses,  only  1,201  are  reported  as  being  suitably  improved,  that  is. 
as  being  neatly  fenced,  free  from  rubbish  of  any  kind,  planted  with  shade 
trees,  and  properly  prepared  as  a  place  for  the  plays  of  children.  Doubt- 
Less  many  of  these  grounds,  not  included  in  the  list  of  those  suitably  im- 
proved, have  one  or  more  of  the  requisites  named,  but  should  not  even- 
school  ground  have  all  of  them  ? 

Bad  Ventilation. — Five  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-live  school 
houses  are  reported  as  having  no  better  means  of  ventilation  than  apertures 
in  ceilings,  transoms  over  doors,  or  raising  and  lowering  windows  furnish  ; 
many,  indeed,  have  not  these  imperfect  modes  of  purifying  the  air. 

Unsuitable  Privies. — A  suitable  privy  is  defined  to  be  one  with  separate 
apartments  for  boys  and  girls,  clean,  and  accessible,  without  unnecessary 
exposure.  It  is  not  a  mark  of  high  civilization  that  4,658  of  our  school 
houses  are  without  these  necessary  appendages  of  a  suitable  kind ;  many 
hundreds  of  them,  indeed,  are  without  any  at  all.  The  pressing  call  for 
reform  in  this  matter  is,  I  trust,  sufficient  apology  for  speaking  of  it  here. 

No  Apparatus. — Teachers  need  tools,  but  5,702  of  our  school  houses  have 
no  school  apparatus  worth  mentioning — none  at  all  except,  perhaps,  a  small 
black-board  or  a  single  "map  or  chart. 

Want  of  Qualifications  on  the  part  of  Teachers.— Of  the  15,003  teachers 
receiving  certificates  to  teach  during  the  year,  only  374  were  found  to  have 
a  ••  thorough  "  knowledge  of  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography  and 
grammar,  and  that  practical  preparation  for  their  profession  which  ensures 
success.  If  to  this  number  there  be  added  all  who  taught  during  the  past 
year,  holding  professional  and  permanent  certificates  and  Normal  school 
diplomas,  it  will  be  found  that  we  have  only  about  2,500  teachers  fully 
qualified  for  their  work.  Many  who  hold  professional  certificates,  it  is  true, 
are  counted  good  teachers ;  but  they  are  good  only  as  apprentices. 

Negligent  Directors. — The  law  requires  directors  to  visit  the  schools  under 
their  charge  at  least  once  a  month.  Only  3,725,  less  than  one-fourth,  were 
thus  visited. 

SCHOOL    STATISTICS. 

Reliable  statistics  are  the  backbone  of  any  system  of  operations.  To 
estimate  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  value  of  a  school  system  in  a 
broad  sense,  there  are  four  classes  of  facts  that  seem  indispensable  :  First, 
the  number  of  children  to  be  educated ;  second,  the  number  that  attend 
school ;  third,  the  average  daily  attendance,  and,  fourth,  the  percentage  of 
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attendance.  In  Pennsylvania,  we  have  moans  of  ascertaining-  the  three 
last  named  facts,  but  no  accurate  enumeration  of  all  the  children  in  the 
State  of  school  age  lias  ever  been  made.  The  United  States  census  of  1870 
makes  the  number  of  children  in  the  State, between  five  and  eighteen  years 
of  age  1,076,040.  The  school  age  with  us  is  between  six  and  twenty-one. 
and  the  probable^  number  of  persons  between  these  ages  is  now  about 
1.200. (MM).  Of  these  we  had  enrolled  during  the  past  year,  in  public  schools, 
834,020;  in  private  schools,  soldiers1  orphans'  schools,  orphan  homes  and 
asylums,  academies,  colleges,  &c,  probably  50.000  more,  making  in  all 
884,020,  or  in  round  numbers  000,000.  Of  the  300,000  children  of  school 
age  not  in  school,  the  great  majority,  without  doubt,  are  between  fifteen 
and  twenty-one  years  of  age,  have  obtained  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  edu- 
cation, and  are  engaged  in  learning  trades.  &c. ;  but  a  careful  observer  can- 
not but  be  convinced  that  there  are  man}'  thousands  of  our  }-outh  growing 
up  to  manhood  almost  wholly  ignorant  and  uncared  for.  A  school  system 
ought  to  reach  down  to,  take  hold  of  and  lift  up  every  child  within  the  field 
of  its  operations.  And  yet  no  steps  can  be  taken  wisely  looking  to  this 
end  until  it  is  known  who  and  where  these  neglected  children  are,  what  they 
are  doing,  and  why  they  have  not  attended  school.  For  this  purpose.  I 
again  recommend  the  Legislature  to  make  provision  for  taking  a  school 
census  at  the  time  of  making  the  next  triennial  assessment  throughout  the 
State,  and  every  third  year  thereafter. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

Philadelphia  has  much  connected  with  her  system  of  public  schools  of 
which  she  has  a  light  to  be  proud.  In  1818,  sixteen  years  before  the 
adoption  of  the  general  law  of  the  State  establishing  free  schools,  she  put 
in  operation  her  present  system,  and  her  example  had  much  to  do  in  stimu- 
lating State  action  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  popular  education  Indeed, 
some  of  her  leading  and  most  public  spirited  citizens  formed  a  society  for 
the  special  purpose  of  promoting  the  spread  of  public  schools,  and  as  an 
organization  it  continued  for  years  to  hold  meetings,  make  reports,  pass 
resolutions  and  promulgate  facts — seed  that  eventually  grew  and  ripened 
into  fruit  in  the  passage  of  the  school  law  of  1834.  Mr.  John  Breck,  the 
author  of  that  law.  was  a  Senator  from  Philadelphia,  and  came  to  Harris* 
burg  moved  by  the  spirit  of  the  society  referred  to. 

The  system,  of  free  schools  planted  in  Philadelphia  more  than  a  half  a  cen- 
tury ago  has  grown  with  the  growth  of  the  city  until  now  it  embraces  425 
school  houses.  1.742  teachers.  148,511  pupils,  and.  excluding  the  scholars  of 
the  night  schools,  an  average  attendance  of  72,025.  The  city  expended  the 
past  year  for  school  purposes  the  sum  of  $1,381,460  54,  and  the  value  of  its 
school  property  is  not  much  less  than  &5. 000. 000.     The  school  houses,  for 
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comfort  and  convenience,  if  not  for  st3'le,  are  equal  to  those  of  any  other  city 
in  the  Union.  The  list  of  controllers  and  directors  contains  the  names  of 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens,  and  among  them  could  be  named 
men  whose  zeal  in  the  cause  of  popular  education  is  worthy  of  all  prai 
The  Boys'  High  school  is  usually  attended  by  about  600  students,  and  is  one 
of  the  best  managed  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  country.  The  Girls'  High 
and  Normal  school  wins  words  of  praise  from  every  visitor.  Among  the 
teachers  in  the  lower  grades  of  schools  there  are  many  who  are  able  and 
earnest  in  their  calling.  A  number  of  night  schools  are  open  in  different \  la  rts 
of  the  city  during  the  winter  season,  for  all  without  regard  to  age.  se>.  or 
color,  who  desire  their  advantages  and  are  unable  to  attend  the  day  schools. 
A  school  of  artisans,  made  up  mosthy  of  practical  mechanics  from  the  mills 
and  shops  of  the  city,  has  been  in  operation  for  several  years  with  a  good 
attendance  and  good  results.  A  Avell  planned  course  of  study,  including 
vocal  music  and  drawing,  has  been  adopted  for  the  schools  of  all  grades. 

So  much  can  fairly  be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  system  of  public  educa- 
tion as  it  exists  in  Philadelphia ;  but  her  best  school  men  will  thank  me 
for  adding  that  as  an  organization  this  system  needs  some  amendment.  \ 
will  state  briefly  in  what  respects : 

1.  The  opportunities  of  obtaining  a  higher  education  are  too  limited.. 
The  head  of  the  system  is  too  small  for  the  bod}-.  One  High  school  for 
hoys,  accommodating  600  pupils,  is  not  enough.  Instead  of  hundreds, 
there  ought  to  be  thousands  pursuing  the  high  school  course.  The  want 
can  scarcely  be  supplied  Ivy  adopting  the  costly  expedient  of  advanced  de- 
partments in  the  grammar  schools.  The  St.  Louis  plan  of  branch  Hifi 
schools,  located  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  seems  much  better  adapted 
to  the  end. 

•2.  The  Girls'  High  and  Normal  school  should  be  made  strictly  a  profes- 
sional school,  a  school  for  the  training  of  teachers;  and  if  the  author::'.  - 
are  not  yet  ready  to  educate  boys  and  girls  together,  a  High  school  or 
several  High  schools  for  girls  should  be  established.  No  one  institution 
can  perform  well  the  functions  of  a  High  and  Normal  school.  Boston  has 
abandoned  the  effort  to  combine  the  tAvo,  and  Philadelphia  should  do  the 
same.  And  as  to  High  schools  for  girls,  under  a  common  school  system. 
ought  not  one  man's  daughters  to  have  as  good  a  chance  to  obtain  an 
education  as  another  man's  sons  ? 

3.  The  functions  of  the  local  boards  of  directors  and  the  central  board, 
of  control  should  be  completely  harmonized.  These  bodies  as  they  now 
stand  seem  clumsy,  and  they  sometimes  clash.  A  better  organization 
would  work  with  increased  force  and  in  more  unity. 

4.  The  school  taxes  should  be  levied  and  collected  as  such,  and  be  !: 

as  a  separate  fund  to  be  drawn  upon  at  the  discretion  of  the  proper  school 
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authorities,  who  should  be  held  directly  responsible  for  all  expenditures. 
The  best  working  school  systems  in  the  country  are  independent  and  self- 
governed. 

5.  The  most  pressing  educational  want  of  Philadelphia  is  better  super- 
vision. An  army  might  as  well  be  left  without  a  commander,  a  factory  or 
railroad  without  a  head  to  direct,  as  for  a  system  of  schools  to  be  allowed 
to  run  without  the  guiding  hand  of  a  Superintendent.  And  this  supervi- 
sion should  be  constant,  close  and  skillful.  The  city  should  have  a  Gene- 
ral Superintendent,  but  one  man  cannot  perform  all  the  work  that  pres- 
sinuh  needs  doing-.  If,  in  addition  to  a  general  officer,  our  State  law  in 
reference  to  school  Superintendents  in  cities  and  boroughs,  were  extended 
to  the  several  sections  of  the  city,  and  the  principals  of  the  grammar 
schools  or  some  other  competent  persons  were  made  sectional  Superinten- 
dents, it  would  constitute  a  system  of  supervision  unequalled  by  any  with 
which  I  am  acquainted.  The  expense  of  such  a  system  would  be  consid- 
erable, but  every  man  with  experience  in  such  matters  will  admit  that  the 
efficiency  of  the  schools  would  be  doubled  and  trebled  thereby. 

6.  The  time  has  come,  too,  when  the  wisdom  of  a  school  organization  in 
Philadelphia  separate  from  that  of  the  rest  of  the  State,  ma}-  well  be  ques- 
tioned. Philadelphia  has  special  school  necessities  which  of  course  must 
ever  be  met  by  special  provisions  of  law;  but  all  these  she  could  have  and 
still  allow  her  system  of  schools  to  be  organically  connected  with  that  of 
i  he  State.  I  firmly  believe  that  neither  party  would  lose  anything  and 
that  both  would  be  gainers  by  such  a  union.  It  would  do  more  than  all 
else  to  make  our  people  one.  Still,  occupying  the  position  I  do,  I  will 
make  no  special  elfort  to  bring  about  the  change.  The  first  movement  to- 
wards it  must  be  made  by  Philadelphia  and  Philadelphians.  They  know 
what  is  best  for  their  own  interests  and  dignity,  but  I  may  be  allowed  to 
assure  all  concerned  that  our  hands  shall  be  clasped  in  hers  as  soon  as  she 
is  ready  to  stretch  them  forth  for  that  purpose.  And,  perhaps,  it  can  be 
asked  with  propriety  whether,  in  view  of  the  approaching  Centennial,  the 
present  is  not  a  fit  time  to  perfect  our  whole  school  organization,  and 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  to  the  honor  of  the  State  to  present  to  the 
eyes  of  the  world  on  that  great  occasion,  one  whole  harmonious  system  for 
the  education  of  the  people,  than  a  system  broken  into  fragments  or  marred 
by  divisions  ? 

PITTSBUKO. 

No  city  in  the  whole  country  has  made  more  rapid  progress  in  her  school 
affairs  within  the  past  half  a  dozen  years  than  Pittsburg.  Her  system  is 
now  well  organized,  embracing  a  central  and  local  boards  of  directors  with 
duties  well  defined  :  a  City  Superintendent  with  an  adequate  clerical  force  ; 
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324  teachers  and  19,829  pupils  ;  schools  well  graded  with  a  High  school  for 
both  sexes  complete  in  all  its  equipments;  a  commercial  department  and 
a  department  for  the  training  of  teachers ;  good  school  houses,  that  used 
for  the  High  school  being  the  best  in  the  State  ;  school  property  valued  at 
$1,81G,300;  a  live  institute  for  the  improvement  of  teachers  ;  night  schools, 
.and  a  public  school  for  the  deaf  and  dumb.  Pittsburg  taxes  herself  very 
heavily  for  school  purposes  ;  but  the  sentiment  of  her  people  is  sufficiently 
wnlightened  respecting  the  value  of  education  to  sustain  those  who  make 
judicious,  if  large,  expenditures  in  that  behalf..  One  thing  she  needs,  and 
that  is  an  industrial  school  for  neglected  children,  with  authority  to  gather 
them  in  from  street  and  alley,  from  cellar  and  garret,  and  care  for  them. 

other  large  cities  and  towns. 

Some  interesting  statisticts  concerning  the  educational  affairs  of  all  the 
cities  and  towns  in  the  State,  containing  5,000  inhabitants  or  over,  will  be 
found  in  Statement  0,  appended  to  this  report,  and  from  which  much  can 
be  learned  respecting  the  relative  efficiency  of  their  several  systems  of  edu- 
cation.    This  table  will  be  made  to  include  other  items  next  }rear. 

This  seems  to  be  a  proper  place  to  say  that  the  schools  of  our  cities  are 
efficient  in  proportion  to  the  skill  with  which  they  are  organized.  In  cities 
where  each  teacher  works  by  himself,  in  his  own  wa}',  subject  only  to  such 
loose,  irregular  and  unprofessional  supervision,  as  committees  of  a  board 
of  directors  can  furnish,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  schools  will  be  as 
fruitful  in  good  as  they  are  in  cities  where  the  whole  teaching  force  is 
united,  animated  by  a  common  purpose  and  directed  to  a  common  end. 
Organization,  the  proper  adjustment  and  direction  of  all  the  agencies  em- 
ployed in  the  work  is  equally  necessary  in  the  management  of  schools  as  in 
the  management  of  other  interests  requiring  combined  human  skill  or 
labor.  The  schools  of  a  city  or  large  town  ought  to  be  thoroughly  graded 
from  bottom  to  top  with  a  High  school  crowning  the  whole ;  a  Normal  de- 
partment in  connection  with  the  High  school  should  develop  and  train  the 
best  teaching  talent  to  be  found  among  the  pupils,  to  be  employed  in  the 
schools  ;  a  course  of  study  adapted  to  the  nature  and, growth  of  the  human 
mind  and  to  the  wants  of  practical  life,  should  be  provided  for  the  differ- 
ent grades  ;  teachers  specially  qualified  for  their  several  places  should  be 
chosen  to  fill  all  the  positions,  and  to  work  in  one  body  as  one  man  ;  pupils 
should  be  admitted,  transferred,  promoted  and  graduated  according  to  well 
settled  rules  or  principles  applied  to  all  alike ;  some  well  advised  plan 
»hould  be  adopted  of  looking  after  and  caring  for  truant  and  neglected 
children ;  a  skilled  teacher,  a  Superintendent,  full  of  organizing,  intellect- 
awakening,  power,  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  whole  system  to 
give  it  direction,  life,  inspiration,  and  back  of  him  should  be  an  intelligent, 
2  School  Rep. 
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broad-minded  board  of  directors  who  stand  for  the  people  and  whose  au- 
thority is  over  all. 

INSTITUTES. 

Institutes  for  the  improvement  of  teachers  were  held  during-  the  past 
year  in  every  county  of  the  State.  They  were  attended  in  the  several  coun- 
ties by  11,917  actual  teachers,  and  385  teachers  were  members  of  the  in- 
stitute of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  making  an  aggregate  of  12,302.  This 
number  exceeds  that  of  any  former  year,  notwithstanding  the  falling  oft"  of 
several  hundred  in  the  membership  of  the  city  institute.  In  addition  to  the 
teachers  in  attendance,  there  were  present  several  hundred  honorary  mem- 
bers, school  directors  and  friends  of  education,  and  probably  one  hundred 
thousand  spectators. 

No  one  acquainted  with  their  working  can  doubt  that  these  institutes 
accomplish  much  good.  When  well  conducted  they  pay  much  more  than  all 
the}-  cost.  Their  greatest  defect  seems  to  be  a  want  of  practical,  syste- 
matic, professional  instruction,  and  this  is  not  without  a  remed}'. 

NORMAL    SCHOOLS. 

Our  Normal  schools  continue  to  flourish.  In  addition  to  the  six  schools 
reported  as  in  operation  a  year  ago,  we  have  now  a  seventh  located  at  Ship- 
pensburg,  Cumberland  county.  This  school,  after  careful  inspection,  be- 
came a  State  school  under  the  law  by  proclamation  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools,  dated  February  22,  1873.  Its  buildings  are,  all  things 
considered,  the  best  of  the  kind  in  the  State,  and  the  prospects  of  the  school 
seem  to  be  very  promising.  Buildings  for  three  more  schools  are  in  course 
of  erection  at  California,  Washington  count}' ;  Indiana,  Indiana  county ; 
and  Lock  Haven,  Clinton  county.  The  State  has  already  aided  the  pro- 
jects at  California  and  Lock  Haven  to  the  extent  of  $25,000  each,  and  that 
at  Indiana  to  the  extent  of  $15,000.  All  these  enterprises  will  probably  go 
into  operation  as  State  schools  during  the  coming  year.  Under  the  law  of 
1857,  and  no  change  should  be  made  in  it  in  this  respect,  there  can  be  but 
two  more  schools,  twelve  in  all,  one  in  the  Fourth  and  the  other  in  the  Elev- 
enth district.  The  law,  howrever,  might  be  so  modified  as  to  admit  to  its 
benefits  the  Normal  school  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Philadelphia  now 
helps  to  support  the  State  Normal  schools  but  receives  no  aid  for  her  own. 
I»f  the  city  were  constituted  the  Thirteenth  Normal  district  this  injustice 
would  cease. 

The  original  policy  concerning  Normal  schools  has  undergone  a  change. 
The  law  of  1857  simply  contemplated  the  establishment  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  private  institutions  for  the  training  of  teachers  under  some  general 
State  regulations.  The  State  at  first  made  no  appropriations  to  them,  and 
designed  to  make  none.     Subsequently,  upon  application  made  at  different 
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times,  a  sum  amounting  to  $15,000  was  appropriated  to  each  school  then 
recognized  under  the  law.  In  18G9,  the  projected  school  at  California  re- 
ceived $15,000  to  aid  it  in  erecting  buildings,  and  since  that  time  the  appeals 
of  other  schools  have  been  responded  to  in  the  same  way,  some  of  the  ap- 
propriations being  made  conditionally,  and  others  unconditionall}'.  The 
account  of  appropriations  made  to  the  several  schools,  excluding  all  appro- 
priations made  in  aid  of  students,  now  stands  as  follows :  Millersville, 
$15,000;  Edinboro',  $25,000;  Mansfield,  $35,000;  Kutztown,  $25,000; 
Bioomsburg,  $35,000;  West  Chester,  $25,000;  Shippensburg,  $35,000;  Cali- 
fornia, $25,000  ;  Indiana,  $15,000;  Lock  Haven,  $25,000.  The  State  has 
now  more  money  invested  in  some  of  the  Normal  schools  than  have  indi- 
viduals, and  about  as  much  in  others,  and  a  policy  has  been  forced  upon  it, 
not  at  first  contemplated,  of  demanding  a  direct  voice  and  vote  in  their 
management.  Hence,  the  last  Legislature  attached  a  condition  to  the  ap- 
propriation to  Normal  schools  to  the  following  effect :  "  That  the  board  of 
trustees  of  each  school  accepting  its  allotment  of  the  approp riation  now 
made,  shall  hereafter  be  composed  of  a  number  of  members  not  exceeding 
fifteen,  to  be  elected  by  the  stockholders,  as  now  provided  by  law,  and  ap- 
pointed under  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  the  fifteenth  of  Februarj-, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  in  the  proportion  as  nearly  as 
may  be  practicable,  to  the  amounts  of  money  each  school  has  received  from 
private  sources,  exclusive  of  its  own  earnings,  and  from  the  State  respec- 
tivety."  This  policy,  or  something  equivalent,  should  be  adhered  to  in 
making  all  future  appropriations  to  Normal  schools.  It  is  right,  and  the 
best  way  of  securing  both  efficiency  in  the  schools,  and  safety  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  State. 

The  Legislature  of  1873  also  enacted  that  there  should  be  appropriated, 
t;  For  the  several  State  Normal  schools,  organized  and  accepted  as  such 
under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars, to. 
be  distributed  by  the  Governor,  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,., 
and  the  Attorney  General,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  de- 
termine, looking  to  the  interests  of  the  State  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  the  • 
schools,"  and  that  "  all  proceedings  of  the  above  named  officers  under  this 
section  to  be  reported  to  the  Legislature  in  detail,  in  the  next  annual  report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools." 

The  conditions  of  the  act  wTere  accepted  by  the  authorities  of"  the  State  ■ 
Normal  schools,  at  Edinboro',  Mansfield,  Kutztown,  Bloomsburg  and  Wes: 
Chester.  Those  of  the  State  Normal  school  at  Millersville  declined  to  ac- 
cept them.  The  fifty  thousand  dollars  were  therefore  distributed  equalby 
among  the  five  schools  above  named,  these  being  the  only  ones  under  the 
act,  entitled  to  it.  The  further  terms  and  conditions  prescribed  by  the 
Commission  will  be  found  in  the  copy  of  their  proceedings,  appended  to 
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this  report.     These  terms  and  conditions  were  fully  complied  with  by  the 
several  schools  before  the  payment  of  the  money. 

GENERAL  SURVEY  OF  EDUCATION  IN  THE  STATE. 

Pennsylvania  has  now  a  population  of  4,000,000  of  souls.  The  value  of 
the  real  and  personal  property  owned  by  her  people  is  little  short  of  $4,000,- 
000,000,  or  about  $1,000  to  each  person.  Much  of  the  soil  is  fertile,  pro- 
ducing wheat,  corn,  grass,  potatoes  and  other  products  of  the  kind  in 
great  abundance.  Fruits  of  many  varieties  flourish.  The  hills  yield  rich 
pasturage.  Vast  areas  of  uncut  timber  still  abound.  Inexhaustible  quan- 
tities of  coal,  iron  ore,  limestone  and  other  minerals  are  found  beneath  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  and  up  from  its  depths  comes  sufficient  oil  to  supply 
all  the  markets  of  the  world.  Down  from  her  mountains  rush  streams  that 
supply  mighty  water-power  for  mill,  factory  and  furnace;  more  miles  of 
railroad  track  her  soil  than  can  be  found  in  any  other  State  of  the  Union, 
and  from  the  gateways  of  the  Delaware,  the  Susquehanna,  the  Ohio  and  the 
great  lakes  she  spreads  out  an  ever  increasing  commerce  that  is  destined  to 
be  as  rich  as  that  of  ancient  Tyre  or  more  modern  Venice  in  their  palmiest 
days.  Doubtless,  for  some  time  to  come,  the  best  of  Pennsylvania's  states- 
manship will  tax  itself  to  develop  and  make  available  the  marvelous  mate- 
rial resources  of  the  State.  Quite  likely  for  many  years  in  the  future,  the 
ablest  and  most  enterprising  men  among  our  people  will  place  themselves 
at  the  head  of  railroad  companies;  direct  organized  capital  and  labor  in 
their  combined  efforts  to  dig  coal,  make  iron  and  fashion  fabrics  of  utility 
or  beauty,  or  keep  thronged  the  highways  of  trade  on  land  and  sea.  I  make 
no  complaint  of  this  spirit  of  the  times.  Events  must  take  their  course.  Rail- 
roads, cotton,  corn,  may  be  king  to-day,  but  there  will  come  a  time  when 
the  throne  will  be  occupied  by  a  monarch  of  a  different  kind.  But  I  sxdv 
mit  the  question  now  to  practical  men,  to  money-making  men,  whether  the 
right  education  of  our  children  is  not,  when  well  considered,  paramount  in 
importance  to  all  others  that  can  engage  public  attention — the  question  out 
of  which  all  others  grow  and  on  which  they  depend — the  question  in  solving 
which  all  others  are  solved?  If  we  rear  up  a  race  of  full-grown  men,  do 
we  not  in  securing  that  result  secure  all  else  that  is  desirable  ?  Is  not  high 
civilization  ever  the  product  of  human  culture?  All  who  answer  these 
questions  affirmatively  will  need  no  prompting  to  induce  them  to  follow  the 
survey  I  am  about  to  make  of  the  condition  of  education  of  all  grades  in 
the  State. 

We  have  a  common  school  system  which  provides  an  elementary  educa- 
tion, instruction  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  the  first  principles  of 
geography  and  grammar,  for  all  the  youth  of  the  State  who  make  voluntary 
application  therefor.     The  administration  of  this  system  is  still  in  many 
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respects  imperfect ;  but  it  is  being  rapidly  improved,  of  which  fact  this  re- 
port bears  ample  testimony,  and  is  bestowing  untold  blessings  upon  genera- 
tion after  generation  of  children.  Knowing  that  the  work  done  by  the 
common  school  system  is  generally  well  understood,  I  propose  to  make  it 
the  starting-point  of  the  contemplated  survey. 

BELOW   THE    COMMON   SCHOOLS. 

Starting,  then,  with  the  common  school,  is  there  any  educational  work  to 
be  done  below  it  ?  Does  it  reach  with  its  light  the  darkness  that  lies  at 
the  bottom  of  our  social  structure  ?  The  following  facts  will  answer  the 
question.  According  to  the  late  United  States  census,  there  are  in  Penn- 
sylvania 31,512  youth  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty-one  years  who 
cannot  write  and  of  course  can  read  very  imperfectby,  if  at  all;  and,  as 
shame  would  naturally  prevent  many  from  reporting  their  ignorance  cor- 
rectly, this  number  is  without  doubt  much  below  the  realit}-.  The  several 
City  and  County  Superintendents  throughout  the  State,  not  including  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburg,  estimate  the  number  of  children  not  in  any  school  at 
2G,000.  Philadelphia  had,  in  18G8,  20,534  children  between  the  ages  of  six 
and  eighteen  in  attendance  at  no  school ;  and  in  Pittsburg  in  1869,  it  ap- 
peared from  the  census  taken  that  3,781  children  were  without  school  ad- 
vantages of  any  kind.  As  stated  in  former  reports,  I  do  not  believe  ther*? 
are  less  than  15,000  children  in  the  State  who  are  growing  up  not  wholly 
without  the  ability  to  read  and  write  a  little,  but  altogether  untrained  and 
virtually  ignorant. 

The  same  conclusion  is  reached  from  a  different  class  of  facts.  Acting 
Deputy  Superintendent  Woodruff,  who,  as  has  already  been  stated, visited, 
during  the  past  summer,  numerous  factories  and  mills  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  State,  for  the  express  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  number  and  educa- 
tional condition  of  the  children  employed  therein,  says  :  "  It  was  found  that 
no  attention  whatever  is  paid  to  the  law  prohibiting  the  employment  of  chil- 
dren under  thirteen  years  of  age  ;  nor  to  the  one  forbidding  the  employment 
of  children  between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and  sixteen  more  than  nine  months 
'  in  the  year,  and  not  at  all  unless  said  children  shall  have  attended  school 
at  least  three  consecutive  months  within  the  same  year.  Many  manufac- 
turers were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  such  a  law."  And  farther 
oh,  "  the  general  testimony  was,  that  it  is  a  rare  thing  for  parents  to  take 
their  children  from  the  factories  to  send  them  to  school."  Deputy  Super- 
intendent Curry,  who  visited  a  number  of  factories,  mills  and  mines  In  th« 
western  part  of  the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  statistics  similar  to 
those  collected  by  Mr.  Woodruff,  says  of  one  cotton  mill,  which  ma}'  be  con- 
sidered a  representative  of  all:  "It  employs  about  four  hundred  operatives, 
of  whom  perhaps  one  hundred  are  under  sixteen  years  of  age.     The  authorl- 
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ties  have  no  means  of  knowing  how  many  of  them  attend  school,  but  sup- 
pose that  most  of  them  attend  schools  of  some  kind,  and  intimate  that  thti 
Catholic  portion  of  them  are  taught  when  the  holidays  come,  if  nothing 
more.  They  also  have  in  their  employ  about  thirty  children  over  ten  years 
old,  doing  a  kind  of  apprentice  work.  These  they  have  taken  at  the  earnest 
request  of  their  parents,  who  desire  their  children  to  be  kept  olf  the  street. 
and  to  learn  to  do  something  towards  making  a  living."'  He  says  of  a  sam- 
ple coal  company,  "  This  company  employs  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  mostly  heads  of  families,  who  take  with  them  into  the  mines  about  one 
hundred  of  their  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren belonging  to  these  families  is  very  great,  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
works  thinks  that  the  parents  send  none  of  their  children  to  school  or  take 
any  interest  whatever  in  their  education."  An  intelligent  officer,  with  am- 
ple means  of  information,  estimates  that  in  the  Luzerne  coal  region  fifteen 
per  centum  of  all  employees  about  the  mines  are  boys  under  fourteen  years 
of  age.  In  a  few  districts,  he  states,  night  schools  have  been  opened  for 
such  boj's,  but  the  great  majority  either  grow  up  without  any  education  or 
attend  school  only  when  "  suspensions,"  "  strikes,"  or  cold  weather  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  stopping  work.  This,  too,  in  substance  is  reported 
to  be  about  the  condition  of  the  children  in  the  mining  districts  of  North- 
umberland county.  Mr.  Woodruff  finds  a  better  state  of  things  in  the  Schuyl- 
kill coal  region.  He  says,  "  some  children  under  thirteen  years  of  age  are  em- 
ployed as  '  slate  pickers,'  but  so  far  as  could  be  learned,  none  are  thereby 
deprived  of  fair  opportunities  of  education."  The  County  Superintendent  of 
Carbon  county,  reports  to  the  same  effect,  that  "  about  one-half  of  the  boys 
in  the  mining  districts  under  fourteen  years  of  age  and  over  six,  are  employed 
about  the  mines ;  but  they  mostly  get  from  three  to  four  months  schooling 
during  the  winter,  when  the  breakers  are  stopped  on  account  of  cold  weather, 
aaid  at  such  times  as  the3r  stop  for  repairs  or  are  interrupted  by  '  strikes,'  Sec. 
and  many  of  those  who  cannot  attend  the  day  schools  attend  in  the  evening.'1 

There  are  bright  spots,  but  from  all  that  can  be  learned  it  seems  clear 
that  our  laws  forbidding  or  regulating  the  employment  of  children  under  cer- 
tain ages,  are  in  most  cases  a  dead  letter  ;  and  that  many  thousands  of  them 
are  to  be  found  throughout  the  State  employed  in  manufacturing  and  min- 
ing without  schooling,  and  what  is  of  more  consequence,  without  that  dis- 
cipline which  is  necessary  to  constitute  independent,  self-governed  Ameri- 
can citizens.  The  extent  of  the  evil  will  be  better  appreciated  when  it  is 
added  that  the  late  census  shows  that  there  are  75,(543  children  between 
the  ages  of  ten  and  fifteen  employed  in  our  various  manufacturing  and  min- 
ing industries.  At  least  one  half  of  these  children  receive  no  education, 
or  none  that  is  of  much  value  to  them. 
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If  to  these  thousands  of  intelligent  youth  we  add  the  100,844  adults 
among  us  who  cannot  write  their  own  names,  and  we  have  a  stratum  of 
ignorance  and  its  concomitants  underneath  our  social  structure  that  seems 
to  threaten  the  whole  with  decay  and  death.  It  is  in  this  soil  crime  and 
penury  grow.  From  this  field  comes  the  dreadful  crop  that  is  harvested 
in  poor  houses,  houses  of  refuge,  jails  and  penitentiaries.  Here  is  produced 
the  stuff  of  which  mobs,  riots  and  disturbances  of  the  peace  of  all  kinds 
are  made.  In  these  dark  regions  hide  those  nests  of  human  vermin 
who  live  by  committing  crime  for  hire — who  make  contracts  to  rob,  burn, 
swear  falsely,  personate  citizens  and  repeat  votes  on  election  days,  stuff  bal- 
lot boxes  and  even  commit  murder.  This  is  to-day  the  deepest  stain  on  our 
free  institutions.  Can  it  be  removed  ?  Can  this  illiteracy  be  prevented  ? 
Can  these  neglected  children  be  reclaimed  ?  From  what  I  know  of  the  uplift- 
ing, regenerating  power  of  a  right  education,  I  believe  that  ninety  per  centum 
of  even  the  worst  of  them  can  be.  Nor  is  this  mere  theory.  My  experi- 
ence with  the  thousands  of  soldiers'  orphans,  gathered  in  from  homes  of 
destitution,  more  than  proves  the  position  I  take.  Besides,  the  same  testi- 
mony is  borne  by  every  home  of  the  friendless,  orphan  asylum,  school 
of  reform  and  house  of  refuge  in  the  country.  Ignorance  with  all  its  at- 
tendant evils  can  be  almost  eliminated,  stamped  out,  by  the  power  of  a 
rightly  directed  education  and  training. 

What  are  we  doing  in  this  field  so  promising  in  good  to  all  the  interests 
of  the  State?  Systematically,  little  or  nothing.  As  a  State,  little  or 
nothing.  We  have  hardly  looked  in  earnest  for  work  below  our  common 
schools.  There  are  some  1,000  or  1,500  pauper  children,  most  of  them 
very  imperfectly  educated  and  badly  cared  for,  in  the  several  county 
poor  houses.  Only  a  single  county  to  my  knowledge,  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, has  attempted  to  make  separate  provision  for  the  destitute,  friendless 
little  ones  found  within  her  borders.  But  while  the  State  and  the  counties 
have  neglected  their  duty  in  this  grave  matter,  private  benevolence  has  been 
very  active  in  supplying  the  want.  We  have  some  thirty-five  institutions  bear- 
ing various  names,  whose  work  it  is  to  gather  in,  instruct  and  care  for,  and  as 
soon  as  possible  find  good  homes  for  the  destitute  children  of  the  respec- 
tive sections  of  country  in  which  they  are  located.  What  is  done  at  these 
homes  for  the  friendless  is  well  expressed  by  what  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  State  Charities  says  of  the  Home  of  the  Little  Wanderers  in 
Philadelphia.  Says  Dr.  Worthington,  "Vagrant  and  destitute  children  are 
gathered  into  this  Home  where  they  are  cleaned,  clothed,  fed  and  instructed, 
until  suitable  homes  can  be  provided  for  them,  when  they  are  placed  in 
them  and  brought  up  to  some  useful  occupation,  instead  of  being  left  a 
prey  to  vice  and  to  become  the  inmates  of  a  prison  or  an  alms-house:"  In 
these  thirty-five  institutions  there  can  be  accommodated  some  5,500  chil- 
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dren.  They  have  an  attendance  at  this  time  of  probably  4,000.  Their  an- 
nual expenditures  amount  to  about  $500,000  per  annum.  The  Stale  has 
now  and  then  made  appropriations  to  some  of  them,  but  this  has  always 
been  done  without  system  and  without  the  guidance  of  any  principle  of 
sound  statesmanship. 

But  this  work  of  private  benevolence  still  leaves  undone  much  that  ought 
to  be  done.  A  few  are  cared  for  while  the  many  are  left  to  curse  society 
with  their  ignorance  and  crime.  How  is  this  sad  state  of  affairs  to  be 
remedied  ?  I  have  shown  in  former  reports  that  a  compulsory  law  fining 
and  imprisoning  parents,  and  others  in  charge  of  children,  for  not  sending 
them  to  school,  would  not  be  enforced  in  this  State,  and  if  enforced  could 
not  cure  the  evil.  Many  of  the  neglected  children  are  orphans ;  some  of 
them  are  homeless  ;  the  parents  and  relatives  of  nearly  all  of  them  are  too 
poor  to  furnish  them  tit  clothing  with  which  to  attend  school,  or  books  to 
use  if  there,  quite  a  large  proportion  indeed  are  dependent  upon  the  earn- 
ings of  their  children  for  a  livelihood  : — to  collect  fines  from  such  parents 
would  be  impossible  and  to  imprison  them  would  be  to  aggravate  the  evil. 
Jf  a  compulsory  law  would  not  bring  our  neglected  children  to  school,  what 
would  do  it  ?     This  :— 

1.  Pass  a  general  law  making  it  the  duty  of  all  parents,  guardians  and 
employers  to  see  that  all  children  imder  their  control  attend  school  for  a 
certain  number  of  months  in  the  3rear,  up  to  a  certain  age. 

2.  Establish,  by  the  combined  aid  of  State,  county  and  private  individu- 
als, an  institution  in  every  county,  or  in  several  counties  formed  into  a  dis- 
trict for  the  purpose,  a  home  for  friendless  children  or  an  industrial  school 
to  be  governed  in  its  main  features  in  the  same  way  as  such  private  institu- 
tions are  now  governed. 

3.  Make  it  the  duty  of  boards  of  school  directors,  through  competent 
agents,  to  see  that  the  law  in  reference  to  attendance  at  school  is  obeyed  ; 
or  if  not,  after  proper  notice  and  warning,  let  them  exercise  the  power  of 
taking  the  children  away  from  those  who  neglect  them  and  sending  them 
to  the  county  or  district  home  or  school,  compelling  the  parents  or  others 
responsible  for  the  neglect,  if  able,  to  pay  in  whole  or  in  part  the  necessary 
expense. 

This  plan,  in  its  main  outlines,  has  been  previously  presented  in  my  re- 
ports. Much  reflection  on  the  subject  has  gone  to  confirm  me  in  the  opinion 
that  it  is  the  only  plan  that  is  feasible  and  sufficiently  comprehensive  to 
cover  the  whole  field.  The  evil  is  scarcely  felt  in  the  thinly  settled  parts 
of  the  State  ;  it  is  greatest  in  large  cities  and  in  populous  counties.  There 
let  the  remedy  be  first  applied.  The  Home  for  the  Friendless  in  the  city 
of  Lancaster,  may  be  taken  as  a  model.  The  State  has  made  appropria- 
tions  to  it.     The  county  gives  it  $5,000  a  year,  and  the  county  officers  visit 
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and  report  with  reference  to  its  condition.  Benevolent  ladies  and  gentle- 
men freely  bestow  upon  it  the  time  and  money  necessary  to  make  it  a  suc- 
cess. One  thing  only  is  wanted,  and  that  is  adequate  power  lodged  in  some 
safe  hands  in  each  school  district  of  the  county,  to  see  that  every  child  in  the 
district  either  receive  a  certain  amount  of  education  or  is  sent  to  the  Homo. 
One  more  move  in  Lancaster  county,  and  the  whole  plan  will  be  in  opera- 
tion. A  number  of  other  counties  have  taken  preliminary  steps  looking  in 
the  same  direction.  The  State  should  now  take  hold  of  the  matter  and 
convert  these  forming  plans  into  regular  systems. 

ABOVE    THE   COMMON    SCHOOLS. 

An  education  such  as  is  furnished  in  our  ungraded  common  schools,  val- 
uable as  it  is  in  many  respects,  is  not  all  that  the  youth  of  the  State  ought 
to  receive.  It  does  not  make  the  kind  of  men  and  women  that  give  char- 
acter and  dignity  to  a  Commonwealth  and  manage  its  affairs  in  the  best 
manner.  By  itself  it  would  dwarf  our  whole  people  by  not  giving  them 
room  to  grow.  The  culture  it  furnishes  is  not  deep,  nor  broad,  nor  high 
nor  rich  enough.  Something  above  the  common  schools  is  wanted.  What 
are  wo  doing  in  that  direction  ?  Our  statistics  in  this  department  of  edu- 
cation are  lamentably  deficient,  but  it  is  possible,  perhaps,  to  approximate 
the  right  results.  The  school  Superintendents  of  the  State,  report  1,433 
schools  in  which  the  higher  branches  are  taught.  These  include  High 
schools,  graded  schools  with  departments  for  higher  instruction,  and  un- 
graded schools  with  a  few  pupils  studying  one  or  more  of  the  higher 
branches.  The  average  number  of  pupils  studying  the  higher  branches  in 
each  of  these  schools  does  not  exceed  twenty,  which  would  make  the  whole 
number  28,660.  If  to  this  number  we  add  2,000  for  the  pupils  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  who  are  in  the  High  schools  and  advanced  departments  of 
the  grammar  schools,  and  we  have  an  aggregate  of  30,660,  or  about  one  out 
of  thirty  of  the  children  in  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  who  are  study- 
ing one  or  more  branches  beyond  the  mere  elementary  course  prescribed  by 
law. 

The  late  census,  the  results  of  which  in  respect  to  these  items  do  not 
differ  very  widely  from  the  facts  as  reported  by  the  Superintendents,  sets 
Pennsylvania  down  as  having  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  academies  with 
10,987  pupils,  and  four  hundred  private  clay  and  boarding  schools  with 
16,100,  the  number  of  pupils  in  both  classes  of  schools  being  27,087.  If  half 
of  these  pupils  study  the  higher  branches,  and  that  is  a  high  estimate,  it 
will  give  us  13,594  as  the  number  of  "  upper"  scholars  in  this  class  of 
schools. 

In  this  computation  we  must  also  take  into  consideration  the  Normal 
schools  and  Normal  institutes,  for  all  of  them  impart  academical  instruc- 
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t-ion.  About  8,000  students  attended  these  institutions  the  past  year  and 
probably  two-thirds  of  them  studied  one  or  more  of  the  higher  branches; 
and,  if  so,  the  addition  made  here  to  the  number  engaged  in  higher  studies 
should  be  2.000. 

Summing  up,  we  find  some  45,000  out  of  the  1,200,000  persons  of  school 
age  in  the  State,  or  out  of  the  900,000  children  attending  school  the  past 
year,  who  are  engaged  in  the  study  of  one  or  more  branches  of  knowledge 
beyond  the  elements.  The  number  of  those  who  will  pursue  to  any  con- 
siderable extent  a  liberal  course  of  learning  is  much  smaller.  Superficial 
as  must  be  the  education  of  the  masses  under  such  a  condition  of  things  as 
is  indicated  by  these  facts,  sad  as  is  the  thought  that  so  much  of  the  talent 
that  is  born  in  the  State  must  go  to  waste,  earnest  as  should  be  the  efforts 
made  to.  remove  the  defects  in  the  system  which  produce  the  evil,  I  am 
gratified  that  the  figures  do  not  show  something  worse.  Several  times  re- 
cently, in  a  public  manner,  I  have  stated  that  while  our  common  schools 
are  making  very  rapid  progress,  secondary  and  higher  education  amongst 
us  is  standing  still  if  not  going  backwards.  In  this  statement  further  in- 
vestigation satisfies  me  that  I  was  mistaken.  I  now  believe  there  never 
was  a  time  in  all  her  history  when  Pennsylvania  had  so  many  young  per- 
sons, relatively  to  her  population,  studying  the  higher  branches  of  know- 
ledge as  she  has  at  this  time.  Most  of  the  old  classical  academics  have  in- 
deed died  out,  but  their  place  is  more  than  supplied  by  the  graded  schools, 
High  schools,  Normal  schools  and  a  new  race  of  academies  and  semina- 
ries. Not  so  large  a  proportion  of  students,  perhaps,  in  these  "  upper 
schools"  study  Latin  and  Greek  as  was  formerly  the  case ;  but  for  better 
or  worse,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  they  are  studying  the 
sciences  instead.  Not  so  large  a  proportion,  perhaps,  go  up  from  them  to 
the  colleges  to  pursue  a  course  of  stiKpy  in  the  classic  languages ;  but  pro 
portionally  many  more  seek  further  instruction  in  scientific  and  technical 
schools.  This  statement  is  made  with  great  gratification  ;  and  yet  the  con- 
dition of  our  common  schools  is  so  much  more  flourishing  than  that  of  the 
schools  immediate^  above  them  as  to  reveal  plainly  the  neglect  which  the 
latter  have  suffered.  If  we  are  not  to  stunt  the  intellectual  growth  of  the 
children  of  the  Commonwealth  by  feeding  them  exclusively  upon  the  weak- 
est of  mental  food,  more  effort  must  be  made  to  provide  something  stronger 
and  more  nutritive.  What  can  be  done  in  this  direction  ?  Two  things,  I 
think. 

1.  Encourage  in  all  proper  ways  the  grading  of  public  schools  wherever 
they  can  be  graded,  and  the  establishment  in  connection  with  them  of  High 
Behools  and  departments  for  higher  instruction.  The  number  of  graded 
schools  has  been  more  than  trebled  within  the  last  ten  years,  this  rate  of 
growth  must  be  kept  up.     It  would  be  a  judicious  expenditure  of  money 
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to  grant,  as  has  been  done  in  some  States,  a  special  appropriation  out  of 
the  common  school  fund  to  every  public  High  school. 

2.  Acadamies  and  seminaries,  with  accommodations  for  boarding,  when 
coming  up  to  a  certain  standard  in  their  buildings,  equipments,  course  of 
Study  and  corps  of  instructors  should  be  recognized  by  legislative  enact- 
ment as  filling  an  important  place  in  our  system  of  education  that  cannot 
be  otherwise  occupied.  Institutions  of  this  kind  now  existing  would  enter 
upon  a  more  vigorous  life  and  new  ones  would  spring  up  in  many  places, 
if.  while  not  encroaching  upon  their  individuality  or  denominational  pre- 
dilections, the  State  instead  of  frowning  upon  them,  would  publicly  recog- 
nize them  as  co-workers  in  the  great  cause  of  the  education  of  the  people. 
I  believe  that  by  judicious  legislation  without  the  expenditure  of  a  single 
dollar  of  money  on  the  part  of  the  State,  some  hundreds  of  academies  and 
seminaries,  planted  in  every  count}'  and  almost  every  town,  might  be  made 
to  work  in  entire  unison  with  the  common  school  system,  being  to  a  proper 
extent  under  the  supervision  of  its  officers  "and  fed  by  pupils  from  its  un- 
graded schools. 

Above  all,  our  people  must  be  enlightened  with  respect  to  the  value  of 
higher  education.  The  fact  previously  stated  that  not  more  than  five  per' 
centum  of  our  youth  take  a  single  step  beyond  the  bearest  common  un- 
graded school  course,  shows  a  public  sentiment  that  must  be  changed  and 
quickly.  Stones  must  no  longer  be  given  our  children,  when  they  are  ask- 
ing for  bread. 

OLTR    COLLEGES. 

The  census  returns  give  Pennsylvania  six  universities  and  thirty-three 
colleges,  with  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  teachers  and  six  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty-seveivstudents,  among  whom  are  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy  females.  There  are  in  this  State,  more  than  thirty-nine 
institutions  with  the  corporate  powers  of  colleges,  but  scarcely  more  than 
one-third  of  that  number  posses's  full  collegiate  rank.  Accepting  the  cen- 
sus returns,  however,  we  find  upon  examination  of  the  reports  made  to  this 
Department  and  of  the  catalogues  of  a  considerable  number  of  the  colleges, 
that  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole  number  of  students  are  in  the 
regular  college  courses,  say  two  thousand  two  hundred.  There  may  be 
three  hundred  more  in  the  various  scientific  departments,  making  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  in  all ;  and  as  there  are  about  as  many  young  persons 
who  come  into  the  State  to  obtain  an  education  as  go  out  of  it  for  that  pur- 
pose, two  thousand  five  hundred  is  the  sum  total  of  our  four  millions  of 
people  who  are  at  the  present  time  receiving  the  advantages  of  a  regular 
oollegiate  education.  And  yet,  although  the  number  should  be  twenty-five 
thousand  instead  of  twenty-five  hundred,  in  comparison  with  the  past  years 
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of  our  history,  it  is  not  discouraging.  The  number  of  such  students,  rela- 
tively to  the  population,  contrary  to  what  has  been  generally  thought,  has 
increased  and  is  increasing.  Our  people  set  a  higher  value  upon  a  liberal 
education,  and  more  of  our  }'Outh  are  preparing  to  take  a  college  course  or 
thinking  about  doing  so  than  ever  before.  The  colleges  too,  are  generally 
preparing  to  meet  this  increased  demand.  A  good  degree  of  vigor  now 
characterizes  the  management  of  most  of  them.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to 
state  a  few  facts  proving  this  statement. 

Within  six  or  eight  years,  some  five  or  six  new  colleges  have  been  estab- 
tnblished,  some  of  which  have  been  provided  with  finebuifdings  and  liberal 
endowments. 

During  the  period  just  named,  the  money  expended  in  college  buildings 
and  endowments,  cannot  be  less  than  $2,500,000,  and  may  exceed  that 
amount. 

Within  the  past  year,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  has  erected  in  West 
Philadelphia,  the  finest  structure  for  educational  purposes  to  be  found  in 
America.  Lafayette  college,  through  the  munificence  of  a  single  man,  has 
built  Pardee  Hall  for  the  scientific  department.  Franklin  and  Marshall 
college  has  enlarged  her  chapel  and  erected  a  fine  academy  building  on  the 
college  grounds.  Washington  and  Jefferson  and  Waynesburg  colleges  and 
Lincoln  University,  have  new  buildings  in  process  of  erection.  Improve- 
ments are  also  going  forward  at  several  of  the  other  colleges,  and  additions 
have  been  made  nearly  everywhere  to  apparatus,  libraries  and  museums. 

On  the  whole,  there  seems  to  be  a  promising  future  for  our  colleges. 
I>ut  they  need  strengthening.  The  students  attending  them  should  be 
greatly  multiplied-  The  State  is  lowered  in  position,  shorn  of  power,  crip- 
pled in  the  development  of  its  resources,  dwarfed  in  every  way  by  the  want 
of  more  men  of  liberal  learning  and  broad,  generous  culture  among  her 
citizens.  With  respect  to  colleges,  I  would  suggest  a  policy  somewhat  as 
follows : 

1.  The  Legislature  should  grant  no  more  charters  for  colleges  without 
requiring  those  asking  for  them  to  bring  the  institutions  to  be  favored  kx 
this  way,  up  to  the  full  rank  of  a  college. 

2.  Some  way  should  be  provided  for  drawing  a  line  between  colleges 
worthy  of  the  name  and  those  that  are  not. 

8.  More  intimate  relations  and  a  more  exact  conformity  in  courses  of 
study  should  be  brought  about  between  our  colleges  and  the  public  High 
schools,  from  which  the  great  majority  of  their  students  must  hereafter 
come.  Indeed,  the  most  important  problem  now  demanding  solution  by  th« 
friends  of  education  in  this  State,  is  the  organization  of  all  our  educational 
agencies  into  one  system,  as  nearly  as  may  be  found  consistent  with  indi- 
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vidua!  freedom  and  denominational  peculiarities.  The  work  is  one,  the 
workers  should  also  be  one.  There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  case  to 
prevent  the  union  so  far  as  is  necessary  for  all  practical  purposes.  Start- 
ing with  the  primary  school,  a  boy  should  find  a  continuous  grade,  ascend- 
ing step  by  step  to  the  highest  seat  in  the  college  or  the  university.  The 
fullest  and  freest  opportunities  should  be  given  all  to  obtain  the  best  edu. 
eation  possible. 

TECHNICAL    EDUCATION. 

As  was  shown  in  my  last  report  technical  education — education  in  the  arts 
lias  been  very  much  neglected  in  the  United  States.  Two  reasons  may  he 
given  for  this  neglect ;  first,  the  demand  for  art-products  of  a  high  order  is 
necessarily  small  in  a  new  country ;  and  second,  unused  nature  bears  her 
wealth  upon  the  surface  and  little  skill  is  required  to  gather  it.  This  con- 
dition no  longer  exists.  We  need  skilled  industry  now,  and  we  are  rapidly 
approaching  a  time  when  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  our 
present  prosperity  as  well  as  to  secure  future  progress.  The  sentiment  of 
Liebig  will  soon  be  as  applicable  to  this  country  as  to  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope:  "The  nation  most  quickly  promoting  the  intellectual  development 
of  its  industrial  population  must  advance  as  surely  as  the  country  neglect- 
ing it  must  inevitably  retrograde." 

The  most  pressing  reasons  in  favor  of  full  provision  for  technical  educa- 
ofttion  are  the  following  : 

1.  Scientific  skill  and  scientific  appliances  have  become  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  the  profitable  development  of  our  material  resources— coal,  ores, 
oil,  &c 

2.  Skilled  labor  and  scientific  direction  are  the  universal  want  of  our  me- 
chanical and  manufacturing  industries. 

3.  Foreign  nations  will  fiood  the  country  with  their  productions  if  we  do 
not  learn  to  compete  with  them  in  artistic,  skill. 

These  are  serious  considerations.  In  view  of  them,  Pennsylvania  has 
already  done  something  in  the  line  of  technical  instruction.  How  much, 
will  appear  from  what  follows. 

Apart  from  medical,  law,  theological  and  Normal  schools,  Pennsylvania 
has  a  number  of  institutions  more  or  less  strictly  technical.  The  following 
are  the  principal : 

Night  School  for  Artimns. — This  school  is  under  the  public  school  au- 
thorities of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  It  was  attended  the  past  }rear  by  59<i 
students,  291  of  whom  were  over  tweuty-one  }'ears  of  age.  The  studies 
and  lectures  have  special  reference  to  preparation  for  mercantile  and  me- 
ehanical  employments.  Nearly  all  the  mills  ami  workshops  in  the  city  were 
represented. 
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Pittsburg  High  School. — A  department  of  technical  instruction  is  in  suc- 
cessful operation  in  connection  with  this  school.  It  is  popular  with  the 
busy  Pittsburg  people. 

Schools  of  Design  for  Women. — There  are  in  operation  two  of  these  insti- 
tutions, one  in  Philadelphia  and  the  other  in  Pittsburg.  Their  object  is  to 
give  instruction  in  the  arts  of  drawing,  designing  and  modelling.  The 
course  continues  from  two  to  four  years,  and  is  very  thorough.  A  consid- 
erable number  of  young  women  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages,  and  af- 
terwards find  ready  and  remunerative  employment.  The  State  has  made 
small  appropriations  to  these  schools. 

The  Academy  of  Fine  Arts. — The  Academy  of  fine  arts  is  a  well  estab- 
lished institution,  located  in  Philadelphia.  It  was  founded  in  1812.  Its 
collections  are  very  large  and  varied.  Instruction  is  given  to  a  select  num- 
ber of  students.  Enlarged  facilities  for  art-education  will  be  furnished  in 
the  new  building  now  in  course  of  erection  and  soon  to  be  completed. 

Academy  of  Natural  Sciences. — This  Academy  stands  at  the  head  of  such 
institutions  in  America.  The  old  accommodations  proving  entirely  insuf- 
ficient to  contain  the  constantly  accumulating  treasures  of  the  museum,  one 
wing  of  a  magnificent  new  building  was  erected  in  1812  at  a  cost  of  $125,- 
000.  The  remaining  parts  of  the  building  will  go  up  as  soon  as  fluids  can 
be  raised  for  the  purpose.  The  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  now  pos- 
sesses more  than  G,000  minerals,  700  rocks,  65,000  fossils,  70,000  species  of 
plants,  1,000  species  of  zoophytes,  2,000  species  of  crustaceans,  500  species 
of  myriapods  and  arachnidians,  25,000  species  of  insects,  20,000  species  of 
shell-bearing  mollusks,  2,000  species  of  fishes,  800  species-  of  reptiles,  31,000 
birds  with  the  nests  of  200  and  the  eggs  of  1,500  spacies,  1,000  mammals 
and  nearly  900  skeletons  and  pieces  of  osteology.  Most  of  the  species  are 
represented  by  four  or  five  specimens,  so  that,  including  archaeological  and 
ethnological  cabinets,  space  is  required  now  for  the  arrangement  of  not  less 
than  400,000  objects,  besides  the  library  of  22,500  volumes.  The  Academy 
gives  gratuitous  instruction  in  natural  science  to  a  number  of  students. 
There  have  been  published  by  the  Academy,  eight  octavo  and  seven  quarto 
volumes,  entitled,  "Journal  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  in  Phila- 
delphia" and  twenty-four  octavo  volumes  entitled,  "  Proceedings  of  the 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  in  Philadelphia."  These  volumes  average 
400  pages  each. 

Wagner  Free  Institute  of  Science. — This  institution,  which  is  designed 
to  be  made  a  first  class  Technological  college,  was  founded  by  Prof.  Win, 
Wagner  of  Philadelphia.  He  began  his  noble  work  about  the  year  1855, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  given  to  the  institution,  in  addition  to  the  free 
courses  of  lectures  which  he  provides,  in  lots,  buildings,  museum  and  appa- 
ratus, a  sum  not  less  than  $450,000,  and  at  his  death  it  will  receive  the  re- 
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mainder  of  his  ample  fortune.  The  deed  in  which  Prof.  Wagner  conveys 
the  property  to  trustees  recites  that  lie  gives  to  the  institute  the  "cabinets 
of  natural  history,  geology,  mineralogy,  anatomy,  botany,  and  chemistry, 
together  with  the  philosophical  instruments,  palseontological  specimens, 
drawings,  paintings,  engravings,  maps,  diagrams,  library  and  statuary,  on 
condition  that  they  shall  be  forever  for  the  instruction  and  improvement  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  practical  science."  The  museum  is 
said  to  be  the  second  in  size  in  the  United  States  and  one  of  the  most 
valuable  in  the  world.  The  library  contains  12,000  volumes.  The  lecture 
room  will  seat  1,300,  and  here  two  courses  of  free  lectures  are  delivered 
annually.  The  most  prominent  subjects  embraced  in  these  courses  are  the 
following:  chemistry,  palaeontology,  anatomy,  physiology,  botany,  natural 
philosophy  and  elocution. 

Franklin  Institute. — The  Franklin  Institute  ever  since  its  establishment  in 
1826  has  done  a  good  work  for  technical  science  in  Philadelphia.  In  a  re- 
cent letter,  the  secretary  says,  "  we  have  for  years  held  annually  in  the  lec- 
ture hall,  a  series  of  lectures,  forty  or  more,  on  subjects  of  scientific  inter- 
est. We  have  monthly  meetings  at  which  new  inventions  and  discoveries 
in  science  are  discussed  and  papers  read  on  various  subjects  pertaining  to 
the  application  of  science  to  the  useful  arts.  We  have  a  drawing  school  in 
which  wc  instruct  yearly  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  in  mechanical, 
architectural  and  general  drawing.  We  have  a  library  of  over  15,000  vol- 
umes of  a  strictly  technical  character,  making  it  invaluable  to  the  engineer 
or  mechanic  as  a  library  of  reference;  a  reading  room  supplied  with  all 
the  current  periodical  scientific  literature  and  the  publications  of  the  various 
learned  societies  at  home  and  abroad ;  a  model  room  supplied  with  a  vast 
number  of  models  of  machinery,  affording  a  sort  of  history  of  inventions 
within  the  part  fifty  years;  and  a  cabinet  of  ores  and  other  useful  miner- 
als.    All  these  advantages  we  can  and  do  a-fford  for  educational  purposes." 

Polytechnic  College  of  Pennsylvania. — This  flourishing  college  was  or- 
ganized in  1853,  and  designed  to  supply  the  want  in  American  education  of 
a  "thorough  collegiate  training  for  practice  in  mine  engineering,  civil  engi- 
neering, mechanical  engineering,  analytical  and  industrial  chemistry,  metta- 
birgy  and  architecture."  The  college  comprises  a  scientific  school  and  five 
technical  schools.  "Geological  and  mineralogical  excursions  and  practice 
in  smelting  and  analysis  of  ores,  in  mechanical,  topographical  and  archi- 
tectural drawing,  in  modeling  of  arches,  stairways,  &c„  in  plaster,  and  in 
the  use  of  engineering  instruments  in  the  field,  alternate  with  and  complete 
the  scientific  instruction."  The  college  publishes  a  monthly  periodical 
called  the  "Polytechnic  Bulletin."  It  has  been  aided  by  a  small  appropri- 
ation from  the  State. 
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Agricultural  College. — This  college,  located  in  Centre  county,  receives  the 
proceeds  of  the  land  grant  made  by  the  general  government  in  behalf  of 
such  institutions,  and  has  been  otherwise  largely  aided  by  the  State.  In 
connection  with  the  college  building  there  is  a  farm  of  four  hundred  acres, 
and  the  colloge  authorities  control  two  other  experimental  farms,  one  in  the 
eastern  and  the  other  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  The  courses  of  in- 
struction are  three:  agricultural,  scientific  and  classical.  Not  much  atten- 
tion has  hitherto  been  paid  to  the  mechanic  arts,  but  a  change  is  proposed 
in  this  particular.  It  is  the  design  of  the  trustees  to  make  its  technical 
departments  full  and  complete.  The  average  number  of  students  in  atten- 
dance has  been  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  but  this  number  now 
seems  likely  to  be  largely  increased.     Roth  sexes  are  admitted. 

Lafayette  College. — All  of  our  colleges  give  more  or  less  prominence 
to  scientific  subjects  in  their  courses  of  study,  but  Lafayette  was  the  first 
to  establish  an  independent  scientific  department  with  full  provision  for 
technical  instruction.  Through  the  enlightened  liberality  of  Mr.  Ario 
Pardee,  of  Hazleton,  Pennsylvania,  this  college  has  now  a  magnificent 
building  costing,  with  its  furniture.  £250,000,  occupied  wholly  with  schools 
of  science  and  the  extensive  apparatus  and  museum  connected  therewith. 
The  technical  course  at  Lafayette  embraces  engineering,  eivil  and  mechan- 
ical, mining  engineering  and  metallurgy  and  chemistry.  Opportunity  is 
also  afforded  for  the  special  study  of  trade  and  commerce,  modern  lan- 
guages and  philology,  natural  history,  architecture  and  the  history  and  in- 
stitutions of  our  own  country.  The  college  possesses  a  fine  astronomical 
observatory. 

Lehigh  University. — This  University  was  founded  and  is  supported  by 
Hon.  Asa  Packer.  He  has  probably  expended  upon  it  $1,000,000.  Its 
courses  of  study  are  mainly  technical.  The  following  paragraph  taken 
from  the  "Register"  of  18T2-3  explains  its  design.  "The  purpose  of  the 
founder  in  making  this  munificent  endowment  was  to  provide  the  means  of 
imparting  to  young  men  of  the  Lehigh  valley,  of  the  State  and  country,  a 
complete  professional  education,  which  should  not  only  supply  their  general 
wants,  but  also  fit  them  to  take  an  immediate  and  active  part  in  the  practi- 
ced and  professional  duties  of  the  time.  The  system  determined  upon  pur- 
poses to  discard  only  what  has  been  found  to  be  useless  in  the  former  sys- 
tems, and  to  introduce  those  important  branches  which  have  been  heretofore 
more  or  less  neglected  in  what  purports  to  be  a  liberal  education,  and  es- 
pecially those  industrial  pursuits  which  tend  to  develop  the  resources  of 
the  country — pursuits,  the  paramount  claims  and  interrelations  of  which, 
natural  science  is  daily  displaying — such  as  engineering,  civil,  mechanical 
and  mining,  chemistry,  metallurgy,  architecture  and  construction."     The 
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University  is  well  supplied  with  libraries  and  apparatus,  including  am  as- 
tronomical observatory  fully  equipped. 

Western  University  of  Pennsylvania; — The  Western  University  of 
Pennsylvania  has  in  full  operation  a  scientific  department  and  department'-' 
of  civil  and  mechanical  engineering.  The  University  library  contains  about 
2.000  volumes.  The  cabinet  of  geology,  coneholog}',  zoology,  and  metal- 
lurgy is  full  and  select.  It  contains  10,000  choice  minerals,  purchased  in 
Europe,  and  properly  labelled  and  classified;  and  a  complete  set  of  Ward's 
casts  of  fossils,  as  well  as  many  American  and  foreign  originals.  The  de- 
partment of  natural  science  posseses  extensive  philosophical  and  chemical 
apparatus.  The  observatory  has  ten  acres  of  land  on  a  hill  overlooking 
the  cities  of  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny,  a  dwelling  house,  and  is  fully 
equipped  for  the  most  exact  research.  Telegraphic  communication  has 
also  been  so  established  that  the  beats  of  the  observatory  clock  are  repeated 
in  Pittsburg  and  in  Philadelphia,  thus  regulating  the  time  on  the  lines  of 
railroad  connecting  the  two  cities. 

The  University  of  Pennsylvania. — A  new  department  known  a.s  the  de- 
partment of  science  has  been  recently  established  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  It  is  in  charge  of  a  faculty  distinct  from  that  of  the  Uni- 
versity proper.  The  course  of  study  extends  through  four  years.  During 
the  first  two  the  course  is  general  and  preparatory,  and  during  the  second 
two  the  student  may  select  any  one  of  the  following  courses:  Analytical. 
and  applied  chemistry  and  mineralogy,  geology  and  mining,  civil  engineer- 
ing, mechanical  engineering.  Much  practice  is  given  the  students  in  actual 
field-work.  They  make  surveys,  lay  experimental  lines  of  railroad,  ami 
construct  topographical  maps,  etc.  They  study  geology,  mineralogy  and 
botany,  more  out  than  in  doors.  The  number  of  students  in  the  depart- 
ment of  science  is  over  one  hundred  and  rapidly  increasing. 

Mechanics'  High  School. — The  Legislature  at  its  last  session  passed  an 
act  looking  towards  the  establishment  of  a  Mechanics'  High  school.  The 
main  object  proposed  by  the  act  is  to  give  a  better  opportunity  than  they 
now  possess  to  the  sons  of  mechanics  and  working  men  to  obtain  a  scien- 
tific and  technical  education.  The  first  section  of  the  act  reads  as  follows: 
"  That  there  be  and  is  hereby  erected  and  established,  through  the  author- 
ity— hereinafter  named,  an  institution  for  the  education  and  training  of  the 
youth  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  various  branches  of  science,  learning 
and  practical  mechanics  as  they  are  connected  with  each  other."  The 
board  of  trustees  named  in  the  act  have  organized,  but  have  not  yet  taken 
steps  to  establish  the  school.  It  is  most  likely  they  will  recommend  iKstead 
of  a  new  school  the  establishment  of  departments  for  technical  instructi 
in  connection  with  our  public  high  schools,  and  the  adoption  in  some  prope 
3  School  Rep. 
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way  by  the  State,  of  the  facilities  for  such  instruction  now  furnished  by  a 
number  of  our  colleges  and  universities.  The  passage  of  the  act  is  sig- 
nificant of  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  is  willing  to  give  aid  to  this  class 
of  institutions. 

The  statements  now  made  are  sufficient  to  show  that  we  have  now  in 
operation  some  excellent  institutions  established  for  the  purpose  of  impart- 
ing technical  instruction,  and  that  the  near  future  gives  promise  of  more; 
but  how  far  we  still  are  in  this  respect  behind  some  of  the  more  enlight- 
ened countries  of  the  Old  World  will  appear,  from  contrasting  our  techni- 
cal schools  with  those  of  Bavaria  as  given  in  my  last  report.  Bavaria  oc- 
cupies an  area  of  '29,617  square  miles,  and  had  in  1864  a  population  of 
4,807,440.  Her  art  schools  consist  of  the  following:  Four  superior  agri- 
cultural schools,  with  '29  agricultural  sections  in  the  trade  schools,  with 
2,144  pupils;  one  school  of  forestry,  with  40  pupils;  one  school  of  horti- 
culture, with  30  pupils;  one  school  of  veterinary  surgery,  with  18  teachers 
and  140  pupils;  2  commercial  schools,  with  18  commercial  divisions  in 
the  trade  schools,  with  2,000  pupils;  29  trade  schools;  3  polytechnic 
schools;  one  academy  of  painting  and  sculpture,  with  14  professors  and 
231  pupils;  one  school  of  architecture,  with  9  teachers  and  143 pupils;  261 
schools  of  drawing,  with  9,973  pupils;  one  conscrvatorium  of  music,  with 
15  teachers  and  94  pupils,  and  10  schools  for  music.  Besides  all  this,  music 
and  drawing  arc  taught  in  all  the  public  schools.  But  Bavaria  is  an  old 
country,  and  ours  is  a  new  one.  Our  proper  course  is  to  strengthen  the 
schools  of  science  and  art  already  established  among  us,  and  do  what  can 
be  done  judiciously  to  promote  the  growth  of  others.  Considering  this  the 
best  policy  as  well  as  the  duty  of  the  State,  I  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  course  of  action : 

1.  That  provision  be  made  for  introducing  free-hand  and  mechanical 
drawing  as  rapidly  as  may  be  found  practical,  into  all  the  public  schools  of 
the  State.  We  ought  soon  to  be  ready  for  the  passage  of  a  law  like  the 
following,  in  force  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  since  1870: 

"Section  1.  The  first  section  of  chapter  thirty-eight  of  the  general 
statutes  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  include  drawing  among  the  branches 
of  learning  which  are  by  said  section  required  to  be  taught  in  the  public- 
schools. 

"Sec.  2.  Any  city  or  town  may,  and  every  city  and  town  having  more 
than  ten  thousand  inhabitants  shall,  annually  make  provision  for  giving 
free  instruction  in  industrial  or  mechanical  drawing  to  persons  over  fifteen 
years  of  age,  either  in  day  or  evening  schools,  under  the  direction  of  the 
school  committee." 

In  addition,  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences  might  be  generally 
taught  with  great  advantage. 
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2.  That  schools  for  artisans  like  that  in  Philadelphia,  departments  for 
technical  instruction  in  connection  with  High  schools  like  that  in  Pitts- 
burg, or  a  plan  of  instruction  partaking  of  the  valuable  features  of  both, 
he  established  by  the  public  school  authorities  in  all  the  large  cities  and 
towns  of  the  State. 

If  the  policjr  indicated  in  these  two  propositions  be  adopted,  it  will  im- 
port all  the  needed  strength  to  the  higher  technical  institutions,  for  it  will 
tiil  them  with  students.  In  carrying  it  into  effect,  the  State  can  well  afford 
to  be  liberal.  If  appropriations  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  out 
of  the  public  treasury  can  be  made  to  single  institutions,  with  a  few  select 
students,  surely  something  can  be  given  in  support  of  a  plan  of  free  tech- 
nical instruction,  that  will  be  as  wide  as  the  borders  of  the  State,  and 
furnish  opportunity  for  the  development  of  all  the  art  talent  born  in  it. 

CONCLUSION'. 

The  general  survey  of  education  in  the  State  above  made  reveals  much 
of. which  we  have  reason  to  be  proud,  and  somewhat  of  which  we  have  cause 
to  be  ashamed.  If  great  has  been  the  amount  of  educational  work  already 
done,  still  greater  looms  up  that  which  needs  doing.  A  well-planned  sys- 
tem yields  us  rich  fruit  in  one  field,  but  in  others  the  want  of  unity  and 
scattered  effort  bring  indifferent  success.  All  our  educational  forces,  high 
and  low,  should  be  united,  organized  and  moved  forward  with  one  flag  and 
under  one  command.  The  proper  education  of  all  its  j-outh  in  a  State  like 
ours  is  a  tremendous  task — a  task  that  can  never  be  well  performed  except 
by  a  complete  union  of  all  the  forces  that  can  be  summoned  to  undertake 
the  work. 

But  I  will  be  told  that  this  scheme  of  union  among  all  our  educational 
agencies  is  an  extravagant  one — that  it  will  tax  the  people  too  heavily.  If 
to  pay  money  for  what  will  bring  back  its  cost  multiplied  many  times  is 
extravagance,  the  scheme  is  open  to  the  charge.  If  to  tax  a  people  in  a 
way  to  make  them  more  able  to  pay  taxes  is  wrong,  then  the  scheme  is 
wrong.  But  let  it  be  said  as  strongly  as  words  can  say  it,  that  money  judi- 
douslg  spent  for  education  is  the  best  investment  a  people  can  mate.  Igno- 
rance impoverishes — knowledge  is  wealth.  The  world  over,  all  uneducated 
nations  are  poor.  But  if  all  this  were  not  true,  am  I  wrong  in  wishing, 
-ven  at  some  cost,  to  see  Pennsylvania  great  among  her  sister  States,  great 
in  the  development  of  her  immense  resources,  great  in  the  management  of 
her  internal  affairs,  great  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  great  in  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  world — a  model  Commonwealth  ?  Am  I  wrong  in  asking  the 
people  to  spend  their  money  liberally  to  give  every  Pennsylvania  boy  and 
girl,  rich  and  poor,  high  and  low,  a  fair  chance  to  develop  the  powers,  in- 
tellectual and  moral,  God  has  endowed  them  with ;  to  feed  them  with  the 
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bread  of  knowledge  for  which  their  souls  crave  ;  to  lift  them  up  to  a  higher 
social  level ;  to  make  them  intelligent,  independent,  self-reliant,  virtuous  ; 
to  enable  them  fully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  citizens  in  a  free  country  ? 
If  so,  so  be  it,  for  I  solemnly  resolved  long  ago  that  I  would  look  upon 
every  Pennsylvania  child,  like  the  good  school  counsellor  Dinter  upon  the 
peasant  children  of  Prussia,  "  as  a  being  who  could  complain  of  me  before 
God  if  I  did  not  provide  for  him  the  best  education  as  a- man  and  a  Chris- 
tian it  was  possible  for  me  to  provide." 

J.  P.  WICKER-SHAM, 
Superintendent  of  Common  School*  : 


REPORT  OF  W.  W.  WOODRUFF,  ACTING  DEPUTY. 


To  Hon.   J.  P.  WlCKEllSHAM, 

Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  : 

,Sir: In  accordance  with  the  specified  purpose  of  my  appointment,   1 

have  made  such  investigation  of  the  educational  condition  of  the  children 
employed  in  factories,  iron  works  and  mines,  and  found  in  alms-houses  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  as  time  and  opportunity  have  permitted, 
and  beg  leave  to  submit  my  report. 

Numerous  cotton  and  woolen  factories  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia. 
Delaware  and  Bucks,  iron  works  in  Chester,  coal  mines  in  Scihujdkill,  and 
alms-houses  in  Chester,  Bucks,  Delaware  and  Montgomery  were  visited. 
In  all  cases  the  proprietors,  or  those  having  charge,  cheerfully  furnished 
such  information  as  they  could  give,  and  entered  freely,  and  with  kindly 
interest,  into  the  discussion  of  the  various  difficult  and  complicated  ques- 
tions of  a  practical  character  that  arise  in  connection  with  any  and  all  pro- 
posed plans  for  the  education  of  the  children  employed  in  their  several  in- 
dustries. 

It  was  found  that  no  attention  whatever  is  paid  to  the  laws  prohibiting 
the  employment  of  children  under  thirteen  years  of  age;  nor  to  the  on« 
forbidding  the  employment  of  children  between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and 
sixteen,  more  than  nine  months  in  any  one  year ;  and  not  at  all  unless  said 
child  shall  have  attended  school  at  least  three  consecutive  months  within 
the  same  year.  Many  manufacturers  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  exist- 
ance  of  such  a  law ;  others  seemed  to  have  some  vague  ideas  that  at  some 
indefinite  past  time  some  laws — they  did  not  know  what — touching  this 
matter,  had  been  passed.  One  manufacturer  said  that  when  the  law  of 
1 849  was  enacted,  there  was  an  attempt  made  in  his  factory  to  obey  it. 
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but  it  was  found  that  no  other  manufacturers  in  the  vicinity  were  even  at- 
tempting to  obey  the  law  ;  and  the  result  was  that  his  hands  began  to  leave 
him  and  go  to  neighboring  factories  where  their  children  would  be  em- 
ployed.    So  the  effort  to  obey  the  law  was  abandoned. 

There  was  very  little  variation  in  the  results  obtained  at  different  facto- 
ries of  the  same  kind.  In  the  cotton  factories  it  was  found  that  from  one- 
fourth  to  one-third  of  the  persons  employed  are  under  thirteen  years  of  age. 
In  the  woolen  factories  more  skill  is  required,  and  but  few  under  thirteen 
years  of  age  are  employed. 

In  rolling  mills,  boys  have  not  sufficient  strength  for  the  labor  required 
until  they  are  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age.  So  in  these  mills  the  law 
is  seldom  violated. 

The  views  and  opinions  of  those  engaged  in  manufacturing  were  solicited 
upon  the  general  subject  of  the  educational  needs  and  opportunities  of  the 
children  in  their  employ,  and  in  regard  to  the  best  practicable  way  of  meet- 
ing the  exigencies  of  the  case.  In  some  of  the  factories  it  was  thought  by 
the  officers  that  all  the  children  could  read  and  write.  In  some  others, 
nothing  was  known  by  the  officers  in  regard  to  it.  They  made  no  inquiries 
into  such  matters.  If  the  children  employed  did  their  work  properly,  the 
employers  were  content,  and  did  not  interest  themselves  further.  The  gen- 
eral testimony  was  that  it  is  a  rare  thing  for  parents  to  take  their  children 
from  the  factories  to  send  them  to  school.  It  is  easier  for  the  average 
parent  to  understand  the  value  of  three  dollars  in  hand  every  Saturday, 
than  it  is  to  comprehend  what  an  education  may  do  for  the  future  of  his 
ohild. 

In  some  of  the  factories,  however,  it  was  pleasant  to  find  that  the  pro- 
prietors and  officers  felt  a  warm  interest  in  the  educational  and  moral  wel- 
fare of  those  in  their  employ,  and  were  doing  what  they  could  for  their 
elevation.  The  best  illustration  of  this  spirit,  met  with,  was  at  Upland, 
Delaware  count}-.  There  Samuel  P.  Crozier  not  only  teaches  his  laborers 
and  their  children  in  the  Sabbath  school,  assisted  by  his  wife  and  mother,- 
but  has  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $3,800,  a  bathing  house  for  the  families  em- 
ployed in  his  factory,  which  is  divided  into  numerous  private  apartments, 
and  each  abundantly  supplied  with  cold  and  hot  water ;  and  is  about  to 
erect  a  similar  one  for  the  males.  He  and  his  brother,  whose  factories  are 
near  together,  have  opened  a  reading-room  for  the  free  use  of  those  en- 
ployed  in  their  factories.  A  night  school  and  a  lyceum  were  maintained 
last  winter,  and  the  educational  and  religious  opportunities  afforded  are  to 
a  good  degree  appreciated  and  improved  by  those  for  whom  they  are  fur- 
nished. 

In  Philadelphia  and  in  Chester  city  night  schools  have  been  maintained 
during  the  winter  by  the  school  authorities.     From  what  could  be  learned 
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those  have  not  been  very  successful,  but  still  of  inestimable  advantage  to 
those  really  anxious  to  learn.  The  most  observing  and  intelligent  manu- 
facturers that  I  met  testify  to  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  parents  to 
have  their  children  educated.  They  say  that  the  change  during  the  last  few 
years  is  very  marked,  but  that  there  is  a  lamentable  indifference  among 
many,  and  in  some  cases  a  total  want  of  interest. 

In  endeavoring  to  obtain  practical  suggestions  that  would  throw  lip;ht 
upon  the  difficult  question  of  the  education  of  the  children  employed  in  these 
factories,  it  was  found  that  the  subject  had  been,  for  the  most  part,  but  lit- 
tle considered  by  the  men  under  whose  eyes  these  children  pass  every  hour 
of  every  day.  In  many  cases  the  improptu  opinion  was,  "  the  parents  ought 
to  be  compelled  to  send  their  children  to  school.''  But  when  a  few  of  the 
difficulties  of  enforcing  such  compulsion  were  suggested, — their  own  neg- 
lect to  observe  the  laws  now  on  the  statute  book  coming  in  with  telling 
force, — it  was  soon  made  manifest  that  no  careful  thought  had  been  ex- 
pended on  the  question  in  its  practical  bearings.  The  result  of  the  numer- 
ous conferences  held  with  those  having  charge  of  factories  may  be  sumrnwd 
up  as  follows: — There  are  many  kinds  of  work  in  and  about  a  cotton  fac- 
tory that  children  can  do  better  than  adults,  owing  to  their  size  and  capacity 
for  flexible  movement.  Then  their  labor  can  be  obtained  for  one-third  or 
one-fourth  what  must  be  paid  to  an  adult.  If  the  wages  paid  to  a  full  hand 
mu,st  be  paid  for  the  work  now  done  in  a  day  by  a  child  eleven  or  twelve 
years  of  age,  the  cotton  factories  must  stop.  They  cannot  be  run  at  present 
prices  without  positive  loss.  If  the  factories  of  Pennsylvania  are  not  al- 
lowed to  employ  children,  while  those  of  adjoining  States  are  not  interferred 
with,  the  result  will  be  disastrous  to  our  manufacturing  industries.  If  the 
manufacturers  are  allowed  to  employ  children  onl}-  a  part  of  the  year,  it 
will  interfere  in  a  proportionate  degree,  the  same  as  if  they  are  not  permitted 
to  employ  them  at  all,  and  they  cannot  compete  with  the  manufacturers  of 
States  in  which  there  is  no  restriction. 

Again,  some  parents  do  not  send  their  children  to  school,  but  let  them 
run  in  the  street,  obtaining  only  such  free  tuition  as  it  affords.  If  patents 
thus  neglect  their  duty  it  is  better  for  the  children  that  they  should  be  em- 
ployed in  the  factory  ten  hours  per  day  and  six  days  in  the  week.  Under 
this  state  of  facts  manufacturers  often  employ  children  that  they  may  b* 
•aved  from  the  demoralizing  influences  of  the  street. 

It  is  often  the  case,  moreover,  that  the  earnings  of  children  under  thir- 
teen years  of  age  arc  the  sole  reliance  for  support  of  a  mother  and  younger 
children.  The  number  of  such  cases  actually  existing  is  surprising.  Soma 
of  these  women  were  made  widows  by  the  war,  or  in  consequence  of  it  : 
some  by  casualties  in  the  factories;  while  many  have  been  left  by  un- 
worthy husbands,  and  must  provide  as  best  they  can  for  the  daily  bread 
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of  themselves  and  their  children.  If  the  older  children  may  not  be  em- 
ployed in  the  factories,  the  mother  and  all  the  children  must  be  supported. 
These  are  some  of  the  difficulties  that  confront  us  at  the  outset.  What 
ought  to  be  done?  Probably  the  question  cannot  be  satisfactorily  an- 
swered. Ignorance  perceives  but  dimly  the  value  of  education  ;  therefore, 
ignorance  perpetuates  ignorance.  Our  laws,  framed  to  remedy  the  evil. 
are  a  dead  letter.  The  only  progress  made  seems  to  be  the  result  of  an 
improved  public  sentiment,  aided  here  and  there  by  individual  and  special 
effort.  Children,  as  a  ride,  must  be  under  the  control  of  their  parents. 
How  far  the  State  may  interfere  is  doubtful.  The  duty,  if  a  duty,  is  a  dif- 
ficult and  delicate  one.  The  efforts  made  in  other  States  to  compel  attend- 
ance at  school  are  not  encouraging.  Cannot  better  results  be  attained  by 
making  education  more  popular,  more  essential  as  a  means  of  attaining 
tkose  positions  generally  esteemed  among  men,  and  by  so  improving  nil 
the  means  and  appliances  of  education  as  to  make  school-going  more  at- 
tractive ?  The  laws  forbidding  the  employment  of  children  should  be  re- 
pealed. There  is  not  the  faintest  probability  that  they  will  ever  be  enforced 
or  regarded,  and  their  existence  only  exemplifies  and  illustrates  their  im- 
potence. These  laws  have  been  made  an  instrument  of  revenge,  but,  so 
far  as  is  known,  have  never  been  legitimately  enforced. 

ATisits  were  made  to  a  number  of  the  collieries  of  Schuylkill  count}-,  in 
company  with  Jesse  Newlin,  Esq.,  for  many  years  the  popular  and  efficient 
Superintendent  of  the  Common  Schools  of  the  county.  The  state  of  things 
here,  so  far  as  the  emploj'inent  of  children  is  concerned,  was  found  satis- 
factoiy.  Some  children  under  thirteen  years  of  age  are  employed  as  "  slate 
pickers ;"  but,  so  far  as  could  be  learned,  none  are  thereby  deprived  of  fair 
opportunities  of  education.  The  coal  operations  in  the  several  mines  are 
generally  suspended  during  the  greater  part  of  the  winter,  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  the  machinery,  etc.,  and  thus  opportunity  is  given  for  the  boys 
to  attend  school.  The  parents  here  arc  generally  earnest  in  insisting  upon 
having  educational  advantages  for  their  children.  When  the  school  opens. 
the  children  are  taken  from  the  "  chute."  The  feeling  among  the  owners 
of  mines,  and  among  those  having  charge  of  the  operations,  is  earnest  and 
emphatic  in  favor  of  education  ;  and  this  spirit,  pervading  the  community, 
seemed,  by  its  own  force,  to  secure  the  co-operative  interest  of  school  offi- 
cers, parents  and  children.  Much  of  the  interest  in  education  so  manifest 
in  this  county,  is  undoubtedly  due  in  large  degree  to  the  patient  labor 
and  persevering  zeal  of  the  County  Superintendent,  who  has  been  seconded 
.  by  enterprising  and  liberal  boards  of  school  directors. 

•  The  alms-houses  of  Bucks,  Chester,  Delaware  and  Montgomery  counties 
were  visited.  Delaware  has  no  paupers  of  school  age,  and  Montgomery 
has  no  school.     A  school  had  been  maintained  before  the  buildings  were 
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burned,  about  a  year  since.  It  was  then  suspended.  No  teacher  was  em- 
ployed, the  school  being  kept  by  inmates.  There  are  about  a  dozen  chil- 
dren of  suitable  school  age.  and  it  is  expected  that  the  school  will  be 

-organized.  At  the  Chester  county  alms-house  there  is  a  school  of  some 
thirty  children,  in  charge  of  a  competent  teacher.  The  school-room  is  too 
near  the  hospital  rooms,  and  is  not  as  well  supplied  with  comfortable  fur- 
niture and  means  of  illustration  as  would  seem  desirable.  At  the  Bucks 
county  alms-house  there  is  a  school  of  some  twenty-five  children,  under  the 
care  of  an  employed  teacher,  who  seems  sincerely  to  desire  their  welfare. 
A  Sabbath  school  is  also  maintained  among  the  children  and  other  inmates. 
The  school-room  here  is  suitable,  well  located,  and  can  be  easily  voeitilated. 

There  is  a  want  of  suitable  furniture,  and  such  means  of  illustration  as 
the  successful  instruction  of  children  requires.  AVhile  the  directors  of  the 
poor  iu  these  counties  deserve  credit  for  making  provision  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  these  children,  it.  is  greatly  feared  that  the  schools  are  regarded  too 
much  as  a  convenient  means  of  keeping  the  children  out  of  the  way,  rather 
than  as  the  chief  instrumentality  for  their  culture  and  preparation  for  the 
duties  of  life. 

If  schools  are  taught  in  county  alms-houses  at  the  public  expense,  it 
seems  every  way  proper  that  the  teachers  employed  should  hold  legal  cer- 
tificates, the  same  as  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  and  that  the  schools 
should  be  visited  by  the  County  Superintendent,  and  their  condition  and 
success  noted  in  his  annual  report. 

W.  W.  WOODRUFF, 

Acting  Deputy. 

May  31,  1ST3. 


PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Commission  appointed  by  the  Legislature  to  distribute  the  appro- 
priation made  to  State  Normal  schools. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  sixteenth  section  of  an  act  to  provide 
f-.>v  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government,  and  other  general  and  specifio 
appropriations  for  the  year  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-three,  approved  April  9,  1813,  the  Governor,  the  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools  and  the  Attorney  General,  met  on  the  10th  day  of  July, 
Is;;;,  to  make  distribution  of  the  moneys  appropriated  by  said  section 
among  the  several  State  Normal  schools.  After  examination  of  the  respec- 
tive claims  of  said  schools,  and  due  consideration  of  the  interests  of  the 
State,  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  said  schools — they  unanimously  distributed 
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the  said  money,  fifty  thousand  dollars,  equally,  the  some  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  to  each  of  the  following  schools,  viz : 

To  the  Normal  schools  located  at  Edinboro',  Mansfield,  Bloomsburg, 
Ivutztown  and  West  Chester,  upon  the  following  conditions,  viz  :  That  eacb 
of  said  schools  should,  before  receiving  said  moneys,  execute  to  the  Com- 
monwealth mortgages,  each  for  the  amount  specified  of  and  upon  all  the 
real  estate  owned  or  held  by  them  respectively,  with  the  condition  that  if 
said  schools  shall  respectively  fail  or  omit  to  keep  paid  and  satisfied,  for 
the  space  of  one  year,  any  interest  now  or  hereafter  becoming  due  upon  any 
mortgage  or  judgment  lien  prior  to  that  of  the  Commonwealth,  then  the 
mortgage  given  to  the  said  Commonwealth  is  to  be  and  become  due  and 
payable  upon  such  default,  and  also  reserving  to  the  Commonwealth  the 
right,  at  any  and  all  times,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  said  mortgages  or 
any  of  them ;  and  also  further  provided,  before  the  Bloomsburg  Normal 
school  shall  receive  said  $10,000,  or  any  part  thereof,  said  school  shall  sat- 
isfy all  liens  of  record  against  its  property,  except  what  is  known  as  a 
mortgage  for  $30,000  and  interest,  given  for  a  building  fund,  and  a  judg- 
ment held  by  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  about  $14,592  22,  and 
shall  apply  said  $10,000  first  to  satisfy  said  liens,  after  them  the  two  above 
referred  to,  and  any  balance  of  said  $10,000  remaining  shall  apply  on  the 
interest  due  upon  said  $30,000  mortgage ;  and  also  further  provided,  that 
the  $35,000  received  and  to  be  received  by  said  Bloomsburg  school,  shall  be 
secured  to  the  Commonwealth  in  two  separate  mortgages,  one  for  the 
$25,000  heretofore  advanced,  and  one  for  the  $10,000  to  be  advanced  when 
said  schools  comply  with  the  terms  hereby  imposed ;  and  the  owners  of 
said  judgement  of  $14,592  22 — executing  the  necessary  agreements  where- 
by the  said  mortgage  of  $10,000  shall  have  priority  of  lien  over  said  judg- 
ments, said  mortgages  and  agreements  to  be  duly  executed  and  recorded  by 
said  respective  schools,  and  approved  by  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools  before  the  moneys  hereby  distributed  are  paid  ;  and  the  Superinten- 
dent to  make  a  proper  entry  thereof  upon  the  records  of  his  Department, 
and  report  thereof  to  the  Legislature  as  required  by  the  act  under  which 
tihe  distribution  is  made. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENTS. 


•STATEMENT  A. 

Showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  school  districts  of  the  Commonwealth, 

excluding  Ph  iladelphia. 

RECEIPTS. 

From  collectors,  unseated  lands,  and  all  other  sources,  ex- 
clusive of  State  appropriation $6,  Oil,  949  93 

From  State  appropriation  for  1 8T2 447,  769  39 


Total  receipts 7, 119,  719  32 

EXPENDITURES. 

Cost  of  instruction $3,  424,  977  91 

Fuel,  contingencies,  &c 1 ,  750.  Ill  73 

I  lost  of  school   houses,   including  renting, 

repairing.  &c 1 ,  477,  831  03 


T«.;al  expenditures 0,  058,  920  0" 


Balance  in  favor  of  districts 460,  798  65 


STATEMENT  R. 

Showing  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  school  year  1873,  excluding 

Philadelphia. 

Whole  number  of  districts 2,  050 

Whole  number  of  schools 14?  675 

Whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance 694,  096 

A  verage  attendance  of  pupils 439,  393 

Percentage  of  attendance •  63 

A  verage  length  of  school  term 6.3  mos. 

Average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil 95  cents. 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers 7,  866 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers    9. 593 
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Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month $415? 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month 32  44 

Cost  of  tuition 3,  424,  977  '.I  I 

Fuel,  contingencies,  &c,  &c 1,  T56,  111    73 

Total  cost  for  purchasing,  building,  renting  and  repairing 

houses 1,  477,  831   03 

Total   expenditures  of  the    system    for   tuition,   fuel  and 

houses 6,  658,  920  67 

Total  State  appropriation 700.  000  00 

Total  State  appropriation  for  common  school  purposes,  ex- 
clusive County  Superintendents'  salaries 024,  714  00 

Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar,  school  tax 7.5 

Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar,  building  tax 4.3 

Amount  of  tax  levied 5,543,  985  23 

Amount  of  tax  levied  and  State  appropriation G,  243,  285  23 


STATEMENT  C. 

Showing  the   School   Statistics  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  year  ending  .De- 
cember' 31,  1872. 

Whole  number  of  school  houses 300 

Whole  number  of  schools,  counting  as  a  school  the  body  of 

pupils  under  one  permanent  teacher 1,  030 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers 78 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers 1 .  552 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month $154  49 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month    5027 

Whole  number  of  controllers 29 

Whole  number  of  directors 40^ 

Whole  number  of  pupils  registered 139,  924 

Whole  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  j'ear 80,  364 

Whole  number  admitted  during  year 59,  560 

Whole  number  left  during  year 37,  730 

Whole  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  at  the 

close  of  the  year 84,  387 

Average  attendance  of  pupils 72,  025 

Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  registered,  .  52 
Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  belonging 

to  the  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year .854 

Total  cost  per  pupil  on  average  attendance  per  month. .    .  $1  80 
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Whole  amount  paid  for  salaries  of  teachers $900,  819  56 

Whole  amount  paid  for  lots,  houses,  additions  and  repairs..  275,  981  33 

Hooks,  stationery,  fuel  and  contingencies 399,  398  86 

Total  amount  expended  for  school  purposes 1,  576, 199  74 

Valuation  of  school  property 4,  272,  284  00 


In  addition  to  the  above,  we  append  some  statistics  relating  to  the  night 
schools  of  Philadelphia: 

Whole  number  of  night  schools 29 

Whole  number  of  scholars 8,  587 

Salaries  of  teachers $19,  781   60 


The  several  ages  of  the  scholars  are  as  follows : 

Prom  17  to  21  years  of  age 5,  685 

"      21  to  25 do ■ 1,522 

-       25  to  30 do 699 

"      30  to  40 do 515 

Oyer  40 do 1 65 


Total 8, 587 

In  the  above  is  included  a  night  school  for  artisans — numbering  596  stu- 
dents. The  following  branches  were  taught : — Practical  Mathematics, 
Mechanical  Drawing,  Free-Hand  Drawing,  Commercial  Arithmetic,  Penman- 
ship, Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hygiene  and  Physics,  with  special  refer- 
ence to  the  Steam  Engine  and  Chemistry. 


STATEMENT  D. 

Showing  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  school  year   1873,  in  compari- 
son with  its  condition  for  the  school  year  1872,  excluding  Philadelphia. 

Whole  number  of  districts  in  1873 2,  050 

Do....   do do 1872 2,028 


Increase  in  1873 23 


Whole  number  of  schools  in  1873 •■ .  14,  67t> 

Do do do 1872 14,41* 


Increase  in  1873 260 
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Whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  in  1873 694, 090 

Do do do 1 872 099,  802 

Decrease  in  1873 5,  706 

Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  1873 439,393 

Do do do 1872 404,127 

Decrease  in   1873 24,  734 

Percentage  of  attendance  in  1873 .  OS 

Do.  .  .  .do do 1872 .60 

Decrease  in  1873 .OS 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  1873 6 .  S 

Do do do 1872 6, 


Increase  in   1873 


Average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  in  1873 .  .  .95 

Do do 1  .do do do 1872.  .  .99 

Decrease  in  1 873 .04 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers  in  1873 7,  866 

Do do do 1872 7,674 

Increase  in   1 873 192 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers  in  1873 9,  59S 

Do do do 1872 9,110 

Increase  in  1873 483 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month  in  1873 $41  5? 

Do do do do 1872 40  5£ 

Increase  in  1873 1  03 

.'i.'.  - 

Average,  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month  in  1873.  .  .  .  $32  44 

Do do do .do 1872.  ...  31  96 

Increase  in  1873 48 
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Total  cost  of  tuition  in  1873 $3,424,97?  91 

Do do 1872 3,221,121   78 


Increase  in  1813 203,856  13 


fuel,  contingencies,  &c,  in  1873 §1,756,111  73 

Do do do.. 1872 863,738  96 


Increase  in  1*73 892,372  77 


Total  cost  of  purchasing,  building,  renting  and  repairing 

school  houses  iu  1873 $1,  477.  831   03 

Total  for  1872 2,535,  637  39 


Decrease  in  1873   1, 057,  806  36 


Total  expenditures  of  the  .system  for  tuition,  building  pur- 
poses and  contingencies  in  1873 $6,  658,  920  67 

Total  in  1872 6,620,498  13 


Increase  in  1873 38,  422  54 


Total  State  appropriation  for  1873 $700,  000  00 

Do do do..  1872 650,000  00 


I  ncrease  in  1 873 50,  000  00 


Total  State  appropriations  for  common  school  purposes,  in- 
cluding amount  paid  to  County  Superintendents,  and  in- 
cluding amount  paid  to  Philadelphia  in  1873 $682, 500  00 

Total  in  1872 

Increase  in  1873 


Total  amount  paid  for  salaries  of  County  Superintendents 
in  1873 

Total  amount  paid  for  salaries  of  County  Superintendents 
in  1873 


[ncrease  in  1873. 


Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar  school  tax  1873.. 
Do do do do 1872.. 


increase  in  1873 


632, 

500 

00 

50, 

000 

00 

$75,286 

00 

69, 

560 

00 

5, 

726 

00 

7 

5e 

7 

.27 

.23 
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Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar  building  tax  187.'!.  4.30 

Do do do do 1872.  .  5.06 


1  >eerease  in  1873 .  7(! 

Whole  amount  of  taxlevied  and  State  appropriation  in  1873,  $6,  :2b;,  285  23 
!>o do do do 1872.     5.879.024  GO 


Increase  in  1873 364,  260  54 


Amount  of  tax  levied  in  districts  in  1873 $5,543,  985  23 

Do do 1872 5.229,024  69 


fnerease  in  1873 314,  960  54 


Amount  received  from  collectors,  including  State  appropri- 
ation for  1872  in  1873 $7,119,719  32 

Amount  received  1872 5, 438,  656  89 


Increase  in  1873 1,681,062  4! 


STATEMENT  E. 

Showing  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  school  year 
ending  December  31,  1872,?'??.  comparison  with  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1871. 

Whole  number  of  schools  in  1872 1,  630 

Do do 1871 1,584 


Increase  in  1872 46 


Whole  number  of  male  teachers  in  1872 78 

Do do 1871 79 

Decrease  in  1872 1 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers  in  1872 1. 552 

Do do do 1871 1,506 


Increase  in  1872 47 


v!  VI  11 


FORTIETH   ANNUM;  REPORT  OF  TUN 


Whole  number  of  pupils  registered  in  1*72. 

Do do do 1811. 

Increase  in  1872  


Whole  number  of  pupils    belonging  to  the  schools  at  the 

begining  of  the  year  18*72 

Total  in  1ST  1 


Decrease  in  1872. 


Number  of  pupils  admitted  during  the  year  1872. 
Do do do 1871. 

Increase  in  1872 


Humber  of  pupils  left  during  the  year  1872. 
Do do do do 1871 


Decrease  in  1872. 


Number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  at  the  close  of 

the  year  1872 

Total  in  1871 •. 

Increase  in  1872 


Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  1872. 
Do do do 1871. 

Decrease  in  1S72 


Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  registered 

in  1872  

Percentage  in  1871 

Decrea.se  in  1 872 


139,  924 
134,511 

5,418 


80, 364 
82,041 

1.677 


59,500 
52,470 

7,090 


37,730 
39,087 

1,357 


84,3S7 
81,075 

3,312 

72,025 
72,094 

69 


.516 
.53$ 


.020 


Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  belong- 
ing to  the  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year  1872 

Percentage  in  1871 

Decrease  in  1872 


.854 

.  889 

.  035 

-■J..      : 
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Total  cost  of  pupils  on  average  attendance  per  month  in 

1872 $1  80 

Total  cost  in  1871 1*8 


Increase  in  1872 02 

Whole  amount  paid  for  salaries  of  teachers  in  1872 $900,  819  56 

Do do do do 1871 883,151  75 


Increase  in  1872 17,  661   SI 


Whole  amount  paid  for  lots,  buildings,  repairs  and   addi- 
tions in  1872 $275,  981  33 

Whole  amount  in  1871 328,  475  96 


Decrease  in  1872 52, 494  63 


Whole  amount  paid  for  books,  stationery,  fuel  and  contin- 
gencies in  1872 • $399,  398  85 

Whole  amount  in  1871 400,  946  94 


Decrease  in  1872 1,548.09 


Total  amount  expended  for  school  purposes  in  1872 $1 ,  576, 1 99  74 

Whole  amount  in  1871 1,612,574  65 


Decrease  in  1872 36,  374  91 


STATEMENT  F. 

Showing  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  school  year  1873,  in  eompara- 
son  with  its  condition  for  the  school  year  1872,  including  Philadelphia. 

Whole  number  of  schools  in  1873 16,  305 

Do do do 1872 15,999 


Increase  in  1873 306 


Whole  number  of  teachers  in  1873 19,  089 

Do do do 1873 18,368 


Increase  in  1873 721 

4  School  Rep. 
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Whole  number  of  pupils  registered  in  1ST3 834,  020 

Do do do do 1S72 834,313 


1  >ecrease  in  1873 293 


Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  1873 511,  418 

Do do .'do 1872 .  536,221 


Decrease  in  1873 24,  803 


Total  cost  of  tuition  in  1873 $4,  325,  797  47 

Do do 1872 4,104,273  53 


Increase  in  1873 221,  523  94 


ToJ;al  cost  of  fuel  and  contingencies,  &c,  in  1873 $2, 155,510  58 

Do do do do 1872 1,264,685  90 


Increase  in  1873 890,  824  (is 


Total  cost  for  building,  purchasing  and  renting  houses  in 

1873 $1,753,812  36 

Total  in  1872 2,  864, 113  35 


Decrease  in  1873 1,  HO,  300  99 


Total  expenditures  of  the  system  for  tuition,  building,  rent- 
ing, purchasing  and  repairing  houses,  fuel  and  contingen- 
cies in  1S73 $8,235,120  41 

Total  in  1872 8,233,072  78 


Increase  in  1873 2,  047  63 


STATEMENT  G. 

Showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  for  the  <j<  nerd  system. 
S     fce  appropriation  for  the  school  year  ending  June,  1873. .       $700,000  0<» 

Paid  Philadelphia $124,564  27 

Allentown 3,  055  56 

Altoona 1,949  80 

Carbondale 1,319  47 
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Paid  Chester $1,  245  77 

Easton 2,199  12 

Erie 3,465  28 

Harrisburg 4,  654  60 

Hyde  Parke 1,  991  36 

Lebanon 1,  320  25 

Lock  Haven 1,  498  22 

Meadville 1,  661   29  • 

Norristown 2, 118  36 

Pittsburg 15,  766  24 

Pottsville 2,  052  51 

Reading 6,  271  48 

Scranton 4,  001  53 

Titnsville 1,  701  20 

Wilkesbarre 1,  655  20 

Williamsport 2,  848  27 

York 2,025  07 

Salaries  of  Comity  Superintendents 75,  286  00 

Normal  schools 15,  000  00 

Lincoln  University 2,  500  00 

Paid    non-accepting   school  districts    per  act 

April  9,  1868,  and  supplement 363  03 


281,119  88 

Amount  apportioned  among  the  districts 418,  880  12 


This  sum  has  been  appropriated  as  follows : 

Of  the  2,030  districts,  1,988  have  been  paid  the  State  ap- 
propriation, at  the  rate  of  66f  cents  per  taxable $411,  917  13 

Sixty  are  unpaid  for  cause 8,  69^  72 

Two  non-accepting  districts 21i  33 


EXPENDITURES    FOR    THE    CORNPLANTER   INDIANS. 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  1873 $300  00 

To  Cynthia  Wooden,  for  teaching  one  month $45  00 

To  Miss  A.  H.  Gregg,  for  teaching  six  months 237  00 

For  books  and  stationery 12  75 

Balance  unexpended  June  1,  1873 5  25 

300  CO 
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STATEMENT  II. 

Showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  for  it*  own  support. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  SALARIES. 

Salary  of  Superintendent. act  April  3,  1872.  .  $2, 500  00 

Do Deputy  Superintendent do 1,  800  00 

Do additional  Deputy  Superintendent do 1,«800  00 

Do three  clerks,  at  $1,400  each do 4,  200  00 

Do Messenger do ..... .  900  00 


By  amount  expended : 

For  stationery  and  blank  books 

Fo^postage,  telegrams  and  expressage 

For  cleaning  office  and  miscellaneous 

For  packing  and  distributing  documents 

For  engraving  warrants,  &c 

For  publishing  and  circulating  official  decisions,  &c 

For  expenses  of  principals  of  State  Normal  schools  and 

Superintendents,  &c 

For  traveling  expenses 


11,200  00 


By  payment  in  full $11,  200  00 

APPROPRIATIONS   FOR    INCIDENTALS. 

Stationery  and  blank  books $300  00 

Postage,  telegrams  and  expressage 1,  200  00 

For  cleaning  office  and  miscellaneous  expenses 300  00 

For  packing  and  distributing  documents 1,  000  00 

For  traveling  expenses 600  00 

For  engraving  warrants,  &c 175  00 

For  publishing  and  circulating  among  the  school  officers 
of  the  State  the  official  decisions  and  instructions  of  the 

Department 2,  200  00 

For  expenses  of  principals  of  State  Normal  schools  and 

Superintendents,  in  attending  annual  examinations 500  00 


6,275  00 


$299 

28 

1,212 

07 

280 

71 

990 

98 

176 

00 

2,200 

00 

470 

61 

600 

00 

6,229  C5 


Unexpended  balance $45  35 
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STATEMENT  I. 

Showing  the  estimates  of  appropriations  needed  for  the  General  System  and 

the  School  Department  for  1875. 

FOR   THE    GENEBAL    SYSTEM. 

For  common  schools,  including  those  of  Philadelphia,  and 

salaries  of  County  Superintendents $800,  000  00 

For  Normal  schools,  including  Lincoln  University,  to  be 
appropriated  on  the  same  conditions  as  those  imposed  by 
appropriation  act  of  1868 20,  000  00 

For  expenses  of  the  Superintendents  and  of  the  principals  of 
State  Normal  schools,  in  attending  the  annual  examina- 
tions of  said  schools 300  00 

i 

FOR    THE    SCHOOL    DEPARTMENT. 

For  salaries $11,  700.00 

For  engraving  and  printing  warrants 200  00 

For  stationery  and  blank  books : 300  Q0 

For  postage,  telegraphing  and  expressage 1,  200  00 

For  cleaning  rooms  and  miscellaneous  expenses 300  00 

For  packing  and  distributing  documents 1,  200  00 

For  traveling  expenses  on  official  business GOO  00 

For  publishing  and  circulating  official  decisions  and  instruc- 
tions    2,300  00 

Total 17, 800  00 


STATEMENT  J.  f 

Showing  the  amount  of  State  appropriation  paid  to  the   State  Normal 

schools. 

FIRST   DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State,  in  1871 $15,  000  00 

Do do 1873 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1872.  . 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1871 ...  . 
Do do do do 1872 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1871 


5. 

,000 

00 

54 

12 

557 

00 

219 

00 

136 

91 

20 

,997 

03 
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SECOND    DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  18G1 §5,  000  00 

Do do 1863 5,000  00 

Do do 1865 5,  000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1865 800  00 

Do do 1867 „....; 850  00 

Do do 1868 1,600  00 

Do do I860 1,500  00 

Do do 1870 1,300  00 

Do do 1871 1,900  00 

Do do 1872 1,100  00 

Do do 1873 1,600  00 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1866. .  .  .  179  00 

Do do do 1867 193  00 

Do do do 1868.....  132  00 

s    Do do do 1869 155  00 

Do do do 1870 181   00 

.       Do do do 1871....  148  00 

Do do do 1872 604  97 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1866 3,330  50 

Do do do 1867 3,365  80 

Do do do 1868 3,981  00 

Do do do   ....  .'.  ...1869 4,895  00 

Do do do ' 1870 4,  980  50 

Do do do 1871 4,064  50 

Do do do 1872 5,032  30 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1866 353  62 

Do do do 1868 79  30 

Do .  . .  q do do 1869 157  40 

Do do do....  1870 47  77 

Do do do....  1871 136  91 

57,067  57 

THIRD    DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1867 $5,  000  00 

Do do 1868 5,  000  00 

Do do 1869 5,000  00 

Do do 1873 5,000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1868 300  00 

Do do 1869 700  00 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS.  lv 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1870 $500  00 

Do do 18.11 300  00 

Do do 1872 150  00 

Do do 1873 200  00 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1807.  ...  14  00 

Do do do 1868....  34  00 

Do do do 1872....  9  96 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  I860 330  50 

Do do do 1807 802  10 

Do do do 1868 558  50 

Do do do 1869 804  50 

Do do do 1870 1,105  00 

Do do do 1871 702  50 

Do do do 1872 1,209  26 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1866 353  62 

Do do do 1868 79  30 

Do do do 1869 157  40 

Do do do 1870 47  77 

Do do do 1871 136  91 


28,555  32 

FIFTH   DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1863 $5,  000  00 

Do do 1864 5,000  00 

Do do 1805 5,000  00 

Do do 1872 10,000  00 

Do do 1873 5,000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1800 650  00 

Do do 1867 r 850  00 

Do do 1808 1,400  00 

Do do 1809 850  00 

Do do 1870 850  00 

Do do 1871 1,500  00 

Do. do 1872 400  00 

Do do 1873 800  00 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1807.  .  .  .  125  00 

Do do do 1868 112  00 

Do do do 1869 126  00 

Do do do 1870 98  00 

Do do do 1871 140  00 

Do do do 1872....  126  38 
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Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  1866 

. .  .1867 

...1868.. 

.  .  .1869 

...1870 

...18T1 

...187-2 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1866 

Do do do 1868 


Do 

do 

do 

Do 

do 

do 

Do 

do 

do 

Do 

do 

do 

Do 

do 

do 

Do 

do 

do 

Do do do 1869 

Do do do 1870. 

Do do do 1st  1 


SIXTH    DISTRICT. 


Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1869 

Do do 1870 

Do do 1872 

Do do 1873 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1870 

Do do 1871 

Do do 1872 

Do do 1873 

Appropriation  for  students,  as  teachers,  in  1869. 

Do do do 1870. 

Do do do 1871. 

Do do do 1872. 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1868. 

Do do do 1869. 

Do do do 1870. 

Do do do 1871. 


S772  00 

1, 

472  00 

1, 

026  50 

1, 

299  50 

1, 

481  00 

1, 

052  50 

1, 

087  62 

353  62 

79  30 

157  40 

47  77 

136  91 

46. 

,993  50 

$5, 

,000  00 

10, 

,000  00 

10, 

,000  00 

5 

,000  00 

400  00 

500  00 

250  00 

200  00 

417  00 

600  50 

187  00 

192  00 

79  30 

157  40 

47  77 

136  91 

32 

,967  88 

SEVENTH   DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1871 $15,  000  00 

Do do 1873 7,500  00 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  tachers,  in  1872 81  48 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1872 568  52 

23,150  00 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS.  lvii 

TWELFTH    DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1861 $5,  000  00 

Do do 1862 5,000  00 

Do do 1863 5,000  00 

Do do 1873 5,000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1866 300  00 

Do do 1867 250  00 

Do do 1868 550  00 

Do do 1869 250  00 

Do do 1870 850  00 

I)u do 1871 050  00 

Do do 1872 900  00 

Do do 1873 900  00 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1866.  .  .  .  150  50 

Do do do 1867 266  00 

Do do do 1868 110  00 

Do do do 1869 140  00 

Do do do 1870....  187  00 

Do do do 1871 83  00 

Do do do 1872 180  05 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1866 2,054  00 

Do do. do..". 1867......  1,824  59 

Do do do 1868 1,719  50 

Do do do 1869 2,077   60 

Do do do 1870 2,  068  50 

Do do do 1871 2,094  00 

Do do... do 1872 2,810  78 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1866 353  52 

Do do do.  .  .  .  1868 79  30 

Do do do....  1869 157  40 

Do do do....  1870 47  77 

Do do do 1871 136  81 


LINCOLN    UNIVERSITY. 


41,490  42 


Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1869 $2,  500  00 

Do do 1873 10,000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1870 150  00 

Do do 1872 100  00 
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Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers  as  teachers  in  1867 

Do do do 1868 

Do do do 1870 

Appropriation  for  other  students  as  teachers,  1807 

Do .do do 1868 

Do do do 1870 

Do do do 1871 

Do do do 1><7-- 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1867.. 

Do do do 1868.. 

Do do do 1870.. 

Do do do 1871.. 

Do do do 1872.. 


$188  00 

147  00 

38  00 

679  00 

468  00 

471  50 

1,029  50 

1,762  00 

633  00 

1,885  00 

1,840  50 

1,470  50 

638  00 

24,000  00 


APPROPRIATIONS    PAID    TO  ASSIST    SCHOOLS  TO  OBTAIN  RECOGNITION    AS  STATE 

NORMAL    SCHOOLS. 

For  aid  in  Eighth  district  in  1872,  1873 $20,  000  00 

For  aid  in  Ninth  district  in  1871 5,  000  00 

For  aid  in  Tenth  district  in  1869,  1870,  1871,  1872 25,  000  00 

50,000  00 

Total  amount  paid $325,  221   72 

Balance  of  appropriation  not  }'et  paid : 

General  appropriation,  1873 $53,  800  00 

Aid  to  Eighth  district ' 5,  000  00 

Aid  to  Ninth  district 10,  000  00 

Total  amount  appropriated 394,  021   72 
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STATEMENT  K. 

Showing  what  has  been  done  under  the  law  of  1868,  relative  to  Non-accept- 
ing School  District*. 

The  following  districts  having  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
have  been  paid,  in  addition  to  the  regular  annual  appropriations  : 

COUNTIES.                                               DISTRICTS.  AMOUNT. 

Berks District $560  35 

Bedford Southampton 967  86 

Jefferson Barnett 217  53 

Lancaster West  Cocalico 1,  855  11 

M'Kean Wetmore 36  74 

Northumberland Cameron 395  7-4 

Do Jackson 748  02 

Do Jordan 819  73 

Do Mahanoy,  Upper 648  63 

Do Mahanoy,  Lower 806  43 

Do Mahanoy,  Little 345  26 

Do Washington 719  01 

Somerset Conemaugh 929  45 

Schuylkill Brunswick,  West 356  58 

Do Mahantango,  Upper 533  70 

Do Perm,  West 356  58 

Westmoreland Ligonier  borough 1517-0 

Wyoming Falls 457  62 

Do Tunkhannock 651  69 

York Manheim 1.  247  37 


In  addition  to  the  above,  Harmony  district,  Beaver  county,  and  Wash- 
ington district,  Wyoming  county,  have  put  schools  in  operation  under  the 
system,  but  have  not  yet  been  paid  the  back  appropriations,  to  wit :  Har- 
mony, $532  84,  and  Washington,  $852  47. 

There  remains,  therefore,  but  one  district  in  the  Commonwealth  out  of 
the  operations  of  the  system,  viz  :  Overfield  district,  Wyoming  county, 
entitled  when  compbying  /with  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  the  sum  of 
$314  47,  exclusive  of  the  appropriation  of  the  current  year. 
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STATEMENT  L. 


Showing  the  estimated  value 

Adams $105,780  00 

Allegheny 121,300  00 

Armstrong 184,250  00 

Beaver 198,830  00 

Bedford 127,745  00 

Berks   614, 084  00 

Blair 183,600  00 

Bradford 262,  836  00 

Bucks 314,  088  00 

Butler 182,  750  00 

Cambria 234,  815  00 

Cameron 15,400  00 

Carbon  138, 650  00 

Centre 223,800  00 

Chester 456,349  00 

Clarion ,92,550  00 

Clearfield 112,102  00 

Clinton 208,300  00 

Columbia 120,400  00 

Crawford 464,  602  00 

Cumberland 240,  650  00 

Dauphin 437.  240  00 

Delaware 280,065  00 

Elk  63,100  00 

Erie ' 433,480  00 

Fayette 268,600  00 

Forest 31,450  00 

Franklin 235,  734  00 

Fnlton 22,975   00 

Greene 149,050  00 

Huntingdon 127,  495  00 

Indiana 1 75,  300  00 

Jefferson 113,875  00 

Juniata 61,230  00 

Lancaster 546,  796  00 


of  the  School  Property  of  the  State. 

*157.:!75 


Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

M'Kean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomeiy 

Montour 

Northampton .. .  . 
Northumberland 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna  .  .  . 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington  .  .  .  . 

Wayne 

Westmoreland  .  . 

Wyoming 

York 

Philadelphia 


166 
698 

827 
231) 

5!) 
318 

95 

63 
424 

76 
548 
299 

96 

25 

64 
641 

66 
102 

61 
162 
125 

85 
206 
164 
282 
106 
381 

73 
306 
272 


500  00 
125  00 
(T80  00 

706  70 
525  00 
900  00 
993  00 
650  00 
125  00 
900  00 
794  00 
100  00 
487  00 
800  00 
850  00 
030  00 
200  00 
600  00 
170  00 
405  00 
604  00 
800  00 
400  00 
300  00 
217  00 
500  00 
200  00 
600  00 
718  00 
284  00 


Total ......  21,750,209  70 
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STATEMENT  M. 


Showing  the  number  of ' Permanent  Certificates  granted. 


Adams 

Allegheny  . .  . 
Armstrong  .  . 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford .... 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 
Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Columbia. .  .  . 

Clearfield  .  .  . 

Clinton 

Crawford  .  .  . 

Cumberland . 

Dauphin .  .  .  . 

Delaware .  .  . 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin.  .  .  . 

Fulton.  :  .  .  . 

Greene 

Huntingdon , 

Indiana 

Jefferson.  .  . 

Juniata 


24 

222 

9 

13 

7 

25 

14 

14 

18 

6 

8 

0 

12 

21 

39 

8 

9 

6 

3 

8 

11 

20 

8 

0 

6 

16 

0 

16 
8 

10 

5 

18 

4 

3 


Lancaster 

Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

M'Kean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery  .  . . 
Montour 

Northampton .  .  . 

Northumberland 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna  .  . . 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington.  .  . 

Wayne 

Westmoreland  . 

Wyoming 

York 


Total 


61 
6 

35 

41 

40 

31 

0 

6 

21 

4 

25 

17 

2T 

3 

4 

4 

27 

8 

2 

0 

4 

2 

>- 
t 

26 

17 

36 

4 
25 

0 
32 

1.131 
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Number  of  schools  well 
classified 


No.  of  s  jparate  schools 
for  colored  children. . 


graded  schools 
need  Ml 
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Number  graded  dur- 
ing the  year 
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No.  of  graded  school* 
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Number  in  which  ap- 
paratus was  increased 
during  the  year - 


-h    -or-. is 


:  S  :  - '  :  ~  :  '„  :  £  5  :  r:  —  H  2 


li:i    - ioec    »**    -co    •  c  o    •  —  e> 


Number  without  ap- 
paratus worth  men- 
tioning   
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Number  well  supplied 

with  apparatus 

Number  supplied  with 
furniture  during  the 
year.   ^,.^ 


exr-^:l: 
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Number  with  injuri- 
ous furniture 


Number  with  suitable 
furniture 


Number  of  first-class 
school  houses 
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Number  without  Suit- 
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Number  badly  venti- 
lated   
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ADAMS  COUNTY— Aaron  Sheely. 

Another  year  of  prosperity  has  marked  our  educational  career.  Pro- 
gress is  the  order  of  the  day  in  every  department  of  science  and  industry, 
and  it  is  with  feelings  of  pride  and  pleasure  that  we  point  to  the  unmis- 
takable evidences  of  advancement  in  our  school  work. 

That  we  are  making  steady  progress  in  this  direction,  is  evident  from 
the  improved  condition  and  appearance  of  school  houses,  from  their  better 
location,  from  their  improved  furniture  and  apparatus,  from  the  increased 
length  of  the  school  term,  from  the  better^ualification  of  teachers,  from  the 
better  classification  of  schools,  from  the  general  adoptjjpn  of  uniform  text- 
books, as  well  as  from  a  more  liberal  and  enlightened  public  feeling  in  re- 
gard to  school  matters. 

"What  a  gratifying  view  is  presented  to  us  when  we  take  a  retrospect  of 
our  schools  and  school  work  for  the  last  eighteen  years.  Comparing  the 
schools  of  the  present  day  with  those  that  existed  when  the  county  super- 
intendency  went  into  operation,  we  feel  that  the  labors  of  the  teacher  have 
not  been  in  vain.  Marked  improvement  is  everywhere  to  be  seen.  Then 
good  school  houses  were  the  exception,  and  not  the  rule.  Now,  the  case  is 
reversed.  The  miserable  apologies  for  school  houses,  which  then  existed, 
have  given  way  to  those  more  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  times. 

The  small,  dingy,  uncomfortable  ten  by  twelve  structure,  with  low  ceiling 
and  small  windows,  located  on  some  out-of-the-way  patch  of  ground  of  about 
t  lie  same  size,  has  been  displaced  by  one  much  better  adapted  to  school  pur- 
poses. 

One  by  one,  the  proverbial  old  log  houses  of  a  former  generation  have 
disappeared,  until  few  remain  to  tell  their  story.  Those  that  are  still  in 
existence  are  useful  onl}r  as  landmarks  of  our  school  civilization.  If  we 
had  no  other  proofs  of  educational  progress,  this  alone  would  suffice. 

The  school  houses  of  Adams  are  a  credit  to  the  county  and  an  honor  to 
those  who  built  them.  The}'  compare  very  favorably  with  those  of  any 
<;  School  Rep. 
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other  county  in  the  State.     Having  traveled  considerably  during  the  last 
four  years,  I  can  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of  this  fact. 

Fine,  large  brick,  and  stone  houses,  beautifully  located,  tastefully  and 
elegantly  furnished,  and  supplied  with  maps,  charts,  globes  and  black- 
hoards,  are  scattered  at  proper  distances  all  over  the  county. 

Quite  a  number  of  districts  are  full}' supplied  with  houses,  furniture  and 
apparatus  of  this  description.  The  people,  too,  have  learned  to  appreciate 
good  houses  and  good  furniture.  Our  farmers  are,  for  the  most  part,  in 
easy  circumstances,  live  in  fine  houses,  have  splendid  barns  and  good  farms, 
and  are  not  satisfied  with  the  sorry  school  houses  of  former  days. 

Having  everything  <*#  home  to  make  their  children  comfortable  and  happy, 
they  are  unwilling  to  tolerate  anything  short  of  that  in  the  shape  of  school 
buildings  and  fixtures.  The  people  have  learned  to  know  that  children,  as 
well  as  people  of  a  larger  growth,  are  influenced  to  a  great  degree  by  their 
surroundings;  and  that  the  shabby  houses  of  the  olden  time,  with  their 
dingy  and  begrimed  walls,  their  rough  and  uncomfortable  benches,  and 
their  desolate  and  uninviting  appearance,  are  not  calculated  Jto  refine  the 
taste,  or  inspire  a  love  for  study. 

They  have  learned,  too,  that  good  school  houses  and  good  schools  are 
cheaper  than  jails  and  penitentiaries. 

In  many  cases  the  directors  ar%  compelled  to  erect  new  houses  and  sup- 
ply them  with  improved  furniture  and  apparatus,  to  satisfy  a  popular  de- 
mand for  them.  The  people  seem  to  have  caught  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
and  are,  from  year  to  year,  becoming  more  fully  impressed  with  the  value 
and  importance  of  good  public  schools. 

A  small  number  of  districts,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  statistical  report, 
have  still  a  few  houses  unfit  for  school  purposes ;  but  their  lease  of  life  is 
short.  Their  fate  is  sealed.  They  have  been  weighed  in  the  balances  and 
found  wanting,  and  before  many  years  their  history  will  be  a  thing  of  the 
past,  to  be  remembered  only  in  the  traditions  of  the  people. 

Six  new  houses  were  erected  last  season,  and  as  many  more  will  lie  put 
lip  the  present  season.  These  are  all  line,  substantial,  structures,  supplied 
with  good  furniture,  and  answer  well  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  in- 
tended. 

Another  hopeful  sign  of  the  times  is  the  improved  public  sentiment  which 
prevails  in  regard  to  the  common  school  system.  Some  years  ago  we  had, 
in  some  sections  of  the  county,  very  considerable  opposition  to  the  system, 
particularly  to  certain  features  of  it,  but  this  has  been  slowly  and  gradu- 
ally abating  until  it  has  now  almost  entirely  ceased.  Men  who  formerly 
were  hostile  to  the  system  have  become  friendly  to  it,  and  are  giving  it 
their  hearty  support.  Some  of  these  men  are  now  among  our  most  liberal 
directors. 
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It  was  indeed  gratifying  last  fall  to  note  the  readiness  with  which  the 
people  everywhere  accepted  the  five  month  law.  Much  popular  dissatisfac- 
tion was  feared  in  regard  to  the  increase  of  the  minimum  school  term,  but 
those  fears  were  happily  not  realized.  Scarcely  a  murmur  of  disapprobation 
was  heard. 

Notwithstanding  the  dull  times,  and  the  general  scarcity  of  money,  the 
people  everywhere,  with  surprising  willingness,  acquiesced  in  the  new  order 
of  things,  accepted  the  new  law,  paid  their  additional  taxes,  and  showed  by 
their  manner,  that  they  were  actually  in  advance  of  teachers,  who  feared  to 
ask  for  the  law ;  and  of  legislators,  who  hardly  dared  to  enact  it. 

In  a  few  districts,  it  is  true,  the  attendance  during  the  first  month  was 
small  and  irregular,  but  it  is  hoped  the  people  ma}'  soon  more  fully  ap- 
preciate the  importance  of  regular  attendance.  Irregularity  of  attendance 
is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  we  have  to  contend  with,  and  one  that  taxes  the 
ingenuity  of  educators  to  the  utmost. 

One  very  marked  improvement  in  school  management  is  the  skill  and 
taste  displayed  by  teachers  in  decorating  and  beautifying  their  school 
rooms.  It  is  surprising  what  a  fine  effect  can  be  produced  by  the  judicious 
expenditure  of  a  little  time  and  money  in  this  way. 

One  of  the  best  means  that  can  be  employed  by  teachers  to  secure  regu- 
larity of  attendance,  and  at  the  same  time  inspire  a  love  of  school  and 
school  work,  is  to  make  the  school,  and  everything  connected  with  it. 
pleasant  and  attractive.  Children  early  learn  to  love  the  beautiful,  and 
wise  teachers  strive  to  profit  by  the  knowledge  of  this  fact. 

It  is  not  in  human  nature  to  do  willingly,  and  for  any  length  of  time. 
that  which  affords  no  pleasure  ;  and  when  Ave  consider  the  dreary,  cheerless 
appearance  of  certain  school  rooms  we  know  of,  it  is  not  at  all  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  the  attendance  at  those  schools  is  so  poor.  The  schools  that 
last  winter  showed  the  highest  percentage  of  attendance,  presented  a  sin- 
gularly cheerful  and  home-like  appearance.  The  walls  and  ceilings  were 
beautifully  wreathed  and  festooned  with  evergreens  and  hung  with  pictures 
and  mottoes,  producing  a  very  fine  effect.  Many  teachers  make  their  own 
mottoes,  and  very  fine  ones  at  that. 

One  gentleman  had  in  his  school  last  winter  a  beautiful  set  painted  on 
glass,  by  himself,  and  so  finety  executed  as  to  lead  me  at  first  to  suppose 
they  were  by  Prang. 

A  lady  had  a  number  of  good  mottoes,  in  large  and  beautiful  letters,  made 
of  dark  colored  maple  leaves,  stitched  together  and  tacked  to  the  walls. 
Another  lady,  besides  a  number  of  excellent  home-made  mottoes,  had  the 
word  "  Welcome,"  in  very  large  finely  formed  letters  on  the  wall  behind 
her  desk,  and  made  of  the  leaves  of  the  myrtle.  To  heighten  the  effect  of 
this,  the  school,  on  the  occasion  of  our  visit,  rose  and  sang  a  beautiful  song 
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of  -welcome  and  greeting  as  the  directors  and  Superintendent  entered  the 
door. 

Many  of  the  finest  mottoes  in  the  schools  last  winter  were  designed  and 
executed  by  the  teachers  themselves  ;  and,  though  beautiful  and  appropri- 
ate, were  comparatively  inexpensive.  In  the  preparation  of  these  no  small 
amount  of  taste,  tact  and  talent  were  displayed. 

Not  only  were  the  walls  of  m.aiy  houses  covered  with  good  mottoes, 
maps,  charts  and  clock,  but  in  some  instances  line  chromos,  oil  paintings, 
engravings,  statuary,  carpets  in  the  aisles  and  cabinet  organs  served  to 
give  the  rooms  an  air  of  elegance  and  refinement  really  grand.  This  may 
seem  strange  and  extravagant  to  some,  but  it  is  true. 

One  cannot  help  feeling  cheerful  and  happy  with  such  delightful  sur- 
roundings, and  the  attendance  under  such  circumstances  is  always  good. 
[n  such  schools  there  is  rarely  any  trouble  in  regard  to  the  care  and  pre- 
servation of  school  property.  The  scholars  feel  they  have  a  personal  in- 
terest in  keeping  everything  in  good  order,  and  would  no  more  think  of 
doing  damage  to  the  school  room,  or  anything  pertaining  to  it,  than  they 
would  think  of  mutilating  the  furniture  in  their  parlors  at  home.  There 
are  school  rooms  in  this  county  that  have  been  in  use  eight  and  ten  years, 
in  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  the  mark  of  a  knife  or  pencil  on  the 
walls,  desks  or  benches.  Can  not  this  same  spirit  be  infused  into  all  the 
schools  ? 

Heretofore  many  teachers  have  been  too  deficient  in  general  intelligence. 
The  average  amount  of  information  on  general  subjects  possessed  by  those 
holding  the  provisional  certificate,  as  well  as  by  some  holding  the  higher 
grades  of  certificates,  is  very  much  less  than  is  generally  supposed. 

Last  year  special  pains  were  taken  at  the  examination  to  ascertain  the 
number  and  character  of  the  books  read  by  teachers.  The  result  was  cal- 
culated to  bring  the  blush  of  shame  to  the  cheeks  of  every  teacher  who 
has  any  regard  for  the  honor  of  his  calling. 

While  the  members  of  other  professions  are  required  to  pass  through  a 
systematic  and  thorough  course  of  reading  and  study,  before  they  are  ad- 
mitted to  practice,  it  frequently  happens  that  persons  are  certificated  to 
teach  who  are  not  only  destitute  of  that  broad  and  liberal  culture  which  is 
essential  to  the  highest  success  in  teaching,  but  who  are  often  compelled  to 
confess  their  utter  ignorance  of  the  commonest  books  and  authors. 

Not  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  those  examined  last  year  took  or  read  a 
periodical  devoted  to  the  interest  of  the  profession.  One  young  man,  who 
said  he  had  taught  three  terms,  made  the  humiliating  confession,  that  he 
had  never  seen  an  educational  journal,  and  could  not  recollect  that  he  had 
ever  read  a  book  on  any  subject  whatever.  He  said  he  once  read  a  little  in 
an  old  book  by  a  Dr.  Watts,  but  had  forgotten  the  title  of  the  work  he  had 
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read,  and  did  not  remember  anything  that  was  in  it  except  that  it  had  a  good 
deal  to  say  about  the  "  Mind."  This  undeveloped  genius  imagined  himself 
greatly  wronged  and  unappreciated  when  informed  that  such  ignorance  was 
quite  inexcusable,  and  that,  for  the  good  of  the  schools,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  he  should  be  placed  on  the  retired  list.  Of  what  advantage  know- 
ledge could  possibly  be  to  a  teacher  was  wholly  incomprehensible  to  him. 

But  our  young  teachers  are  not  all  of  this  indolent,  easy-going  sort.  On 
the  contrary,  a  considerable  number  manifest  a  laudable  desire  to  attain  a 
higher  degree  of  mental  and  professional  culture. 

Not  satisfied  with  present  attainments,  they  are  putting  forth  noble 
efforts  to  qualify  themselves  better  for  their  work.  This  they  do  by  attend- 
ing State  and  County  Normal  schools,  Iry  reading  and  studying  professional 
books  and  papers,  by  attending  educational  meetings,  and  by  visiting  each 
other's  schools. 

If  teachers  ever  wish  to  obtain  that  power  and  influence  for  good  which 
they  should  possess,  and  if  they  ever  expect  their  profession  to  attain  that 
rank  which  of  right  belongs  to  it,  they  must,  at  whatever  cost,  work  them- 
selves up  to  a  higher  plane  intellectually. 

On  account  of  the  severity  of  the  winter,  and  the  prevalence  of  the  horse 
disease  during  the  months  of  November  and  December,  when  it  was  out  of 
the  question  to  procure  a  horse  fit  to  drive,  my  visitations  were  not  com- 
menced until  late  in  the  season.  A  few  schools  were  consequently  not 
visited.     The  loss,  if  an}',  will  be  made  up  to  them  at  some  future  time. 

The  annual  Institute  was  held  in  Gettysburg,  commencing  January  20, 
and  remained  in  session  five  days.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  quite 
large,  only  about  twenty  failing  to  answer  to  their  names. 

If  the  degree  of  success  in  an  Institute  may  be  measured  by  the  attend- 
ance and  by  the  amount  of  interest  manifested,  our  last  meeting  ma}r  be 
set  down  as  a  grand  success.  The  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  public 
was  unprecedented  ;  full  houses  greeted  us  morning,  noon  and  night.  No 
matter  what  the  order  of  exercises,  or  what  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, the  people  attended  in  crowds  all  the  time.  The  interest  abated  only 
when  the  hour  of  final  adjournment  arrived.  The  lecturers  and  instructors 
for  the  occasion  were  John  G.  Saxe,  Prof.  S.  K.  Murdoch,  Benson  J.  Los- 
sing,  John  G.  Morris,  D.  D.,  of  Baltimore,  M.  Valentine,  D.  D.,  of  Penn- 
sylvania College,  Profs.  Andrew  Burtt,  Geo.  J.  Luckey  and  H.  J.  Gourley, 
of  Pittsburg ;  Prof.  A.  D.  Rowe,  Ex-County  Superintendent,  Clinton  county, 
and  Ex-County  Superintendents  J.  H.  Wert  and  P.  D.  W.  Hankey.  All 
acquitted  themselves  well  and  gave  general  satisfaction.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  little  carping  and  fault-finding  on  the  part  of  a  very  few  persons, 
who  are  far  too  wise  and  good  for  this  wicked  world,  everything  passed  oft' 
admirably. 
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In  conclusion,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  directors,  teachers  and 
others  for  many  acts  of  kindness,  as  well  as  for  the  sympathy  and  co- 
operation so  freely  bestowed. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY.— A.  T.  Douthett. 

In  presenting  the  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  it  is  gratifying  to 
be  able  to  say,  that  for  the  most  part  they  are  in  good  condition.  A 
large  number  are  in  such  a  state  of  progress  that  we  may  feel  satisfied  and 
encouraged.  By  this  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  we 
have  attained  perfection  in  every  particular,  for  it  must  be  admitted  that 
there  are  always  some  circumstances  which  prevent  our  institutions  from 
coming  up  to  the  full  measure  of  their  usefulness.  All  are  not  alike  in 
their  location  and  surroundings,  and  there  must  necessarily  be  differences 
corresponding  to  the  diversities  of  the  neighborhood  and  its  inhabitants. 

Yet  these  circumstances  do  not  at  all  times  determine  the  character  of  a 
school.  We  have  not  unfrequently  found  that  a  school  very  unfavorably 
located  presents  all  the  essential  elements  of  success,  and  shines  forth 
among  the  best  and  brightest  of  the  county,  while  another  surrounded  by 
far  greater  advantages  will  perhaps  wither,  droop,  languish  and  almost 
die.  These  differences  we  have  found  are  mainly  or  nearly  alwaj^s  depend- 
ent upon  the  teacher,  although  the  interest  taken  by  directors  and  parents 
have  a  very  decided  influence  as  to  what  shall  be  the  efficiency  and  iiseful- 
ness.  The  old  adage  :  "As  the  teacher  so  is  the  school,"  might  be  varied 
and  made  to  say,  as  are  the  directors  and  parents  so  are  the  teachers  and 
schools. 

PROGRESS    DURING    THE    YEAR. 

Ten  new  houses  have  been  built :  one  in  the  Ninth  ward,  Allegheny  City, 
one  in  Chartiers,  one  in  Elizabeth  borough,  one  in  Forward,  one  in  North 
Fayette,  one  in  South  Fayette,  one  in  Pine,  one  in  Wilkins,  one  in  South 
Yersailles  and  one  in  Braddock's  borough.  Of  these  edifices  it  can  be  said 
that  they  are  all  good,  well  located  and  furnished  with  the  most  approved 
style.  Special  mention,  however,  should  be  made  of  that  erected  in  the 
Ninth  ward,  Allegheny  City,  at  a  cost  of  about  $45,000;  size  of  lot,  half  an 
acre ;  house,  a  beautiful  three  story  brick  building  of  improved  style,  with 
ten  spacious  rooms  and  a  large  hall.  The  directors  of  this  ward  had  long  to 
eontend  with  much  opposition  from  the  citizens  in  their  efforts  to  provide 
ample  accommodations  for  the  children,  but  finally  succeeded  in  overcoming 
opposition,  and  by  the  first  of  September  will  have  the  building  ready  for 
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occupancy.  The  directors  of  North  Fayette  have  taken  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  and  have  erected  one  first-class  house.  It  is  hoped  that  they 
will  take  seven  more  in  the  same  path,  and  then  their  respective  districts 
will  he  provided  with  proper  buildings. 

A    SEUIES   OF    NECESSITIES    CONSIDERED. 

While  the  schools  are  in  a  good  condition,  many  of  them  better  than  in 
an}'  former  year,  there  are  yet  a  few  things  which  should  claim  the  atten- 
tion of  all  interested  in  their  complete  success : 

First — Directors  should  adopt  a  uniform  series  of  text-hooks  and  insist 
upon  their  use. 

Second — The}'  should  adopt  a  system  of  graded  schools  in  many  of  the 
rural  districts. 

Third — They  should  lengthen  the  school  term.  The  recent  amendment 
to  the  school  law,  requiring  five  instead  of  four  months,  gives  general 
satisfaction  ;  six  months  will  be  better  still. 

Fourth — The}'-  should  endeavor  to  secure  a  more  regular  attendance 
upon  the  part  of  the  pupils,  and  a  more  hearty  co-operation  of  parents, 
directors  and  teachers.  Lastly,  but  not  least,  they  should  provide,  in  sev- 
eral districts,  better  school  accommodations,  which  are  so  much  needed. 

The  schools  of  Allegheny  city  were  never  in  a  more  prosperous 
state  than  during  the  past  year.  From  term  to  term  they  are  becoming 
more  and  more  efficient,  which  is  claimed  to  be  mainly  owing  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  teachers,  and  the  interest  taken  in  them  by  those  having  the 
control  of  the  educational  affairs  of  tlje  city.  A  high  school  is  recom- 
mended where  youth  can  prosecute  their  studies  to  such  a  degree  of  profi- 
ciency as  will  properly  qualify  them  for  entering  the  professions  and  dis- 
charging all  the  responsible  duties  devolving  upon  them  as  citizens.  This 
is  a  matter  of  much  importance,  and  one  which  should  claim  the  most 
serious  consideration. 

AN    UNPOPULAR    BUT    PROPER    STRICTNESS. 

In  granting  certificates  to  teachers  greater  care  was  exercised  than  during 
years  past,  to  the  end  that  a  higher  standard  of  qualifications  be  secured. 
Certificates  were  withheld  from  a  large  number  of  old  teachers  who  had 
contented  themselves  with  the  belief  that  having  received  the  certificate 
once  it  was  only  necessary  to  go  through  the  form  of  an  examination  and 
receive  another  certificate  without  giving  substantial  evidence  of  improve- 
ment. Of  the  many  teachers  visited,  two  things  were  quite  noticeable,  viz: 
A  decided  advance  in  the  art  of  imparting  instruction  and  governing  the 
school. 

The  difference  of  learning  a  lesson  by  rote  and  understanding  its  princi- 
ples and  application  appears  to  be  well  understood  by  a  large  majority  of 
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those  employed  in  this  county.  The  great  mistake,  so  often  made  by  many, 
to  suppose  the  human  mind  is  a  mere  receptacle  to  be  filled  with  useless  or 
abstract  ideas,  is  fast  yielding  to  the  more  rational  idea  that  the  pupils 
must  be  taught  to  think,  understand  and  appreciate  what  they  learn. 

TEACHERS    OUGHT    TO    BE    TRAINED. 

The  County  Institute  meetings  have  increased  in  interest  so  much  during 
the  past  few  years  as  now  to  be  regarded  as  indispensable.  They  are  claim- 
ing the  attention  of  the  best  classes  of  the  community.  Lawyers,  physi- 
cians and  ministers  all  attend  upon  the  sessions  of  the  institute  and 
participate  in  the  exercises.  We  feel  assured  that  the  work  done  and  the 
words  of  cheer  spoken  will  be  appreciated  by  the  hundreds  of  teachers  and 
friends  of  education  who  attended  its  sessions. 

We  also  urge  the  establishment  of  a  Normal  school.  Without  the 
trained  teacher  no  system  of  public  school  education  can  be  made  to 
perform  its  full  measure  of  usefulness.  Had  the  citizens  of  this  Normal 
School  district  accepted  of  the  liberal  offer  made  to  them  by  Mr.  James 
Kelly,  and  commenced  the  work  of  establishing  a  Normal  school  and  put- 
ting it  in  successful  operation,  they  would  have  conferred  a  lasting  benefit, 
not  only  upon  this  community,  but  the  cause  of  education  in  general. 

WORK    DONE    BY    THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  document  closes  with  the  following  statement : 

In  addition  to  the  459  visits  made-  to  the  Bchools  of  the  county,  we  held 
33  public  examinations,  examined  over  100  applicants,  granted  455  provi- 
sional and  23  professional  certificates  to  teachers,  attended  14  educational 
meetings,  held  one  County  Institute  of  five  days,  and  seven  local  institutes 
of  two  days  each,  and  wrote  T40  letters,  traveled  over  5,000  miles,  and  spent 
293  days  in  official  business,  besides  many  other  items  of  business  per- 
taining to  the  duties  of  our  office.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  a  county 
like  ours  [there  is  sufficient  business  to  claim  full  time  and  attention. 
l>efore  closing  this  report  permit  me  to  render  to  directors,  citizens, 
children  and  teachers  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  uniform  kindness  extended 
to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  business. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 
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INTRODUCTORY    REMARKS. 

School  affairs  have  moved  along  the  past  year  in  the  even  tenor  of  their 
way,  unmarked  by  any  prominent  events.  The  addition  of  one  month  to 
the  minimum  length  of  the  school  year  has  been  received  unfavorably  in 
some  districts,  but  I  trust  with  proper  arrangement  of  the  school  term,  it 
will  ultimately  prove  satisfactory. 

HOUSES. 

My  statistical  report  has  been  made  out  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions from  the  Department,  and  in  consequence  there  are  no  houses  in  the 
county  reported  "well  supplied  with  apparatus,"  and  but  a  few  with  -suit- 
able furniture,"  and  not  one,  "  well  ventilated." 

Notwithstanding  this  apparently  disparaging  report,  we  have  many  good, 
comfortable  houses,  with  a  moderate  supply  of  apparatus,  and  reasonably 
well  furnished.  The  school  buildings  in  the  boroughs  of  Kittanning  and 
Freepbrt  will  compare  favorably  with  those  in  any  towns  of  similar  size  in 
the  State.  In  the  rural  districts,  the  John  Wylie  and  Middlesex,  in  East 
Franklin;  the  Brown,  in  Sugar  Creek;  and  the  Pine  Run,  in  Brady's  Bend, 
are  houses  worthy  of  special  mention. 

The  general  tendency  is  to  erect  better  bu  ildings  than  those  in  use  here- 
tofore. But  some  boards,  with  mistaken  ideas  of  economy,  build  houses 
too  small,  too  low  in  the  ceiling,  and  without  adequate  means  of  ventila- 
tion, and  thus  sow  the  seeds  of  disease  in  children  which  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, result  in  a  lavish  expenditure  of  money  for  relief,  and  a  prema- 
ture loss  of  health,  if  not  life  itself. 

The  houses  that  have  heen  erected  the  last  year  are  generally  well  adapted 
to  school  purposes.  The  following  new  houses  have  been  built ;  Hovey, 
1;  Kittanning  township,  1;  Plum  Creek,  -1;  Wayne,  1;  Cowanshannock, 
1;  Sugar  Creek,  1;  East  Franklin,  2.  Those  in  East  Franklin  are  neat 
brick  buildings,  furnished  with  improved  desks  and  seats.  Some  new 
houses  are  needed  in  Madison,  Burrell,  Red  Bank  and  Allegheny  townships, 
and  in  the  boroughs  of  Leechburg  and  Apollo. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  schools,  as  far  as  visited,  as  a  general  rule,  manifested  evidence  of 
progress  and  improvement.  The  entire  failures  were  comparatively  few, 
and  all  on  account  of  inability  to  govern  properly.  The  schools  of  Kittan- 
ning borough  were  for  the  first  time  .under  the  supervision  of  a  lady  princi- 
pal, Miss  E.  J.  Hughes,  who  succeeded  admirably  under  the  circumstances. 
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VISITATIONS. 

Owing  to  the  epizootic  I  was  unable  to  reach  all  the  schools.  I  shall 
visit  those  I  failed  to  see  last  winter  the  first  of  tii  >  coming  term,  and  pos- 
sibly may  reach  thorn  the  second  time. 

VENTILATION. 

Many  teachers  are  derelict  fcs  duty  in  not  using  all  the  means  at  their 
disposal  to  ventilate,  their  school  rooms.  One  house  1  entered  contained 
about  thirty  pupils,  from  seven  to  seventeen  years  of  age.  The  house  was 
about  25x20x8,  tightly  lined,  and  ceiled  up  everywhere  almost  as  tight  as 
a  drum.  The  teacher  could  not  understand  why  her  pupils  were  so  rest- 
less!  The  only  wonder  to  me  was.  that  they  did  not  rise  in  rebellion  and 
demand  fresh  air.  It  was  with  difficulty  I  could  breathe  for  several  min- 
utes after  entering  the  room.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  hereafter  teachers 
will  make  the  best  use  of  their  power  of  the  limited  means  afforded  them 
to  properly  ventilate  their  school  rooms,  and  also  maintain  an  equal  but 
not  too  high  temperature.  I  merely  refer  to  this  to  prevent  a  similar  oc- 
currence, but  would  not  by  any  means  have  this  taken  as  a  type  of  either 
our  teachers  or  their  school  rooms.  This  is  an  extreme  case.  We  have 
many  earnest,  devoted,  self-sacrificing  teachers,  who  labor  faithfully  to  dis- 
charge their  duties. 

WANTS    OF    OUR    SCHOOLS. 

The  great  want  is  permanency  in  the  profession.  Many  of  our  teachers 
each  year  are  beginners.  We  can  scarcely  hope  for  any  improvement  in 
this  respect  until  the  districts  feel  justified  in  paying  higher  salaries,  and 
thus  enable  teachers  to  thoroughly  prepare  themselves  and  devote  their 
life  wholly  to  the  profession. 

Our  school  term  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  commence  about  the  first  of 
September,  and  thus  allow  two  months  for  the  smaller  scholars  to  attend 
school,  after  which  a  vacation  at  the  discretion  of  the  board,  and  then  the 
remaining  three  months,  which  can  be  attended  during  the  most  inclement 
season  of  the  }'ear  principally  by  the  larger  scholars. 

DISTRICT    INSTITUTES. 

District  institutes  were  held  in  Cowansharinock,  Valley,  Freeport,  Brady's 
Bend.  East  Franklin  and  Hovey  townships.  The  first  three  were  quite  suc- 
cessful, and  were  maintained  with  interest  throughout  the  term.  There  is 
no  question  in  my  mind  but  that  good  district  institutes  are  of  great  benefit 
to  the  schools;  but  unfortunately,  in  some  localities,  the  teachers  failed  to 
take  that  lively  interest  in  them  they  should  have  done,  and  inconsequence 
the  institutes  have  fallen  int.)  disrepute  with  the  people  and  directors. 
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COUNTY    INSTITUTE. 

•  Our  County  Institute  was  held  in  Kittanning,  commencing  on  the  16th 

of  December,  and  closing  on  the  20th.  It  was  well  attended,  the  exercises 
interesting,  and  the  results  satisfactory.  Our  regular  instructors  were  Miss 
Emma  Garfield,  of  Busti,  New  York;  Prof.  A.  B.  Miller,  of  Waynesbor- 
ough,  and  Prof.  W.  B.  Hall,  of  Lancaster ;  all  of  whom  gave  very  general 
satisfaction.  We  also  had  with  us  at  different  times  during  the  session,  the 
following  gentlemen,  viz:  Profs.  George  J.  Luckey,  Superintendent,  Pitts- 
burg; A.  T.  Douthett,  Superintendent,  Allegheny  county;  II.  M.  Jones, 
Superintendent,  Westmoreland  county,  and  Messrs.  Craig  and  Hartman, 
members  Central  Board  of  Education,  of  Pittsburg;  all  of  whom  partici- 
pated in  the  exercises. 

In  addition  to  those  from  a  distance,  we  received  aid  from  R.  W.  Smith, 
Esq.,  formerly  Superintendent  of  this  county,  and  Rev.  O.  S.  Taylor,  of 
Kittanning  ;  and  very  efficient  services  were  rendered  by  our  own  teachers, 
who  prepared  essays,  read  reports,  and  engaged  in  discussion,  thus  adding 
to  the  variety  and  interest  of  the  exercises. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  benefits  arising  to 
the  schools  from  county  institutes,  I  observe  this :  that  where  but  a  por- 
tion of  the  teachers  of  a  township  are  present,  they  are  likel}'  to  be  the 
best  teachers  in  that  township ;  and  that  the  township  from  which  Ave  have 
the  fullest  attendance,  usually  has  the  best  schools.  Whether  it  is  only 
the  better  class  of  teachers  that  attend  institutes,  or  whether  institutes 
assist  in  making  better  teachers,  I  leave  to  the  opponents  of  county  insti- 
tutes to  consider. 

EXAMINATION    OF    TEACHERS. 

Public  examinations  were  held  in  each  township,  and  in  the  boroughs  of 
Kittanning  and  Freeport.  It  would  be  well  if  directors  would  attend  these 
examinations,  and  judge  for  themselves  of  the  ability  of  the  teacher  by 
his  examination.  In  most  of  the  districts  this  is  done,  but  in  some  it  is 
wholly  or  in  part  neglected.  I  had  more  or  less  visitors  at  all  my  exam- 
inations, among  them  the  following  ministers  :  Rev.  II.  M'Kay,  Rev.  Byron 
Porter,  (who  kindly  allowed  me  the  use  of  the  Elderton  academy,  in  which 
to  hold  the  examination,)  Rev.  W.  F.  Morgan,  Rev.  J.  J.  Pennypacker,  Rev. 
II.  Huston,  and  Rev.  C.  W.  Swartz.  No  professional  certificates  were  grant- 
ed ;  not  that  I  found  none  with  sufficient  intellectual  attainments  to  merit 
one,  but  I  was  desirous  of  witnessing  their  mode  of  teaching  first.  This 
being  satisfactory,  several  will  be  issued  at  or  before  the  next  examination. 

OTHER    AGENCIES. 

The  following  institutions  do  a  good  work  in  preparing  teachers  for  their 
profession,  and  students  to  enter  college,  viz :  Dayton,  Glade  Run,  Elderton, 
Worthington  and  Slate  Lick  academies. 
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THE    PRESS. 

The  county  papers  :u*e  friendly  to  the  cause  of  education,  and  are  de- 
serving of  thanks  for  their  liberality.  Our  advertising  is  done  at  reduced 
rates,  and  proceedings  of  educational  meetings  published  gratuitously. 

VISITATION    BY    DIRECTORS    AND    CITIZENS. 

This  duty  is  sadly  neglected.  Could  the  people  be  made  aware  of  the 
benefits  arising  from  these  visits,  there  is  no  doubt  they  would  attend  to 
their  duties  more  cheerfully.  It  strikes  me  as  a  very  strange  fact,  that  the 
ministry,  composed  generally  of  educated  persons,  and  always  of  those 
who  can  appreciate  and  fully  realize  the  necessity  of  the  education  of  the 
youth,  mentally  and  morally,  should  so  seldom  lie  found  in  the  school-room. 
It  is  but  occasionally  their  names  are  found  among  the  "  visitors/'  It  is 
with  pleasure  I  note  an  exception  to  this  general  apathy  in  the  person  of 
Rev.  J.  M.  Jones,  of  Middlesex,  who  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  schools  in 
his  neighborhood.  It  is  quite  possible  that  there  are  other  instances,  but 
they  have  not  fallen  under  my  observation.  I  mentioned  this,  not  through 
any  spirit  of  fault-finding  or  want  of  respect  for  the  clergy,  but  with  a  firm 
conviction  that  no  other  class  in  the  community  can,  by  their  visitation,  so 
encourage  and  stimulate  to  duty  both  teacher  and  pupils 

CONCLUSION. 

My  thanks  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  directors  for  their 
support  iii  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties  ;  to  the  citizens  for  their 
hospitality,  and  to  the  teachers  for  their  cordial  co-operation  in  the  cause 
of  education. 


BEAVER  COUNTY.— M.  L.  Knight. 

In  reply  to  the  numerous  inquires  made  by  friends  of  education  relative 
to  the  condition  of  our  schools,  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  say  that 
the  educational  progress  of  our  county,  during  the  past  3*ear,  is  encour- 
aging.    Marked  progress  is  manifest. 

1st.  The  number  of  new  and  substantial  houses  that  have  been  built 
during  the  past  year. 

2d.  In  the  increased  demand  for  the  best  teachers,  and  an  expressed 
willingness  to  compensate  them  for  their  services. 

3d.  In  the  complete  success  of  our  County  Institute. 

Building*. — Seven  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  past  year.  One 
in  Greene ;  one  in  Big  Beaver ;  one  in  New  Sewickley,  and  four  in  Chippewa. 
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The  houses  in  Chippewa  deserve  special  notice,  as  being  the  most  substan- 
tial and  beautiful  rural  school  buildings  in  the  county,  and  reflect  great 
credit  upon  the  directors  as  well  as  the  contractor. 

Boards  of  directors  expecting  to  build,  would  do  well  to  examine  them 
before  contracting. 

The  houses  in  Chippewa  and  Greene  are  furnished  with  the  "improved 
school  furniture,''  and  1  hope  every  district  in  the  county  will  follow  their 
example. 

The  house  in  New  Sewickley  has  too  many  windows  and  not  enough 
black-board  surface.  There  should  be  at  least  one  hundred  feet  of  black- 
board in  every  school  room.  There  are  twenty  houses  in  the  county  that 
are  unfit  for  use;  I  am  glad  to  know,  however,  that  a  number  of  them  will 
be  removed  the  coming  year,  and  their  places  filled  with  new  ones. 

Ground*.- — But  comparatively  few  of  the  school  houses  have  sufficient 
grounds  ;  one-half  acre  at  the  very  least  should  be  set  apart  for  a  play- 
ground for  the  pupils  of  every  school ;  many  are  destitute  of  the  necessary 
out-buildings.  However,  I  am  able  to  say  in  this  connection  that  a  num- 
ber of  the  districts  are  moving  in  this  matter.  I  am  sorry  to  record  the 
fact,  that  many  very  handsome  grounds,  naturally,  are  permitted  to  remain 
a  barren  waste.  If  directors  would  only  build  suitable  fences  around  the 
school  property,  the  enterprise  which  I  see  manifested  in  many  of  the 
schools,  warrant  me  in  saying  that  the  necessary  shade  trees  and  other  im- 
provements would  soon  follow. 

I  was  frequently  pained,  during  my  visitation  of  schools,  to  see  the 
cruelty  which  was  inflicted  upon  pupils  in  many  instances,  by  requiring 
them  to  occupy  benches  which  were  not  at  all  adapted  to  the  size  of  the 
pupils.  In  some  instances  they  are  made  to  sit  all  day  upon  a  bench  so 
high  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  put  their  feet  on  the  floor,  while  in 
other  instances  the  laws  of  health  are  violated  in  having  the  desk  entirely 
too  low  for  the  seat  behind  it,  thus  causing  the  pupil  to  sit  in  a  position 
which  has  a  constant  tendency  to  contract  disease  of  the  lungs. 

The  laws  of  hygiene  have  been  carefully  studied  by  the  inventors  of  the 
''improved  school  furniture,"  and  every  violation  thereof  studiously 
avoided. 

Viewing  it  in  a  financial  sense,  they  are  much  cheaper  in  the  end  than 
the  eld  style  of  furniture,  which  is  rapidly  disappearing  from  our  school 
rooms. 

Th<  re  are  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  schools  in  the  county,  all  of 
which  I  visited,  once,  and  forty  were  visited  the  second  time.  There  are 
fifty-one  graded  schools,  and  nine  more  are  needed.  The  advantages  of 
graded  schools  are  becoming  more  apparent  as  the  system  approximates  to 
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perfection,  and  it  h  patent  to  every  observer  that  progress  is  much  greater 
than  in  the  mixed  schools-. 

The  sy3tetn  of  graded  schools  need  not  be  confined  to  the  cities  and  towns, 
but  is  equally  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  villages  and  densely  populated 
districts.  Wherever  :i  sufficient  number  of  pupils,  say  sixty  or  seventy- 
five,  can  be  collected  together,  even  should  the  distance  to  travel  be  a  little 
greater,  the  advantages  of  more  rapid  progress  will  more  than  doubly  com- 
pensate them  for  this  inconvenience.  Experience  has  established  the  fact 
beyond  a  doubt.  Boards  of  directors  should  give  this  subject  a  careful 
consideration  before  locating  new  school  houses,  and  endeavor  to  carry  out 
the  true  spirit  of  the  law  in  this  regard. 

Another  feature,  the  system  of  graded  schools,  which  is  already  receiving 
the  attention  of  the  educated  portion  of  our  directory,  is  that  of  "  Central 
High  schools."  This  great  Commonwealth  can  no  longer  afford  to  have  the 
great  mass  of  its  citizens  in  the  rural  districts  receive  only  a  limited  edu- 
cation. It  cannot  longer  permit  to  remain  uncultivated  the  talent  which 
has  lain  dormant  in  many  of  its  most  valued  citizens,  for  want  of  an  op- 
portunity for  its  proper  development.  With  the  present  facilities  for  edu- 
cation in  the  rural  districts,  many  "  lovers  of  lore  "  are  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  attending  a  high  school  for  want  of  means  necessary  to  defray 
the  expenses  incident  to  such  a  course;  and,  in  consequence  of  this,  are 
obliged  to  occupy  but  a  limited  and  circumscribed  sphere  in  usefulness. 
This  great  barrier  can  be  removed  by  the  establishment  of  such  schools  as 
are  here  referred  to. 

In  many  of  the  districts  in  the  county  all  of  the  old  houses  will  be  re- 
moved and  now  ones  built  in  their  stead;  in  such  instances  directors  should 
duly  consider  the  advantages  of  such  an  arrangement,  and  build  with  a 
view  to  the  future  instead  of  the  present  wants.  Wherever  villages  of 
sufficient  size,  and  situated  near  the  centre  of  the  district,  have  a  sufficient 
number  of  pupils  to  establish  schools  of  two  grades  in  the  same  building, 
it  will  be  found  to  be  much  cheaper  and  give  far  better  satisfaction  than  to 
support  two  separate  mixed  schools. 

Take  for  example  Logstown,  Independent,  Hopewell,  Creene,  Industry, 
Ohio,  Darlington,  North  Sewickley  and  many  others.  Indeed,  almost 
even*  district  in  the  county,  by  a  proper  arrangement,  could  accommodate 
those  desiring  a  high  school  education  at  a  merely  nominal  expense,  beside 
giving  to  such  pupils  the  incalculable  benefits  of  home  influence. 

But  within  the  limits  of  this  report  I  can  only  refer  to  the  advantages 
of  such  a  course  as  has  been  suggested. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  court  house,  in  Beaver,  during  the 
week  commencing  December  16,  1872;  Prof.  F.  A.  Allen  was  the  principal 
instructor;    one  hundred   and   forth-nine  teachers  were  enrolled.      I  was 
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pleased  to  have  the  co-operation  of  Prof.  R.  T.  Taylor,  President  of  Beaver 
College,  Rev.  W.  G.  Taylor  of  the  Phillipsburg  Soldiers' Orphan  school, 
aid  their  valuable  assistants.  • 

Lectures  were  delivered,  and  many  valuable  suggestions,  made  by  Prof. 
Allen,  S.  B.  Wilson,  Esq.,  Revs.  W.  II.  Locke  and  D.  P.  Lowary,  Profs. 
Whitham,  Mays,  Messimer  and  others. 

The  Institute  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most  interesting  ever  held  in 
the  county. 

We  extract  the  following  from  the  last  annual  catalogue  of  Beaver  Col- 
lege, which  shows  that  our  prospects  for  the  elevation  of  our  teachers  and 
consequently  of  the  profession  are  hopeful  for  the  future  : 

i;  Normal  Department. — There  being  no  Normal  school  in  this  district 
the  trustees  have  opened  this  department,  and  are  determined  to  make  the 
training  of  teachers  hereafter  a  special  feature  of  the  college.  It  is  their 
intention  to  provide  here  all  the  advantages  for  the  preparation  of  teachers 
for  their  work  that  can  anywhere  be  found." 

I  desire  to  add  that  the  trustees  are  now  completing  additions  to  their 
building  at  an  expense  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Beside  additional  dor- 
mitories, this  will  supply  the  school  with  a  spacious  hall,  superior  school 
and  recitation  rooms,  with  society,  library  and  reading  rooms,  &c.  Frank- 
fort and  Darlington  academies,  Beaver  and  New  Brighton  seminaries,  and 
"  Kenwood  Boarding  School  for  Boys,"  are  all  good  schools,  and  furnish 
annually  a  large  number  of  teachers.  "  Phillipsburg  Soldiers'  Orphan 
school  "  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  and  ranks  among  the  first  of  the 
kind  in  the  State. 

One  of  the  greatest  disadvantages  under  which  the  system  of  common 
schools  labor  is  the  want  of  a  more  thorough  normal  training  of  teachers. 
And  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped  that  the  Legislature  of  our  State  will,  at 
an  early  date,  make  the  necessary  provisions  for  the  establishment  of 
county  Normal  schools,  which  it  is  believed  would  be  the  means  of  doing  a 
far  greater  good  than  can  possibly  be  accomplished  by  the  present  system 
of  u  State  Normal  schools"  located  in  but  a  limited  number  of  districts  in 
the  State. 

By  reference  to  the  statistical  table  accompanying  this  report,  it  will  be 
seen  that  thirty-five  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  engaged  in  teaching  during 
the  past  year  have  never  taught  before,  and  only  ten  per  cent,  have  at- 
tended a  Normal  school. 

Until  the  length  of  term  is  increased,  and  sufficient  salaries  are  paid  to 
enable  the  teachers  to  make  the  profession  self-supporting,  one  of  the  great- 
est obstacles  in  the  way  of  progress  in  our  schools  will  remain  unmoved. 
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Thirty-two  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  past  year,  at  which 
were  granted  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  provisional,  and  eight  profes- 
BionaLjcertificates. 

No  professional  certificates  were  granted  during  my  general  examina- 
tions. 

A  special  examination  for  professional  certificates  was  held  for  that  pur- 
pose, at  which  applicants  were  required  to  produce  recommendations  from 
the  board  or  boards  of  directors  for  whom  they  had  taught  for  the  two  pre- 
ceding annual  school  years. 

These  examinations  were  largely  attended  by  directors  and  citizens,  who 
evinced  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools. 

Conclusion. — The  co-operation  and  support  of  all  friends  of  education  is 
earnestly  solicited  to  further  the  best  interests  of  our  schools. 

While  1  am  grateful  to  teachers,  directors,  editors,  parents  and  children 
for  their  uniform  kindness  and  hospitality,  and  the  generous  expression  of 
their  approbation,  1  have  the  highest  regard  for  those  directors  who  were 
honest  in  their  support  of  my  competitors  at  the  late  tri-ennial  convention 
of  directors,  and  pledge  my  services  alike  to  all,  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
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The  whole  number  of  school  houses  in  the  county  is  two  hunured  and 
ten;  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  frame,  twelve  brick  or  stone,  and  thirty- 
three  log.  One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  have  grounds  of  sufficient  size. 
and  ten  have  grounds  suitably  improved.  The  remaining  seventy-three, 
many  of  them  good,  comfortable  houses,  stand  on  bleak  hill  sides,  at  cross 
roads,  or  in  swamps,  to  perpetuate  the  greatness  that  placed  them  there. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report  eighteen  newT  houses  have  been  built. 
Of  these,  Broad  Top  has  one;  Bedford  township,  two ;  Cumberland  Valley, 
three;  Hopewell,  one;  Harrison,  one;  Juniata,  one:  Liberty,  one;  Mon- 
roe, one  ;  Providence,  East,  one ;  Providence.  West,  one  ;  Rainsburg,  one 
that  has  been  remodeled;  Southampton,  one ;  St.  Clair,  one:  Woodbury, 
Middle,  two.  The  total  cost  of  the  above  new  houses  was  $10,000,  ais 
average  of  about  $550.  Eleven  of  these  are  first-class  houses.  The  house 
built  in  Liberty  township,  at  Stonerstown,  is  the  best  erected  during  the 
year.  It  is  pleasantly  located,  has  ample  grounds,  and  is  complete  in  all 
its  arrangements.  The  work  of  building  in  Cumberland  Valley  is  now 
done.  twelve  new  houses  erected  in  that  township  during  the  last  five 
years  mark  the  educational  progress  there.  The  next  step,  and  one  that 
the  directors  of  Cumberland  Valley  should  take  at  once,  is  to  enclose  their 
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school  grounds,  erect  the  necessary  out-houses,  and  plant  shade  trees.  By 
the  end  of  another  school  year,  Bedford  township  will  have  fifteen  new 
houses,  one  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  year  past.  With  a 
few  exceptions,  this  township  has  ample  school  grounds,  three  of  which 
have  been  suitably  improved.  I  need  but  refer  to  the  fact  that  one  hundred 
and  seventy  houses  are  marked  "  without  a  suitable  privy,"  to  show  direc- 
tors a  plain  duty  that  has  been  neglected. 

Apparatus. — Seventy-five  schools  were  supplied  with  apparatus  during 
the  year,  some  with  maps  and  charts,  others  with  Pierce's  magnetic  globes. 
There  are  now  about  two  hundred  of  our  schools  supplied  with  outline 
maps,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  with  globes.  We  owe  much  of 
this  progressive  step  to  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  who  so  ably  advocated 
the  purchase  of  school  apparatus  before  a  number  of  our  directors,  at  the. 
meeting  of  our  last  County  Institute.  To-day  we  could  report  with  pride 
♦-very  school  in  the  county  supplied  with  proper  apparatus,  but  for  the  fact 
that  in  several  townships,  where  apparatus  was  purchased  several  years  ago, 
teachers  neglected  to  make  any  special  use  of  it.  The  result  was,  that  in 
several  districts  where  apparatus  is  much  needed,  directors  refused  to  pur- 
chase, saying  that  teachers  will  not  properly  use  it  when  procured.  We 
have  reached  that  point  in  our  educational  history  when  directors  wilt 
purchase  any  apparatus  teachers  know  how  to  use  to  advantage  in  the 
class-room. 

Schools. — Two  hundred  and  seventeen  were  opon  during  the  year.  In 
twenty-nine  some  of  the  higher  branches  were  taught,  and  in  forty-one 
Tooal  music  was  made  a  regular  branch  of  study.  The  classification  was 
more  thorough  than  in  any  previous  year,  and  the  percentage  of  attendance. 
with  the  exception  of  our  mountain  schools,  was  all  that  could  be  asked 
tor.  No  increase  was  made  in  the  number  of  graded  schools,  hence  the 
places  needing  such  schools  referred  to  in  my  last  annual  report  are  still 
unsupplied.     The  general  tendency  is  to  increase  the  number  of  schools. 

[n  several  instances,  during  the  year,  sub-districts  have  been  divided, 
and  schools  of  forty  or  fifty  pupils  each,  separated  into  two  schools.  In 
every  case  the  result  has  been  that  the  schools  have  Buffered,  classes  were 
broken  up,  former  enthusiasm  lost,  and  per  centum  of  attendance  lessened. 
If  the  directors,  in  the  above  cases,  had  erected  kirger  houses  with  two 
rooms  in  each,  and  graded  their  schools,  as  I  advised  them  U>  do,  much 
more  good  to  the  schools  would  have  resulted.  No  board,  in  my  judgment, 
should  ever  build  two  houses,  when  one  with  two  rooms  will  supply  the 
school  wants  of  the  district. 

Increased  School  Term. — As  a  general  thing,  the  increased  school  term 

«as  more  favorably  received  than  was  anticipated.     Every  district  in  the 

county,  with  the  exception  of  one  that  does  not  come  under  the  provisions 
7  School  Rep. 
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of  the  act,  accepted  the   "five   months"  term.     In  several  sub-districts 

patrons  did  not  send  their  children  to  school  after  the  close  of  the  fourth 
month,  believing  thereby  to  get  rid  of  the  additional  month  by  another 
\  ear.  The  teachers  were  at  the  school  houses  for  some  days  without  any 
pupils,  and  finally  left  the  district  before  the  fifth  month  had  expired.  But 
wherever  live  teachers  had  charge  of  the  schools,  teachers  who  knew  how 
to  keep  np  an  interest  in  school,  patrons  were  as  anxious  to  have  their  chil- 
dren attend  the  fifth  month  as  during  any  other  month  in  the  term.  Public 
examinations  at  the  close  of  the  term,  in  many  of  the  districts,  did  much 
toward  keeping  the  schools  up  to  a  high  per  centum  of  attendance  to  the 
close.  In  such  cases  the  last  month  was  mostly  spent  in  reviewing  the 
work  of  the  winter,  a  work  eminently  profitable  to  the  whole  school. 

Examinations. — Twenty  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  year. 
Bighty-nine  directors  attended,  and  wherever  there  was  a  quorum  of  the 
i>oard  present,  teachers  were,  employed  at  the  close  of  the  examination: 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  applicants  were  examined;  of  this  number,  two 
hundred  and  five  received  provisional  certificates,  and  four,  professional. 
Forty-one  applicants  were  rejected.  The  examinations  were  unusually 
rigid,  and  the  result  showed  a  scarcity  of  teachers.  A  number  of  those 
rejected  had  taught ;  some  one  year,  others  longer,  but  having  neglected  to 
make  special  preparation,  they  were  found  wanting.  Some  of  those  rejected 
did  not  lack  in  scholarship,  but  showed  by  last  year's  teaching  that  they 
were  not  fitted  for  the  work.  No  certificates  issued  in  other  counties  were 
endorsed,  except  by  written  or  verbal  request  from  boards  for  whom  the 
holders  were  to  teach.  In  all  cases,  when  school  officers  attend  examina- 
tions, we  invite  them  to  look  over  the  lists  of  questions  and  answers  given 
to  and  received  from  applicants,  so  that  boards  may  have  a  more  intelli- 
gent idea  of  the  value  of  the  figures  on  the  provisional  certificates  granted. 
Secretaries  not  unfretruently  take  the  list  of  applicants,  and  note  the  mis- 
takes each  may  make  in  the  examination.  When  this  is  done,  the  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  the  applicant,  that  he  did  not  have  justice  done  him. 
is  valuless  with  the  board  before  whom  he  has  been  examined.  No  private 
examinations  were  granted,  and  but  two  certificates  were  renewed  for  partie,s 
who  finished  unexpired  terms. 

Teachers. — Our  teachers  are  as  a  body  improving.  Eighty-four  have 
taught  over  five  years,  and  ninety-eight  report  that  they  intend,  to  make 
teaching  a  permanent  business.  All  have  read,  and  about  one-half  have 
carefully  studied  some  standard  work  on  teaching.  Were  it  wise  it  would 
afford  me  much  pleasure  to  name  in  this  report  quite  a  number  of  teachers 
who  were  specially  prominent  in  decorating  their  school-rooms,  in  beauti- 
fying their  school  grounds,  in  procuring  school  apparatus  with  funds  raised 
partly  through  school  exhibitions,  and  partly  out  of  their  own  moneys,  thus 
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making  their  school  houses  home-like  and  attractive,  infusing  a  love  for  the 
school  throughout  their  districts,  and  in  some  instances  holding  the  schools 
together  so  as  to  average  i>4  per  centum  of  attendance  for  live  months. 
Where  such  teachers  work  visiting  schools  is  a  pleasure,  school  taxes  are 
not  considered  heavjr,  and  the  system  is  popular.  Indeed,  no  estimate  can 
be  made  of  the  amount  of  good  such  workers  do.  Would  that  we  had  more 
of  them,  but  where  the  demand  is  equal  to,  or  as  is  often  the  case,  exceeds 
the  supply,  too  many  fill  the  place  of  teacher  who  are  not  qualified  for  the 
position.  The  saddest  sight  that  meets  the  eye  of  an  experienced  school 
officer  is  to  see  forty  or  fifty  children  in  the  hands  of  a  bungler,  one  who 
knows  little  of  the  nature  of  the  mental  food,  he  daily  presents  his  pupils, 
and  less  of  the  human  minds  before  him.  From  all  such  may  the  good  Lord 
speedily  deliver  the  school  children  of  Pennsylvania. 

Seventj'-five  female,  and  one  hundred  and  fortj'-two  male  teachers  were 
employed.  Of  these  forty-five  had  no  previous  experience.  The  average 
grade  of  certificate  issued  was  182. 

Visitations  and  Institutes. — Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  visits  to  schools 
were  made,  the  average  length  of  each  visit  being  1.8  hours.  All  the  schools 
but  eight  were  visited.  These  were,  not  reached,  owing  to  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  drifted  roads,  swollen  streams,  or  sickness  on  the  part  of 
teachers,  when  we  were  in  their  districts.  The  winter  was  one  long  to  be 
remembered  \>y  the  teachers,  but  more  especially  by  many  of  the  scholars 
in  the  count}".  Often  the  weather  was  so  cold,  that  when  we  reached  the 
school  house,  we  found  the  teacher  present  with  some  half  dozen  of  the 
larger  scholars,  in  schools  having  a  half  hundred  on  the  roll.  In  not  a 
few  instances  children  were  so  frozen  in  the  school  room  that  they  were 
compelled  to  remain  at  home  for  several  months.  Twenty-seven  directors 
and  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  patrons  were  met  in  the  schools.  The 
teachers'  report  books  showed  that  one  hundred  and  nineteen  schools  were 
regularly  visited  by  directors,  and  one  hundred  and  three  by  patrons. 
Visits  by  intelligent  directors  are  always  desirable,  and  productive  of  much 
good.  There  are  a  few  directors,  however,  in  the  county,  who  visit  schools 
too  often.  That  we  may  not  be  misunderstood,  we  will  say  that  we  refer 
to  the  few  miserably  ignorant  ones  who  occasionally  worm  themselves  first- 
into  office,  and  then  "vested  with  rights,"  find  their  way  into  the  school 
room,  to  discourage  every  progressive  movement  on  the  part  of  teacher  and 
pupils.  We  mean  directors  who  are  opposed  to  ornamenting  school  rooms,- 
lest  children  grow  too  fond  of  them;  who  oppose  having  school,  houses 
scrubbed,  lest  children  acquire  habits  of  eh-anliness  ;  directors  who  oppose 
the  study  of  geography  and  grammar,  lest  the  coming  generation  grow  tod- 
wise;  directors,  in  short,  who  know  little,  and  have  no  desire  that  their 
children,  or  those  of  their  neighbors,  shall  know -more.     All  such  visiting- 
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directors  arc  a  positive  injury  to  the  schools  they  frequent.  Visits  from 
parents,  when  made  with  a  view  of  encouraging  teachers  and  scholars,  can- 
not be  too  highly  commended.  We  ask,  in  behalf  of  the  children  of  the 
county,  that  more  parents  visit  the  schools,  in  order  that  they  may  know 
what  is  being  done  there,  and  that,  by  their  presence  and  words  of  encour- 
tgement,  they  show  their  approval  of  what  is  well  done.  Five  districts, 
with  fifty-four  schools,  employed  their  secretaries  as  district  superinten- 
dents, and  the  intelligent  work  they  did  was  ample  reward  for  the  compen- 
sation paid. 

Four  townships,  representing  thirty-eight  schools,  held  district  institutes, 
'these  were,  ordered  by  the  board.  There  was  not  as  much  done  in  this  work 
ms  we  had  hoped.  There  are  a  number  of  other  townships  in  the  county, 
in  which  these  institutes  could  bo  successfully  held,  but  directors  were  not 
willing  to  grant  them. 

The  County  Institute  met  at  Bedford  on  Monday,  September  30.  The 
(•■umber  in  attendance,  and  the  interest  manifested,  especially  by  teachers 
and  directors  present,  were  greater  than  at  any  previous  meeting.  Much 
of  the  success  of  the  meeting  was  due  to  the  work  done  for  us  by  State 
Superintendent  Wickersham  and  I'rof.  J.  W.  Shoemaker.  Our  County 
Institute  is  growing  more  popular  each  year,  as  is  manifested  by  tin-  number 
of  people  who  come  from  all  parts,  of  the  county  to  attend  its  meetings. 
School  officers  are  beginning  to  learn  that  at  these  meetings  are  to  be 
found  the  best  teachers  in  the  county,  and  hence,  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  to  be  present  anil  make  their  selection  for  the  schools  about  to 
commence.  Our  meetings  are  always  held  just  before  the  schools  of  the 
county  open. 

N&n-attendance  at  School. — It  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  "annual 
statistical  report"  hen- with  forwarded,  that  there  were  about  two  hundred 
and  nineteen  children  of  school  age  in  the  county  not  in  school.  This 
dumber  exceeds  that  of  last  year  by  one  hundred  and  sixteen.  Upon  care- 
ful inquiry  I  found  that  in  a  large  majority  of  cases  the  cause  was  pov- 
erty— want  of  proper  clothing  to  protect  the  children  against  the  unusual 
severity  of  the  winter.  1  visited  a  number  of  families  who  were  not  repre- 
sented at  school,  and  found  the  cause  assigned  by  the  teachers  to  lx»  only 
too  true.  Such  cases  no  compulsory  law  would  reach.  The  State  should 
tirst  property  clothe  such  before  enacting  a  compulsory  school  law.  In 
another  instance  I  fouad  three  boys  in  the  dead  of  winter  in  the  woods 
cutting  hoop-poles.  "Why  not  at  school,  boys?"  said  I.  "  Because," 
came  the  answer,  "we  must  first  out  hoop-poles  enough  with  which  to  pay 
mother's  school  tax,  then  we  will  go.  Such  boys  want  no  compulsory  law. 
They  need  none  to  force  them  to  school.  'Tis  true,  many  keep  their  chil- 
dren at  home  when  there  is  no  excuse ;  but  before  school  laws  are  enacted 
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compelling  all  to  send,  provision  must  be  made  for  those  honest  poor  who 
would  willingly  go  to  school  if  they  were  more  favorably  circumstanced. 

Summing  up  the  work  of  the  year,  I  dearly  see  that  we  have  made  pro- 
gress, and  with  bright  hopes  for  the  future,  I  await  the  work  of  the  coming 
one. 


BERKS  COUNTY— D.  B.  Brunneiu 

School  House?. — Ten  new  houses  were  built  last  year — one  in  Amity. 
one  in  Upper  Bern,  a  two  story  one  in  Heidelberg,  one  in  North  Heidel- 
berg, two  in  Long  Swamp,  one  in  Muhlenberg,  one  in  Rockland,  one  in 
Ruscombmanor  and  one  in  Union.  These  school  houses  are  all  first-class, 
built  of  good  material  with  elevated  ceiling,  spacious  and  properly  pro- 
vided with  ventilators.  The  school  house  in  Amity  merits  special  mention. 
It  is  supplied  with  all  the  modern  improvements,  has  a  seating  capacity  of 
about  seventy-five  pupils,  was  built  at  a  cost  of  over  $3,000,  and  is  de- 
cidedly the  most  handsome  building  in  the  rural  districts. 

The  boards  of  Heidelberg,  North  Heidelberg  and  Long  Swamp  deserve 
great  commendation  for  the  care  they  took  in  the  erection  of  their  houses. 
Good  judgment  was  displayed  in  the  selection  of  the  ground,  wisdom 'in 
maturing  the  plans,  and  good  taste  in  providing  them  with  all  the  modern 
furniture  and  internal  arrangements  that  not  only  make  a  school  room 
attractive  and  pleasant,  but  also  give  a  certain  inspiration  to  study. 

We  have  but  forty-two  school  houses  that  answer  to  the  description 
given  by  the  Department  as  first-class  houses.  Many  of  the  remaining  are 
built  substantially,  ventilation  is  good  and  the  furniture  is  tolerable,  but 
they  cannot  be  called  first-class  houses,  neither  are  they  unfit  for  use.  The 
most  objectionable  feature  about  a  large  peicentage  of  our  houses  is  the 
rude  and  uncomfortable  furniture.  If  this  could  be  supplanted  by  such  as 
is  firm,  durable  and  adapted  to  the  size  of  the  pupils,  these  houses  might 
answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  built  for  sometime  to  come.  One 
hundred  and  nineteen  houses  are  totally  unfit  for  use  and  should  lie  re- 
built at  once,  and  210  have  furniture  that  is  either  entirely  worn  out,  or  is 
bo  badly  adapted  to  the  use  of  school  purposes  that  it  is  injurious  to  the 
development  of  the  physical  constitution  of  the  children. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  held  in  Reading  the  week 
commencing  October  26,  and  continued  four  and  a  half  days.  Our  even- 
ing lecturers  were  Rev.  A.  R.  Home,  of  the  Keystone  Normal  school; 
Prof.  F.  A.  Allen,  Mansfield  ;  Prof.  M.  Baily,  of  New  Haven,  and  Rev.  A, 
A.  Willetts,  of  Philadelphia.  The  lecturers  and  instructors  during  the  day 
were  Prof.  M.  Baily,  F.  A.  Allen.  A.  R.  Home,  H.  Houck,  N.  C.  Schaefler, 
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0.  NT.  Fair  and  J.  S.  Krumbine.  The  Institute  was  well  attended  by  the 
ton  gin  ix  and  citizens.  The  lecturers  gave  instructions  in  nearly  all  the 
Stanches  taught  in  the  common  schools,  and  rendered  material  aid  to  the 
teachers.  The  new  feature  about  our  Institute  for  the  last  two  years,  viz  : 
fee  employment  of  lecturers  from  abroad  to  do  the  principal  labor,  has 
given  a  new  impulse  to  these  annual  gatherings,  and  invested  them  wf%i 
increased  interest  and  attraction  which  have  brought  out  a  better  attend- 
ance of  teachers  and  citizens,  Our  teachers  are  not  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  participating  in  the  public  exercises  of  the  County  Institute. 
Besides,  Ave  usually  hold  from  six  to  eight  local  institutes  during  each 
stihopl  term,  at  which  the  lecturing,  instructing  and  class-drilling  is  done 
exclusively  by  our  own  teachers,  which  give  us  excellent  opportunities  to 
harmonize  the  views  of  the  teachers,  and  give  tiie  different  methods  of  in- 
struction a  practical  test. 

Boroughs. — The  directors  of  Kutztown  employed  Prof.  J.  H.  Marx,  for- 
merly Superintendent  of  the  Model  school  in  the  Keystone  State  Norma! 
school,  to  teach  the  high  school,  re-grade  and  re-organize  all  the  schools 
and  superintend  them  during  the  term.  Mr.  Marx  attended  faithfully  to 
the  duties  assigned  to  him,  and  the'  people  may  well  rejoice  over  the 
success  of  their  schools.  They  were  never  in  a  better  and  more  prosperotis 
condition.  I  cannot  silently  pass  over  the  boroughs  without  saying  some- 
thing about  the  faithfulness  of  the  school  board  of  Bernville,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  toward  their  teachers,  the  pupils  of  the  schools  and 
the  citizens.  They  visit  the  schools  every  week,  aid  the  teachers  wherever 
if,  is  possible,  counsel  the  children  to  good  behavior  and  to  study,  call  upon 
and  reconcile  disaffected  parties,  provide  the  necessary  apparatus,  and 
attend  to  all  promotions  from  one  class  to  another  as  well  as  from  one 
school  to  another.  The  board  of  Bernville  is  doing  exceedingly  well,  and 
L>  worthy  to  lie  upheld  as  a  pattern  for  imitation.  The  other  boroughs 
hav*-  done  well  and  made  their  usual  progress. 

Bethel. — The  teachers  of  Bethel  have  been  holding,  annually,  a  district 
institute  in  each  of  their  school  houses  for  the  last  four  years,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  educating  the  people  and  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  work  done  by  the  teachers.  The  organization  is  kept  up  during!  the 
summer.  The  teachers  and  citizens  have  been  greatly  benefitted  by  these 
meetings. 

Oumrv. — The  live  teachers  of  Cumru  maintained  a  voluntary  institute 
for  two  successive  terms,  and  closed   in  the  spring  with  appropriate  public 

exercises. 

Hereford  and  Perry  adopted  Camp's  outline  maps,  and  made  a  very 
good  use  of  them.     May  others  do  likewise. 
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Long  Swamp. — The  directors  of  Long  Swamp  graded  the  salaries  of 
their  teachers  and  paid  them  in  proportion  to  their  qualification  and  skill 
in  teaching.  It  seems  to  be  just  that  the  best  teacher  should  have  the  best 
pay.  Gradation  in  certificates  and  ability  to  impart  instruction  must  be 
incentive  to  ambitious  teachers,  and  can  hardly  fail  to  have  a  salutary  effect 
upon  them,  and  work  a  corresponding  amount  of  good. 

OIi'!/,  unquestionably,  stands  first  in  rank  among  the  rural  districts  for 
ite  complete  and  thorough  organization  and  management  of  its  schools. 
The  teachers  and  directors  held  a  township  institute  five  days  immediately 
preceding  the  opening  of  the  schools,  passed  over  all  the  branches  taught 
in  the  district,  decided  upon  the  best  method  of  teaching  them,  arranged  a 
programme  of  daily  exercises  and  carried  it  out  in  all  the  schools.  Thus 
the  teachers  taught  systematically  and  practically,  and  the  result  was  very 
satisfactory.  Oral  grammar  was  taught  successfully  in  all  the  schools.  The 
district  institute  was  kept  up  for  several  years  with  the  proper  spirit,  and 
did  much  to  give  Oley  a  corps  of  excellent  teachers.  The  course  pursued 
by  this  district  is  a  very  excellent  one  and  is  commended  to  others  with 
tiie  hope  that  it  will  be  adopted. 

Spring. — The  directors  of  Spring  visit  their  schools  monthly  in  a  body, 
and  keep  a  vigilant  eye  over  their  schools.     Spring  advances. 

WORK    BY    SUPERINTENDENT. 

I  held  fort}--nine  public  and  twelve  private  examinations  ;  examined  four 
hundred  and  seventy  applicants,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  of  whom 
never  taught ;  visited  all  the  schools  except  tea,  several  of  which  I  could 
not  reach  on  account  of  the  impassibility  of  the  drifted  roads,  the  rest  were 
closed  on  the  days  of  my  visitation  ;  lectured  nineteen  times  ;  spent  22ft 
days,  and  traveled  3,243  miles  in  the  prosecution  of  my  official  duties  ; 
held  several  local  institutes,  and  attended  two  of  the  neighboring  county 
institutes. 
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BLAIR  COUNTY.— John  B.  Holland. 

in  presenting  this  my  fourth  annual  report  oi"  the  public  schools  of  this 
eounty,  reference  will  be  made  to  such  matter  only  as  cannot  well  l>e  set 
forth  in  the  statistical  tables. 

Progress. — A  retrospective  view  <>f  the  workings  of  the  common  school 
system  in  our  county  (luring  the  past  year  reveals  the  fact  that  solid  and 
substantial  improvement  has  been  made  in  all  that  pertains  to  progress  in 
our  schools.  The  evidence  upon  which  we  rely  for  the  above  statement, 
is  in  part,  the  earnest  and  efficient  labors  of  a  large  majority  of  our  teach- 
ers, not  only  at  county  and  district  institutes,  but  in  the  school  room  ;  and 
the  consequent  increased  elliciency  of  the  instruction  imparted  to  pupils  as 
observed  during  my  visitations. 

Softool  Houses. — Seven  new  school  houses  were  erected  during  the  year, 
situated  as  follows  :  In  Ant  is  township  one,  Catharine  two,  Logan  one. 
North  Woodbury  two,  and  in  Taylor  one  ;  all  of  which  are  substantial 
frame  buildings  of  suitable  dimensions,  ami  generally  constructed  with  a 
view  to  health,  comfort  and  convenience,  with  the  important  exception, 
that,  in  most  cases  the  means  for  ventilation  are  not  sufficiently  ample. 
After  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  in  reference  to  the  importance  of 
this  matter,  it  is  singularly  strange,  that  in  many  places  adequate  means 
for  ventilation  are  not  provided  even  in  the  erection  of  new  and  otherwise 
very  elegant  buildings. 

The  lowering  of  windows  simply,  without  registers,  or  other  openings  in 
ceiling,  to  facilitate  the  egress  of  vitiated  and  impure  air,  often  does  more? 
harm  than  good,  by  exposing  pupils  who  sit  near  th«  walls  to  strong  cur- 
rents of  unmodified  air. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  teachers  are  sometimes  em- 
ployed, who,  knowing  less  of  physiology  and  the  laws  iA'  health  than  of 
some  other  things,  enclose  themselves  and  pupils  within  the  narrow  walls 
of  seventh  class  school  houses,  with  the  stove  approximating  white  heat 
and  a  consequent  temperature  of  the  room  which  would  send  the  mercury 
to  a  very  high  figure,  (if  the  thermometer  was  long  enough  !)  with  all  means 
for  ventilation  hermetically  sealed. 

In  visiting  such  nurseries  of  disease  and  premature  death  it  has  been  my 
first  ami  most  important  duty,  with  the  aid  of  a  poker  or  broomstick  to 
prize  open  the  hatchway  with  which  some  of  our  ancient  school  houses  are 
fortunately  provided. 

Schools. — One  new  school  was  established  in  Alleghen}'  district,  one  in 
Antis  and  one  in  Logan,  and  the  one  at  Roaring  Springs  was  graded. 

Visitations. — In  consequence  of  the  impassible  condition  of  the  roads  in 
the  mountain  districts  of  the  county,  sickness  and  other  causes  beyond 
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my  control,  a  few  schools  were  not  reached  ;  though  in  all,  nearly  as  many 
visits  were  made  as  formerly.  By  reference  to  the  tables  it  will  be  seen 
that  comparatively  few  directors  accompanied  me  in  my  visitations.  This 
is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  neither  teachers,  directors,  nor  any  other 
persons  were  notified  of  intended  visitations.  By  this  means  was  secured 
an  opportunit}'  of  observing  the  inner  workings  of  the  schools,  whicli 
hitherto  had  not  been  obtained. 

Goiwty  Institute. — Our  County  Institute  convened  in  Caldwell's  hall  at 
Tyrone,  on  Monday,  December  30th,  at  2  o'clock  P.  M,,  and  continue*!  in 
session  till  Friday  evening.  Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and 
the  obstructed  condition  of  railroads  and  public  highways,  caused  by  a 
heavy  snow  storm,  the  institute  was  not  as  well  attended  by  directors  and 
citizens  as  the  one  held  last  year.  Though  in  point  of  interest  and  practi- 
cal utility,  it  was  perhaps  equal,  if  not  superior  to  any  similar  meeting  held 
during  my  term  of  office. 

We  were  assisted  bjr  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Prof.  Burtt,  (our  regular 
institute  instructor)  and  Prof.  George  P.  Beard,  of  the  Cumberland  Valley 
State  Normal  school.  The  teachers  also  did  a  good  share  of  the  work,  and 
are  entitled  to  much  praise,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  acquitted 
themselves.  The  time  was  well  employed,  and  a  great  deal  of  useful  infor- 
mation was  elicited.  Subsequent  visitations  of  schools  disclosed  the  fact, 
that  a  large  majority  of  teachers  in  attendance  at  the  institute,  were  close 
observers,  and  had  treasured  up,  and  were  putting  to  practical  use,  much 
of  the  information  there  obtained. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  advantages  derived  by  teachers  in  attending 
these  institutes,  and  the  consequent  benefit  to  pupils  from  the  enhanced 
efficiency  of  the  schools,  there  are  still  many  directors  unwilling  to  allow 
teachers  the  time.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  policy  adopted  by  sev- 
eral counties  of  the  State,  in  obtaining  special  legislation  securing  teachers 
their  time,  may  not  become  necessary  here. 

Branch  Institutes. — These  were  held  at  various  times  and  places  through- 
out the  county  as  indicated  in  my  monthly  reports,  and  were,  for  the  most 
part,  very  successful.  The  practical  and  immediate  benefits  of  such  meet- 
ings being  so  very  apparent,  we  propose,  during  the  coming  year,  to  make 
a  specialty  of  this  important  agency. 

Obstacles. — Owing  in  a  measure  to  the  want  of  proper  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  parents  and  guardians,  caused  by  the  mistaken  notion  that  as 
teachers  are  employed. to  do  the  work,  parents  are  therefore  relieved  from 
all  responsibility  in  the  matter,  teachers  are  often  left  to  drudge  on  in 
their  daily  routes  without  one  cheering  smile  of  approval  from  those  for 
whom  they  labor. 
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We  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  in  the  matter  of  visi- 
tations of  schools  on  the  part  of  patrons,  much  good  may  be  done,  even 
should  there  be  any  reasonable  objection  to  "long  lines  of  visitors." 

Non-attendance. — No  children  are  reported  in  the  county  who  do  not,  to 
some  extent,  attend  school.  The  greatest  difficulty  with  which  we  havo  to 
contend  being  that  of 

IRREGULAR     ATTENDANCE. 

As  to  a  remedy  for  irregular  and  nan-attendance,  it  is  not  believed  that 
any  form  of  compulsory  law  whatever  would  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
ease.  The  exercise  of  any  such  arbitrary  power  in  the  administration  of 
our  system  of  education,  either  by  State  or  National  authority,  would  doubt- 
less prove  as  inefficient  in  practice  as  it  would  be  objectionable  in  princi- 
ple. In  support  of  this  proposition  space  may  here  be  allowed  for  a  single 
argument.  In  the  first  place,  it  may  be  important  to  get  children  into 
school,  though  it  is  far  more  important  as  well  as  difficult  to  interest  and 
instruct  them  ivhen  there.  If  it  were  practicable  or  prudent  from  num- 
erous considerations  not  here  specified,  to  drag  children  by  violence  into 
school,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  neither  they  nor  their  parents 
would  entertain  the  warmest  feeling  toward  teachers  and  school  authori- 
ties, or  have  a  very  exalted  opinion  of  our  boasted  system  of  free  educa- 
tion. The  former  requirement  embi*acing  the  earnest  desiro-of  pupils  to 
learu,  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  parents  in  whatever  measures  are  pro- 
posed looking  to  the  control  and  proper  management  of  the  school,  is 
among  the  first  and  most  essential  requisites  to  success.  If  it  were  possi- 
ble to  measure  out  to  unwilling  recipients  a  fixed  amount  of  intellectual 
and  moral  instruction  without  the  co-operation  or  at  least  the  consent  of 
parents,  the  welfare  of  society  might  reasonably  demand  the  enactment 
of  some  form  of  compulsory  law.  Though  it  is  not  believed  by  ex- 
perienced educators  of  the  present  day,  that  lessons  can  be  assigned  and 
forced  upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  pupils  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prove 
beneficial  to  them  without  first  eliciting  their  interest  and  creating  in  them 
u  desire  to  learn. 

The  practice  of  the  ancient  "School  Master,"  fixing  split  sticks  upon 
the  ears  and  noses  of  pupils,  or  propping  their  mouths  open  with  corn- 
cobs as  a  punishment  for  neglect  or  failure  to  prepare  certain  "  tasks"  is 
now  regarded  as  a  measure  of  extremely  doubtful  propriety.  And  so  of 
compulsion  in  any  form  and  for  any  purpose  whatever  when  applied  to  a 
system  of  education  either  public  or  private,  with  the  exception  of  such 
restraints  and  punishments  as  are  necessary  to  produce  proper  subordina- 
tion in  matters  of  school  discipline. 
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We  may  by  legislation  prevent  persons  from  Sabbath-breaking  but  this 
would  not  necessarily  make  them  Christians.  We  ma}'  restrain  evil  doers 
from  all  open  violations  of  civil  and  moral  law,  but  we  cannot  compel  them 
to  worship  God — nor  can  we  ever  expect  to  successfully  educate  an  un- 
willing people. 

Whenever  the  masses  can  be  brought  to  see  and  fully  appreciate  the  im- 
portance of  education  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  regular  attendance 
upon  the  part  of  their  children  in  order  to  obtain  it,  the  cause  for  these  and 
similar  complaints  will  cease  to  exist.  Hence  the  remedy  would  seem  to 
be,  educate  more  and  legislate  less. 
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Educational  Progress. — The  character  of  the  houses  built  during  the 
year — the  number  averaging  fairly  with  previous  years — shows  conclusively 
that  the  school  board  throughout  the  county  not  only  occupy  advanced 
ground  in  their  apprehensions  of  the  wants  of  the  times  ;  but  that  they  are 
willing  to  supply  those  wants,  so  far  as  the  erection  of  the  necessary  build- 
ings is  concerned.  The  houses  built,  are,  with  rare  exception,  pleasantly 
and  healthfully  located,  due  reference  being  had  to  winter  storms  and  sum- 
mer heat,  sites  being  selected  remote  as  possible  from  malarious  swamps 
and  other  noxious  localities,  while  the  houses  themselves  are  generally 
of  good  size,  high,  well  ventilated,  with  apartments  for  baskets,  shawls,  &c, 
frequently  provided  with  belfry  and  bell,  and  presenting  outwardly  a  very 
cheerful  and  attractive  appearance. 

The  grounds  selected  have  an  area  of  at  least  half  an  acre,  and  in  many 
instances  more,  although  it  must  be  admitted  that  but  feeble  attempts  have 
l>een  made,  as  yet,  in  the  way  of  ornamentation  or  the  setting  out  of  neces- 
sary shade  trees. 

Apparatus. — While  an  endeavor  on  the  part  of  directors  has  been  made 
on  the  one  hand,  not  to  be  prodigal  of  public  funds  in  the  purchase  of  eveiy- 
thing  in  the  shape  of  school  apparatus  recommended  by  interested  manu- 
facturers, yet  a  willingness  seems  to  have  been  entertained,  and  very  gen- 
erally carried  out,  to  provide  such  apparatus  as  would,  in  the  hands  of  a 
teacher  of  ordinary  ability,  suffice  for  the  proper  elucidation  of  the  branches 
which  he  or  she  was  required  to  teach,  outline  maps  and  black-boards  being 
held  as  indispensable,  while  globes,  charts,  &c,  though  deemed  valuable, 
have  been  secured  when  other  and  more  important  warJts  have  been  pro- 
vided for. 
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furniture. — Bat  little  patent  furniture  in  the  rural  districts  has,  as  yet, 
been  provided  ;  good,  substantial,  and  in  most  eases,  well-arranged  seats 
and  desks,  somewhat  after  the  old  model,  but  embodying  such  modifications 
as  experience  would  suggest,  have  been  very  generally,  and  Ave  think 
correctly,  held  as  well  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  pupils,  while  a  plain, 
substantial  table  for  the  teacher,  and  two  or  three  chairs  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  visitors,  with  the  necessary  convenience  for  heating,  sweeping. 
&c,  complete  the  outfit. 

Boohs. — An  earnest  and  successful  effort  was  made  a  few  years  ago  to 
secure  a  uniformity  of  text-books  for  use  in  the  schools  throughout  the 
county,  and  although  there  may  have  been  at  the  time,  and  undoubtedly 
still  is.  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  some  of  the  publication* 
adopted  as  compared  with  corresponding  works  in  other  series,  yet  the 
step  then  taken  is  now  very  generally  approved  of,  and  a  settled  determina- 
tion seems  to  pervade  all  classes  not  to  countenance  any  change,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  until  very  important  and  valid  reasons  arise  to  make,  such  a 
move  appear  advisable,  ami  not  then  until  such  concert  of  action  on  the 
part  of  all  interested  is  secured,  as  will  put  the  success  of  the  effort  beyond 
question. 

The  popular  sentiment  seems  now  to  be  very  generally  favorable  to  the 
school  system,  although  now  and  then — and  it  must  be  admitted  far  too 
frequently,  in  spite  of  all  the  discrimination  and  care  which  can  be  exer- 
cised  to  prevent  it — an  incompetent  teacher  gets  into  a  school,  and  perma- 
nent injury  to  the  pupils,  as  well  as  lasting,  although  manifestly  unjust, 
stigma  upon  the  system,  is  the  result.  As  long  as  so  large  a  percentage  of 
our  teachers  is  annually  made  up  from  the  young  and  inexperienced  no 
human  forsight  can,  in  ail  eases,  prevent  the  commissioning  of  the  incompe- 
tent ;  and  to  keep  the  number  of  such  to  the  minimum,  and  to  get  rid  of 
them  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  when  their  unfitness  becomes  apparent, 
is  the  most  that  can  he  hoped  for.  Very  substantial  progress  is  also  apparent 
from  year  to  year  3n  the  branches  pursued;  many  of  the  common  school 
studies— especially  grammar  and  geography — formerly  in  a  great  measure 
neglected,  are  now  not  only  taught  in  all  our  schools,  but  all  scholars  are, 
with  great  propriety,  if  of  sufficient  advancement, required  to  study  thern. 
while  algebra,  book-keeping,  physiology,  and  in  some  cases  geometry  and 
Latin  are  taught  in  many  of  our  schools,  even  in  the  rural  districts;  and 
it  is  to  be  remarked  that  these  higher  branches  are  not  pursued  to  tho 
neglect  of  the  more  Important,  elementary  ones. 

Educational  Wc/rk  Done. — The  work  of  school  visitation  was  very  seri- 
ously interfered  with  by  domestic  afflictions  of  a  deeply  painful  character. — 
our  household  having  been  visited  three  times  during  the  year  by  the  grim- 
visaged  monster  death  ;  and  the  care  and  anxiety,  and  distraction  of  mind 
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consequent  upon  such  a  calamity  will,  it  is  believed,  be;  considered  a  suffi- 
cient excusu  for  any  unfavorable,  comparison  which  the  work  of  this  sus- 
tains to  that  of  former  years. 

By  reference  to  the  statistical  report  it  will  be  observed  that  the  usual 
number  of  examinations  were  held,  and  with  about  the  usual  results.  Two 
sessions  of  the  Teachers'  County  Institute  were  held,  and  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  teachers  were  in  attendance.  Instruction  was  given  by  Profs.  P. 
A.  Allen  and  C.  H.  Verrill,  of  Mansfield;  also  by  Profs.  H.  II.  Button, 
(t.  W.  Ryan,  E.  E.  Quinlan,  and  others  of  our  own  teachers  and  citizens. 

OTHER  EDUCATIONAL  AGENCIES. 

The  graded  schools  of  Canton,  Troy,  Smithfield,  Athens  and  Towa-nda 
have  been  in  successful  operation  during  the  year,  affording  not  only  first 
class  facilities  for  the  pupils  of  their  respective  localities  ;  but  they  have 
been  largely  resorted  to  by  those  preparing  to  teach  from  adjoining  districts. 

The  Collegiate  Institute  of  Towanda  has  also  fully  sustained  its  reputa- 
tion— doing  an  indispensable  work  in  the  county.. 

The  usual  number  of  private  schools  in  different  sections  of  the  county 
have  been  in  operation,  the  sessions  generally  having  been  held  during  tin" 
vacations  of  the  public  schools. 

The  subject  of  graded  schools  has,  as  yet,  received  but  comparatively  little 
attention  in  the  rural  districts,  and  while  there  may  be  localities  where  they 
could  not  well  be  sustained,  yet  it  is  belie-ved  th«  number  might  be  doubled 
in  the  county  with  incomparable  benefit  to  the  pupils  accommodated,  and 
at  no  additional  expense. 

The  great  extent  of  the  county,  and  the  shortness  of  the  time  during 
which  the  schools  are  in  operation,  render  the  work  of  supervision  on  the 
part  of  the  County  Superintendent  difficult  to  perform  and  unsatisfactory  in 
its  results.  District  supervision  seems  to  be  the  only  means  for  securing 
such  results  as  will  fully  complete  the  work  which  the  present  school  sys- 
tem is  designed  to  do. 

Suggestions. — No  teacher  should  be  hired  who  Had  not  public  spirit 
enough  to  attend  any  of  our  educational  meetings,  for  it  is  a  matter  of  com- 
mon observation  that  those  teachers  who  make  it  a  rule  to  attend  public 
educational  meetings  are  the  ones  who  succeed  best  as  teachers,  and  who 
consequently  secure  the  best  pay. 

"So  teacher  should  Ix?  hired  whose  certificate  does  not  indicate  improve- 
ment, not  only  in  scholarship,  but  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching, 
from  year  to  year ;  for  surely  a  teacher  who  can  have  a  year's  experience 
in  the  school  room  and  not  learn  any  thing — saying  nothing  about  other 
efforts  for  improvement  which  every  teacher  should  and  every  good  teacher 
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will  make — is  entirely  toodull  or  too  indifferent  or  too  conceited  to  succeed 
in  any  calling. 

The  County  Superintendent  and  boards  of  directors  should  be  sustained 
in  a  determined  effort  to  keep  out  from  schools,  in  the  future,  any  so-called 
teachers  who,  after  a  seasonable  trial,  have  demonstrated  themselves  in- 
competent or  unfit  to  teach,  either  by  reason  of  want  of  tact  or  ability  to 
teach,  or  by  reason  of  laziness,  immorality  or  other  disqualifying  caused. 

No  teacher  should  be  retained  in  the  schools  who  persists  in  neglecting; 
systematically,  to  use  the  apparatus  provided;  and  boards  of  directors 
should  give  their  especial  attention  to  this  matter. 

In  the  selection  of  sites  for  schools,  healthfulness  and  pleasantness 
should  be  first  considered,  and  the  geographical  centre  of  the  district  to  be 
accommodated  made  a  subsequent  consideration;  and  1  cannot  animadvert 
too  severely  on  the  tendency  which  prevails  in  some  quarters  to  locate  the 
house  in  the  centre  of  the  district,  although  it  may  be  upon  the  side  of  a 
bleak,  exposed,  unsightly  hill,  or  in  the  middle  of  a  mosquito-infested,  dis- 
ease-engendering, irreclaimable  swamp. 

The  house  should  face  the  east  or  south,  should  be  eleven  feet  high  in  the 
clear,  should  have  windows  for  purpose  of  ventilation,  suspended  on  ropes 
passing  over  pulleys,  should  have  black-board  surface  three  feet  in  width 
and  of  sufficient  length  to  give  at  least  one  hundred  square  feet,  and  should 
be  ho  arranged  as  to  be  accessible  to  the  youngest  pupils. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  should  be  graded  according  to  their  certificates 
and  success  in  the  management  of  schools,  and  a  suitable  reward  should 
be  given,  at  the  end  of  the  term,  to  that  teacher  who  presented  the  Itest 
made  report,  and  whose  percentage  of  attendance  was  the  highest  in  the 
district. 

School  directors  should  be  allowed  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their 
services,  as  it  is  rank  injustice,  while  allowing  pay  to  other  officers,  to  deny 
it  to  those  the  importance  of  whose  duties  is  inferior  to  none. 
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BUCKS  COUNTY.— Hugh  15.  Kastbukn. 

While  decided  improvement  has  characterized  the  school  work  of  several 
sections  of  our  county  during  the  past  year,  not  enough  has  been  done  to 
assure  and  make  general  our  educational  prosperity  in  the  future.  Wo 
have  j'et  to  learn  the  value  of  efficient  public  schools,  and  have  yet  to  de- 
termine practically  that  poor  schools  shall  exist  only  as  rare  exceptions. 
Occasionally,  spasmodic  efforts,  earnestly  made,  are  put  forth,  demanding 
a  wise  and  thorough  provision  for  our  educational  needs ;  but  the  energy 
shown  in  the  demand  is  quite  apt  to  subside  before  any  valuable,  practical 
results  are  obtained.  Several  districts  are  very  unwisely  delaying  matters 
that  should  receive  immediate  attention.  The  result  will  soon  be  such 
an  accumulation  of  work  as  will  make  the  burden  a  heavy  one,  and  carry 
with  it  the  danger  of  too  much  haste  in  making  the  needed  expendi- 
tures. 

After  briefly  inviting  your  attention  to  some  features  of  our  work,  some 
thoughts  will  be  offered  as  to  the  matters  which  seem  most  imperatively  to 
claim  our  regard  for  the  future. 

Bedminstea"  built  one  new  house  ;  llilltown,  two  ;  Miiford,  one  ;  Upper 
Makefleld,  one ;  Wrightstown,  one.  The  houses  in  the  last  two  districts 
were  the  best  designed  and  finished.  Suitable  furniture  was  put  into  one 
school  in  Bristol  borough,  one  in  Upper  Makefleld,  one  in  Miiford,  one  in 
New  Britain,  one  in  Northampton,  two  in  Solebury,  and  one  in  Wrights- 
town.  Doyestown  borough,  Rockhill,  Solebury  and  Southampton  furnished 
their  schools  with  outline  maps.  There  has  been  an  improvement  in  some 
schools,  particularly  in  Solebury,  in  the  matter  of  pictures,  flowers,  mot- 
toes, &c.  Two  graded  schools  were  established  in  Rockhill.  The  school 
term  was  lengthened  a  half  month  in  Lower  Makefleld,  one  month  in  Dur- 
ham. Nockamixon;  Solebury  and  Springfield,  and  shortened  two  months  in 
Tinicum  (Ind.)  Some  advance,  though  slight  in  most  instances,  was  made 
in  the  average  salary  paid  in  Bedminster,  Bristol  township,  Doylestown 
borough,  Durham,  Upper  Makefleld,  Lower  Makefleld,  Morrisville  borough. 
New  Hope  borough,  Newtown  borough,  Newtown  township,  Nockamixon. 
Richmond,  Solebury,  Southampton,  Springfield,  Tinicfim  and  Warminster. 
The  secretaries  of  the  boards  in  Bensalem,  Falls,  Lower  Makefleld,  New- 
town borough,  Quakertown  and  Warrington,  were  appointed  to  act  as  dis- 
trict superintendents.  In  addition  to  Richland  and  Solebury,  which  were 
reported  last  year,  Upper  Makefleld,  Nockamixon  and  Wrightstown  graded 
salaries  of  teachers. 

Institutes. — Our  County  Institute  was,  as  usual,  very  largely  attended, 
and  did  good.  Its  efficiency  is  somewhat  impaired,  owing  to  the  want  of 
a  suitable  building  in  wlrich  to  hold  its  sessions.     District  institutes  were 
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held  iii  Bedminster,  Bristol  borough,  Doylestown  borough,  Durham,  Falls, 
Hilltown,  Milford,  New  Hope  borough,  Nockauiixon,  Northampton,  Rich- 
land, Rockhill,  Solwbury,  Southampton,  Springfield  and  Warrington. 

Probably  the  feature  of  our  work  promising  the  fullest  results  was  the 
series  of  local  institutes  held  during  the  winter.  The  organization  of  these 
was  in  addition  to  our  regular  duties.  They  were  held  at  Kiegelsville,  New 
Hope,  Bristol  and  Quakertown,  and  continued  in  session  five  days  each. 
The  effort  was  .made  to  benefit  the  surrounding  schools  and  teachers,  and 
above  all,  to  obtain  an  improved  public  sentiment  in  the  communities  vis- 
ited upon  the  question  of  their  educational  needs.  Already  there  is  out- 
lined the  promise  of  good  things  to  be  done,  the  accomplishment  of  which 
would  else  have  been  long  postponed.  ImpulsevS  have  been  stirred  which 
will  ripen,  ere  long,  let  us  hope,  into  generous  action. 

Forty-nine  examinations  were  held,  at  which  two  hundred  and  eighty-five 
provisional  and  two  professional  certificates  were  granted.  Seventy-one 
applicants  failed  to  obtain  certificates.  Fourteen  county  and  district  insti- 
tute  meetings  were  attended,  three  hundred  visits  of  nearly  two  hours  each 
made  to  schools,  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  official  letters  written,  and 
more  than  thirty-two  hundred  miles  traveled.  For  further  facts  and  figures, 
reference  is  made  to  the  accompanying  statistical  table. 

By  an  inspection  of  the  table  alluded  to,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  a 
large  number  of  houses  unfit  for  use,  and  many  others  supplied  with  un- 
suitable and  injurious  furniture.  Very  poor  houses  are  found  in  Rockhill. 
Lower  Makefield,  Bedminster,  New  Britain,  Bensalem,  Tinicum  and  Mil- 
ford,  the  districts  ranking  on  this  point  probably  in  the  order  named.  In 
addition  to  those  named,  one  or  more  houses  in  Bristol  township,  Bucking- 
ham, Doylestown  township,  Durham,  Newtown  township,  Nockamixon. 
Northampton,  Plumstead,  Richland,  Springfield,  Tinicum  (Ind.,)  Warwick 
and  Wrightstown  are  marked  "  unfit  for  use."  Many  good  houses  are 
permitted  to  stand  unoccupied  during  a  great  part  of  the  year.  Bedmin- 
ster, Haycock,  Hilltown,  Milford,  New  Britain,  Nockamixon,  Rockhill, 
Springfield  and  Tinicum  (Ind.,)  have  less  than  seven  months  school  term. 
The  districts  which  were  reported  last  year  as  having  injurious  furniture. 
and  those  which  had  no  apparatus,  have  done  but  little  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency. 

The  necessity  for  graded  schools,  referred  to  in  last  report,  still  exists. 
There  is  a  fair  prospect  of  something  being  done  in  the  way  of  establish- 
ing high  schools,  or  other  schools  of  an  advanced  character.  In  several 
sections  of  the  county  they  could  be  easily  established  and  could  be  made 
to  yield  excellent  results.  The  districts  offering  the  best  opportunities  are 
Durham,  Quakertown  borough  and  Rickland,  Lower  Makefield,  Newtown 
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borough  and  township,    Bristol  borough  anil  township,  Doylestown   bor- 
ough and  township,  llockhill  and  Northampton. 

Teach  erf,. — While  some  of  our  teachers  did  excellent  work,  there  was 
much  inferior  teaching.  It  is  probable  that  the  same  defects  in  kind  exist 
among  us  as  are  noticed  elsewhere — not  enough  personality  in  teaching 
and  not  enough  point  to  it ;  too  little  oral  instruction  and  too  much 
dependence  on  text-books  ;  too  imperfect  a  drill  in  language  ;  a  lack  of  gen  - 
eral  information,  and  neglect  to  teach  current  news  and  home  geography; 
a  want  of  executive  ability  in  organizing  schools  and  directing  their  efforts 
to  a  clearly  defined  end.  Not  all  those  holding  permanent  and  profes- 
sional certificates  made  themselves  felt  by  their  excellence  in  teaching. 
The  members  of  this  class  should  be  leaders. 

We  experience  much  difficulty  in  securing  a  supply  of  teachers.     The 
reason  is  not  difficult  to  fathom.     We  fail  to  apply  ordinary  business  prin- 
ciples is.  remedying  the  difficulty.     We  have  failed  to  make  a  proper  dis- 
crimination between  efficient  and  inefficient  teachers,  and  to  oiler  proper 
i-ncouragement  for  the  development  and  retention  of  whatever  of  teaching 
talent  there  is  in  our  midst.     We  have  for  years  educated  teachers  for  ad- 
joining counties.     Montgomery,  Lehigh  and  Northampton  pay  an  average 
salary  to  males  from  seven  to  nine  dollars  a  month  more  than   is  paid  by 
us,  while  in  the  first  two,  female  teachers  receive  likewise  a  greater  salary. 
Philadelphia  has  drawn  a  number  of  her  best  teachers  from  Bucks.     A  na- 
tive of  our  county,  now  an  educator  in  one  of  the  western  cities,  reeently 
made  inquiry  whether  certain  of  our  teachers,  whom  he  named,  would 
probably  be  willing  to  accept  positions  in  the  city  he  represented,  and  offer- 
ing much  better  salaries.     The  list  included  twenty  or  thirty  names,  and 
among  the  number  several  of  our  best  teachers.     Until  we  apply  the  reme- 
dy, we  must  suffer  from  our  mistake.     Occasion  has  been  taken  to  urge 
most  of  our  districts  to  seek  a  higher  grade  of  teaching  force,  and  to  otter 
at  least  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  salary,  if  material  answering  the  require- 
ments can  be  found  ;  if  not  procurable  now,  let  the  otter  remain  open,  so 
that  there  may  be  a  definite  point  toward  which  teachers  may  work,  and 
that  outside  talent  may  be  attracted  to  us.     We  cannot  afford  to  have  our 
schools  filled  with  mere, experimenters.     During  the  past  year  there  were 
fifty-nine  beginners  in  teaching.     One  hundred  and   seventy-five  schools 
were  in  charge  of  different  teachers  from  those  employed  the  year  before, 
while  but  eighty-seven  teachers  retained  the  same  positions.     While  many 
of  the  changes  were  desirable,  the  importance  of  continuous,  well-directed 
effort  has  been  overlooked. 

Von  perceive  that  we  have  much  to  do.     It  is  hoped  that  the  directors 
of  the  several  districts  will  so  shape  their  policy  as  to  accomplish  some  of 

this  work  the  ensuing  year.     We  need   to  be  careful  that  we  are  not  dls- 
8  School  Rep. 
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tanced  in  the  race.  According  to  the  last  report  of  the  Department,  in 
forty-eight  counties  of  the  State  the  rate  of  tax  was  higher,  and  in  sixteen 
counties  lower,  than  in  Bucks.  While  this  was  the  case,  but  four  counties 
excelled  us  in  length  of  school  term.  All  but  four  counties  expend  more 
in  the  education  of  each  scholar  per  month  than  is  credited  to  our  county. 
I)o  these  figures  show  as  much  earnestness  on  our  part  in  educational  pro- 
gress as  is  exhibited  in  other  portions  of  the  State?  Do  we  draw  as  large- 
ly upon  our  resources,  proportionally,  as  other  counties  do  upon  theirs  ? 
We  have  the  ability  to  make  our  school  facilities  very  much  better  than 
they  are  now  without  subjecting  ourselves  to  the  burden  imposed  in  many 
parts  of  the  State.     Our  ability  should  be  tested. 
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I  regret  that  the  statistical  report,  furnished  herewith,  is  not  so  full  as 
it  ought  to  be,  on  account  that  data  were  wanting  from  which  to  complete 
it.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  this  is  my  first  year  in  the  superintGiidcncy,  1 
can  report  but  little  with  regard  to  progress.  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
our  schools  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  the  same  class  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  From  the  last  State  report  (IStS)  I  see  that  the  pro- 
portion of  illiterate  persons,  over  ten  years,  in  Butler  county,  is  one  in 
twenty  ;  whilst  the  proportion  throughout  the  State  is  more  than  one  in  six. 
Progress  is  evident  in  the  item  of  school  buildings ;  those  recently  erected 
being  more  tasteful  and  commodious  than  those  formerly  erected.  The 
new  building  in  Butler  is  one  of  "Wie  finest,  outside  the  cities,  perhaps,  in 
the  western  part  of  the  State.  New  houses  have  been  erected  in  Cranberry, 
Adams,  Allegheny,  Concord  and  Slippery  Rock,  one  in  each.  All  the  de- 
partments in  the  Butler  borough  school  are  provided  with  "improved  fur- 
niture." The  new  school  house  in  Portersville  borough,  tho  new  house 
erected  in  Cherry,  and  one  of  the  houses  an  Muddy  Creek,  have  also  im- 
proved desks.  Several  districts  have  been  furnished  with  globes,  which 
however,  are  frequently  found  out  of  order,  and  sometimes  out  of  school. 
The  introduction  of  globes  and  apparatus  has  ]>een  materially  hindered  by 
the  rascality  of  some  globe  agents,  who  have  obtained  the  money  for  their 
globes  and  never  sent  them. 

The  great  need  of  the  sehools  is  thoroughly  qualified,  honest,  earnest, 
and,  if  possible,  experienced  teacher*.  We  have  too  many  beginners,  too 
many  temporary  employees,  too  many  pretended  teachers,  who  think  that. 
s<  hools  were  made  for  them,  instead  of  recognizing  that  teachers  should  be 
made  for  the  achools.     We  have,  however,  a  number  of  efficient  teachers. 
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We  have  had  others,  who  have  found  more  lucrative  emploj'ment  elsewhere, 
abandoning  a  pursuit  which  does  not  even  yield  a  competency.  A  few  old 
experienced  teachers  still  continue  in  the  business — these  are  mostly  poor 
men.  Some  young  teachers  are  manifesting  a  desire  for  improvement  by 
attending  the  best  schools  in  the  county  during  the  summer,  and  some  are 
attending  elsewhere.  Generally,  however,  our  teachers  have  not  the  pecu- 
niary means  to  qualify  themselves  for  their  most  important  trust. 

The  Witherspoon  Institute,  under  the  charge  of  Prof.  W.  J.  13 rough,  is 
doing  a  good  work  in  the  educational  field,  by  educating  teachers.  Be- 
sides this,  there  is  a  select  school  in  Harrisville,  and  one  in  West  Sun- 
bury. 

Thirty-three  of  the  districts  pay  salaries  to  the  secretary.  In  most  cases 
they  are  paid  as  secretary,  and  not  as  district  superintendent ;  at  least  it 
is  not  known  that  any  considerable  number  have  acted  in  that  capacity.  I 
always  asked  the  question,  "  Do  the  directors  visit  you  regularly  V  in  every 
school  visited.  The  result  or  answer  will  be  found  in  the  tabular  state- 
ment, just  as  it  was  given  to  me,  at  the  time  of  the  visit. 

HINDRANCES    TO    THE    CAUSE    OF    COMMON    SCHOOLS. 

1st.  Lack  of  sympathy  and  intelligent  co-operation  among  the  people. 

2d.  Lack  of  freedom  to  teachers  in  the  control  of  their  schools.  The  teacher 
who  aims  at  real  substantial  good,  is  very  frequently  unsuccessful,  whilst 
lie  who  is  seemingly  successful  often  fails  to  accomplish  much  real  good. 

3d.  An  inefficient  management  of  the  system  by  those  in  whom  its  chief 
executive  power  is  vested. 

4th.  Lack  of  well-trained  teachers. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1st.  I  wish  to  reiterate  the  suggestion  made  by  my  predecessor,  that  the 
number  of  school  directors  be  reduced  to  three.  It  would  be  only  simple 
justice  to  directors  that  they  be  paid  a  fair  remuneration  for  their  services, 
it  would  be  only  justice  to  the  schools  that  they  be  sworn  to  the  faithful 
discharge  of  their  duties.  For  reasons  which  cannot  be  fully  given  here,  I 
think  that  the  vital  defect  of  the  system  lies  in  this — its  chief  executive 
t>ower. 

2d.  Since  the  teachers — the  working  class — are  those  upon  whom  we 
must  ultimately  depend  for  whatever  good  is  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
common  schools,  it  is  suggested  that  something  material  be  done  for  their 
elevation — that  they  l>e  raised  from  the  place  they  now  occupy — the  very 
hottom  of  the  system — to  the  place  due  to  their  importance.  Normal 
schools  are  beyond  the  means  of  the  great  body  of  our  teacher?.  The  nig- 
gardly policy  as  to  wages,  pursued  in  many  places,  is  calculated  to  keep 


36  CAMBRIA  COUNTY. 

teachers  in  their  present  state,  or  drive  them  from  the  profession.  The 
average  salary  of  teachers,  male  and  female,  for  the  year,  is  $20  68  (per 
month.)  In  districts  where  summer  schools  are  kept  open  the  salary  is 
from  £15  to  $18  per  month.  In  a  majority  of  eases  the  teachers  boarded 
themselves  in  the  winter.  Deducting  the  cost  of  hoarding  from  $29  68 
would  leave  the  salary  quite  small. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  those  whose  hospitality  was  so  freely  extended  to 
me,  while  traveling  through  the  county,  and  to  the  press  of  the  county  for 
giving  place  in  their  columns  to  educational  matter. 
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I.       SCHOOLS   AND    SCHOOL    HOUSES. 

New  Houses. — The  house  reported  as  built  in  Johnstown  in  the  school 
year  1872,  was  completed  and  first  used  for  school  purposes  during  the 
school  3-ear  just  closed.  It  is  a  fine  building  and  adds  much  to  the  value  of 
the  school  property*  and  the  educational  facilities  of  that  prosperous  town. 

An  excellent  school  house  in  Conemaugh  borough,  was  also  completed 
during  the  past  year,  and  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  a  school.  It  is  a 
two-story  brick  building  measuring  76  bjr  53  feet,  containing  eight  rooms, 
halls,  and  a  spacious  basement  in  which  are  placed  the  heaters  for  warming 
the  building.  It  stands  upon  Bailroad  street,  in  a  lot  of  about  one  acre. 
The  cost  of  this  new  institution  of  learning  is  about  $20,000,  and  it  is  in 
every  respect  a  (red  it  to  the  town,  and  an  honor  to  the  wrorth}-  school  board 
by  whom  it  was  erected. 

A  few  other  school  houses  were  built  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  and 
others  have  been  repaired,  painted,  and  enclosed  by  neat  fences.  I  am  sorry 
r<>  saythat  very  many  of  our  school  houses  lack  the  necessary  out-buildings. 
If  directors  and  parents  would  but  reflect  upon  the  positive  injury  which 
our  schools  suffer  from  this  source,  I  am  sure  that  this  cause  of  complaint 
would  be  speedily  removed. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — But  little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  im- 
proving the  furniture,  or  adding  to  the  apparatus  of  our  schools,  since  my 
last  report.     In  this  direction  we  move  but  slowly. 

Length  of  Term. — The  increase  in  the  length  of  term  as  fixed  by  the 
recent  law.  seems  to  be  generally  satisfactory.  Indeed,  there  was  a  wide 
spread  disposition  on  the  part  of  our  school  directors  to  extend  the  term 
b  fore  the  recent  enactment  was  made,  as  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  16  of 
our  school  districts  in  the  school  year  1872,  kept  their  sehools  open  for  a 
period  at  least  as  great  as  the  minimum  now  required  by  law.     During  the 
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year  just  closed,  nearly  all  our  schools  were  kept  open  for  five  months  or 
more. 

Oilier  Schools. — The  Cambria  iron  company's  night  schools  referred  to 
in  previous  reports,  were  continued  as  usual  during  the  past  winter,  and 
ab  mnded  in  good  works  and  good  influences.  Various  denominational  and 
private  schools  were  also  in  operation  during  the  year,  and  a  well-attended 
and  successful  Normal  school  was  taught  in  Ebensburg. 

II.     TEACHERS    AND    TEACHING. 

Scarcity  of  Teacher*.— The  chief  difficulty  we  have  to  encounter  is  the 
scarcity  of  teachers.  Many  of  our  schools  were  not  supplied  with  teachers 
until  very  late  in  the  season,  though  every  effort  was  made  to  do  so  sooner. 
In  a  few  instances  it  was  impossible,  from  this  cause,  to  put  in  the  full  five 
months  before  the  first  of  June.  In  these  cases  the  unexpired  part  of  the 
term  will  be  added  to  the  next  year's  term. 

Some  Statistics. — Last  fall  I  concluded  to  gather  some  personal  statistics 
of  our  teachers,  in  addition  to  those  required  by  the  Department.  Of  sixty 
teachers  of  whom  I  inquired,  I  learned  that  only  twenty-nine  were  born  in 
Cambria  county,  twenty-eight  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  outside  of  Cam- 
bria county,  and  three  were  bora  out  of  the  State. 

I  further  learned  that  of  these  sixty  teachers  eight  had  attended  a  col- 
lege, fourteen  had  attended  an  academy, twenty-one  had  attended  a  County 
Normal  school,  four  had  a  State  Normal  school,  and  the  remainder  had 
acquired  all  their  education  in  our  common  schools.  The  average  length 
of  time  which  these  teachers  had  taught  was  about  forty  months. 

III.    WORK    AND    THE    WORKMEN. 

Examinations. — I  found  that  it  was  impracticable  to  defer  the  examina- 
tions last  fall,  as  I  intended,  because  of  the  increased  length  of  school 
term.  Hence,  I  held  the  examinations  at  about  the  usual  time,  and  met 
the  usual  difficulty  in  securing  enough  teachers.  I  held  thirty  public  ex- 
aminations and  a  number  of  private  examinations.  At  these  examinations 
I  had  in  all  two  hundred  and  eight  candidates ;  of  these,  eighty-three  were 
men,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  were  women.  Of  the  men.  nine  were 
rejected  ;  of  the  women,  twenty-three  were  rejected.  These  statistics  differ 
in  several  points  very  remarkably  from  those  of  the  year  before. 

Certificates. — I  granted  during  the  year  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
provisional  certificates.  This  was  an  increase  of  twenty-four  over  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  average  grade  of  these  certificates  was  a  little  over  2.2 
— about  the  same  as  the  year  before.  I  also  granted  one  professional  cer- 
tificate during  the  year,  and  renewed  one. 
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The  Candidates. — I  have  noticed  a  very  wide  difference  in  the  general 
character  of  the  candidates  at  public  and  at  private  examinations.  The 
feet  of  applying  for  an  examination  privately  is  prima  facie  evidence  of 
inferiority  of  qualifications.  The  statistics  bear  out  this  theory.  For  in- 
stance, the  certificates  issued  at  the  regular  examinations  averaged  2.2: 
those  issued  at  the  private  examinations  averaged  2.6.  Again,  23  percent. 
of  those;  examine;!  privately,  failed  altogether,  while  of  those  who  were 
examined  at  the  public  examinations,  only  16  per  cent,  were  rejected.  Of 
all  those  examined,  fifty-five  had  never  taught. 

Visits. — I  did  not  visit  much  during  the  past  year.  It  was  out  of  the 
question  to  do  so.  Those  who  will  re-call  the  character  of  the  last  winter 
— the  intense  cold,  the  severe  storms  and  the  impassable  roads — will  partly 
understand  why.  Besides,  very  serious  and  long-continued  illness  in  my 
family,  which  in  one  case  culminated  in  the  death  of  my  little  daughter 
Floy,  who  will  be  remembered  by  many  teachers  and  others  who  have 
visited  my  house,  caused  me  to  lose  several  weeks  right  in  the  heart  of  the 
school  term,  and,  with  the  other  causes  mentioned,  rendered  it  impossible 
to  visit  all,  or  nearly  all  the  schools.  1  succeeded  in  making  12i»,  and  re- 
gret as  much  as  anybody  that  I  was  not  able  to  do  more. 

The  Count)/  Institute. — Our  County  Institute  convened  in  the  court  house 
in  Ebensburg,  on  the  30th  day  of  December.  Owing  to  the  heavy  snow 
that  had  fallen  a  few  days  before,  which  completely  blockaded  our  branch 
railroad  and  rendered  the  country  roads  also  comparatively  impassable,  the 
attendance  was  not  large.  But  the  institute  was  nevertheless  highly  suc- 
cessful. Cash  premiums  amounting  to  thirty  dollars  were  given  to  the 
three  best  spellers  in  a  contest  of  two  hundred  words.  The  premiums  were 
awarded  to  Mr.  F.  J.  Strayer,  Miss  Allie  Lloyd  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Clark. 
Those  who  took  a  principal  part  in  the  exercises  of  the  institute,  and  to 
whom  the  thanks  of  the  Superintendent  are  specially  due,  are  Messrs. 
Henry  Houck,  T.  T.  Morrell,  Ceo.  J.  Luckey,  Geo.  W.  Cope,  T.  C.  Myers. 
William  M'Gough,  W.  W.  Quigg,  Hartman  Berg,  W.  C.  M'Clelland,  J.  A. 
Harrold  and  A.  B.  Torrence;  also,  to  Prof.  J.  W.  Trabert,  the  accom- 
plished organist,  and  the  choir  of  young  folks  who  enlivened  the  sessions 
of  the  institute  with  their  sweet  music. 

IV.    CONCLUSION. 

Thus  we  have  wrought  our  way  through  another  twelve  months.  In 
some  respects  we  have  been  advancing ;  in  others  we  have  about  main- 
tained our  former  position,  and  in  a  few  others,  perhaps,  we  have  fallen 
back  a  little.  Altogether,  however,  I  think  we  have  made  some  slight  pro- 
gress. We  have  a  few  insurmountable  difficulties  to  contend  with — insur- 
mountable at  least  in  the  present  state  of  our  finances — but  if  we  cannot 
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overcome  them,  we  shall  make  the  best  of  our  way  around  them,  aud  con- 
tinue to  live  in  hope  of  the  good  time  which  we  have  reason  to  believe  is 
coming.  I  hope  to  visit  every  school  in  the  county  next  term,  and  to  li- 
able to  do  something  to  the  advantage  of  public  instruction.  Some  wise 
Legislation  is  needed  as  a  ground-work  for  improvement ;  and  in  the  absence 
of  that,  superintendents  and  school  officers  can  do  but  little  more  than  has 
been  done  to  make  our  school  system  as  popular,  as  successful,  and  as 
effective  as  it  ought  to  be. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— J.  B.  Johnson. 

School  Houses. — One  new  school  house  was  built  in  Shippen ;  is  com- 
modious and  pleasant,  and  occupies  a  desirable  location.  It  was  furnished 
with  old  style  pine  desks,  made  of  very  poor  material,  and  after  six  months' 
usage  look  as  ungainly  as  some  that  have  been  in  use  these  many  years. 
The  whole  house  has  been  badly  used,  as  the  walls  and  general  appearance 
of  the  building  clearly  indicate. 

It  is  considered  wise  economy  to  supply  the  young  with  the  best  school 
houses  that  a  district  can  afford,  and  would  it  not  be  equally  discreet  to 
protect  them  from  the  hand  of  the  destroyer  after  they  have  once  been 
built  ?  Directors  should  see  to  it,  and  have  the  property  of  the  district  as 
well  cared  for  as  their  own.  Too  much  money  is  paid  for  repairs  and  con- 
tingencies, and  not  enough  for  first-class  teachers. 

The  following  districts  will  build  new  houses  the  ensuing  year :  Shippen 
2,  Lumber  1,  and  Grove  2. 

Furniture. — The  house  in  Driftwood  has  been  supplied  with  Bancroft's 
gothic  desks.  This  was  brought  about  mainly  through  the  agency  of  the 
teacher. 

Teachers. — Of  these  we  had  some  that  were  most  excellent.  Three  had 
State  Normal  school  diplomas  ;  three  had  attended  State  Normal  schools  ; 
three  held  professional  certificates ;  one  a  permanent  certificate,  and  one  a 
college  diploma.  One  received  $90  per  month,  one  $55,  five  $50  each,  two 
$40  each,  and  one  $35.  All  were  from  other  counties  except  two,  repre- 
senting Potter,  M'Kean,  Clinton,  Warren,  Erie  Lawrence,  and  one  from 
State  of  New  York. 

Of  all  the  teachers  employed  in  the  county  during  the  year  twenty- 
seven  were  from  other  counties  and  States.  These  facts  deserve  special 
attention.  When  better  teachers  can  be  procured  from  abroad  than  at 
home,  Ave  say  most  emphatically,  get  them,  but  when  the  reverse  is  true, 
then  we  say  with  equal  emphasis,  encourage  the   resident   teachers   by  se- 
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curing  their  services  and  paying  them  as  good  wages  as  if  they  came  from 
some  other  place. 

The  prevailing  reason  that  our  teachers  do  not  fare  better  is  that  they 
lack  professional  pride  and  are  eontent  to  teach  in  backward  schools  from 
year  to  year,  until  they  can  get  certificates  no  longer;  get  married,  or  find 
some  other  occupation.  In  this  list  we  find  those  who  procure  schools  by 
making  personal  sacrifices,  and  which  are  detrimental  to  the  cause,  such  as 
offering  to  "  board  round,'"  be  seamstress  for  the  community,  teach  every 
other  Saturday,  teach  for  less  wages,  besides  many  other  petty  contrivances 
that  may  pander  to  the  peculiar  whims  of  an  ignorant  director  or  indiffer- 
ent patrons, thus  taking  advantage  of  the  professional  teacher  who  seeks  a 
situation  by  more  honorable  means.  Our  experience  has  led  us  to  observe 
that  as  a  rule,  wherever  the  highest  salary  was  paid  there  were  found  the 
best  teachers  and  the  greatest  general  improvement;  and  the  money  for 
school  purposes  is  always  more  cheerfully  given  under  such  circumstances 
than  where  meagre  salaries  arejpopular. 

We  do  not  now  remember  of  having  heard  one  word  of  disapproval  in 
rd  to  the  salary  of  the  principal  of  the  Emporium  schools,  while  in 
districts  paying  the  lowest  salary  much  is  heard  about  teachers  being  paid 
ally.  This  is  only  too  true  sometimes  where  a  teacher  has  been 
employed  that  is  too  dear  at  any  price.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  a  per- 
son |  ig  talent,  tact  and  professional  zeal,  who  striv<  acate 
not  only  the  school  but  the  masses  as  well,  is    better  appreciated    at   i 

Si    than  one  at  a  much  smaller  outlay  who  lacks   the  iiali- 

if  a  good  teacher  and  allows  himself  to  clog  the  wheels  of  progress  by 
arraying  himself  on  the  side  of  ignorance. 

A  good  salary  may  bring  a  poor  teacher,  but  a  poor  salary  Beldom  pro- 
cures a  good  one. 

During  the  several  years  of  our  official  knowledge  of  the  scl  of  this 

COUiitj  .  we  bave  met  many  children  who  were  in  the  hands  of  car< 
inexperienced  teachers,  from  year  to  year,  whose  bright  counten; 
find  there  no  longer.  Where  are  they  now?  In  all  probability 
them  have  left  school  never  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  again  a'  .  and 

who  -hall  say  that  a  fearful  responsibility  does  not   rest  somewhere  for  in- 
incalculable  loss  upon  such,  by  having  consigned  then:  to  the 
n        i  f  ignorance.     The  best  way  to  elevate  the  profession,  w  i  s  to 

ome  mode  by  which  some  uniformity  of  examining  and  certificating 
may  be  adopted i  otherwise,  make  it  general.     What  objection  is 
there  to  district  uniformity — that   is.  a  number  of  counties   wl 
wants  and  privileges  are  identical? 

rie's. —  No  advance  in  any  district  except  in   Emporium,  where  the 
prTncipal  receiv<  d  $15  more  than  had  been  paid  at  any  time  previous.     Sal- 
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ary  of  primary  teacher  was  also  advanced  $10  per  month  and  received  for 
the  first  time  equal  pay  with  the  teachers  of  all  other  grades  below  the 
principal.  This  speaks  well  for  the  enterprising  hoard.  It  is  a  move  in 
the  right  direction. 

County  Institute. — Our  annual  institute  was  held  at  Emporium  in  De- 
cember. It  was  our  desire  to  make  it  a  more  complete  success  than  any 
previous  one.  Work  was  done  accordingly,  and  the  result  warrants  the 
statement  that  our  fondest  hopes  were  fully  realized.  It  surpassed  all 
others  in  every  important  particular.  The  day  sessions  were  largely  at- 
tended by  the  citizens,  and  each  evening  the  spacious  room  was  crowded 
before  the  hour  of  opening.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  unusually 
large,  and  every  one  in  the  county  has  our  sincere  thanks  for  so  promptly 
responding  to  the  call.  The  co-operation  of  teachers  and  friends  was  all 
that  could  be  desired  and  did  much  toward  making  the  institute  what  it 
was.  The  crowning  feature  of  the  session  was  that  nearly  all  the  expenses 
were  voluntarily  paid  by  individuals  and  teachers,  some  even  hailing  us  in 
the  street  and  thrusting  five  dollar  "greenbacks"  into  our  hands. 

The  lecturers  and  instructors  present  were  Prof.  W.  W.  Woodruff,  <  !apt. 
C.  J.  Arms,  Mrs.  Emma  Garfield  Martin  and  Mrs.  Anna  Livingston.  All 
who  heard  them  were  enthusiastic  in  bestowing  praise  for  the  valuable  ser- 
vices they  rendered. 

We  feel  deeply  grateful  to  the  School  Department  for  assistance  from 
that  source. 

Superintendent's  Labors. — In  addition  to  the  usual  amount  of  work  done 
we  attended  the  Elk  County  Institute,  visited  schools  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  State,  the  State  Normal  school  at  Trenton,  N^  J.,  and  attended  the 
State  Teachers'  Association  at  Philadelphia. 

The  Press. — The  editors  of  the  Emporium  Independent  and  Cameron 
Herald  have  our  hearty  thanks  for  favors  received  during  the  year. 


CARBON  COUNTY.— R.  P.  Hofford. 

Progress  in  the  educational  work  of  Carbon  county  has  not  been  so  rapid 
as  many  of  its  most  ardent  admirers  wish,  but  we  have  satisfactory  evidence 
that  it  is  healthy,  and  we  prefer  good  substantial  healthy  growth,  though 
it  be  slow,  to  that  which  is  begotten  in  excitement  and  nourished  by  un- 
healthy stimulants,  and.  being  forced  beyond  its  natural  growth,  becomes 
weak  and  sickly. 

There  was  some  dissatisfaction  in  regard  to  the  law  making  the  minimum 
school  term  in  each  year  five  months.  It  was  however  confined  to  a  few  of 
the  rural  districts.     Fears  were  expressed  by  some  that  there  would  be  a 
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useless  expenditure  of  money  by  having  such  long  school  terms  among 
farmers,  where  they  need  their  children  to  work  early  in  the  spring  and  late 
in  the  fall,  and  cannot  possibly  spare  them  from  home  more  than  three  or 
four  months  at  most  to  attend  school,  and  yet  they  are  compelled  bylaw 
to  employ  and  pay  teaehers  to  keep  the  schools  open  for  the  long  term  of 
five  months,  which  necessitates  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  tax  Levy  of  one 
or  two  mills,  and  this  seems  to  lie  the  most  objectionable  feature  of  the  long 
term  law. 

The  results  of  the  past  year,  however,  show  the  wisdom  of  the  legisla- 
ture in  taking  this  advance  step  and  how  utterby  futile  the  arguments 
against  it  are.  Since  the  minimum  term  was  increased  from  four  to  live 
months,  the  average  percentage  of  attendance  has  increased  about  six  per 
cent,  over  the  previous  year  and  the  average  increase  in  teachers'  salaries 
for  the  same  time  has  been  about  nine  per  cent.,  which  in  taking  all  together 
i<  not  so  bad  for  one  year's  experience  in  the  '-new  departure." 

But  while  the  good  work  is  going  slowly  forward  there  still  remains 
much  to  be  done  before  the  beautiful  structure  of  our  educational  system 
shall  be  complete  in  all  its  parts.  The  beauty  of  it  is  this,  it  is  the  people's 
system.  They  have  the  power  in  their  hands  to  make  it  what  it  should  bo. 
that  its  elevating  moral  influences  may  reach  forth  to  brighten,  and  cheer 
every  household  in  the  land. 

School  directors  have  almost  unlimited  control  over  the  schools  in  their 
respective  districts.  They  elect  county  and  district  superintendents, locate 
and  build  school  houses,  determine  the  length  of  school  terms,  appoint 
teachers  and  fix  their  salaries,  grade  schools  and  say  what  branches  shall 
be  studied  in  the  different  grades  and  what  books  shall  be  used.  It  is 
therefore  very  important  that  they  be  liberal-minded  and  intelligent.  The 
very  best  men  in  the  district  should  be  selected  for  school  directors,  with- 
out regard  to  the  political  or  religious  tenets  they  may  hold.  With  the 
right  men  for  school  directors  we  can  launch  the  educational  ship  boldly 
forth  upon  the  troubled  waters  without  fear  of  storms  or  breakers. 

We  can  put  up  with  poor  supervisors  and  the  inconveniences  of  bad 
roads,  [four  teams  wear  out  and  break  down  by  driving  over  them,  they 
can  easily  be  replaced,  or  if  when  taking  an  airing  in  a  pleasure  carriage 
we  are  jostled  a  little  by  fast  driving,  that  can  very  easily  be  remedied; 
we  need  only  drive  a  little  slower.  But  who  is  there  among  us  rich  enough 
to  bear  the  loss  of  his  children's  neglected  education.  It  is  a  loss  that  can 
never  be  repaired,  and  the  effects  of  it  will  run  all  through  and  be  felt  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  mortal  life. 

Now,  while  opportunities  are  crowding  so  thickly  around  us,  we  should 
embrace  them  by  taking  hold  of  the  work  in  earnest  and  "do  with  our 
might  what  our  hands  find  to  do." 
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Directors,  when  about  to  employ  teachers,  should  hold  out  such  induce- 
ments in  the  shape  of  salaries  that  will  attract  t.Jent  and  skill  to  the  pro- 
fession instead  of  driving  them  away. 

Every  year  we  are  pained  to  see  some  of  our  best  and  most  successful 
teachers  leave  the  profession  to  seek  other  employment,  not  out  of  choice 
or  because  they  do  not  like  teaching  but  on  account  of  the  stinted  salaries 
they  receive.  Prudent  business  men,  when  they  have  important  positions 
to  fill,  the\-  look  around  and  find  men  of  skill  and  experience,  and  in  every 
way  fitted  for  the  positions  they  are  expected  to  fill,  and  if  their  services 
cannot  be  secured  by  paying  small  salaries  they  pay  large  ones. 

School  directors  go  and  do  likewise.  If  you  cannot  get  good  teachers 
at  small  salaries  pay  large  ones,  and  get  the  very  best  you  can.  It  will  be 
cheapest  in  the  end.  "  A  good  article  always  brings  a  good  price  in  mar- 
ket." When  you  have  secured  teachers  for  your  schools,  see  that  they 
have  good  and  pleasant  school  rooms,  supplied  with  all  the  implements 
necessary  to  carry  on  their  work  successfully.  Every  school  room  should 
be  furnished  with  a  large  amount  of  black-board  surface,  outline  maps, 
spelling  and  writing  tablets,  call-bell,  a  copy  of  Webster's  or  Worcester's 
Unabridged  Dictionary,  and  a  good  stove  or  other  heating  apparatus  to 
keep  it  comfortable  in  cold  weather. 

.  Directors  should  visit  their  schools  occasionally  and  give  teachers  all  the 
encouragement  they  can,  thereby  showing  that  they  are  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  them.  Parents  also  should  visit  schools  more  frequently  ;  by 
doing  so  a  pleasant  social  intercourse  may  be  established  between  teachers. 
pupils,  directors  and  parents,  which  will  result  in  much  good.  They  are  all 
interested  and  should  work  together. 

During  the  past  year  but  little  improvement  was  made  in  school  houses. 
One  new  house  was  built  in  Lower  Towamensing  and  one  in  Packer.  The 
former  is  a  good  frame  house,  with  vestibule  at  the  entrance,  furnished 
with  plenty  of  black-board  surface  and  comfortable  seats  and  desks  ;  the 
latter  is  a  neat  frame  building  with  small  halls  at  the  entrance  for  hats  and 
shawls.  It  has  ample  black-board  surface  and  is  furnished  with  patent 
gothic  seats  and  desks.  It  reflects  much  credit  on  the  directors  who  had 
the  matter  in  hand. 

In  my  last  annual  report  attention  of  school  officers  was  called  to  the  di- 
lapidated condition  of  school  surroundings,  but  very  little  improvement 
has  been  made  in  this  direction,  and  at  this  time  there  is  scarcely  a  school 
house  in  Carbon  county,  the  surroundings  of  which  cannot  be  greatly  im- 
proved at  a  very  small  expense.  By  a  small  amount  annually  spent  in 
this  way,  play  grounds  could  be  made  and  kept  pleasant  and  attractive  to 
children.  The  out-buildings  in  some  districts  are  in  a  shameful  condition. 
Directors  should  see  that  ever}-  school  is  supplied  with  the  necessary  out- 


44  CAtlBON   COUNTY. 

buildings — see  that  they  are  put  up  in  a  good,  substantial  manner,  and  then 
teachers  should  not  allow  them  to  be  abused.  This  is  an  important  mat- 
ter, and  should  be  attended  to  as  a  sanitary  measure  as  well  as  for  the 
comfort  of  scholars. 

The  past  year  marks  a  new  era  in  the  public  schools  of  Mauch  Chunk 
borough.  A  regular  course  of  studies  has  been  established  for  the  high 
school,  and  the  first  class,  consisting  of  seven  members,  graduated  from  it 
at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the 
court  house.  They  were  very  creditable  to  the  school  and  school  officers, 
and  were  witnessed  by  a  large  and  intelligent  audience.  The  whole  passed 
oil*  pleasantly,  and  I  think  will  do  much  to  stimulate  teachers  and  pupils, 
as  well  as  all  others  connected  with  the  schools,  to  renewed  efforts  in  their 
works. 

The  schools  of  East  Mauch  Chunk,  Lehighton,  Parryville,  Packerton, 
Summit  Hill  and  Nesquehoning  are  in  a  very  flourishing  condition ;  direc- 
tors ami  teachers  deserve  credit  for  it. 

The  schools  in  the  rural  districts  are  improving  very  slowly.  Normal 
trained  teachers  are  increasing  in  numbers  and  generally  exercise  a  healthy 
influence  wherever  they  are  emplo3-ed. 

The  directors  of  Lehighton  have  finally  concluded  to  build  a  new  school 
house,  and  work  has  been  commenced  upon  it.  When  completed  it  will  be 
the  finest  school  building  in  the  county. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  held  at  Mauch  Chunk  and  was  a  suc- 
cess, regards  the  number  of  teachers  present  and  the  interest  mani- 
fested by  them.  All  passed  off  pleasantly,  and  I  think  profitably.  A 
sub-institute  was  held  at  Lehighton,  which  was  also  well  attended.  "While 
we  have  had  many  good  teachers  the  past  year  who  were  an  honor  to  the 
profession,  we  have  also  had  many  for  whom  we  cannot  say  so  much.  We 
sincerely  hope  the  former  class  will  be  largely  increased  the  present  year, 
and  i  I  ter  decreased  in  proportion,  for  much  of  the  success  of  our 
schools  depends  on  the  teachers  in  charge  of  them.  Teachers  be  faithful 
to  ti>  committed  to  3-our  care. 

Tl  the  Superintendent  consisted  in  the  examination  of  teachers, 

visiti  ■  :id  holding  County  Institute.     See  statistical  report. 

In  In  ion,  1  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  school  officers  and  teachers 

for  u:  luess  and  encouragement  extended  to  me. 


CENTRE   COUNTY.  45 

CENTRE  COUNTY.— R.  M.  Maoee. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  work  of  the  year  it  is  cheering  to 
know  that  the  condition  of  our  schools  has  been  steadily  advancing — in- 
deed in  many  districts  quite  as  rapidly  as  the  most  sanguine  could  expect. 
considering  the  many  obstacles  in  the  way.  The  statistical  table  herewith 
sent,  fully  indicates  the  condition  of  the  schools. 

A  number  of  new  houses  will  be  built  this  summer.  Work  has  already 
been  commenced  on  the  graded  school  buildings  at  Centre  Hall  and  Boals- 
burg.  Directors,  in  building  houses,  should  not  be  governed  solely  by  the 
present  want  of  the  district,*  or  in  a  few  years  they  may  find  it  necessary 
to  build  again.  Additional  rooms  are  already  needed  at  Snow  Shoe  and 
Lemont,  where  single  houses  were  built  a  year  or  two  ago. 

Schools. — There  are  now  two  hundred  and  eight  (208)  schools  in  the 
county,  fifty-nine  (59)  of  which  are  graded.  Three  new  schools  were  estab- 
lished during  the  year.  The  schools  of  Penn  Hall  and  Spring  Mills  have 
been  graded,  and  an  additional  primary  established  at  Centre  Hall,  while 
the  four  in  Burnside  district,  hitherto  reported  graded,  have  been  merged 
in  two  ungraded  schools,  with  a  term  of  eight  months. 

I  would  again  earnestly  recommend  the  grading  of  schools  in  the  rural 
districts,  wherever  there  is  a  sufficient  school  population.  I  am  satisfied 
this  subject  has  not  met  with  the  consideration  it  should  receive.  Although 
we  have  made  fair  progress,  and  compare  favorably,  in  this  respect,  with 
other  rural  districts  of  the  State — almost  29  per  cent,  of  all  the  schools  in 
the  county  being  graded,  yet  there  is  much  room  for  improvement.  Every 
hamlet  and  densely  settled  neighborhood  should  have  its' graded  school, 
which  would  naturally  culminate  in  the  requisite  number  of  high  schools. 
Miles  township  has,  for  a  number  of  years,  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  such 
a  school,  and  Gregg  has  recently  followed  the  example  ;  and  it  is  earnestly 
hoped  the  work  may  go  on  until  every  district  shall  have  its  high  school. 
Then  only  will  our  free  schools  approximate  what  their  founders  designed. 
Grading  is  specially  recommended  at  Julian  Furnace,  in  Huston ;  Marsh 
Creek,  and  Wallace  Run,  in  Boggs  ;  Lemont,  in  Harris  ;  Quay's,  in  Curtin ; 
Farmers'  Mills  and  Snow  Shoe.  Additional  primaries  are  needed  at  Belle- 
foute,  Phillipsburg  and  Mjlesburg. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  our  schools  all  well  classified,  all  the 
scholars  of  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same  advancement,  being  required  to 
pursue  a  regular  course  of  studjr.  This  was  not  accomplished  without 
much  labor,  in  consequence  of  the  hostility,  on  the  part  of  certain  parent* 
and  scholars,  to  some  of  the  common  school  branches.  A  very  serious 
hindrance  is  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  parents  to  procure  the  necessary 
books  for  their  children.     A  system  of  oral  teaching  is  resorted  to  in  such 
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cases.  Perhaps  one  of  the  best  indications  of  progress  is  in  the  increased 
amount  of  oral  instruction  given.  I  have  constantly  urged  this  plan  of 
teaching,  especially  with  beginners,  and  have  invariably  found  those  classes 
most  successful  in  which  it  was  practiced.  -1//  the  branches  arc.  now 
everywhere  taught.  Of  these  the  much  neglected  subject  "of  Heading  re- 
ceived particular  attention.  All  reading  books  above  the  Fourth  have 
been  pretty  generally  dispensed  with,  except  in  the  higher  graded  schools, 
leaving  but  one  advanced  class  in  a  school,  which  received  a  thorough  drill, 
at  least  thirty  minutes  in  length,  daily,  instead  of  dividing  this  time,  as  here- 
tofore, between  Fourth,  Fifth  and  often  Sixth  Header  classes.  A. very 
common  error,  which  had  to  be  met  and  corrected,  lay  in  the  practice  of 
parents  and  teachers  gratifying  the  inordinate  desire  of  pupils  for  the  Fifth 
Reader,  when  they  could  scarcely  comprehend  the  simple  language  of  the 
Third.  Vocal  Music  and  Elementary  Drawing  were  taught  during  last  ses- 
sion for  the  first  time  in  all  the  schools,  and  with  a  degree  of  success  that 
is  cpuite  encouraging.  In  the  Bellefonte  schools  a  special  teacher  was  em- 
ployed for  this  purpose,  who  gave  daily  instruction  in  all  the  grades.  Music 
was  taught,  in  most  of  the  schools,  by  means  of  a  daily  black-board  drill, 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  in  length,  the  pupils  first  reading  then  singing  the 
notes.  Drawing  was  taught  in  some  schools  by  imitation,  but  in  others 
real  objects  were  drawn  and  perspective  taught  from  the  first.  Physiology 
was  taught,  to  some  extent,  in  every  school  in  the  count}-.  Some  of  the 
higher  branches  were  pursued  as  regular  studies  in  forty- four  (44) — Latin 
being  taught  in  three,  Algebra  in  thirty,  (30,)  and  Natural  Philosophy  in 
twenty-one  (21.)     Tin;  Bible  was  read  daily  in  all. 

We  have  district  uniformity  of  books,  and  have  had  no  change  for  seven 
years,  except  in  Curtin,  last  year,  and  there  1  fear  the  change  was  rather 
imprudent.  Directors  should  allow  no  tampering  with  their  selections. 
Symptoms  of  this  were  noticed  in  Half  Moon,  Foggs  and  Patton. 

I  think  the  discipline  of  the  schools  lias  materially  improved  ;  teachers 
having  emdeavored  to  avoid  harshness  and  undue  severity,  except  as  a  last 
resort,  appealing  rather  to  the  scholars'  sense  of  right,  and  inculcating 
principles  of  self-restraint.  In  general  behavior,  manners  and  morals,  much 
improvement  is  manifest. 

The  average  attendance,  upon  the  whole,  was  fully  as  good  as  during 
any  previous  year,  though  in  some  districts  very  irregular.  Parents  seem 
strangely  remiss  in  this  matter ;  many  scholars  do  not  enter  school  until 
near  the  middle  of  the  term,  when  others  begin  to  drop  oil"  and  come  no 
more,  or  very  irregularly.  I  can  not  understand  why  parents  continue 
thus  to  injure  their  children.  Directors  who  have  been  consulted  in  some 
districts,  estimate  the  number  of  children  not  attending  school  at  all  to 
average  two  in  each  sul>-district.     In  some  district  this  estimate  is  too 
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high,  but  in  others  it  is  much  too  low,  and  in  the  aggregate   makes  over 

four  hundred  not  in  attendance  at  any  school  during  the  year.  The  half 
of  these  probably  never  attended  school  before.  This  estimate  docs  not 
include  those  from  18  to  21  years  of  age,  who  are  engaged  in  some  regular 
business,  or  learning  trades. 

Most  of  the  schools  were  visited  regularly  by  parents,  hut  comparatively 
few  received  monthly  visits  from  directors,  as  implied  in  the  law. 

Many  of  the  school  rooms  I  found  very  handsomely  decorated  with 
evergeens,  mottoes,  pictures,  etc.  This  is  a  sure  index  of  an  interesting 
school.  I  could  name  about  a  dozen  in  which  nothing  but  dirt  and  chalk- 
marks  were  to  lie  seen  on  the  walls. 

Encouraging  progress  has  been  made  in  the  grading  of  salaries,  In 
most  districts,  teachers  are  now  paid  according  to  the  grade  of  the  Certifi- 
cates, special  reference  being  had  to  the  mark  in  teaching.  1  trust  this 
practice  will  be  made  general  by  next  year,  for  it  is  the  true  basis,  and  ex- 
perience everywhere  confirms  it.  Under  this  system  it  becomes  an  object 
with  teachers  to  qualify  themselves. 

As  a  temporary  means  of  improvement  for  teachers,  the  County  Normal 
Institute  was  re-opened  during  the  vacation  of  the  schools,  at  Centre  Hall. 
about  eighty  teachers  attending.  Only  such  of  the  common  school  branches 
a.s  seemed  imperatively  necessary  were  taught,  the  science  of  teaching  be- 
ing made  the  prominent  feature  of  study.  This  was  our  seventh  annual 
session,  and  I  am  confident  no  other  agency  in  the  county  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  more  general  good  to  the  schools.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that 
our  State  Normal  School  at  Lock  Haven  is  so  unnecessarily  delayed. 

Thirty  public  examination?,  were  held,  but  the  number  receiving  certifi- 
cates  being  found  insufficient  to  supply  the  schools,  twelve  applicants 
were  afterward  privately  examined.  All  were  required  to  pass  examina- 
tion in  physiology  and  the  rudiments  of  music  and  drawing,  which  some 
what  reduced  the  average  grade  of  the  certificates,  though  the  qualifica- 
tions of  teachers  were  in  the  main  higher. 

Visitation. —  Every  school  in  the  county  was  visited  and  examined  once, 
sixty  a  second  time,  and  a  few  that  required  special  watching,  a  third  time, 
making  in  all  two  hundred  and  eighty  (280)  visits,  of  which  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  (128)  were  made  with  directors,  to  whom  the  various 
wants  of  the  schools  were  duly  pointed  out.  Eighty-one  (81)  directors  and 
three  hundred  and  thirty-two  (332)  patrons  accompanied  me  in  these  visits. 
Many  defects  in  classification,  methods,  etc..  were  remedied,  and  though 
my  whole  time  was  devoted  to  this  duty  from  the  opening  of  the  schools, 
in  November,  until  their  close,  in  April — so  far  as  I  could  in  connection 
with  the  effice  work  required,  and  the  County  Institute,  yet  I  feel  like 
commiserating  myself  on  what  was  not  accomplished,  for  were  this  the 
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Superintendent's  only  duty,  in  a  county  like  ours,  with  over  two  hundred 
B  shools  promiscuously  scattered  over  more  than  a  thousand  square  miles 
of  territory,  it  were  impossible  for  him  to  exercise  that  close  and  constant 
supervision  which  the  welfare  of  the  schools  imperatively  demands.  Every 
township  should  have  its  district  superintendent,  or,  as  before  recom- 
mended, adjoining  districts  employ  one  extra  teacher  for  this  purpose,  for 
every  forty  or  fifty  schools.  The  good  of  many  schools  could  thus  almost 
be  doubled,  for  while  all  would  be  benefitted,  young  teachers  particularly 
need  watching,  encouragement  and  advice. 

It  is  also  herewith  suggested  that  the  secretary  of  the  board  inspect  the 
teachers'  monthly  reports  more  closely,  and  in  cases  where  the  regulations 
of  the  district  are  not  carried  out,  give  such  instruction  as  the  case  may 
require,  kindly  showing  such  teachers  their  faults,  and  directing  them  what 
course  to  pursue.  In  looking  over  report  books  I  have  noticed  the  most 
glaring  defects,  yet  fully  approved  by  the  secretary  without  a  word  of  com- 
ment. 

Our  twenty-sixth  annual  institute  was  held  at  Bellefonte,  during  holi- 
day week.  It  was  better  attended  than  any  previous  one,  there  being  two 
hundred  and  thirty-five  (235)  actual  members  in  attendance.  The  practi- 
cal character  of  the  exercises  added  much  to  its  usefulness.  The  work 
was  performed  chiefly  by  our  own  teachers,  the  only  instructors  from 
abroad  being  Profs.  J.  W.  Shoemaker  and  A.  B.  Home.  Much  interest 
was  added  to  the  session  by  the  presence  of  the  State  Superintendent, 
Hon.  J.  P.  Wickerskam,  whose  wbrds  of  cheer  will  long  be  remembered  by 
our  teachers  and  people. 

District  institutes  were  held  in  four  districts,  though  in  two  of  these  the 
meetings  were  held  independent  of  the  directors. 

In  the  discharge  of  official  duties  170  official  letters  were  written,  over 
1.200  circulars  distributed  through  the  mails,  and  2, 8G5  miles  traveled — 
laboring  2*15  days. 

Thanks  to  the  many  friends  who  have  aided  me  in  the  work. 

In  Memoriam. — Death  twice  invaded  our  ranks  during  the  year.  Prof. 
John  E.  Thomas,  one  of  the  founders,  and  for  a  number  of  years  president 
of  the  Centre  County  Teachers'  Institute,  died  on  the  28th  of  October  last. 

Benjamin  F.  Hinton,  a  faithful  and  competent  teacher,  died  on  the  18th 
of  May,  after  a  protracted  and  painful  illness. 

Among  the  agencies  outside  of  the  common  school  work  may  be  named 
the  State  Agricultural  College,  the  Bellefonte,  Boalsburg  and  Penn  Hall 
academies,  and  the  Nittany  Valley  Institute,  all  of  which  are  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition,  and  exert  a  favorable  influence  on  the  public  schools. 


CHESTER  COUNTY.  49 

A  great  many  subscription  schools  are  opened  during  the  summer 
months,  besides  three  private  denominational  schools,  and  a  number  of 
select  schools. 

The  county  press  and  the  clergy  are  earnest  in  tbeir  support  of  the  pub- 
lic schools,  for  which  they  have  our  grateful  acknowledgments. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— Hiram  F.  Pierce. 

Visitation. — All  the  schools,  except  13  not  in  session  at  the  time,  were 
visited  once  and  29  twice,  resulting  in  the  following  observations : 

Grounds.— Of  the  293  school  grounds  in  the  county,  but  43  are  suitably 
improved  by  fencing  and  shade  trees.  A  school  house  was  occasionally 
found  in  a  swamp,  upon  a  rocky  bluff,  or  in  the  corner  of  a  woods ;  site 
selected  because  cheap  or  gratuitously  obtained. 

School  grounds  are,  however,  gradually  improving  and  the  sites  of  new 
houses  generally  indicate  judgment  and  magnanimity. 

Among  the  larger  districts,  Sadsbury  is  decidedly  the  banner  township 
in  respect  to  size  and  beaut}r  of  school  grounds. 

Out-buildings. — Much  indifference  and  even  neglect  Avas  evident  in  some 
districts  in  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  out-buildings.  In  several  cases, 
I  found  the  fuel  lying  out  exposed  to  the  weather,  and  to  other  means  of 
more  rapid  consumption.  A  dry  place  for  fuel,  under  lock  and  key  will  soon 
pay  for  itself. 

Houses. — The  houses  are  nearly  all  substantially  built — 282  being  either 
brick  or  stone  and  but  1 1  frame,  yet  the  general  plan  as  well  as  their  con- 
dition indicates  their  age. 

Houses  unfit  for  use  are  as  follows:  West  Bradford  1,  East  Brandy  wine 
1,  West  Cain  4,  Charlestown  1,  North  Coventry* %  South  Coventry  1,  East 
Coventry  5,  Downingtown  1,  Elk  1,  West  Fallowfield  1,  Franklin  1,  West 
Goshen  3,  Honey  brook  3,  Hopewell  borough  1,  London  Grove  1,  East 
Marlboro'  2,  East  Nantmeal  1,  West  Nantmeal  1,  New  Garden  5,  Newlin  2, 
Bonn  1,  Schuylkill  1,  Tredyffrin  1,  Valley  1,  East  Vincent  1,  Wallace  1  and 
Willistown  3.  Charlestown  has  a  new  building  nearly  completed.  Down- 
ingtown has  purchased  and  is  refitting  the  Karnes  property  for  a  union 
school  building.  Phcenixville,  extending  her  limits,  has  taken  in  the  old 
house  in  Schuylkill  and  intends  erecting  a  new  union  building  this  season. 
Elk  and  Wallace,  at  last  accounts,  intended  building  this  year.  Others,  no 
doubt,  will  soon  follow  their  example.  There  are  but  35  first  class  house:-' 
in  the  county. 

9  School  Rei> 
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The  furniture  is,  in  most  cases,  much  better  than  the  houses,  indicating 
progress  in  this  respect  at  least.  In  a  few  districts,  I  found  the  old-style 
desks  extending  around  the  room  and  supplied  with  benches  minus  a  sup- 
port for  the.  hack.  These  are  positively  injun'oii!*,  besides  being  very  in- 
convenient and  uncomfortable.  Several  districts  have  supplied  all  their 
schools,  and  quite  a  number,  one  or  more,  with  improved  furniture. 

The  apjjaratus  in  many  districts  is  sadly  deficient.  I  find  globes  in 
nearly  all  the  schools.  In  most  of  them  outline  maps,  but  frequently  so 
much  out  of  date  as  to  be  entirely  worthless.  A  live,  energetic  teacher  can 
do  much  in  the  way  of  securing  apparatus. 

Modern  out-line  maps— full  set — globe,  clock,  writing  charts,  primary 
reading  cards,  numeral  frame,  dictionary,  gazetteer,  mathematical  solids, 
call-bell,  &c,  are  among  the  most  important  articles  of  apparatus.  Cur- 
tains, pictures,  mottoes,  flowers,  &c.,  render  the  school  room  attractive, 
thus  increasing  the  attendance,  ay,  much  more — they  have  a  salutary  in- 
fluence upon  the  disposition  of  the  pupils,  as  well  as  cultivate  the  aesthetic, 
which  is  entirely  neglected  in  many  cases. 

Text-Books. — About  one-fourth  of  the  districts  yet  need  the  adoption  of 
:t  uniform  series.  There  is  economy  in  furnishing  the  books  at  the  expense 
of  the  district  when  the  proper  authorities  manage  the  matter  with  judg- 
ment and  care.  Districts  that  have  tried  this  plan  report  eery  favorably. 
It  would  pay  every  district  in  the  county  to  furnish  each  teacher  with  a 
set  of  text-books  for  her  own  use,  and  then  insist  upon  the  lessons  being 
prepared  by  the  teacher  as  well  as  by  the  pupils.  Where  this  is  done  its 
influence  is  felt  at  examination,  by  the  ready  answers,  and  in  the  school- 
room especially,  giving  life  and  interest  to  the  exercises.  This  experiment 
*>jilv  needs  a  trial  to  convince  the  most  doubtful. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  at  West  Chester  during  the  week  begin- 
ning October  28th. 

Instruction  was  given  in  methods  of  teaching  the  more  important 
branches  provided  by  law. 

Phonography  and  vocal  music  formed  new  features.  The  increasing 
number  of  teachers  in  attendance  each  year,  and  the  interest  manifested, 
show  plainly  their  appreciation  of  this  means  of  professional  improvement. 

While  the  majority  of  the  districts  allow  their  teachers  time  for  attend- 
ing the  annual  institute  without  reduction  of  salary,  a  great  many  are  yet 
standing  in  their  own  light. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Oxford,  Coatesville,  Waynesburg  and 
Eteeseville,  during  tint  winter  and  spring.  Requests  to  hold  institutes  at 
Phaenixville,  Springville,  Kennett  Square,  West  Grove  and  Parkesburg 
were  refused  on  account  of  circumstances  we  need  not  name.  These  "Peo- 
ple's Institutes"  which  reach  hundreds  that,  through   the  force  of  circum- 
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stances,  can  not  attend  the   County  Institute,  are  arousing  the  masses  to  :i 
higher  estimate  of  the  worth  of  the  common  school. 

District  institutes  are  held  semi-monthly  in  Oxford  borough,  Springville 
Charleston,  Kennett,  Easttown,  Tredyfl'rin,  Honeybrook,  and  Valley ; 
monthly  in  Phtenixville,  Coatesville,  Schuylkill  and  West  Vincent ;  Elk  and 
East  Fallowfield  report  three  meetings  each,  and  P^ast  Marlborough  two. 
Method,  thoroughness  and  enthusiasm  are  the  influences  preceptible  in 
visiting  the  schools  of  districts  wherein  teachers'  meetings  are  regularly 
held  and  properly  conducted. 

Examinations. — The  plan  of  holding  teachers'  examinations  adopted  for 
the  summer  vacation  seemed  to  meet  with  almost  universal  satisfaction. 
Circulars,  suggesting  the  union  of  two  or  more  contiguous  districts,  and 
naming  times  and  places  for  examination,  were  sent  to  directors  advising 
them  also  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  law  which  requires  teachers  to  be 
examined  in  the  district  in  which  they  teach,  or  first  apply. 

The  State  Normal  school  at  West  Chester,  with  a  full  corps  of  excellent 
instructors  under  the  skillful  management  of  Ex-Superintendent  Geo.  L„ 
Maris,  is  rapidly  becoming  more  popular  and  efficient  in  the  educational 
work. 

Lincoln  University,  near  Oxford,  is  the  only  college  in  the  count}7.  This 
institution,  established  for  the  education  of  colored  men,  is  in  charge  of  an. 
able  faculty  and  is  performing  a  truly  wonderful  missionary  work. 

The  Press  has  rendered  valuable  service  in  publishing  reports  of  insti- 
tutes and  other  items  of  educational  interest.  The  pulpit,  by  means  of 
educational  sermons,  and  frequent  visits  to  the  schools  might  exert  a  pow- 
erful influence  in  behalf  of  the  common  cause.  All  the  above  agencies 
have  contributed  to  the  influence  that  is  causing  the  "People's  Colleges"  to 
grow  in  public  favor.  The  uniform  co-operation  of  directors,  as  well  as  the 
kindness  and  courtesy  of  teachers,  directors  and  friends  of  education  gen- 
erally, have  rendered  the  onerous  duties  of  the  office  pleasantr  aad,  I  trust 
the  more  profitable. 
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CLARION  COUNTY.— J.  E.  Wood. 

Six  now  hcmses  were  erected  during  the  year :  one  in  Elk,  three  in  Lick- 
ing,  one  in  Richland,  and  one  in  St.  Petersburg.  These  houses  are  good 
frame  structures,  and  most  of  them  are  well  supplied  with  suitable  furni- 
ture, but  they  are  not  properly  ventilated.  The  old  school  house  in  St. 
Petersburg  was  enlarged.  This  building  should  be  abandoned  at  once,  as 
it  is  surrounded  by  buildings  and  oil  wells,  and  the  furniture  is  unsuitable. 
A  new  school  building  is  needed  in  the  borough  of  Rimersburg.  The  di- 
rectors should  take  the  necessary  steps  towards  the  erection  of  a  new  house, 
at  once,  as  the  old  one  is  not  only  unsuitable  but  is  a  disgrace  to  the  town. 
School  ground*. — Very  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  selection  of  school 
grounds.  In  many  instances  grounds  are  chosen  because  they  are  worth- 
less for  other  purposes  and  can  be  secured  at  a  trifling  cost.  It  is  hoped 
that  directors  and  friends  of  education  will  give  more  attention  to  the  lo- 
cation of  school  grounds,  and  to  having  them  properly  fenced  and  beauti- 
fied. 

Furniture. — The  furniture  in  many  of  our  houses  needs  improvement. 
Many  ©f  the  seats  and  desks  are  too  high  and  the  backs  are  too  straight, 
compelling  pupils  to  violate  the  laws  of  health.  In  seme  houses  the  seats 
have  no  baeks  and  the  desks  are  placed  against  the  walls. 

Neio  District. — St.  Petersburg  was  incorporated  as  a  borough,  and  thus 
become  a  separate  school  district.  Three  schools  were  organized  and  kept 
in  operation  four  months.     Two  of  these  schools  were  graded. 

Apparatus. — All  our  scho®ls  arc  supplied  with  black-boards,  and  many  of 
t  hem  have  been  furnished  with  globes,  out-line  maps,  charts,  &e. 

Out-building*. — I  would  again  call  the  attention  of  directors  to  the  fact 
that  nearly  all  our  school  houses  are  destitute  of  the  necessary  out-buildings. 
In  no  way  can  directors  do  more  for  .the  morals  of  the  children  under  their 
care,  than  by  attending  to  this  important  matter. 

School    Term. — Several    districts    have  two  terms  of  school  each    year. 
In  many  instances  poor  teachers  are  employed  to  teach  in  the  summer  be- 
•cause  only  small  children  attend;    and  public  sentiment  says  that  almost 
anybody  can  teach  a  primary  school.     The  two  terms  should  lie  consoli- 
dated and  good  teacher-;  employed  for  the  school  year. 

Teachers. Our  teachers  as  a  body,  do  very  little  professional  reading. 

About  twelve  or  fifteen  rea«l  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal,  and  only  a 
small  number  read  other  educational  periodicals.  Nearly  all  of  them  have 
studied  the  science  of  teaching,  as  found  in  the  standard  works  on  that 
subject.  Every  teacher  should  read  the  School  .Journal  or  some  of  the 
many  educational  periodicals  of  the  day. 
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Directory. — We  can  not  be  too  careful  in  the  seleotion  of  school  directors, 
as  these  officers  possess  almost  unlimited  power.  We  have  majvy  earnest 
and  intelligent  directors,  who  realize  the  importance  of  education,  and  who 
do  all  they  can  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools ;  but  unfortunately  there  is  a 
large  number  who  have  no  interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  who  desire 
the  office  that  they  may  oppose  improvement  and  thereby  reduce  taxation. 
Incompetent  and  indifferent  directors  are  as  great  an  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  improvement  as  incompetent  teachers. 

District  Institutes These  meetings  are  held  in  a  few  townships.  In  dis- 
tricts where  an  experienced  teacher  or  director  was  found,  who  was  willing 
to  take  the  lead,  these  institutes  were  successful ;  but  where  the  teachers 
were  }roung  and  inexperienced  very  little  was  accomplished. 

Visitations. — Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  season  and  sickness,  I  was 
not  able  to  visit  all  the  schools.  Prof.  A.  J.  Davis  acted  as  Deputy,  and 
visited  the  schools  of  Toby  and  Madison  districts.  Prof.  Davis  is  an  ex- 
perienced teacher,  a  good  scholar,  and  his  labors  were  highly  appreciated 
by  the  teachers  and  directors  of  the  above-mentioned  districts. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  a  decided  success.  One 
hundred  teachers  were  enrolled  the  first  day,  and  the  number  increased  to 
one  hundred  and  thirty  during  the  week.  Prof.  H.  S.  Jones,  of  Erie  city, 
spent  the  week  in  giving  instruction  in  the  various  branches,  and  in  the 
science  of  teaching.  Miss  Ross  A.  M'Cleary,  of  Pittsburg,  instructed  in 
elocution  and  gave  readings.  She  is  an  excellent  reader  and  instructor, 
and  was  very  popular  among  the  teachers.  Professors  Steadmau,  Duncan, 
Porter,  Bowser,  Nail  and  other  teachers  of  the  county  took  an  active  part 
in  the  exercises.  Lectures  were  delivered  by  Professors  Jones,  Duncan, 
Steadman  and  Porter. 

Higher  Institutions. — The  Carrier  Seminary  at  Clarion,  Reid  Institute 
at  Reedsburg,  Collegiate  Institute  at  Rimersburg  and  the  academy  at  Cal- 
lensburg,  are  still  doing  much  for  the  cause  of  education.  A  majority  of 
our  teachers  have  obtained  their  education  at  these  institutions. 
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Improvement*. — Six  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  in 
Brady,  one  in  Gulich.  one  in  Karthaus,  two  in  Knox  and  one  in  the  bor- 
ough of  Curwensville  for  Pike  township;  all  of  which  are  first  class  houses 
and  each  has  a  sufficient  amount  of  ground,  except  the  one  for  Pike  town- 
ship, which  was  built  in  the  borough  of  Curweusville,  where  sufficient 
amount  of  ground  could  not  be  procured. 

Houses  Repaired. — The  house  in  Bradford  Independent  district  was  so 
repaired  as  to  make  it  a  first  class  house.  It  is  nicely  furnished  with  the 
patent  desks  and  a  good  black-board.  The  house  for  Pike  township  is  also 
furnished  with  the  patent  desks  and  supplied  with  good  apparatus  ;  the 
other  houses  were  furnished  with  the  improved  wooden  desks.  One  of  the 
houses  in  Goshen  township  has  been  repaired  so  as  to  make  a  good  house 
of  it.  The  schools  of  Knox  township  were  furnished  with  Camp's  out-line 
maps.  The  school  rooms  in  the  borough  of  Curwensville  were  prepared 
during  the  year,  also  furnished  with  libraries  and  suitable  oil  paintings, 
to  make  them  more  attractive  and  pleasant  for  the  pupils. 

Graded  Schools. — The  directors  of  Clearfield  borough  have  under  wa}r  a 
first  class  building  for  a  graded  school  which,  when  completed,  will  cost 
nearly  $30,000.  The  directors  of  Huston  township  are  also  putting  up  a 
fine  building  for  a  graded  school,  which  will  cost  near  $10,000.  The  di- 
rectors of  Houtzdale  are  putting  up  a  two  story  building  for  a  graded 
school.  The  directors  of  Lumber  City  have  also  a  building  in  contempla- 
tion for  a  graded  school. 

The  directors  of  Gulich  district  held  eleven  regular  meetings  of  the  board 
during  the  year,  the  board  of  Curwensville  borough  eleven,  Penn  six  ;  no 
others  reported.  The  district  reports  were  received  in  better  condition 
this  year  than  last.  Sufficient  fuel  was  furnished  for  all  the  houses  t©  keep 
them  comfortable ;  14  new  stoves  were  procured  and  10  new  black-boards ; 
103  school  houses  placed  in  proper  condition  for  opening  and  some  few 
looked  after  by  the  directors  after  closing  school. 

Work  done  by  the  Teachers. — Many  of  our  teachers  labored  faithfully 
during  their  school  terms  and  were  able  to  show  at  the  olose  a  marked  ad- 
van«ement.  Out  of  170  teachers  employed  for  the  winter  terms,  159  suc- 
ceeded in  teaching  throughout  their  terms;  11  failed. 

County  Institute. — One  hundred  and  thirteen  teachers  were  present  at 
our  County  Institute,  and  by  their  unanimous  effort  and  great  interest  they 
displayed  in  the  cause  of  education  made  it  a  grand  success,  far  beyond  my 
own  expectations.  All  present  seemed  anxious  for  self-improvement  ami 
to  devise  moans  for  the  improvement  of  our  schools. 
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District  Institutes. — The  teachers  in  the  school  districts  of  Bloom,  Boggs, 
Bradford,  Bradford  Independent,  Brady,  Curwensville,  Ferguson,  Gulich, 
Karthaus,  Knox,  Lumber  City,  Morris,  Penn,  Pike,  Pike  Independent, Union 
and  Covington,  held  district  institutes  during  the  year.  Their  meetings  were 
well  attended  and  their  exercises  interesting  and  useful.  They  have. 
awakened  an  educational  interest  in  all  these  districts. 

A  lyceum  was  organized  at  Bloomington,  in  Pike  township.  It  pro- 
gressed well.  The  Bible  was  read  in  123  schools  ;  drawing  was  taught  in 
60 ;  vocal  music  was  taught  in  33  ;  the  higher  branches  were  taught  in  six. 
A  great  number  of  teachers  held  public  examinations  at  the  close  of  their 
terms  ;  a  few  adopted  the  system  of  constant  review,  and  some  looked  ufter 
the  children  not  in  school ;  forty  took  educational  works. 

WORK    DONE    BY     SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — Twenty-seven  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which 
189  teachers  received  provisional  certificates,  one  was  rejected,  and  one  re- 
ceived a  professional  certificate.  No  private  examinations  were  held  scd 
no  certificates  renewed  for  one  term. 

Visits. — Two  hundred  and  eleven  visits  were  made  during  the  year, 
averaging  two  hours  each  ;  a  great  number  were  visited  the  second  time, 
and  in  each  case  a  marked  improvement  was  found.  Three  schools  were 
not  visited,  as  I  was  not  informed  of  their  opening,  and  so  they  closed  ear- 
lier than  expected. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  borough  of 
Clearfield,  commencing  on  December  16th  and  continuing  in  session  five, 
days;  113  teachers  were  present  and  labored  hard  ;  18  directors  attended, 
and  a  great  number  of  citizens ;  the  court  house,  where  it  was  held,  being 
well  filled  during  each  day  and  evening  session.  The  instructors  preseftt 
who  do  not  reside  in  the  county  were  Prof.  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Prof.  I.  S.  Geist,  of  Lancaster,  and  Prof.  E.  II.  Barlow,  of  La- 
fayette College,  Easton,  Pa.  Evening  Lectures  were  delivered  by  Don. 
Wm.  A.  Wallace,  Hon.  Wm.  Bigler,  Hon.  George  R.  Barrett,  Hon.  J.  B. 
M'Enally,  Rev.  H.  S.  Butler,  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Burchfield,  and  T.  H.  Murry, 
Esq.,  all  from  our  own  county.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the  people  of  Clear- 
field, for  the  interest  they  showed  in  our  institute,  for  assisting  on  so  many 
occasions,  and  for  making  it  agreeable  and  pleasant  for  our  teachers  while 
in  town. 

District  Institutes — Twelve  district  institute  meetings  were  attended 
during  the  winter,  at  each  of  which  I  found  our  teachers  working  well. 

Educational  Meetings — The  State  Teachers'  association,  which  met  at 
Philadelphia,  was  attended,  also  a  Superintendents'  convention  at  Harris- 
burg,  and  eleven  other  educational  meetings  not  in  the  county.     A  Normal 
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school  was  opened  at  Curwensville  on  May  5,  to  which  89  pupils  were 
admitted.  C.  TV.  Weaver,  Esq.,  and  J.  F.  M'Kenrick,  Esq.,  are  assisting 
ill  our  work.  The  people  of  Curwensville  have  given  us  good  houses,  and 
we  hope  by  their  aid  to  make  our  school  a  success. 

Miscellaneous. — Two  hundred  and  eighty-three  official  letters  were  writ- 
ten. 2,444  miles  traveled,  spent  officially  232  days. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1st.  As  the  school  directors  have  the  school  law  to  direct  them  in  their 
work,  so  they  should  adopt  a  code  of  regulations,  as  a  body,  to  direct  the 
teachers  in  their  employ,  and  in  like  manner  the  teacher  should  adopt  a 
programme  of  exercises  to  direct  his  pupils,  and  whatever  of  new  matters 
is  gleaned  from  educational  works  or  educational  meetings,  or  from  con- 
versation with  members  of  more  efficient  school  boards,  would  serve  to  im- 
prove the  system  year  after  year.  Many  a  worthy  teacher  has  failed  from 
listening  to  the  different  opinions  of  different  members  of  the  school  board 
and  not  knowing  what  they,  as  a  bod}-,  desired  him  to  do,  and  many  pupils 
fail  from  not  knowing  what  the  teacher  wiskes  them  to  do.  The  teacher 
that  desires  to  do  his  duty,  is  anxious  to  have  the  directors  tell  him  what 
to  do.  By  this  means  we  would  secure  a  uniform  system  that  would  be 
founded  upon  the  opinions  of  the  best  educational  men. 

2d.  Several  boards  of  directors  seem  anxious  to  divide  the  five  months 
term,  having  a  part  taught  in  the  summer  and  part  in  the  winter,  as  when 
in  one  term  wo  are  not  able  to  secure  good  attendance  during  the  first  and 
lastmionth.  This  would  certainly  prove  very  hurtful  to  the  schools,  for 
instead  of  having  one  teacher  for  five  months,  there  would  be  two,  and 
perhaps  a  poorer  one  in  the  summer  than  in  winter.  It  would  also  be 
difficult  to  employ  a  good  teacher  for  three  months  if  he  could  get  five 
elsewhere.  One  great  injury  to  our  schools  at  present  is  the  too  often 
changing  of  teachers,  and  another  is  pupils  having  too  much  time  out  of 
school  to  forget  what  they  have  learned  in  school.  This  would  only  be 
increasing  the  evil.  Had  we  not  rather  strive  to  get  good  teachers  and 
then  to  assist  them  to  secure  good  attendance. 

3d.  The  more  frequent  visiting  our  schools  by  directors  would  greatly 
encourage  both  teacher  and  pupils.  There  are  three  ways  by  which  di- 
rectors could  make  their  regular  monthly  visits  ;  by  employing  one  of  their 
members  as  a  district  superintendent  to  visit  all  the  schools  in  the  district, 
by  one  member  visiting  all  the  schools  in  the  district  the  first  month,  the 
second,  &c,  each  one  taking  with  him  as  many  of  the  others  as  he  could 
get,  or  by  allotting  to  each  director  a  certain  number  of  schools. 

4th.  Would  like  to  see  the  amount  of  apparatus  increased  each  year,  as 
teachers  with  good  apparatus  are  able  to  do  more  and  better  work,  and 
the  poorer  classes  of  pupils  do  not  neeu  so  great  a  number  of  books. 
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5th.  Directors  should  be  more  careful  not  to  grant  school  orders  until 
the  reports  are  made  out  properly  by  the  teacher. 

Gth.  It  would  greatly  add  to  the  health  and  pleasure  of  pupils  to  have 
the  school  room  scrubbed  each  month. 

7th.  Think  our  directors  should  choose  the  best  teachers  for  our  primary 
schools,  that  the  first  principles  of  an  education  may  be  given  correctly. 

8th.  Several  difficulties  have  arisen  from  teachers  not  having  been  ar- 
ticled with. 

8th.  Every  teacher  should  hold  an  examination  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
and  thus  show  to  the  directors  and  citizens  what  he  has  accomplished 
during  the  term. 

10th.  Many  teachers  need  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  proper  man- 
ner of  teaching  from  the  apparatus  found  in  our  schools. 

11th.  Teachers  should  always  keep  their  report-books  in  the  school  room, 
that  visitors  may  see  what  progress  pupils  are  making. 

12th.  From  the  great  advantage  institutes  have  proven,  think  we,  as  di- 
rectors, teachers  and  Superintendent,  should  make  it  part  of  our  school 
work  and  organize  one  in  each  district.  It  is  truly  but  a  part  of  the 
teacher's  mission  that  is  performed  in  the  school  room,  and  the  live  teacher 
will  ever  be  instrumental  in  awakening  an  interest  in  the  community  where 
he  teaches. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  editors  of  the  Clearfield  Republican, 
Bafts-man's  Journal,  and  Osceola  Reveille,  for  their  kindness  in  printing 
so  many  notices  of  our  work  during  the  year.  I  also  tender  my  thanks  to 
the  many  kind  friends  who  have  received  me  so  cordially  in  my  travels 
over  the  county. 
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The  common  school  system  in  the  county  comprises  at  present  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  schools — exclusive  of  the  city  of  Lock  Haven.  Of  this 
number  twenty-four  are  kept  open  during  the  spring  and  summer,  and 
eight}T-seven  during  the  fall  and  winter.  The  schools  now  graded  are — 
seven  in  Re,novo,  three  in  Beech  Creek  borough,  two  in  Farrandsville.two 
in  Logansville,  two  in  Hamburg,  and  two  in  the  borough  of  Mill  Hall.  In 
sparsely  settled  localities  it  is,  doubtless,  impracticable  to  organize  graded 
schools ;  3-et  there  are  still  several  small  villages  in  this  county,  where,  we 
believe,  the  graded  system  might  be  advantageously  introduced. 

Houses. — Two  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year  :  one  in  Woodward 
district  and  one  in  Green.     The  former,  located  at  Lookport,  is  a  fine  frame 
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building,  substantially  and  neatly  furnished  and  painted,  and  furnished 
with  first-class  iron-frame  furniture.  It  is  certainly  a  model  structure,  and 
reflects  great  credit  on  all  concerned  in  its  erection.  The  new  house  at 
Mill  Hall,  built  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1871,  was.  last  year,  supplied 
with  new  and  improved  furniture.  Jn  considering  the  fact  that  so  many 
of  our  school  houses  arc  supplied  with  furniture,  excessively  uncomforta- 
ble or  positively  injurious.  I  fed  like  congratulating  the  "  little  folk"  of 
these  villages  upon  the  comly  and  comfortable  furniture  provided  for  their 
benefit.  May  the  directors  throughout  the  county  profit  by  the  example 
here  set  them,  and  may  the  time  soon  come  when  injurious  furniture — this 
much  to  be  deprecated  cause  of  tardiness,  absenteeism,  and  truancy — shall 
be  found  nowhere  within  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Apparatus. — The  schools  of  Chapman  and  Bald  Eagle  were  each  fur- 
nished with  a  set  of  Mitchell's  new  out-line  maps  during  the  past  year. 
Manjr  of  our  schools  are  sadly  deficient  in  apparatus.  Directors,  we  think, 
are  wanting  in  liberality,  or  derelict  in  duty,  who  refuse  or  neglect  to  sup- 
ply  the  schools  under  their  supervision  with  the  following  articles,  viz :  A 
set  of  out-line  maps,  a  set  of  mathematical  blocks,  a  globe,  reading  and 
writing  charts,  a  set  of  school  mottoes,  a  dictionary,  and  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  of  black-board  surface.  AVhy  should  these 
articles  not  be  procured  when  their  cost  is  so  trilling? 

Graundn. — Excepting  the  school  grounds  at  Logansville,  Hamburg  and 
Kenovo,  (which  are  enclosed  with  appropriate  fences,)  there  is  not  a  school 
lot  in  the  county  that  is  improved  either  by  fencing  or  by  the  planting  of 
shade  trees.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  suitable  improvement  of  school 
grounds  will  receive  more  attention,  from  the  friends  of  our' public  schools, 
iu  the  future  that  it  has  in  the  past. 

Text-Books. — We  found  a  variety  of  text-bookb  on  the  same  subject,  in 
about  twenty  schools.  This  "  state  of  things  "  should  not  exist  for  a  single 
day.  as  the  thorough  classification  of  a  school  can  not  be  effected  without 
a  uniformity  of  text-books. 

District  Institutes  were  held  in  but  two  districts — Kenovo  and  Green. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  utility  of  these  important  auxiliaries  is  not 
better  understood  and  more  highly  appreciated  by  teachers  generally. 
Their  decline  is  owing  chiefly  to  the  apathy  evinced  by  teachers  in  regard 
to  them,  and  we  believe  their  revival  in  many  districts  could  be  effected 
without  difficulty,  if  the  energetic,  progressive  teachers  would  take  the 
matter  in  hand. 

The  County  Institute  convened  in  Lock  Haven  on  the  lGth  of  December, 
and  continued  in  session  four  and  a  half  days.  We  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  successful  educational 
meetings  ever  held   in  this  countv.     About  three-fourths  of  the   teachers 
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were  in  attendance,  some  of  them  rendering  valuable  assistance.  The 
regular  instructors  were  Professor  A.  N.  Raub,  Superintendent  Lock  Ha- 
ven schools,  Professor  Brooks,  of  the  State  Normal  school  at  Millersville, 
Mr.  A.  D.  Rowe,  former  Superintendent  of  this  county,  and  Rev.  A.  F. 
Reynolds.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Rev.  Thomas  K.  Beecher, 
of  Elmira  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  Reed,  on  "Italy  as  I  saw  it:"  and  C.  J. 
Arms,  Esq.,  on  "  Boys." 

For  this  most  excellent  course  of  lectures  we  are  indebted,  mainly,  to 
the  efforts  of  Professor  Raub,  of  Lock  Haven. 

My  intention  was  to  license  none  whose  qualifications  did  not  entitle 
them  to  a  certificate  averaging  2£ ;  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  teachers  I 
was  obliged  to  grant  certificates  to  some  whose  qualifications  fell  below 
this  standard. 

The  written  method  of  examining  was  generally  pursued. 

At  all  the  public  examinations  except  one,  some  directors  were  present. 
but  few  citizens.  A  better  attendance  of  citizens  at  these  examination* 
would  add  materially  to  their  interest. 

Teachers. — Of  the  one  hundred  and  eleven  teachers  employed,  sixty-five 
were  males  and  forty-six  females;  twenty-eight  had  no  experience;  eleven 
had  taught  less  than  one  year,  and  forty  one  more  than  five  years. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  tempted,  from  time  to  time,  by  higher  pay,  to 
accept  agencies,  clerkships  and  mercantile  employments  of  various  kinds. 
As  a  rule,  the  best  teachers  go,  while  those  that  might  be  spared  without 
serious  loss  to  the  educational  interests  of  the  country,  remain  to  conduct 
the  education  of  the  people.  To  secure,  permanently,  the  education  of  those 
that  excel  as  instructors,  salaries  should  be  raised,  and  graded  in  accord- 
ance with  the  literary  and  professional  qualifications  of  teachers. 

The  Bible,  was  read,  without  comment,  in  every  school  in  the  count}-. 

Vocal  music  and  drawing^  we  regret  to  state,  were  sadly  neglected. 
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New  Houses — New  houses  were  erected  in  the  following  districts:  Bor- 
ough of  Berwick  1,  Benton  township  2,  Greenwood  1,  MifTln  1,  Main  1. 
Mt.  Pleasant  1,  Madison  1,  Roaring  Creek  2,  Sugarloaf  1. 

Centralia  re-built,  refurnished  and  nicely  fenced  a  two-story  frame  house, 
that  had  partially  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  one  erected  at  Berwick  is  a  good  brick  structure,  two  stories  high, 
with  two  rooms  on  each  floor,  well  ventilated  and  shaded  by  shutters  inside. 
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and  warmed  by  patent  heaters  in  the  basement.  It  is  also  amply  supplied 
with  black-board  surface  and  patent  furniture.  Total  cost,  when  fence  and 
out-buildings  are  completed,  and  trees  planted,  will  be  about  $14,500. 

So  beautiful  a  building  reflects  much  credit  upon  the  directors  who  had  it 
in  charge,  and  indicates  an  ardent  desire  for  the  welfare  of  their  pupils. 

The  one  erected  in  Greenwood  is  one  of  the  best  frame  houses  in  the 
county,  supplied  with  patent  furniture,  high  ceiling,  good  ventilation  and 
large  black-board  surface.  The  one  in  Madison  is  a  convenient  brick,  and 
the  rest,  eight  in  number,  are  good  frame  houses. 

Schools. — The  number  of  schools  in  the  county  is  one  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  an  increase  of  two  since  last  report ;  of  these  thirty-five  are 
graded,  and  all,  except  three  or  four,  as  well  classified  as  circumstances 
permit.  The  attention  of  directors  is  earnestly  directed  to  the  subject  of 
graded  schools.  Such  schools  are  needed  particularly  at  Benton,  Jersey- 
town  and  Jonestown. 

Teachers — The  number  of  male  teachers  employed,  121 ;  females,  58. 

Average  age  of  male,  24  years  ;  female,  18  years. 

Highest  salaries  paid  to  male,  $90  ;  lowest,  $24.  Highest  salaries  paid 
to  female,  $45  ;  lowest,  $14. 

School  Property. — A  fair  estimate  of  this,  made  by  the  directors,  is  nearly 
$130,000. 

For  additional  statistics  and  report  of  official  work  done,  we  would  refer 
to  the  proper  statistical  table. 

County  Institute. — Teachers'  Institute  convened  at  Bloomsburgin  Decem- 
ber, and  continued  in  HBssion  five  days.  Members  present,  101.  Instructors 
and  lecturers,  Rev.  John  Hewitt,  Professors  W.  N.  Hull  and  Brown.  Essays 
were  read  by  Misses  Sarah  Husgrave  and  Ella  Gardner.  Messrs.  Beckley 
and  Phillips  awarded  a  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary  to  F.  Herring, 
who  mis-spelled  the  fewest  words  out  of  one  hundred.  The  teachers  pre- 
sented a  copy  of  the  same  to  County  Superintendent. 

Obstacles. — The  greatest  hindrances  to  our  schools  are  unfit  houses, 
poorly  furnished,  unpleasantly  located;  incompetent  teachers,  and  irregu- 
larity of  attendance. 

We  hope  the  directors  will  pay  particular  attention  to  the  poor  houses 
and  poor  furniture,  and  remove  these  injuries  as  soon  as  possible,  of  which 
we  are  sorry  to  have  so  much  complaint. 

The  Bible. — The  Bible  is  read  in  eighty-eight  schools. 

In  conclusion,  I  thank  the  directors,  teachers  and  citizens  generally  of 
Catawissa,  as  well  as  the  pupils  of  their  public  schools,  for  their  kindnes.; 
and  liberal  hospitality  while  teaching  there  the  last  five  years. 
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The  Field. — The  county  contains  984  square  miles,  divided  into  34  town- 
ships, 19  boroughs  and  8  independent  districts.  There  are  60  districts, 
numbering  in  all  466  schools.  The  too  cities,  Titusville  and  Meadville, 
bare  separate  supervision,  and  number  42  schools.  To  become  acquainted 
with  the  county,  its  extent,  roads,  schools,  school  officers  and  teachers 
seemed  to  be  the  first  work  of  a  new  officer.  Another  year,  more  can  be 
accomplished  from  having  this  knowledge  and  experience. 

School  Grounds. — About  four-fifths  of  the  school  grounds  in  the  county 
may  be  considered  of  sufficient  size,  conveniently  and  pleasantly  located, 
only  a  very  few  have  no  grounds  worth  mentioning.  These  will  be  pro- 
vided for  as  school  property  increases  and  new  houses  erected;  173  of  the 
grounds  may  be  said  to  be  sufficiently  improved^  being  set  apart,  fenced, 
graded  and  shaded.  This  kind  of  pains-taking  is  commendable  and  almost 
universal  in  the  boroughs  and  towns.  Some  townships  are  manifesting  a 
like  improvement.  Putnam  Independent,  in  Steuben  township,  merits 
special  praise. 

School  Houses. — Nearly  all  of  the  districts  are  provided  with  suitable 
houses.  Some  townships  are  yearly  displacing  such  as  are  unfit  with  new 
ones  at  the  rate  of  one  a  year.  Of  the  whole  number  270  are  first  class,  6 
are  unfit  for  use  ;  others  are  medium.  Seven  were  built  during  the  }rear. 
The  one  built  in  Mead  township  is  of  the  most  approved  plan  for  the 
country.  The  design  being  taken  from  those  in  Woodcock  township,  and 
changes  made  in  building  to  meet  particular  wants  and  circumstances.  One 
was  completed  in  Centreville,  during  November,  30  by  42,  for  two  grades, 
two  rooms  of  equal  size,  hall  iu  front  10  by  25,  seated  with  patent  seats  of 
Hunt,  Mead  &  Co.,  Buffalo,  New  York,  to  accommodate  116  pupils;  both 
rooms  heated  by  stove  furnace  in  basement,  ceiling  14  feet  high  ;  the  whole 
building  handsomely  finished  and  furnished. 

Furniture. — The  houses  are  generally  supplied  with  suitable  furniture  as 
far  as  desks,  seats  and  black-board  are  concerned ;  13  have  injurious  furni- 
ture. Much  pains  was  taken  by  directors  the  beginning  of  the  winter  term 
in  repairing  furniture  and  houses  ;  in  some  instances  increasing  the  extent 
of  their  black-boards  two  or  three  times  their  former  dimensions.  The 
new  houses  were  well  supplied  with  first  class  apparatus  and  furniture. 
Patent  furniture,  however,  is  not  yet  used  in  the  rural  districts. 

Apparatus. — -A  majority  of  the  schools  have  at  different  times  been  sup- 
plied with  apparatus.  But  few,  except  the  new,  were  supplied  during  the 
year.  An  increase  of  apparatus  would  be  profitable  in  many.  About  15 
have  no  apparatus  worth  mentioning. 
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Hchools. — -Credit  is  due  nearly  all  for  being  well  classified  and  organized. 
The  percentum  of  attendance,  flaring  the  year,  in  the  county  was  S3.  Yocal 
music,  printing,  copying  and  map  drawing  are  taught  in  a  numbej  of  the 
schools.  Books  uniform  in  nearly  all.  The  Bible  was  read  in  about  1ST, 
and  some  opened  with  prayer  and  singing. 

Only  four  schools  in  the  county  were  reported  during  the  year  as  failures. 

Private  Schools. — Private  schools  have  added  much  to  the  educational 
growth  the  past  year.  Twenty-eight  were  organized  and  sustained  by  an 
attendance  of  1,081  pupils.  These  schools  are  taught  ns  a  rule  by  experi- 
enced teachers,  in  many  eases  by  college,  normal  or  high  school  graduates; 

Visitations.— I  visited  249  schools  at  an  average  time  of  one  hour  to 
each  ;  was  accompanied  by  62  directors.  Their  local  knowledge,  interest 
and  care  for  their  particular  schools  added  materially  to  the  interest  and 
profit  of  my  visits.  Few,  perhaps,  except  those  who  study  the  spirit  and 
working  of  our  schools  and  labor  for  education,  can  fully  appreciate  the 
good  of  these  visits.  They  are  looked  forward  to  with  anxiety  and  plea- 
sure by  teachers  and  pupils  and  remembered  long  after  their  occurrence. 
Twenty-eight  patrons  were  met  in  the  schools.  Some  are  visited  regularly 
by  parents.  In  visiting,  I  try  to  inform  myself  on  the  following  principal 
points,  viz :  The  classification  ;  the  order  of  things ;  the  order ;  the  dis- 
cipline;  attendance.  Is  the  teacher  a  good  instructor?  Does  the  school 
advance?  Have  the  pupils  been  advanced  too  rapidly  from  one  book  to 
another  ?  How  is  the  school  disposed  ? — including  in  this  their  disposition 
to  study,  respect  for  the  teacher  and  his  regulations,  and  interest  in  the 
welfare,  standing  and  success  of  their  school.  Strive  to  make  each  visit 
add  to  the  benefit  of  the  school.  Have  spoken  words  of  encouragement  to 
over  8,000  pupils  during  the  year. 

My  practice  is  to  mark  teachers'  certificates  in  the  "practice  of  teaching71 
from  the  information  gained  at  my  visits,  taking  care,  howeArer,  that  the 
credit  for  practice  in  their  school  room  work  shall  be  found  in  harmony 
with  their  scholarly  character  and  standing  in  the  profession — their  general 
work  accomplished — their  work  as  known  and  felt  outside  the  school  room 
walls.  A  teacher's  influence  and  bearing  are  important  agents  in  shaping 
the  success  of  his  school. 

School  Boards. — The  propriety  of  electing  efficient  and  reliable  directors 
is  gaining  preper  importance.  The  secretary,  whose  duty  is  to  make  out 
the  statistical  report  of  his  district  for  the  year  he  served,  has  many  respon- 
sible duties.  A  thorough  man  of  school  interest  is  selected.  He  generally 
receives  a  moderate  compensation  and  is  frequently  continued  more  than 
one  year.  In  a  few  districts  he  niso  serves  a»  disLiIct  bupeiliklciiCicilt. 
Where  this  was  the  case,  the  schools  were  generally  more  prosperous. 
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Institutes. — No  local  or  district  institutes  were  held  except  in  Summer- 
hill  township.  The  regular  annual  institute  of  the  county  was  held  at  Sac  - 
gertown  the  last  week  of  October.  The  attendance,  though  not  large,  was 
regular  and  a  good  interest  manifested.  Public  sentiment  was  awakened 
in  the  right  direction.  The  appreciation  of  its  objects  and  results  by  the 
teachers  and  public  seemed  more  than  commensurate  for  the  labor  in  con- 
ducting it. 

Examinations. — My  examinations  are  written.  Where  time  does  not 
permit,  the  more  important  branches  only  are  written.  My  theory  is  to  be 
thorough  but  fair  ;  not  to  puzzle  but  to  test  faculty  and  power.  I  try  to 
test  the  applicant's  knowledge  of  principles.  Thoroughness,  accuracy,  ad- 
vancement, facility  and  method  of  expression  are  all  considered  in  grading 
the  certificate. 

Teachers. — Our  teachers  are  constantly  improving  and  consequently  de- 
serving and  demanding  better  wages.  Facilities  are  now  good  for  acquir 
ing  professional  training.  The  want  of  executive  ability  of  many  is  the 
probable  cause  of  a  number  of  the  schools  being  called  middling.  Culture, 
practice  and  devotion  to  the  work  that  so  many  are  manifesting,  are  the 
surest  signs  that  a  satisfactory  improvement  in  the  management  of  our 
schools  will  soon  be  gained.  Of  the  teachers  employed  about  three-fourths 
were  females,  1 1  were  Normal  school  graduates.  Seven  held  permanent  cer- 
tificates and  eleven  professional.  The  requirement  of  teachers  to  have  a 
fair  knowledge  of  theory  of  teaching  was  complied  with. 

Hoarding  Hound. — The  practice  of  teachers  boarding  round  is  still  cus- 
tomary in  this  county.  It  is  admitted  to  be  injurious.  To  practically 
abolish  it  is  the  great  problem  in  the  county.  I  hope  another  year  to  be 
able  to  report  a  decided  change.  A  step  could  be  taken  by  boarding  fe- 
male teachers,  at  least,  in  the  winter.  Teachers  are  now  boarded  in  the 
boroughs.  The  same  is  true  of  four  townships.  They  deserve  mention, 
viz  :  Bloomfield.  Greenwood,  Oil  Creek  and  Steuben.  Among  many  reasons 
the  practice  of  boarding  secures  better  talent,  gives  better  inducement  for 
thorough  preparation  fur  the  work,  better  daily  preparation,  preserves  the 
teacher's  health  and  encourages  him  to  continue  in  the  business. 

School  Term. — In  this  county,  the  schools  of  the  year  are  generally  di- 
vided into  summer  and  winter,  three  months  each.  The  summer  term 
usually  begins  the  first  of  Ma}'.  The  winter  term  continues  through  the 
winter  months.  The  summer  term,  in  a  good  many  sections,  has  proved 
objectionable.  It  extends  too  far  into  the  warm,  dull  weather — a  time 
when  man}'  people  are  apt  to  think  their  little  boys  and  girls  can  do  more 
good  at  home  than  at  school.  The  schools,  therefore,  run  down.  Some  have 
not  T>«i<l  at  nil,  OthfTsi.  pprhaT>B  have  about  as  well  ts  should  be  expected. 
If  this  division  of  term  continue,  many  schools  will  doubtless  open  the 
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summer  term  in  April.  Whatever  the  division  of  term  may  be,  the  school* 
should  not  be  open  during  the  periods,  the  farmers  call  "  berrying"  and 
"  haying."  South  Shenango  has  two  months  before  haying  and  two  months 
after.  The  practice  of  a  continuous  term,  as  customary  in  most  counties, 
commencing  about  the  25th  of  August  and  continuing  until  spring,  has 
not  been  well  tested  in  this  county.  It  has  done  best  in  some  of  the  boroughs 
where  tried.  I  think  its  general  adoption  would  lx>  profitable  to  the  suc- 
C688  of  our  schools. 

Conclusion* — -Tn  concluding  these  few  facts  in  regard  to  our  schools,  I 
would  recommend  to  the  directors — the  executors  of  the  schools,  more 
pains  with  school  property,  houses,  grounds,  &c,  more  apparatus,  more 
district  institutes,  change  of  school  term,  the  boarding  of  teachers,  the  con- 
tinuation of  successful  teachers  in  the  same  school,  more  pains  and  sys- 
tem in  the  selectiorfof  teachers  and  grading  their  salaries  and  more  local 
supervision.  It  is  evident  that  two  principal  causes  for  the  superiority  of 
some  schools  during  the  year  were  pains  in  selecting  teachers  and  the  local 
supervising  interest  brought  to  their  aid  after  beginning. 

I  can  but  feel  grateful  to  the  county  editors,  professional  men,  school 
officers  and  patrons  for  their  free  and  unanimous  aid  in  behalf  of  education 
during  the  entire  school  year.  Too  extended  a  report  would  be  required 
to  individualize.  Thanks  are  also  felt  towards  the  noble  and  trusty  corps 
of  faithful  teachers  who  have  labored  so  devotedly  and  presented  such 
worthy  traits  of  character  for  lessons  and  models  to  the  16,000  children 
under  their  care.  To  the  scholars  who  have  labored  and  acquiesced  in 
reaping  a  reward  from  the  great  expense  incurred  by  parents  that  they 
might  grow  up  to  be  wise  and  virtuous. 
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In  looking  over  the  educational  field  at  the  close  of  the  year,  we  see 
much  that  can  not  be  commended.  Still  we  have  reason  to  feel  encouraged. 
While «ome  of  the  schools  have  disappointed  just  expectations,  upon  the 
whole,  commendable  progress  has  been  made  and  our  schools  to-day  are 
doing  a  better  work  than  at  an}^  former  period.  Much,  however,  yet  re- 
mains to  be  done ;  many  obstacles  must  be  removed  before  they  are  pre- 
pared to  fill  their  mission. 

Probably  their  greatest  obstacle  to  their  progress  is  to  be  found  in  the 
limited  qualifications  of  the  teachers.     With  barely  the  minimum  amount 
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of  knowledge  required,  they  take  charge  of  schools  with  varied  success. 
.Some  failing,  others  dragging  through  the  term  leaving  their  schools  little 
better,  if  any,  for  their  services.  The  apathy  manifested  by  patrons,  ex- 
tending in  isoine  cases  even  to  directors,  is  not  a  slight  bar  to  improvment. 
The  school  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  directors  to  visit  the  schools  in  their 
respective  districts,  and  it  is  none  the  less  a  duty  imposed  upon  patrons  by 
a  ''higher  law.1'  In  no  other  way  can  they  better  discharge  the  obligation 
which,  as  citizens,  they  owe  the  Commonwealth,  than  in  carefully  guarding 
I  he  training  of  those  to  whom  the  control  of  its  affairs  will  shortly  be  en- 
trusted. 

The  frequent  change  to  teachers  is  another  obstacle  that  stands  in  the 
way  of  success.  Were  the  work  thoroughly  systematized  and  the  same 
plans  pursued  by  each  teacher,  the  evil  would  be  less.  As  it  is,  the  first 
month  of  the  term  is  spent  by  teacher  and  pupils  in  making  each  other's 
acquaintance,  and  organizing  for  the  work  of. the  session.  Of  two  hundred 
and  five  schools  visited,  142  were  being  taught  for  the  first  term  by  the 
teacher  in  charge,  42  for  the  second,  12  for  the  third,  4  for  the  fourth,  1  for 
t  he  fifth  and  2  for  the  seventh.  In  no  other  branch  of  business  would  such 
supervision  be  rewarded  with  success,  and  it  can  not  be  in  this.  The 
wonder  is  that  schools  succeed  as  well  as  they  do. 

We  refer  to  still  another — irregularity  of  attendance.  By  reference  to 
my  notes,  I  find  that  of  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  various 
schools  at  the  time  of  visitation,  only  seventy-two  per  cent,  were  in  attend- 
nce.  More*  than  one-fourth  absent.  A  law  compelling  the  attendance 
of  pupils  has  man}'  warm  advocates,  and  good  reasons  are  advanced  in  its 
favor,  but  to  our  people,  generally,  it  is  repugnant.  A  system  of  compul- 
sory attendance  outside  of  law  might  be  established.  Let  our  school 
houses  and  their  surroundings  receive  more  of  that  car©  we  are  wont  to  be- 
stow  on  our  dwellings.  We  make  them  as  attractive  as  our  means  will 
permit,  and  after  our  children  have  learned  to  love  them  for  their  beauty, 
we  send  them  to  school  and  expect  them  to  spend  half  their  waking  hours, 
perched  on  uncomfortable  seats,  surrounded  by  bare  walls,  and  fall  in  love 
with  the  situation;  and  this  too  at  a  period  in  life  when  the  love  of  the 
beautiful  should  be  cultivated.  No  wonder  they  grow  disgusted  and  ab- 
sent themselves. 

We  need  district  graded  schools,  to  which  all  those  who  have  reached  a 
certain  fixed  grade  shall  be  admitted.  They  will  be  fotind  beneficial  not 
only  in  affording  better  educational  facilities,  but  they  will  prove  an  in- 
centive to  increase  effort  on  the  part  of  every  pupil  in  the  oounty.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  we  should  have  the  district  superintendency  through  which 
our  schools  may  receive  closer  supervision  than  can  pxssibiy  be  given 
them  by  the  County  Superintendent. 
10  ScnooL  Rep. 
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Onr  County  Institute,  which  was  held  in  Mechanicsburg,  was  not  as  well 
attended  by  the  teachers  as  it,  should  have  been.  But  175  were  present. 
Some  of  the  absentees  were  unavoidably  absent,  but  the  larger  portion,  it 
is  to  be  regretted,  absented  themselves  without  cause,  other  than  a  lack  of 
interest  in  the  work.  Professors  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  W.  W.  Woodruff,  and 
S.  B.  Beiges,  were  our  regular  instructors.  In  addition  to  these,  we  had 
the  services  of  M.  Valentine,  D.  I).,  President  of  Pennsylvania  College,  G.  P. 
Beard,  principal  of  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  school,  and  II. 
ilouck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent.  Good  work  was  done,  and  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that  in  many  cases  the  seed  sown  fell  on  good  ground 
and  is  bearing  fruit. 

Of  the  224  schools  in  the  county,  all  except  those  of  Carlisle  were  visited 
once,  and  some  a  second  time.  It  had  been  my  intention  to  visit  them 
also,  but  being  -called  very  unexpectedly  to  a  situation  in  the  Cumberland 
Valley  State  Normal  school  for  the  session  just  closed,  I  was  unable  to 
carry  out  my  design.  I  have  reported  thirteen  school  grounds  suitably 
improved  ;  a  rigid  application  of  instructions  from  the  Department  would 
exclude  these  but  being  enclosed  and  planted  very  sparsely,!  have  thought 
best  to  report  them. 

Five  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  frame  and  four  brick.  Six- 
teen fall  in  the  class  "  unfit  for  use."  Of  this  number  at  least  seven  will  be 
superseded  by  new  houses  before  the  next  season  of  school  opens. 

"As  well  supplied  with  apparatus,"  T  have  reported  none.  Few  of  the 
schools  are  supplied  with  a  majority  of  the  articles  specified  in' special  in- 
structions, none  with  all  of  them.  Each  school  should  have  an  unabridged 
dictionary  for  reference,  yet  scarcely  one  in  the  county  can  boast  the  re- 
quisite. Some  of  our  school  boards  supplied  their  schools  with  a  map  of 
our  county.  A  more  judicious  expenditure  of  money  would  have  been  for 
a  dictionary  first,  and  a  map  afterwards.  Without  apparatus  "worth  men- 
tioning," I  found  five  schools.  In  eighteen  "injurious  furniture"  is  yet  to 
be  found.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  such  furniture  exists  anywhere. 
We  can  better  tolerate  almost  any  other  evil  than  this. 

Twenty-three  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which  240  applicants 
were  examined,  ten  of  whom  were  rejected.  I  did  not  mark  in  practice  of 
teaching,  deferring  that  until  after  my  visitation  of  schools.  Examinations 
were  generally  well  attended  by  directors  and  citizens,  who  manifested 
considerable  interest  in  the  exercises. 

Only  one  failure  in  teaching  is  reported,  but  for  all  practical  purposes, 
the  list  might  have  been  increased  to  five  or  six. 

Our  teachers  are  not  sufficiently  alive  to  the  benefits  of  aesthetic  culture 
Of  this  their  school  rooms  afford  abundant  proof.  Whilst  a  few  present 
evidences  of  cultivated  taste,  in  a  large  majority  these  are  almost  wholly 
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wanting.  I  found  about  one  hundred  of  the  rooms  with  the  floor*  swcj  ' , 
and  a  general  appearance  of  neatness.  The  majority  of  the  others  gave 
little  evidence  of  care,  while  in  a  few  instances,  total  neglect  was  written 
in  the  tilth  that  polluted  them. 

The  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School,  which  has  just  closed  its 
first  session,  enrolled  two  hundred  and  seventeen  students  in  the  Normal  de- 
partment. Thirty-six  of  the  number  were  among  our  last  year's  teachers. 
Many  more  of  them  should  have  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  here 
presented.  The  model  department  numbered  ninety-seven.  To  this  in- 
stitution we  look  for  trained  teacher*,  and  through  it,  for  the  removal  of 
man\'  of  the  obstacles  that  impede  our  educational  progress. 
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When  appointed  and  commissioned  in  July  last,  it  was  necessary  at 
once  to  examine,  approve  and  forward  to  the  Department  the  district  re- 
ports and  affidavits  for  the  preceding  year,  that  had  been  received.  Many 
of  them  required  correction,  not  being  properly  filled,  and  should  have 
been  returned.  Several  districts  did  not  forward  for  weeks  afterward. 
The  secretray  of  each  board,  immediately  after  the  organization,  should  for- 
ward together  the  report  and  affidavit,  made  out  correctly  in  every  particu 
lar.  Each  item  should  be  given,  and  the  figures  of  each  written  plainly 
and  distinctly.  The  president  and  secretary  of  the  retiring  board  should 
always  sign  the  report  and  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the  new  board 
should  be  given  in  the  proper  place.  It  would  be  very  satisfactory  to  al- 
ways receive  .the  names  of  the  full  board.  As  the  treasurer  receives  the 
warrant,  his  name  and  post  office  address  should  be  distinctly  written. 
The  president  and  secretary  of  the  new  board  certify  to  the  appointment 
of  the  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year.  A  copy  of  the  report  should  be  re- 
tained by  the  secretary,  so  that,  if  not  correct,  and  it  should  be  returned, 
there  would  be  no  trouble  nor  delay  in  making  the  corrections.  Attention 
to  these  suggestions,  which  have  been  reiterated,  would  save  each  secre- 
tary, the  County  Superintendent,  and  the  clerks  of  the  Department,  much 
trouble  and  vexation.  Have  been  compelled  during  the  present  month  to 
return  several  reports  made  out  on  the  old  form  instead  of  the  new_ 
The  School  Journal,  as  the  official  organ  of  the  Department,  contain.-, 
monthly  the  decisions  and  instructions  of  the  State  Superintendent.  Sec- 
retaries, directors  and  teachers,  by  reading  the  official  matter  regularly, 
would  know  what  is  expected  and  required.  As  each  school  board,  under 
the  law.  can   subscribe  for  a  copy   for   each  member,  payable  out   of  the. 
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funds  of  the  district,  several  have  taken  advantage  of  the  privilege.  It  is 
at  least  a  small  recompense  for  services  rendered.  Secretaries  should  also 
inform  themselves  of  the  necessary  amount  of  postage  on  documents  for- 
warded by  them,  and  fully  pre-pay,  charging  the  districts. 

On  the  29th  of  July  issued  a  circular  to  directors  and  teachers,  stating 
when  and  where  the  examinations  would  be  held,  and,  in  it,  directing  their 
attention  to  several  matters  of  importance.  During  the  examinations  re- 
jected thirty-four  applicants,  withheld  twenty  poor  certificates  and  issued 
two-hundred  and  fifty-one.  The  average  grade  of  certificates  issued  was 
two  and  a  half.  By  the  request  of  directors,  after  public  examinations, 
(  xamined  twenty-three  applicants  to  supply  vacancies.  The  greater  num- 
ber of  these  coidd  have  met  me  in  the  different  districts,  thereby  saving 
themselves  time  and  expense.  Main*  of  the  applicants  were  too  young, 
and  unprepared  to  teach.  In  conducting  the  examinations  combined  the 
written  method  with  the  oral.  The  attendance  of  directors  was  good.  In 
many  districts  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  citizens.  After  the  selec- 
tion of  teachers,  several  secretaries  failed  to  forward  their  names  as  re- 
quired by  the  Department,  although  blanks  were  forwarded.  The  County 
Superintendent  should  know  when  the  schools  open  and  close,  and  who  are 
appointed. 

Commenced  the  regular  visitation  of  schools  in  October  and  closed  the 
last  of  April.  Although  the  winter  was  excessively  severe,  no  time  was 
lost  on  that  account.  Failed  to  visit  Hill  island,  Shelley's  island  and  the 
two  schools  of  Rush.  The  order  in  which  the  districts  were  visited,  aver- 
age time  spent  in  each  school,  and  the  number  visited  each  month,  will  be 
found  in  the  monthly  reports  to  the  Department.  Several  districts  were 
visited  twice.  Endeavored  to  make  my  visits  acceptable.  Considering  that 
ray  first  duty  was  to  visit  the  schools,  could  not,  as  contemplated,  meet  the 
teachers  of  several  districts  in  different  parts  of  the  county  for  one  or 
more  days.  When  examining  teachers'  reports,  was  surprised  to  find  in 
many  districts  so  few  visits  by  directors  noted.  The  excuses  :  no  pay — 
teachers  doing  well  enough — duty  of  Count}'  Superintendent — are  not  suffi- 
cient. In  accepting  the  directorship  it  is  presumed  the  duties  of  the  office 
are  accepted  also.  Am  satisfied,  however,  that  a  specified  compensation 
for  duties  performed  by  directors  would  accomplish  great  good.  If  teach- 
ers are  doing  well,  directors  should  visit  them  to  encourage  them  and  their 
pupils;  if  not,  should  aid  them  by  frequent  visitations. 

District  institutes  were  held  in  nine  townships.  The  local  institutes 
held  by  the  teachers  of  Derry  were  interesting  and  profitable.  There  is 
not  a  teacher  who  can  not  be  benefitted  by  attending  these  meetings,  and 
each  should  urge  the  directors  to  allow  the  time  for  holding  them.  There 
is  something  wrong  when  teachers  are  not  willing  to  meet  together  in  this 
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way  for  mutual  improvement,  and  when  they  use  their  influence  against, 
instead  of  in  favor  of  them. 

The  City  and  County  Institute  was  held  in  Harrisburg  in  February.  Prof 
P.  A.  Allen,  of  Mansfield,  Tioga  county  and  Prof.  E.  Hubbard  Barlow,  of 
Lafayette  College,  Easton,  Pa.,  were  the  instructors.  Lectures  were  .deliv- 
ered in  the  evenings  b}-  J.  P.  Wickersham,  LL.  D.,  State  Superintendent 
and  Professors  Allen.  Barlow  and  Cause.  Addresses  by  H.  Houck,  Dep- 
uty State  Superintendent.  Major  A.  C.  Reinoehl,  Prof.  Beard,  of  Shippens- 
burg,  Prof.  Kain,  County  Superintendent  of  York,  Senator  Chalfant,  of 
Montour,  Rev.  F.  P.  Tompkins,  Dr.  Hamilton,  and  Col.  Geo.  F.  M'Farland, 
of  Harrisburg.  Essays  were  read  by  several  teachers,  and  every  opportu- 
nity >*.*,  given  them  to  participate  in  the  exercises.  The  music,  a  most 
interesting  feature  of  the  institute,  was  admirably  conducted  by  Prof.  Priem 
of  Harrisburg.  Messrs.  Blessing,  Bucher  and  Strock,  and  Misses  Gill  and 
Laverty  were  elected  a  committee  on  permanent  certificates.  The  following 
resolutions,  offered  by  Prof.  Burns,  City  Superintendent,  were  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  suddon  and  unlooked-for  death  of  John  W.  Geary, 
late  G overnor  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  cause  of  education  iias  lost  an 
able  advocate  and  defender,  and  the  teachers  an  earnest  friend. 

Resolved^  That  the  successful  and  satisfactory  discharge  of  his  many 
public  duties,  both  civil  and  military,  as  well  as  his  irreproachable  private 
life,  furnishes  to  the  youth  of  the  country  an  example  worthy  of  emulation, 
and  is  another  of  the  man}'  examples  of  the  successful  and  honorable  career 
which  the  institutions  of  our  country  permit  and  invite  all  men  to  achieve, 
and  which  seldom  fails  to  follow  a  noble  ambition  and. an  earnest  purpose. 

One  hundred  and  one  teachers  from  the  count}'  were  enrolled  and  sev- 
enty-seven from  the  city.  An  act  of  the  Legislature  was  passed  last  win- 
ter, requiring  the  directors  of  each  district  to  give  teachers  one  week  to 
attend  the  City  and  County  Institute,  and  to  allow  them  their  pay  for  the 
time.     There  can  be  no  excuse  in  the  future  for  non-attendance. 

Directors  are  continuing  the  good  work  of  re-building.  Two  good 
buildings  were  erected  in  Lower  Swatara,  two  in  South  Hanover,  two  in 
Londenderry  and  two  in  Washington,  two  in  East  Hanover,  one  in  Cone- 
vvago,  one  in  Upper  Paxton  and  one  in  Mifflin.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  i» 
many  instances,  although  the  buildings  are  new  and  good,  yet  proper  at- 
tention was  not  given  to  their  construction  according  to  the  latest  and  best 
plans.  Before  a  district  is  put  to  the  great  expense  of  re-building,  the 
plans  and  specifications,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  submitted  to  the  Stata 
Superintendent  for  his  examination  and  approval.  If  there  had  been  some 
supervision  of  the  kind  for  the  last  twenty  years,  how  different,  at  least  in 
the   interior  arrangement,  would   have  been  thousands  of  school   houses 
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throughout  the  State,  without  involving  an  additional  expense,  and  that 
too  without  taking  any  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  directors. 

My  thanks  arc  duo  friends  for  many  tokens  of  kindness. 
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House*. — Four  good  houses  have  been  built  this  year;  one  by  Haver- 
ford,  two  by  Upper  Providence  and  one  by  Middletown.  Two  of  them 
have  been  built  of  stone  and  two  of  brick.  One  of  the  houses  built  by 
Upper  Providence  and  that  by  Haverford  have  each  two  stories,  which 
contain  one  school  room  each.  These  buildings  are  first  class,  and  they 
occupy  beautiful  sites  which  afford  an  extensive  view  of  the  surrounding 
country.  The  other  houses  erected  by  Upper  Providence  and  that  by  Mid- 
dletown are  substantial  one  story  buildings,  each  of  which  contains  a  very 
convenient  and  comfortable  school  room. 

The  borough  of  Darby  has  built  a  one  story  brick  addition  to  her  school 
building,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  her  primary  school.  This  addi- 
tion has  a  pleasant  and  tolerably  convenient  school  room,  but  it  is  defec- 
tive in  ventilation. 

The  borough  needs  more  school  room.  She  has  children  sufficient  for 
four  schools  at  least,  and  only  three  school-rooms.  Her  school  accommo- 
dations are  not  only  insufficient,  but  they  do  not  accord  well  with  the  pros- 
perity of  the  place,  nor  with  the  progress  of  such  matters  in  most  parts  of 
the  county.  Her  management  of  school  affairs  seems  to  indicate  that 
she  regards  her  schools  as  but  temporarily  established  and,  consequently, 
that  there  is  mo  ne.-d  to  make  any  permanent  provision  for  their  present 
or  future  wants,  or  to  anticipate  any  future  increase  in  her  population.  It 
cannot  be  that  she  has  already  reached  and  passed  her  maturity,  and  that 
she  is  aboul  to  decline.  It  cannot  be  that  she  will  surfer  herself  to  retro- 
grade when  the  whole  country  round  about  is  "up  and  doing." 

She  has  recently  shown  considerable  vitality  and  energy  in  the  manage- 
ment of  some  of  her  other  affairs,  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  she  will 
soon  infuse  the  same  spirit  of  progression  into  the  conduct  of  those  of  her 
schools. 

Seven  houses  will  be  built  the  ensuing  year,  one  by  each  of  the  follow- 
ing named  districts,  viz:  Concord,  Marple,  Radnor,  Upper  Darby,  Darby 
township  and  North  Chester  township. 

Media  will  enlarge  her  school  building,  that  her  primary  school  shall 
have  a  more  healthful  and  convenient  room. 
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Want  of  Care  and  Cleanliness — The  school  buildings  in  some  of  our 
districts  do  not  always  receive  proper  care  from  both  teachers  and  direc- 
tors. Teachers  oftentimes  do  not  exercise  sufficient  vigilance  in  guarding 
them  against  abuse  from  children  whilst  in  their  charge,  and  directors  too 
often  neglect  to  attend  to  needed  repairs  in  time  so  that  even  new  build- 
ings become  dilapidated  and  unsightly  in  a  very  few  years.  A  few  school 
rooms,  it  is  said,  have  not  had  a  general  and  thorough  cleaning  for  two 
and  three  years.  The  appearance  of  some  of  them  plainly  indicates  great 
neglect  in  this  particular.  A  school  room  should  be  a  model  of  neatness 
and  order,  for  it  performs  an  important  part  in  the  education  of  its  young 
occupants,  as  it  silentl}"  leads  them  into  habits  of  cleanliness  or  uncleanli- 
ness,  order  or  disorder  as  either  condition  prevails  in  itself. 

Grounds. — Our  school  grounds  have  undergone  but  little  change.  Their 
condition  remains  about  the  same  as  described  in  my  last  report.  The 
site  of  one  of  the  new  houses  of  Upper  Providence  and  that  of  the  new 
house  of  Haverford  are  new,  and  contain  about  an  acre  each.  Media  has 
enlarged  her  school  ground  by  the  purchase  of  a  few  adjoining  lots.  Trees 
have  been  planted  in  the  grounds  of  a  few  schools.  It  is  hoped  that  as 
soon  as  the  more  important  of  our  school  affairs  shall  have  received  proper 
attention,  our  school  grounds  will  receive  their  share.  They  need  a  great 
deal  more  care,  and  the}r  should  be  so  improved  that  they  would  not  only 
attract  and  delight  our  children,  but  would  also  excite  in  them  a  love  for 
the  beautiful. 

Furniture. — Plight  school  rooms  have  been  furnished  with  good  and 
suitable  furniture,  one  of  which  is  in  Haverford,  one  in  Middletown,  two 
in  Upper  Providence,  two  in  Springfield,  one  in  Upland  and  one  in  Darby 
borough.  The  furnishment  of  these  rooms  is  not  quite  complete,  for  each 
of  them  still  needs  one  or  more  articles  of  furniture,  such  as  a  book  case,  a 
half  dozen  chairs  and  recitation  seats.  A  few  more  of  our  school  rooms 
have  been  provided  with  chairs  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors.  Every 
school  room  should  be  so  provided. 

Apparatus. — The  schools  of  Bethel,  Ridley  and  Todmorden,  three  of 
South  Chester  and  one  in  Upland,  have  each  been  supplied  with  a  copy  of 
"•Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary."  Those  of  Upper  Provirjence  and 
Todmorden,  three  of  South  Chester  and  one  of  Concord,  have  each  been 
supplied  with  a  set  of  out-line  maps.  The  school  of  Todmorden  piocured 
its  dictionary  and  maps  with  the  proceeds  of  an  exhibition  given  by  it. 
The  schools  of  Aston,  Birmingham,  Concord,  and  part  of  those  of  Middle- 
town  and  Upper  Providence  have  no  dictionaries  of  any  kind.  A  diction- 
ary is  indispensably  necessary  to  both  teacher  and  pupil,  and  it  should  be 
in  every  school  room.  It  may  not  be  necessary  that  every  school  room 
should   have  an  unabridged  dictionary.     The  high  and  grammar  schools 
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should   have  this  kind  but  the  lower  grade  of  schools  need  not  have  so 
extensive  a  work. 

I  have  seen  an  out-line  map  of  our  county  in  the  possession  of  hut  one 
of  our  schools.  It  is  very  desirable  that  our  children  should  acquire  a 
good  knowledge  of  the  geography  of  their  own  county  and  State,  and  that 
they  should  have  the  necessary  aid  in  obtainning  it.  I  wduld  urge  our  di- 
rectors to  provide  their  schools  with  a  large  map  of  each,  and  require 
their  teachers  to  make  special  use  of  them. 

The  management  of  our  schools  fails  to  accomplish  the  full  design  of  the 
law  establishing  them.  Although  it  becomes  more  effective  each  suc- 
ceeding year,  yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  is  still  very  defective  and  in- 
complete. It  is  not  such  as  will  produce  the  best  results,  nor  does  it  em- 
brace the  whole  common  school  field.  The  average  age  of  the  children 
that  attend  our  common  schools  now  is  certainly  much  less  than  the  aver- 
age age  of  those  that  attended  them  years  ago.  Very  few  children  more 
than  fifteen  years  old  attend  them  now,  and  the  number  of  these  is  gradu- 
ally decreasing.  This  would  seem  to  indicate  a  decline  in  the  efficiency  of 
our  schools,  but  paradoxical  as  it  may  seem,  it  is  (lie  strongest  proof  of 
theii  increasing  effectiveness.  It  is  the  natural  result  of  the  way  in 
which  they  have  been  managed,  whilst  they  have  all  .been  greatly 
improved  in  many  respects;  the  most  of  them,  however,  still  remain 
unchanged  in  one  important  particular  at  least.  They  have  not  been 
graded.  Notwithstanding  this  defect,  they  accomplish  more,  and  do  it 
more  effectually  and  in  less  time,  than  ever  before,  but  they  contract 
their  Geld  of  labor  by  this  very  excellence,  or  the  children  that  attend 
them  gain  that  point  in  their  studies  sooner  than  they  could  do  formerly, 
when  they  can  no  longer  pursue  them  only  at  great  disadvantage  to 
themselves  and  to  their  fellow  pupils  who  are  less  advanced  ;  consequently 
they  are  compelled,  if  they  would  progress  more  intelligently  and  satisfac- 
torily in  their  studies,  to  leave  the  common  schools  at  a  younger  age  than 
would  have  been  necessary  a  few  years  ago,  to  seek  elsewhere  for  that  in- 
struction which  our  common  schools  should  afford,  and  which  they  would 
:i'  the  i  drit  and  intent  of  the  law  could  be  fully  and  properly  enforced. 
The  time  has  come  when  school  directors  should  take  a  more  comprehen- 
.iew  of  the  great  work  with  which  they  have  been  intrusted,  and  should 
endeavor  to  execute  it  in  such  a  way  as  will  effect  the  greatest  good. 
They  should  not  only  establish  a  sufficient  number  of  schools  in  their  re- 
tive  districts  for  the  education  of  all  the  children  that  may  apply  to 
them  for  admission  and  instruction,  but  they  should  strive  to  make  them 
of  such  a  character — of  sue])  merit — that  they  would  attract  to  them  not 
only  the  younger  class  of  school  children,  but  the  older  and  more  advanced 
as  well. 
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The  children  of  the  latter  class  especially  demand  the  earnest  attention 
of  both  directors  and  parents,  for  their  common  school  facilities,  as  shown 
above,  are  wholly  inadequate  to  their  educational  needs.  An  immediate 
effort  should  be  made  to  improve  the  condition  of  our  schools  and  to  ren- 
der them  fully  competent  to  satisfy  the  scholastic  wants  of  all  our  children. 
It  may  be  difficult  to  decide  how  this  should  be  done.  The  most  feasible 
as  well  as  the  most  economical  way,  i^seems  to  me,  is  that  which  was  de- 
cided by  our  directors  in  convention  two  years  ago.     It  is  this : 

1st.  That  our  district  schools  should  be  graded  whenever  practicable. 

2d.  That  one  or  more  high  schools  should  be  established  in  the  county, 
irrespective  of  district  lines,  to  supplement  the  schools  of  the  districts. 

It  must  be  plainly  evident  to  every  intelligent  mind  that  wherever  schools 
can  be  graded  at  all,  they  should  be ;  the  law  strictly  enjoins  this  upon  us. 

But  it  may  not  be  so  evident  that  county  high  schools  shoidd  be  established, 
yet  I  am  sxire  that  every  fair  and  candid  person,  after  considering  the  mat- 
ter carefully,  will  admit  that  there  is  great  need  of  such  schools. 

I  will  give  briefly  but  one  reason  for  the  establishment  of  them.  It  is 
this  : 

The  educational  wants  of  our  people  demand  them. 

The  chief  of  these  wants  at  the  present  time  are  high  schools  and  good 
teachers. 

I  have  already  shown  that  no  adequate  district  provision  has  been  made 
for  the  education  of  all  our  children.  No  district  can  well  do  this  ;  no  one 
district  can  well  maintain  a  superior  high  school — the  children  qualified 
to  attend  such  a  school  woidd  be  too  few,  and  the  expense  of  it  would  be 
too  great,  but  what  cannot  be  done  very  well  by  one  district  might  be  done 
without  difficulty  by  four  or  five  districts  acting  conjointly. 

It  is  believed,  however,  by  our  most  earnest  and  thoughtful  schoolmen, 
that  the  desired  object  can  be  best  attained  in  the  establishment  of  high 
schools  by  the  county  wherever  needed  within  her  limits.  A  law  has  been 
obtained  by  our  directors,  empowering  them  to  establish  such  schools 
whenever  and  wherever  they  may  deem  it  advisable.  It  is  hoped  that  they 
will  make  no  unnecessary  delay  in  executing  this  law. 

Let  our  district  schools  be  supplemented  by  county  high  schools,  then 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  teachers  for  our  district  schools  will  soon  van- 
ish. If  we  shall  depend  on  a  supply  of  teachers  frqca  abroad,  it  is  plainly 
evident  that  the  present  compensation  of  the  teacher  will  soon  have  to  be 
largely  increased  to  obtain  even  an  indifferent  teacher.  Economy  then,  as 
well  as  the  welfare  of  our  schools,  demands  the  establishment  of  high 
schools.  This  matter  requires  the  earnest  attention  of  our  people,  and  I 
hope  they  will  give  it  due  consideration. 
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District  Supervision, — The  schools  of  most  of  our  districts  are  regularly 
visited  by  their  respective  school  boards  at  the  rate  of  one  a  month,  and  in 
t'.i:'  interim  between  two  consecutive  visits  of  the  hoards,  each  school  is 
usually  visited  occasionally  by  its  nearest  resident  director.  Such  visita- 
tions cannot  accomplish  the  good  desired.  There  is  need  of  a  far  more 
close,  uniform,  critical,  and  systematic  supervision  than  this.  Directors 
may  discharge  this  duty  as  well  as  they  can.  I  would  not  burden  them 
with  more  labor,  but  1  would  relieve  them  of  some  of  it,  by  having  them 
appoint  some  capable  person  in  their  respective  districts  to  supervise  their 
schools  properly  for  them,  and  to  report  their  condition  to  them  at  their 
stated  meetings.  The  services  of  a  good,  practical  teacher  should  always 
be  secured,  if  possible.  If  three,  or  four  boards  of  directors  would  join  in 
this  mattei'.  they  might  obtain  such  a  person  without  much  difficulty,  and 
at  a  small  expense  to  each  board.  The  good  resulting  from  such  an  ar- 
rangement would  most  certainly  far  exceed  the  cost  of  it.  The  district  su- 
perintendency  is  still  retained  in  Radnor,  Upper  Darby  and  Rethel,  and  it 
is  still  effecting  a  good  work  in  each  of  these  districts.  The  same  officers 
too  are  deservedly  continued  from  year  to  year.  Mr.  Benj.  Brooke,  the 
superintendent  of  Radnor,  especially  deserves  the  thanks  of  his  district,  for 
his  untiring  and  devoted  attention  to  her  school  interest.  Many  other  di- 
rectors, not  superintendents,  too  have  faithfully  and  earnestly  worked  in 
behalf  of  their  schools  and  of  popular  education  generally;  foremost 
amongst  whom  1  may  place  Charles  (J.  Ogden,  of  Springfield;  Jesse  Yar- 
nall,  of  Edgmont ;  John  13.  Rhodes,  of  Aston,  and  C.  W.  Hence,  of  Upper 
Chichester. 

Art  mini  Institute. — The  annual  institute  was  convened  at  Media,  Octo- 
ber 21st,  and  continued  in  session  the  usual  time.  It  was  successful.  All 
of  our  teachers  were  present,  except  four — two  of  these  were  sick,  but  the 
other  two,  I  presume,  were  satisfied  with  themselves  as  teachers.  Many  of 
them  .have  since  carried  into  effect  some  of  the  suggestions  thrown  out 
by  the  instructors  of  the  institute,  and  they  have  done,  in  consequence, 
much  better  teaching. 

These  re-unions  have  become  an  important  and  valuable  feature  in  our 
school  economy.  They  are,  in  fact,  the  vitalizing  power  that  infuses  new 
life  and  vigor  into  our  school  system,  and  causes  it  to  bring  forth  fruit 
more  abundantly. 
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Educational  Progress. — Educational  progress  will  compare  favorably 
with  that  of  preceding  years.  The  schools  have  generally  been  prosper- 
ous, and  some  improvement  has  been  made  in  nearly  every  district. 

Houses. — One  house  in  Jay  district,  spoken  of  in  my  last  report  as  being 
in  course  of  erection,  has  been  completed.  It  is  neatly  and  substantially 
built,  and  is  supplied  with  improved  furniture. 

The  school  board  of  Jones  township  has  enlarged  the  house  at  Wilcox, 
by  the  addition  of  another  story. 

The  directors  of  other  districts  are  making  arrangements  for  the  erec- 
tion of  new  school  buildings. 

Furniture. — The  new  houses  are  mostly  supplied  with  suitable  furniture. 

Apparatus. — The  new  school  houses  are  all  supplied  with  sufficient  black- 
board surface,  and  some  of  them  with  globes,  charts  and  out-line  maps. 

Graded  ScJwols. — Xo  schools  have  been  graded  during  the  year,  but 
those  already  established  made  good  progress. 

Teachers. — One  of  the  most  satisfactory  evidences  of  improvement  is 
the  demand  for  better  teachers — teachers  of  higher  culture  and  more  thor- 
ough professional  training. 

County  Institute. — Our  County  Institute  was  held  at  Ridgway,  during 
the  week  commencing  February  17.  It  was  well  attended  by  teachers  and 
friends  of  education,  and  for  practical  instruction  and  the  interest  mani- 
fested by  teachers  and  all  who  attended  it,  was  the  most  successful  meeting 
of  the  kind  ever  held  in  the  count}-.  The  principal  instructor  was  Pro- 
fessor P.  A.  Allen,  of  Mansfield,  Pennsylvania.  Lectures  were  delivered 
by  Professors  Allen,  and  C.  J.  Arms,  Esq. 

The  Press. — The  editors  of  the  county  papers  have  not  only  expressed 
a  willingness,  but  a  desire  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  aid  the  cause  of  popu- 
lar education.  If,  in  the  past,  the  press  has  not  been  a  very  efficient 
educational  agency,  it  is  because  teachers  and  friends  of  education  have 
failed  to  make  it  so ;  for  we  know  that  contributions  to  its  columns  would 
have  been  gladly  received. 

OBSTACLES    IN    THE    WAY    OF    IMPROVEMENT. 

1st.  A  lack  of  well  qualified  teachers. 

2d.    The  frequent  change  of  teachers. 

3d.    Irregular  attendance  of  pupils. 

The  first  of  the  above  mentioned  obstacles  is  the  most  serious  with  which 
we  have  to  contend.  We  had  great  difficulty  in  securing  teachers  to  fill 
our  schools,  and  the  consequence  was  that  some  who  were  not  competent, 
obtained  situations.     As  the  success  of  the  school  depends  almost  entirely 
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upon  the  efficiency  of  the  teacher,  it  is  sill  important  that  well  qualified 
teachers  should  be  employed. 

MEANS    OF    IMPROVEMENT. 

1st.  A  larger  number  of  well  qualified  teachers. 
2d.    The  establishment  of  a  school  for  the  education  of  teacherst 
In  conclusion,  I  tender  my  thanks  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown  me  by 
the  School  Department,  directors,  teachers  and  friends  of  education. 
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The  progress  of  the  schools  of  the  county  and  their  standing  at  th« 
close  of  the  school  year  ending  June,  1873,  require  no  extended  written 
report. 

The  accompanying  statistical  report  is  full  and  accurate,  and  I  here  pre- 
sent a  summary  of  some  of  its  items. 

There  were  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  school  buildings  in  the  county 
that  were  occupied  the  past  year.  One  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  am 
located  upon  grounds  of  sufficient  size  ;  but  only  thirty-three  have  grounds 
well  improved. 

There  are  thirty-five  houses  in  the  county  entirely  unfit  for  use.  These 
houses  are  scattered  around  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  and  will  most 
likely  soon  be  displaced  by  new  ones,  more  in  keeping  with  their  surround- 
ings. 

I  have  based  these  estimates,  in  regard  to  houses  and  grounds,  upon  the 
recent  instructions  of  the  School  Department;  and,  although  they  do  not 
present  a  very  flattering  account  of  the  condition  of  school  property  in  the 
county,  yet  it  is  believed  that  the  county  will,  in  this  respect,  compare  fa- 
vorably with  others  of  the  State. 

Apparatus. — Most  of  the  schools  of  the  county  are  greatly  in  need  of 
apparatus,  only  ten  (10)  being  well  supplied,  while  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six (226)  are  almost  destitute. 

Providing  these  school  room  appendages  so  sparingly  seems  to  be  short- 
sighted economy.  As  well  might  our  farmers  expect  to  keep  up  with  the 
agricultural  advancement  of  the  age  with  the  scythe  and  sickle,  as  to  ex- 
pert teachers  to  keep  well  organized  schools  and  properly  advance  pupils 
without  the  aid  of  apparatus. 

Graded  Schools. — . The  number  in  the  county  has  increased  since  my  last 
annual  report.  We  have,  however,  only  thirty-eight  (38)  schools  in  which 
pupils  are  only  promoted  from  one  department  to  another  after  under- 
going an  examination  of  equal  test  on  all  the  branches  taught  in  the  de- 
partment of  which  they  are  pupils. 
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County  Institute. — These  annual  meetings  are  from  year  to  year  appa- 
rently increasing  in  the  good  work  which  they  are  doing.  The  teachers 
of  the  county  at  these  meetings  receive  instructions  from  the  most  skillful 
instructors.  Our  h'est  directors  attend  and  discuss  questions  of  local  in- 
terest with  zeal  and  much  earnestness. 

The  vexed  question  of  paying  teachers  for  their  time  while  attending  the 
County  Institute,  is  now  settled  by  law  in  this  county.  Should  the  County 
Institute  be  held  while  the  schools  are  in  session,  it  is  obligatory  upon  di- 
rectors to  allow  teachers  their  time.  District  institutes  are  mostly  aban- 
doned, and  it  seems  but  just  to  allow  teachers  five  days  to  attend  tlte 
County  Institute,  when,  under  the  provisions  for  district  institutes,  from 
twelve  to  eighteen  days  were  taken  out  of  the  school  terms  for  those  meet- 
ings. 

Hindrances  to  Progress. — The  same  hindrances  to  the  advancement  of 
our  schools  mentioned  in  my  former  reports  still  exist  in  too  many  dis- 
tricts. 

When  all  of  our  districts  abandon  "  boarding  round ;"  when  our  schools 
are  closed  through  July  and  August,  and  when,  in  session,  are  placed  under 
closer  supervision,  then  may  we  expect  to  reap  more  benefit  from  them. 
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Schools. — Two  hundred  and  thirty-four  in  the  county,  including  seven 
large  union  buildings,  in  which  thirty-three  rooms  are  occupied.  Our  graded 
schools  will  compare  favorably  with  those  in  the  adjoining  counties.  These 
schools  are  well  graded,  well  classified,  and  well  taught.  The  principals 
are  efficient,  and  the  assistant  teachers  (all  females  but  one)  are  well  quali- 
fied and  faithful.  Of  the  teachers  in  our  county,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  are  males,  and  sixty-six  arc  females.  From  the  large  per  cent,  of  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  females  employed  as  teachers,  Ave  may  infer  that 
the  groundless  prejudice  against  the  sex  as  professional  tutors  is  wearing 
away.  For  the  honor  of  our  sex,  I  rejoice  that  this  is  the  case.  Who. 
without  the  deepest  sensibility,  can  think  of  the  patience,  and  tenderness 
and  tact  and  perseverance  of  the  mother  in  educating  her  children  ? 

School  Houses. — Twenty-three  have  been  built  during  the  last  year — 
nearly  all  substitutes  for  old  ones. 

Visitation. — I  visited  two  hundred  and  fifteen  once — one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  twice,  and  a  few  thrice.  Fourteen  were  not  in  operation  at 
the  time  I  was  visiting.  Average  length  of  time  spent  in  each  school, 
about  one  hour  and  three-quarters. 
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County  Institute. — Wo  held  a  four  day's  institute  at  Uniontown, 
('•(unity  seat)  during  the  holidays.  Eighty-five  teach-ars  wore  present. 
Most  nobly  did  this  small  number  respond  to  an  aprJeal  1  made  to  them,  to 
aid  in  making  our  institute  profitable.  For  two  days  we  had  no  foreign 
assistance,  and  during  that  period  we  made  the  important  discovery  thai 
the  profession,  in  our  county,  has  intelligence  and  energy  sufficient  to  make 
these  associations  very  interesting.  During  the  last  two  days  we  had  the 
assistance  of  Professor  C.  L.  Ehrenfield,  principal  of  the  South-west  Nor- 
mal school.      His  services  were;  opportune,  appropriate  and  truly  valuable. 

Absenteeism. — Sixty-six  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  did  not  attend  our  in- 
stitute. In  a  large  majority  of  cases,  the  most  frivolous  excuses  were 
given  for  absence — i;  directors  would  not  allow  for  the  time" — t;  bad  roads" — 
11  inclement  weather" — "indisposition,"  &c,  &c.  With  many,  at  least,  a 
want  of  love  for,  and  devotion  to  the  profession  of  teaching  is  the  one 
great  impediment. 

Examinations — Thirty  public  and  five  private  examinations  were  held. 
1  granted  two  hundred  and  forty  provisional,  and  twelve  professional  cer- 
tificates. Fifty-one  directors  and  a  number  of  citizens  attended  thfcse  ex- 
aminations 

TJie  true  Policy. — Tyrone  is  in  advance  of  any  other  township  in  the 
county — best  houses — all,  first  class  teachers — highest  wages — $50  00  per 
month,  and  consequently  the  best  schools.  Each  month  is  concluded  by 
holding  an  institute,  which  is  generally  attended  by  the  whole  board  of  di- 
rectors, who  come  prepared  to  pay  the  teachers  their  month's  wages. 
This  arrangement  is  worthy  of  universal  imitation. 

Closing  ScTwols. — About  one-fourth  of  our  schools  close,  cither  with  a 
public  examination  or  an  exhibition.  More  substantial  benefit  is  derived 
from  the  former,  ami  more  sport  from  the  latter. 

Out-buildings. — The  general  rule  (with  a  few  exceptions)  is.  either  no 
privies  or  very  unsuitable  ones.  Upon  this  subject  I  can  still  adopt  the 
language  of  my  annual  report  for  1856. 

"  While  realizing  our  responsibility  as  parents,  can  we  permit  our  children 
to  expose  their  persons,  in  attending  to  the.  Ofllls  of  nature  ?  This  question 
challenges  our  serious  consideration,  however  unimportant  it  may  appear. 
Indeed  small  matters  often  produce  ulterior  consequences  of  the  greatest 
moment.  Children  should  be  early  and  carefully  taught  the  importance 
of  attending  to  all  those  proprieties  and  decencies  of  life,  which  form  an 
essential  part  of  christian  refinement.'' 

Mountains. — This  region  contains  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  schools  in  the 
county,  (56.)  Here  we  find  many  zealous  and  devoted  friends  of  educa- 
tion, notwithstanding  their  average  per  centum  of  school  tax  is  about 
eleven  mills  to  the  dollar,  while  in  other  rural   dittricte  about  four  mills. 
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This  shows  the  absolute  necessity  of  some  modification  of  the  school  law 
in  favor  of  those  who  are  so  heavily  taxed.  It  should  at  least  be  optional 
with  them,  whether  to  keep  their  schools  open  four  or  five  months,  especi- 
ally as  last  winter  proved  that  the  fifth  month  will  be  almost  a  total  loss  to 
the  citizens. 

Labor  Performed. — This  is  shown  by  my  monthly  reports  to  the  De- 
partment. 

Finally. — I  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  the  Department  for  instruc- 
tion— to  the  school  directors  for  their  co-operation,  and  to  the  citizens  for 
their  hospitality. 
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Gradual  improvement  in  our  schools,  from  year  to  year,  shows  that  the 
work  of  education  is  going  on  in  the  right  spirit.  Although  we  have  not 
been  advancing  as  rapidly,  perhaps,  as  might  have  been  desired,  yet  we 
can  safely  say  that  we  are  still  in  the  march  of  progress.  Our  schools 
are  improving  in  many  respects,  and  with  but-  few  exceptions,  have  done 
well. 

House*. — A  new  school  house  was  built  this  year  in  Barnett  district,  in 
place  of  the  one  destroyed  by  fire.  This  building  is  2G  by  30  feet,  with  a 
(toiling  10  feet  high.  The  site  has  been  selected  with  judgment  and  taste. 
A  neat  and  comfortable  house  appears  in  Greene  district,  in  a  new  settle- 
ment, and  answers  all  present  purposes. 

Several  old  houses  have  been  repaired  in  different  sections  of  the  count}', 
and  during  the  past  year  some  play-grounds  have  been  enclosed  and  planted 
with  shade  trees,  and  more  improvements  of  this  kind  have  been  made  than 
in  any  previous  year.  We  hope  this  work  may  continue.  Schools  should 
he  made  attractive  to  children,  and  where  the  play -grounds  are  properly 
enclosed  and  ornamented  with  shade  trees,  they  will  soon  have  the  desired 
effect.  To  ornament  and  beautify  the  grounds  should  be  considered  one  of 
the  first  requisites  belonging  to  a  school  house. 

Apparatus. — Kingsley.  Hickory  and  Greene  districts  have  purchased 
globes  for  all  their  schools.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  it  is 
hoped  Harmony  and  Tionesta  will  soon  follow.  Our  schools  should  all  lie 
supplied  with  necessary  apparatus,  and  if  properly  taken  care  of,  money 
cannot  be  laid  out  to  better  advantage  for  the  benefit  of  our  schools.  Di- 
rectors are  beginning  to  realize  this  fact,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  the 
introduction  of  useful  apparatus  in  our  schools  will  so«m  be  sanctioned  by 
al!  our  districts. 
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Teacher?. — During  the  year  nine  male  and  forty-four  female  teachers 
were  employed,  including  eight  who  never  taught.  Our  teachers  are  still 
laboring  to  improve  themselves,  and  have  generally  done  well,  although  a 
few  failures  occurred  in  Hickory  district.  To  undertake  the  management 
of  a  school  requires  not  alone  scholastic  attainments,  but  also  some  know- 
ledge of  the  theory  of  teaching,  which  every  young  teacher  should  study 
before  he  attempts  to  teach.  Some  were  too  young  t©  undertake  the 
government  of  a  school,  and  this  has  been  in  part  the  cause  of  failures. 
Persons  under  eighteen  years  of  age  should  not  be  permitted  to  teach  in 
our  public  schools,  especially  if  they  have  not  studied  some  works  on 
teaching  and  received  some  Noimal  training. 

Examinations. — The  examinations  were  again  held  in  the  fall  and  spring. 
In  all  fifteen  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which  ten  male  and  thirty- 
six  female  teachers  were  examined.  No  private  examinations  were  granted 
this  year. 

The  examinations  were  conducted  as  usual — the  aim  being  to  ascertain 
the  efficiency  of  the  applicant  as  a  teacher,  or  in  other  words  to  discover 
to  what  extent  he  understands  the  branches  required  by  law  to  be  taught 
in  our  common  schools,  and  his  method  of  teaching.  The  efficiency  of  a 
teacher  can,  in  fact,  be  better  ascertained  by  a  visit  to  his  school. 

Visitation. — Xearl}r  all  the  schools  were  visited  twice,  except  those  in 
Harmony  district.  Not  being  able  to  cross  the  Allegheny  river  during  my 
winter  tour,  on  account  of  high  water  and  floating  ice,  the  schools  in  Har- 
mony were  visited  only  in  the  summer.  I  spent  much  of  my  time  in  visit- 
ing schools  and  observing  the  exercises  of  the  school  room,  and  I  find  that 
many  of  our  teachers  are  improving  in  the  work  of  teaching. 

County  Institute. — The  sixth  annual  session  of  the  County  Institute  was 
held  at  Tionesta  in  January.  Prof.  C.  H.  Dale  was  the  principal  instructor. 
Rev.  O.  B.  Clark  also  rendered  valuable  assistance.  This  institute  was  not 
as  well  attended  by  teachers  as  the  one  last  year,  owing  in  part  to  local 
causes.  Several  cases  of  small-pox  prevailing  in  the  county  at  the  time, 
no  doubt  prevented  some  teachers  from  attending.  Before  the  close  of  the 
institute,  the  new  bridge  across  the  Allegheny  river  at  Tionesta  was  swept 
away  by  the  floating  ice,  and  thus  rendered  crossing  impossible.  The 
teachers  present,  however,  took  an  active  part  in  the  exercises,  and  we  had 
an  interesting  and  profitable  session. 

Directors. — We  all  know  the  office  of  a  school  director  is  one  of  the 
most  important  functions  belonging  to  our  school  system,  and  the  educa- 
tional wants  of  the  public  demand  that  the  duties  of  this  office  be  faith- 
fully discharged.  But  we  cannot  expect  an  officer  to  spend  his  money, 
time  and  labor  merely  for  the  cause  of  education  without  some  pecuniary 
remuneration  for  his  services.     It  is  true,  we  have  some  faithful  directors, 
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who  always  do  their  duty  willingly, and  deserve  much  credit  for  what  they 
have  done  for  our  schools;  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  in  a  few  districts 
the  directors  failed  for  several  years  to  send  in  their  annual  reports,  there- 
by leaving  the  tax-payer  ignorant  of  the  financial  affairs  of  those  districts, 
as  well  as  a  forfeiture  by  them  of  the  State  appropriation.  We  think 
this  subject  should  receive  due  consideration,  as  it  is  of  vital  importance 
in  carrying  on  successfully  the  grand  machinery  of  our  common  school 
svsiem. 
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Y\re  are  advancing  in  the  cause  of  education.    The  sentiments  of  the  pec- 
ple  generally  on  the  subject  of  popular  education  have  been  much  improved, 
within  late  years,  and  the  popular  feeling  in  favor  of  better  houses  is  de 
cidedly  on  the  increase. 

Nine  good  substantial  brick  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  All  arc 
well  located  on  grounds  of  sufficient  size;  both  in  structure  and  arrange- 
ment there  is  a  marked  improvement. 

The  new  building  in  Waynesboro'  is  a  magnificent  one  ;  it  is  in  every 
respect  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  age. 

The  Antrim  board,  with  a  view  to  grading  the  schools,  erected  a  very 
neat  two  story  building  near  State  Line.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right  di- 
rection, for  which  they  deserve  commendation. 

In  many  of  our  districts  an  increased  interest  is  being  manifested  in  the 
election  of  directors.  Intelligence  and  a  healthy  educational  sentiment 
are  looked  upon  as  requisite  qualifications.  This  is  reform  with  effect,  for 
as  the  law  stands,  nearly  all  is  in  the  hands  of  directors. 

I  am  happy  to  state  we  have  a  large  number  of  teachers  who  adorn 
their  profession  and  are  truly  public  benefactors.  Their  rooms  are  kept 
clean  and  neat,  and  in  many  instances  decorated  with  evergreens  and  pic- 
tures, so  as  to  be  more  inviting  to  children.  In  imparting  instruction  they 
aim  at  thoroughness.  They  teach  morals  not  only  by  precept,  but  also 
by  example. 

Our  younger  teachers  are  realizing  the  importance  of  qualifying  them- 
selves for  the  great  work  pf  teaching.  Some  forty  are  now  in  attendance 
at  the  State  Normal  school  at  Shippensburg,  whilst  as  many  more  are  at- 
ling  select  schools  in  the  county  and  elsewhere.  If  directors  will  foster 
this  praise-worthj7  effort  upon  the  part  of  those  who  are  striving  to  secure 
the  necessary  qualifications,  by  giving  them  suitable  encouragement,  we 
11    School  Rep. 
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hope  soon  to  be  rid  of  a  certain  class  who  still  find  employ  in  our  midst, 
and  give  evidence  that  they  have  mistaken  their  calling  by  killing  time 
and  robbing  the  children  of  that  sacred  birth-right  which  is  to  qualify  them 
for  usefulness  in  their  day  and  generation. 

There  has  been  but  little  change  in  furniture  or  apparatus  during  the 
past  year.  A  number  of  schools  were  furnished  with  primary  charts 
Quite  a  number  of  our  schools  are  not  furnished  with  sufficient  blaek-board 
surface.  Directors  should  give  immediate  attention  to  this  matter.  In  a 
few  districts  there  is  not  that  uniformity  of  text-hooks  that  should  be;  and 
i;  is  hoped  that  directors  will  remedy  this  evil — as  successful  teaching  is 
impossible  in  a  large  school  where  there  is  no  uniformity. 

Many  of  our  schools  are  opened  and  closed  with  prayer,  and  in  nearly 
all  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  daily  read. 

Our  institute  convened  at  Chambersburg  on  the  2d  of  December.  Its 
sessions  were  attended  by  190  teachers  and  a  host  of  citizens.  Instructions 
were  given  by  Professors  Brooks,  Taylor  and  Shoemaker,  of  Chambers- 
burg  academy.  The  last  named  gentleman  gave,  on  each  da}r,  a  very  in- 
teresting and  instructive  lecture  on  English  grammar. 

Our  schools  need  better  district  supervision.  In  large  districts  clirec- 
t  ors  complain  they  have  not  the  time  to  visit  the  schools  and  see  after  the 
doings  of  the  teachers,  and  note  the  condition  of  houses  and  grounds 
without  pay  and  sometimes  with  no  thanks.  Let  them  elect  a  competent 
person  to  the  office  of  secretary,  at  a  suitable  salary,  and  make  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  visit  every  school  at  least  three  times  during  the  session, 
make  note  of  progress  and  teachers'  doings  and  deportment,  and  also  of 
the  houses  and  furniture,  and  report  the  same  to  the  board  at  the  monthly 
meetings.  If  this  course  were  adopted,  even  at  a  considerable  cost,  it 
would  be  a  saving  of  money. 

If  the  teacher's  work  were  more  thoroughly  canvassed  by  those  who  em- 
ploy them  and  have  control  of  their  salaries,  incompetency  and  careless- 
ness would  pass  away  under  such  supervision. 

In  some  districts  directors  make  too.  little  account  of  grades.  They  pay 
the  inexperienced  teacher  almost  as  much  as  the  competent  and  well-tried 
teacher.  This  is  a  great  mistake  as  it  is  far  safer  to  employ  one  who  pos- 
sesses the  requisite  qualifications  and  experience  in  the  art  of  teaching,  at 
$45  per  month,  than  to  engage  one  of  poorer  qualifications  and  who  is 
untried,  for  $20  per  month. 

Tor  the  kindness  and  generous  hospitality  which  I  received  at  the  hands 
of  directors,  teachers  and  patrons  of  our  schools,  and  for  their  friendly 
aid  and  advice  in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  improvement  of  the  schools, 
I  tender  my  hearty  thanks. 
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Houses. — During  the  past  year  two  new  houses  were  erected  to  re-place 
others,  one  of  which  had  burned  down,  the  other  was  not  properly  located, 
and  was  almost  unfit  for  use. 

One  of  these  is  situated  in  Ayr,  and  is  a  log  frame  building  of  ample 
size,  well  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  community.  The  other,  in  Taylor, 
i-^  a  frame  building,  very  comfortable  and  pleasantly  located,  but  too  small 
for  the  growing  wants  of  that  part  of  the  district. 

Many  of  our  houses  are  hardly  fit  for  use,  and  in  some  of  our  districts 
the  tax  assessment  is  so  heavy  that  the  people  can  not  keep  the  schools 
open  and  build  good  houses,  unless  they  assess  more  than  a  legal  tax. 

Apparatus By  reference  to  my  statistical  report   it  will  be  seen  that 

we  are  sadly  deficient  in  apparatus.  Many  of  our  schools  are  without 
even  a  good  black-board.  I  have  mentioned  these  wants  to  the  directors 
iu  the  different  districts,  and  I  believe,  not  without  some  good  effect. 

Grounds. — None  of  the  grounds  attached  to  our  school  houses  are  en- 
closed. Too  little  attention  has  been  given  to  this  matter.  Many  of  our 
houses  are  built  in  the  woods,  or  at  the  side  of  a  road,  and  when  pupils 
wish  to  play,  they  must  resort  to  a  neighboring  field,  and  in  doing  this 
they  trespass  on  private  rights,  and  trouble  to  the  teacher  is  generally  the 
result. 

Some  of  oiir  school  grounds  are  naturally  beautiful,  which  in  some  mea- 
sure supplies  the  want  of  artificial  adornment. 

Schools. — I  have  no  means  of  comparing  the  progress  of  the  schools 
during. the  past  winter  with  that  of  previous  years,  but  as  I  visited  nearly 
all  the  schools  twice,  I  fouiM  that  the  progress  was  commendable.  Thers 
were,  however,  a  few  exceptional  cases  in  which  the  teachers  failed  to 
render  satisfaction. 

The  greatest  hindrance  to  progress  in  our  schools,  is  the  irregular  attend- 
ance of  pupils;  and  as  many  of  our  districts  are  sparsely  settled  and  have 
but  few  public  roads,  this  difficulty  can  not  be  readily  overcome. 

Union  district  needs  another  school  badly.  A  statement  received  from 
the  secretary  of  the  school  board  of  that  district  informs  me  that  there  are 
twenty-seven  males  and  thirty-seven  females  of  school  age,  who  are  not  en- 
r<  >lled  as  pupils.  When  we  consider  that  this  district  has  but  three  schools,^ 
with  an  average  of  not  more  than  twenty  pupils  to  each  school,  the  num- 
ber not  in  school  seems  very  large. 

Todd  district  is  also  greatly  in  need  of  another  school. 

Teachers. — Most  of  our  teachers  are  young  and  have  had  little  ex- 
perience; but  as  a  rule,  they  manifest  the  proper  spirit,  and    love   their 
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work.  I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  particularly  the  name  of  Mrs.  L.  N. 
Sterritt";  she  has  been  teaching  the  primary  school  in  M'Comiellsburg  for 
:i  number  of  years,  and  while  others  have  done  well,  she  has  been  emi- 
nently successful.  She  is  an  illustration  <>i*  the  truth  that  the  teacher  is 
horn,  not  made. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  summer,  there  were  three  Normal  schools 
open  in  different  part  -  of  the  county,  and  quite  a  number  of  our  teachers 
attended  them  and  were  benefitted  thereby. 

The  great  hindrance  in  the  way  of  securing  good  teachers  in  our  county. 
is  ill"  want  of  sufficient  salary.  As  soon  as  a  teacher  is  able  to  take  charge 
of  a  good  school,  he  goes  where  he  receives  better  compensation  for  his 
services;  and  the  result  is.  we  must  "break  in11  new  teacher-  every  year. 
or  employ  those  who  taught  -some  forty  years  ago." 

County  Institute. — Our  institute  opened  on  December  30th,  and  con- 
tinued in  session  five  days. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  condition  of  the  roads,  and  the  preva- 
lence of  the  epizootic,  it  was  well  attended  ;  seventy-two  per  cent,  of  our 
teachers  were  present  during  the  entire  session. 

Mrs.  II.  11.  Shoemaker,  of  Philadelphia,  Professor  Geo.  P.  Beard,  prin- 
cipal of  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  school,  Professor  A.  N.  Raub, 
of  Lock  Haven,  and  R.  M.  M'Neal,  Superintendent  of  schools  in  Hunting- 
don county,  were  present,  and  all  worked  nobly. 

Quite  a  number  of  our  own  teachers  took  an  active  part  in  the  work,  and 
by  so  doing  added  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion. 

After  the  institute  I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county,  except  four, 
and  found  that  great  pracical  good  had  resulted  therefrom. 

At  the  late  session  of  our  State  Legislature  a  law  was  enacted  allowing 
our  teachers  compensation,  while  attending  institute;  this  will  secure  a 
better  attendance  than  we  have  had  heretofore. 

Educational  Work  Done. — During  the  past  year  I  taught  a  Normal  school 
winch  continued  in  session  eight  weeks;  held  eleven  public  examinations  ; 
examined  sixteen  teachers  privately;  rejected  two  applicants — granting 
in  all  eighty-seven  provisional  certificates;  traveled  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  miles  ;  wrote  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  offi- 
cial letters  ;  attended  two  county  institutes  besides  our  own,  and  three 
educational  meetings. 

The  great  wants  of  our  county  seem  to   be,  better  school  houses   and 
r  pay  to  our  teachers  ;  and  these  are  difficulties,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
can  only  be  obviated  by  time  or  by  some  other  method  of  taxation. 

While  the  condition  of  our  schools  is  not  what  could   be  desired,  I  feel 
convinced   that  they  are  making  as  much  progress  as  could  be  expei 
lnder  existing  circumstances.     I  find,  in  some  instances,  a  lack  of  interest 
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and  even  some  opposition  to  the  system,  but  this  is  not  general.  In  visit- 
ing different  parts  of  the  county,  I  find  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
people  to  talk  on  school  matters  and  a  general  interest  is  manifested  ; 
but  when  we  consider  that  in  a  number  of  our  districts  it  is  necessary  to 
assess  a  tax  of  from  ten  to  twelve  mills  on  the  dollar  to  keep  the  school!* 
open  the  minimum  number  of  month?,  paying  our  teachers  from  twenty  to 
thirty  dollars  per  month,  it  is  not  strange  if  we  are  behind  some  of  (mi- 
sister  counties. 

In  conclusion,  I  heartily  thank  the  people  of  our  county,  school  officer?, 
teachers  and  citizens  for  their  many  kindnesses,  their  free-hearted  hospi- 
tality, and  the  help  afforded  me  during  the  past  year,  and  feel  that  I  have 
reason  to  expect  the  same  kindness  and  a  more  hearty  co-operation  in  the 
coming  year. 
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New  House*. — There  has  been  a  greater  number  of  good  and  commi  - 
dious  school  houses  erected  during  the  year  than  in  any  previou's  om  . 
Eighteen  houses  were  put  under  contract,  of  which  sixteen  have  been  eon  - 
pleted  and  the  other  two  are  near  completion.  They  are  located  in  tie 
following  districts,  viz  :  Four  in  Aleppo,  two  in  Franklin,  two  in  Perry, 
two  in  Richhill,  two  in  Springhill,  two  in  Whitley,  one  in  Gilmore.  one  in 
Jackson,  one  in  Monongahela  and  one  in  Washington.  Of  these,  fifteen 
are  frame  and  three  brick.  The  average  cost  $850.  Three  were  supplied 
with  approved  patent  furniture,  which  we  trust  will  be  exclusively  used  in 
the  future.  Too  much  attention  can  not  be  given  in  the  selection  of  ii  - 
viting  and  cheerful  sites,  and  in  the  erection  of  houses  great  regard  should 
be  paid  to  health  and  convenience. 

Graded  Schools. — Xo  schools  have  been  graded  during  the  year,  al- 
though the  propriety  of  consolidating  some  and  grading  others  should  n  - 
ceive  prompt  attention.  The  efficiency  of  those  already  established  might 
he  increased  in  the  manner,  viz :  by  adopting  a  regular  course  of  studies 
to  be  completed  in  each  department ;  by  a  more  direct  and  frequent  in- 
spection by  the  principal,  and  by  greater  care  and  attention  in  selecting 
teachers  with  skill  and  ability. 

Teachers. — It  requires  one  hundred  and  eighty  teachers  to  supply  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  county.  One  hundred  and  seventy-four  of  these  schools  were 
in  operation.  There  were  employed  one  hundred  and  fourteen  males  and 
sixty  females.     Of  this  number  forty-four  were  without  experience.  Thirty- 
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three  had  taught  less  than  one  year  and  thirty-five  more  than  five  years. 
It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  we  are  annually  Losing  the  service  of  many 
worthy  and  meritorious  teachers.  Some  are  leaving  the  profession  and 
others  are  seeking  positions  elsewhere.  It  is  a  practical  question,  and  one 
of  great  utility  to  lie  determined,  how  we  can  retain  the  experienced  and 
successful  teachers  and  induce  others  to  qualify  themselves  well  for  the 
work.     There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  competent  teachers. 

Examinations. — The  usual  number  of  public  examinations  were  held 
during  the  year,  at  which  a  greater  number  of  applicants  presented  them- 
selves for  examination  than  ever  before.  A  respectable  number  of  direc- 
tors and  citizens  was  present,  and  in  some  districts  they  manifested  con- 
siderable interest.  We  still  combine  the  two  methods,  viz  :  the  oral  and 
the  written. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  directors  made  a  laudable  effort  to  employ  thos« 
teachers  holding  the  grade  of  certificate. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  Avere  visited  during  the  term,  except  four, 
which  had  been  suspended  on  account  of  sickness.  Some  were  visited  two 
or  three  times. 

In  some  instances,  I  am  glad  to  report,  the  directors  accompanied  me  in 
my  visitations.  The  schools  are  not  generally  visited  monthly  by  the  di- 
rectors. We  believe  that  this  duty  will  not  be  faithfully  discharged  as 
long  as  the}r  are  required  to  serve  gratuitously.  Would  it  lessen  their 
high  sense  of  duty  or  personal  responsibility  to  remunerate  them  for  their 
services  ? 

District  Superintendence/. — It  is  a  well  established  fact  in  school  econ- 
onry,  that  close,  thorough  and  intelligent  supervision  is  a  valuable  auxiliary 
in  elevating  the  standard  of  popular  education.  As  the  law  now  stands, 
it  wisely  makes  provision  for  the  board  of  directors  to  appoint  district 
superintendents  to  inspect  and  superintend  the  schools.  Mr.  A.  O.  Bar- 
nett,  an  experienced  teacher,  served  Richhill  in  this  capacity,  and  it  is 
grai  i lying  to  say  that  his  labors  were  highly  beneficial  to  the  schools.  W« 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  directors  the  propriety  of  appointing  thesttt 
district  officers,  hoping  that  it  will  meet  with  their  approval  and  general 
adoption. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  convened  in  the  College  chapel, 
Waynesburg,  Monday,  December  27,  1872,  and  continued  in  session  fiv« 
days.  Two  sessions  were  held  during  each  day,  which  were  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  instruction,  and  the  evening  sessions  to  popular  lectures 
and  to  the  discussion  of  educational  questions.  The  attendance  was 
good.  There  were  one  hundred  and  forty  teachers  enrolled.  Some  of 
our  teachers,  by  staying  away  from  this  annual  gathering,  lose  its  social 
and  professional  advantages.     Valuable   instruction  was  given  in  school 
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governmeht  and  the  different  common  school  branches,  by  Professor 
A.  Burtt,  of  Pittsburg,  and  Mrs.  Diehl,  of  New  York.  G-ood  service  v.»s 
rendered  by  A.  B.  Miller,  D.  I).,  Prof.  Joseph  Smith,  Prof.  II.  D.  Patton, 
Prof.  B.  13.  Lakin,  and  other  teachers  and  friends  of  education.  The 
evening  lectures  were  delivered  in  the  presence  of  largo  and  attentive 
audiences. 

District  Institutes. — Morris  was  the  onlj'  district  which  held  district  in- 
stitutes during  the  term.  The  utility  of  these  meetings  depends  entirely 
upon  the  teachers  having  them  in  charge.  When  under  the  judicious  man- 
agement of  a  progressive  corps  of  teachers,  they  become  a  source  of  pro- 
fessional improvement  to  them,  and  an  efficient  instrumentality  in  educating 
public  sentiment. 

Local  Institutes. — We  made  arrangements  to  hold  fourteen  of  these 
meetings,  which  included  every  district  in  the  county.  In  general  they 
were  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors,  and  friends  of  education.  Some 
were  eminently  successful.  Among  the  number  of  prominent  educators 
who  rendered  much  valuable  service,  may  be  named  Prof.  Sotomon,  Presi- 
dent of  Monongahela  College,  Prof.  A.  B.  Miller,  President  of  Waynesburg 
College,  and  Prof.  Joseph  Smith.  The  evenings  were  devoted  to  lectures 
and  the  discussion  of  live  educational  subjects.  We  are  satisfied  that 
there  is  no  other  educational  agent  that  wields  a  greater  influence  in 
elevating  and  strengthening  our  public  school  system  than  these  local 
institutes. 

Other  Agents. — Waynesburg  College,  Monongahela  College,  Greene  Acad- 
emy and  other  select  schools  are  doing  their  usual  amount  of  work  in  tfeo 
preparation  of  teachers. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  tender  our  thanks  to  the  School  Department, 
for  its  counsel  and  indulgence ;  and  to  the  teachers,  directors  and  friends 
of  education  for  their  kindness  and  hospitality. 
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The  lies  house  built  during  the  year — and  the  best  country  school  hou»e 
in  the  county — is  the  one  erected  in  Walker.  It  is  a  brick  structure,  thirty- 
two  feet  long,  twenty-four  feet  wide,  and  fourteen  feet  from  floor  to  ceiling ; 
has  a  large  vestibule  and  clothes  rooms ;  is  provided  with  transoms  in  the 
ceiling  and  over  the  door,  to  ventilate  the  room,  and  has  one  hundred  and 
twenty  square  feet  of  black-board  surface. 

Walker  has  yet  two  worn-out  houses  that  should  give  place  to  such 
buildings  as  the   one  described  above,  and  knowing  the  spirit  and  enter- 
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prise  of  the  people  in  the  district,  we  feel  safe  in  predicting  that  they  will, 
in  the  future,  erect  none  but  first-class  houses. 

At  least  five  of  the  houses  built  during  the  year  should  have  been  sup- 
plied with  patent  furniture.  It  could  have  been  done  at  a  cost  very  little 
exceeding  what  was  paid  by  some  districts  for  a  home-made  article. 

We  need  better  furniture  than  is  found  in  a  majority  of  the  schools  in 
our  county,  and  I  trust  that  directors  building  in  the  future  will  supply 
their  houses  with  good  furniture,  suitably  adapted  to  the  size  of  pupils. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  houses  in  the  county,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  are  without  a  suitable  privy.  The  mere  statement  of  this  fact 
should  be  sufficient  to  insure  the  speedy  correction  of  so  great  an  evil. 
Directors  and  parents  should  properly  estimate  the  responsibility  con- 
nected with  this  sad  neglect  of  duty.  Something  should  be  done  at  once 
to  remove  this  degenerating  and  demoralizing  influence  to  which  so  many 
of  the  children. in  our  schools  are  exposed  by  this  failure  to  supply  suit- 
able out-buildings. 

Another  crying  demand  is  apparatus.  One  hundred  and  twenty-live 
schools  are  without  apparatus  worth  mentioning.  The  argument  that 
teachers  do  not  know  how  to  use  it,  is.  unfortunately,  applicable  in  some 
cases,  but  it  is  not  sufficient  to  exclude  it  from  so  many  of  our  schools. 
Teachers  cannot  teach  successfully  without  apparatus,  and  directors  should 
supply  their  schools  with  the  necessary  apparatus,  and  require  teachers  to 
take  proper  care  of  it.  If  a  teacher,  through  ignorance  or  negligence, 
makes  no  use  of  the  apparatus  placed  in  his  hands,  he  should  at  least  be 
required  to  take  care  of  it  for  a  successor  more  worthy  of  the  position, 
and,  on  his  failure  to  do  so,  should  be  fined  for  such  neglect  of  duty.  A 
teacher  who  allows  his  pupils  to  play  foot-ball  with  "  Perce's  Magnetic 
Globe,"  should  be  discharged  without  delay. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Huntingdon  during  the  hist  week  of 
December.  It  was  attended  by  a  larger  number  of  teachers  than  any  pre- 
vious one  held  in  the  county — a  fact  chiefly  attributed  to  the  recent  act  of 
Legislature  compelling  directors  to  grant  teachers  time  and  wages  while 
attending  the  annual  institute.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  I 'rot's. 
J.  W.  Shoemaker,  of  Philadelphia,  A.  N.  Raub,  of  Lock  Haven,  and  Deputy 
Superintendent  Henry  Ilouck.  The  instruction  imparted  by  those  em- 
ployed for  that  purpose,  embraced  subjects  and  topics  most  needing  atten- 
tion, and  was  given  in  connected  lessons,  adapted  to  the  capacities  and 
practical  wants  of  those  receiving  it. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  took  an  active  part  in  the  exercises,  and  added 
much  to  the  interest  and  sueeess  of  the  institute. 
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In  closing  the  present  report,  I  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the 

most  prominent  obstacles  in  the  way  of  more  rapid  progress  in  our  school  j, 
and  respectfully  suggest  some  plans  for  removing  these  hindrances. 

The  first  of  these  drawbacks  that  I  shall  mention  is  irregularity  of  attend- 
ance. I  venture  the  assertion  that  one-fourth  of  the  time  and,  money  de- 
voted to  school  purposes  are  wasted  because  of  the  failure  of  parents  to 
keep  their  children  regularly  in  school. 

As  one  of  the  means  of  remedying  this  serious  evil,  we  favor  a  change 
in  the  method  of  disbursing  the  State  appropriation  fund.  Were  it  ap- 
portioned according  to  the  percentage  of  attendance  in  each  district,  in- 
stead of  the  number  of  taxables,  it  would  operate  as  an  incentive  to  secure 
not  only  regular  attendance,  but  to  bring  in  children  that  are  not  sent  to 
school  at  all. 

There  are  persons  incapable  of  being  influenced  by  any  higher  motives 
to  send  their  children  to  school,  who  would  do  so  if  it  were  so  much 
money  in  their  pockets.  Besides,  there  are  other  reasons  which,  if  space 
permitted,  we  would  give  in  favor  of  this  method  of  distributing  the  State 
appropriation. 

But,  with  regular  attendance  secured  and  all  the  preceding  suggestions 
carried  out  to  the  letter,  many  of  our  schools  must  remain  failures  until 
better  qualified  teachers  are  secured.  Unless  the  schools  are  supplied 
with  competent  teachers,  the  money  expended  for  their  support  is  wasted, 
and  the  time  of  the  children  worse  than  squandered. 

We  are,  from  force  of  circumstances,  compelled  to  grant  certificates  to 
some  who  are  not  fit  to  teach.  Some  of  our  best  teachers  every  year  go  to 
neighboring  counties  where  they  receive  better  wages,  and  we  must  fill  our 
schools  with  what  remain. 

The  present  mode  of  grading  salaries  offers  very  little  inducement  to 
teachers  to  make  special  preparation  for  their  work.  The  careless,  indif- 
ferent "  school-keeper"  is  paid  as  much  as  the  live,  active,  progressive 
teacher.  A  part  of  our  teachers  by  attending  school  or  by  private  study, 
every  year  add  to  their  intellectual  and  professional  qualifications  and  be- 
come more  efficient  workers  in  the  profession.  Others  spend  the  summer 
vacation  in  idleness,  lounging  about  country  stores,  making  no  effort  to 
improve  themselves  and  yet,  if  they  manage  to  get  a  certificate  at  all,  re- 
ceive as  much  salary  as  if  they  held  first-class  certificates. 

Then  there  are  those  in  the  profession  who  are  earnestly  laboring  for  its 
elevation  ;  they  encourage  and  support  teachers' institutes  and  educational 
meetings;  are  in  the  van-guard  leading  public  sentiment,  and  establish 
their  titles  to  esteem  and  support  by  their  personal  worth. 

Opposed  to  them,  and  in  a  great  measure  paralyzing  their  efforts,  is 
another  class  distinguished  for  their  hostility  to  teachers'  institutes,  their 
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lack  of  professional  zeal,  and  their  opposition  to  progress  and  advance- 
ment. 

No  difference  is  recognized  between  these  two  classes  of  teachers  by  the 
salaries  paid  to  them.  Such  a  state  of  affairs  ought  not  to  exist.  Until 
successful  effort  and  professional  zeal  are  properly  rewarded,  justice  will 
not  be  dene  to  the  teachers,  nor  the  schools  materially  improved.  Let 
directors  pay  teachers  according  to  their  qualifications  and  success  in 
teaching,  and  in  a  short  time  we  will  have  better  qualified  teachers  and 
better  schools.  When  teaching  is  estimated  at  what  it  is  worth  we  will 
have  more  teachers  advancing  toward  the  front  ranks  of  the  profession. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  directors  may  be  awakened  to  the  importance  and 
the  justice  of  paying  teachers  in  proportion  to  the  work  they  do,  and  here- 
after grade  salaries  according  to  the  grade  of  certificate  and  success  in 
'.caching. 

Practical  experience  is  worth  much  in  teaching,  but  it  is  a  fact,  that- 
many  achieve  more  satisfactory  results,  in  making  their  first  attempt,  than 
others  do  after  having  had  a  long  experience.  The  success  of  our  young 
teachers  will  not  come  without  earnest  effort,  which  should  in  all  cases  be 
rewarded. 

I  therefore  suggest  that  when  a  teacher  is  employed  who  has  never 
taught,  or  one  whose  experience  is  not  known  to  the  board  of  directors,  a 
fixed  and  a  conditional  salary  be  agreed  upon — the  conditional  to  be  p£id 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  provided  general  satisfaction  has  been  ren- 
dered. A  reward  will  thus  be  offered  for  good  teaching,  which  cannot  fail 
to  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  schools. 

Although  an  unfounded  prejudice  against  female  teachers  still  exists,  to 
a  limited  extent,  in  some  districts,  we  are  glad  to  note  that  it  is  vanishing 
he  fore  the  increased  light  of  knowledge.  Our  female  teachers  are  proving 
their  worth  wherever  they  have  a  fair  opportunity. 
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Houses. — West  Indiana  built  a  two  story  brick  house  with  four  rooms 
and  well  supplied  with  furniture.  It  is  a  neat  and  good  building,  beauti- 
fully located.  Saltsburg  built  a  frame  house,  two  stories,  with  four  rooms, 
supplied  with  suitable  furniture.  The  location  is  good.  The  number  of 
new  houses  is  sixteen,  replacing  as  man}*  old  ones. 

Graded  Schools. — We  need  more  graded  schools.  Nearly  all  of  our 
smaller  towns,  alone,  or  by  uniting  parts  of  the  surrounding  districts,  could 
each  have  a  school  of  two  grades,  with  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  pupils. 
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Teachers. Our  teachers  axe  slowly  but  steadily  improving.     Want  of 

permanent  enrployment  drives  many  good  teachers  out  of.  while  want  of 
something  else  to  do  drives  many  poor  ones  into  the  profession.  Until 
teachers  can  live  by  their  profession  it  seems  folly  to  expect  all  of  them  to 
bo  first  class  teachers. 

If  some  of  the  districts,  which  are  mainly  engaged  in  lumbering,  wonld 
keep  their  schools  open  in  the  summer,  and  other  parts  of  the  county  had 
longer  terms,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  teachers  could  have  perma- 
nent employment,  while  at  present  not  more  than  twenty  are  thus  engaged. 

District*  and  Directors. — While  all  the  districts  are  laboring  in  the  same 
cause,  too  many  boards  confine  their  efforts  and  S3'mpathies  to  their  own 
schools.  All  ought  to  work  together  as  separate,  but  not  as  independent 
boards. 

In  some  districts  it  is  difficult  to  get  persons  to  accept  the  office,  to  say 
nothing  about  performing  the  duties  of  director.  It  is  due.  however,  to 
many  districts  to  say  that  the}-  have  good  directors,  and  nearly  every  dis- 
trict has  some  live  men  at  work  in  the  common  school  cause. 

District  Supervision. — I  believe  that  the  district  superintendenc}-,  cither 
by  separate  districts  or  by  the  uniou  of  two  or  more  adjoining  ones,  if  en- 
trusted to  competent  persons  and  sustained  for  a  few  years,  would  work 
such  improvement  that  other  agencies  would  either  be  laid  aside  or  greatly 
modified.  In  proof  of  its  beneficial  results  we  need  only  refer  to  Washing- 
ton district  last  year,  and  to  Burrell  this.  Three  districts  had  district  su- 
perintendents, in  two  of  which  the  secretary  performed  that  duty,  but  in 
Burrell  the  directors  employed  Rev.  D.  W.  Collins,  of  Blairsville,  to  visit 
their  schools. 

Number  not  in  School. — It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  accurate  informa- 
tion of  the  number  of  persons  of  school  age  who  do  not  attend  school. 
Nearly  all  attend  part  of  the  time.  This  item  might  be  in  the  teachers' 
monthly  report  book. 

Counti/  Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  decidedly  a  success,  both 
in  the  number  present  and  the  interest  shown  by  the  teachers,  directors 
and  others.  The  instructors  were  Professor  J.  A.  Cooper,  of  Edinboro', 
and  H.  M.  Jones,  County  Superintendent  of  Westmoreland  county.  Pro- 
fessors M'Creery,  Keith,  Bolar  and  Moore,  of  Indiana,  and  Emigh,  of 
Marion,  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  institute. 

Normal  School  Building. — The  building  for  the  State  Normal  school  for 
this  district  it  is  believed  will  be  roofed  before  winter. 

Public  Sentiment. — Public  sentiment  is  strongly  in  favor.of  better  schools, 
and  our  people  are  becoming  aware  that  if  we  would  have  good  schools  we 
must  have  thorough  teachers. 
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Official  Work. — I  held  nineteen  public  and  fifteen  private  examinations, 
made  151  visits  to  schools,  attended  14  county, branch  and  district  insti- 
tutes, spent  104  days  officially,  traveled  -2,011  miles  and  wrote  558  official 
letters. 
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EDUCATIONAL    PROGRESS. 

That  we  are  progressing  slowly  but  surely  I  think  is  evident.  By  com- 
paring the  condition  of  the  schools  at  present  with  their  condition  in  the 
past  we  may  truly  say  that  we  have  made  some  progress.  Almost  even- 
district  has  done  something  to  indicate  real  true  progress  during  the  past 
year. 

House*. — Whole  number  of  houses  in  the  comity  135.  Frame  131,  brick 
3,  log  1.  Built  during  the  year  8,  as  follows:  Barnett  1,  Eldred  1,  Heath 
1,  Perry  1,  Snyder  1,  Warsaw  2.  These  are  all  good,  comfortable  houses, 
well  furnished  with  good  scats  and  desks  adapted  to  the  use  of  pupils  of 
all  sizes.  They  have  a  sufficient  black-board  surface  for  class  exercises, 
containing  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  square  feet  of  surface.  They 
all  take  the  place  of  old,  unsuitable  houses  which  have  been  reported  as 
unfit.  The  sites  selected  are  as  good  and  convenient  as  could  be  found ; 
and  in  t  Ins  respect  directors  cannot  be  too  careful.  A  high,  stormy  pinnacle 
on  the  north-western  side  of  a  hill,  or  a  low,  wet,  swampy  place,  or  a  loca- 
tion too  far  from  a  public  road,  so  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  cross  fences 
and  go  through  fields  or  lots,  should  never  be  selected.  Directors  should 
consult  the  best  experienced  teacher  and  the  best  school  architecture  in 
locating  houses,  in  furnishing  and  arranging  furniture  for  convenience  in 
the  school  room  exercises.  We  frequently  find  good  houses  supplied  with 
good  furniture,  but  so  poorly  arranged  that  it  is  very  inconvenient  for  the 
exercises  of  the  school  room. 

Every  school  room  should  have  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  in  length  ami 
from  live  to  eight  feet  in  width  of  black-board  surface,  unbroken  in  surface 
by  doors  or  windows.  A  part  of  the  room  should  be  furnished  with  reci- 
tation seat  or  scats  for  class  exercises. 

Houses  unfit  for  use  40.  Of  these  some  are  too  bad  for  even  a  shelter 
for  twenty  or  more  children  in  a  cold  winter  day.  All  of  them  are  too 
small  or  too  low,  or  inconvenient  in  some  way,  that  they  could  not  be  re- 
paired.    Fifty-eight  are  reported  as  first  class  houses  ;  these  have  nearly  all 
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been  built  within  the  last  five  or  six  years.  They  are  all  comfortable,  having 
ceilings  not  less  than  ten  feet  high,  some  twelve  and  a  few  fourte*  n  feet 
high.  Of  the  31  not  reported  unfit  or  first  class,  most  of  them  might  be  re- 
paired so  as  to  be  convenient  and  comfortable. 

Grounds. — Of  sufficient  size,  133.  Suitably  improved,  that  is  fenced,  1. 
Many  of  the  houses  have  grass  plots  and  native  groves,  which,  if  properly 
fenced,  would  be  really  excellent. 

Furniture. — Suitable,  furniture,  65;  injurious,  CO.  Mechanics  who  build 
houses  very  often  know  but  little  of  what  kind  of-furniture  is  best  adapted 
to  the  use  of  the  school  room,  and  consequently  some  of  the  new  houses 
have  furniture  that  is  positively  injurious,  both  to  the  interests  of  the 
school  and  to  the  pupils  occupying  it. 

Apparatus  has  not  been  increased  during  the  year.  Primary  charts  or 
cards  for  small  children  and  out-line  maps  are  very  much  needed  in  many 
of  the  schools. 

Schools. — Whole  number  kept  open  during  the  year,  14*1  ■  graded,  IT,  as 
follows  :  Rrookville  8,  Clover  2,  Corsica  2,  Punxsutawney  3,  AVinslow  2. 
Graded  schools  are  needed  as  follows:  Beaver,  Bell,  Big  Run,  Eldred, 
Perry,  Pine  Creek,  Ringgold,  Snyder,  Warsaw,  Washington  and  Winslow, 
each  two,  formed  from  the  largest  and  most  central  schools.  The  schools 
are  all  pretty  well  classified,  but  uniformity  of  books  is  not  strictly  ob- 
served in  any  of  the  districts  ;  in  nearly  all  there  is  uniformity  in  all 
branches  of  study  except  arithmetic,  and  there  is  scarcely  one  district 
which  does  not  use  more  than  one,  and  some  three  or  four  different  authors. 
1  have  called  the  attention  of  directors  to  this  fact  frequently.  The  Bible 
is  read  in  all  the  schools.  Drawing  is  only  taught  or  practiced  in  a  few. 
Music  is  not  really  taught  in  any,  but  singing  occasional^  is  practiced  in 
some.  Music  and  drawing  should  be  taught  in  all  our  schools.  Too  few 
of  the  schools  have  had  any  of  the  higher  branches  taught  in  them. 

Examinations. — In  some  districts  where  no  directors  attended  the  ex- 
amination, but  few  teachers  were  present,  and  before  the  schools  were 
opened  their  teachers  would  come  to  be  examined  privately.  In  a  few  in- 
stances directors  allowed  teachers  to  teach  who  had  no  certificates.  This 
is  a  bad  practics.  Teachers  can  be  examined  if  they  apply  at  the  proper 
time  and  place. 

Teachers. — Many  of  them  have  improved  Kruch  in  scholarship  and  meth- 
ods <>f  instruction  ;  but  a  few  who  will  not  be  taught  themselves  will  never 
make  teachers.  A  few  failed  in  government  and  methods  of  instruction. 
The  demand  for  good  teachers  is  increasing.  Some  districts  are  deter- 
mined to  employ  none  but  good  teachers  and  pay  good  salaries.  When  all 
districts  adopt  this  principle  we  shall  have  better  qualified  teachers,  but 
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as  long  as  directors  will  employ  any  kind  of  teachers  because  they  can  get 
them  for  low  wages  we  shall  have  poorly  qualified  teachers. 

Salaries  are  still  advancing  a  little,  but  the  grading  of  salaries  accord- 
ing to  the  grade  of  certificates  is  not  so  much  adopted  as  it  should  be. 
County  Institute  was  held  in  Brookville,  commencing  December  ML  It 
'  was  not  a  perfect  success  as  far  as  numbers  are  concerned.  Fifty-live  teach- 
ers were  in  attendance.  The  attendance  of  citizens  and  directors  was  good. 
The  schools  were  nearly  all  in  session,  and  being  the  week  before  the  holi- 
days, many  of  the  teachers  did  not  wish  to  lose  two  weeks,  directors  not 
generally  allowing  the  time  for  attending  the  institute.  There  was  much 
good  accomplished  by  those  that  were  present.  All  seemed  to  take  an  in- 
terest' in  the  exercises.  Prof.  S.J.  Steadman,  of  Carrier  Seminary,  and 
Rev.  Dr.  It.  S.  Hunt,  rendered  valuable  assistance.  Many  of  the  teachers 
did  much  to  make  it  interesting  and  useful. 

Obstacles. — Irregularity  in  attendance  impedes  the  progress  of  many  of 
our  schools.  Non-attendance  is  an  evil  that  is  difficult  to  remedy  ;  the 
number  reported  as  not  in  school  at  all  is  no  doubt  composed  of  very  small 
pupils,  between  six  and  eight  years  old,  and  the  larger  ones,  from  sixteen 
to  twenty-one  years  old. 

Directors  receiving  no  compensation  for  their  services  and  not  sufficient- 
ly responsible.  They  should  receive  compensation  and  be  sworn,  and  re- 
sponsible for  misdemeanors  in  office. 

Want  of  sufficient  number  of  well  qualified  teachers.  More  of  our 
teachers  should  attend  State  Novmal  schools,  or  some  schools  for  the  train- 
ing of  teachers. 

Our  best  teachers  get  from  $40  to  $75  per  month,  and  the  time  is  not  far 
hence  when  no  good  teacher  will  be  offered  less  than  $40  per  month.  The 
means  necessary  to  maintain  our  schools  is  a  great  want ;  in  some  dis- 
tricts the  maximum  levy  of  tax  will  not  afford  money  enough  to  keep  the 
schools  open  at  $30  per  month  the  minimum  term.  Larger  appropriations 
froni  the  State  or  equalization  of  tax  is  the  only  means  that  will  supply 
t his  want. 

Conclusion. — The  future  prospects  of  Jefferson  county  are  very  encour- 
aging :  with  a  railroad  through  the  centre  of  the  county  and  others  in 
prospect,  and  with  immense  coal  fields  and  other  mineral  and  lumber  and 
agricultural  resources,  we  may  proudly  look  foward  to  the  time  when  little 
Jefferson  will  stand  out  prominent  in  wealth  and  population  with  other 
counties  of  this  great  Commonwealth.  My  earnest  d<  sire  i->  that  her  edu- 
cational interests  may  keep  pace  with  her  other  improvements  and  interests. 
To  all  who  have  encouraged  and  assisted  me  in  my  labors  ]  return  my  sin- 
cere  and  heart-felt  thanks. 
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The  common  school  system  is  firmly  established  and  working  well  in  this 
county. 

School  Houses  and  Ground*. — Four  new  houses  were  built  during  the 
past  year, viz:  One  in  Greenwood,  one  in  Fayette, one  in  Beale  and  one 
in  Spruce  Hill.  They  cost  about  §1,000  each,  are  good  substantial  houses, 
well  lighted,  well  ventilated,  furnished  with  suitable  furniture,  and  sulli- 
cient  black-board  surface.  But  three  of  them  are  without  porticos  and 
sufficient  grounds.  There  are  ninety-four  houses  in  the  county — sixty-five 
are  frame,  nineteen  brick  or  stone,  and  ten  log.  Twenty-eight  are  unfit 
<  r  use.  and  thirty  are  badly  ventilated.  Thirty-one  have  suitable,  and 
sixty-three,  injurious  furniture.  Fort}- are  without  out-houses — buildings 
which  the  common  decencies  of  life  demand,  and  which  should  be  erected 
at  once.  No  improvement  was  made  on  school  grounds,  only  four  are. 
fenced.  They  are,  with  few  exceptions,  too  small,  and  in  a  good  many 
cases  badly  located. 

Apparatus. — No  schools  are  well  supplied  with  apparatus,  and  thirty 
have  none  worth  mentioning.  Out-line  maps  are  to  be  found  in  seventy- 
five  schools,  globes  in  eighty,  reading  and  spelling  charts  in  nearly  all, 
astronomical  charts  in  eight,  and  black-boards  in  all,  but  some  of  them  are 
entirely  too  small,  or,  are  in  such  bad  condition  that  they  are  unfit  for  use. 
The  schools  of  Fermanagh  were  supplied  with  out-line  maps  last  fall,  and 
those  of  Turbett,  with  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionaries,  and  their  old 
and  worn  out-line  maps  replaced  with  new  ones. 

Softools. — One  hundred  and  two  schools  were  open  during  the  past  year. 
Thirteen  more  are  needed.  Three  schools  were  kept  open  seven  months, 
eight  six  months,  six  four  months,  and  all  the  others,  five  months.  They 
were  attended  by  over  four  thousand  pupils.  The  number  studying  read- 
ing was  3.350,  writing  3-,050,  mental  arithmetic  2,186,  written  arithmetic 
1,962,  geography  1,343,  grammar  650,  history  170,  algebra  44,  composition 
223,  music  138.  These  figures  show  a  sad  neglect  of  arithmetic,  geography, 
grammar,  history,  and  the  higher  branches  in  our  schools,  and  that  the 
greater  number  of  the  children  of  the  county  are  receiving  a  very  limited 
and  imperfect  education,  which  arises  from  the  difference  of  parents, 
pupils  and  teachers.  Sixty  schools  were  well  classified  and  the  books 
were  found  uniform  in  seventy-two. 

A  very  important  part  of  the  duty  of  directors  is  to  adopt  and  enforce 
the  use  of  a  uniform  series  of  books.  There  are  a  few  schools  in  which 
much  of  the  teacher's  time  is  wasted  eveiy  session  on  account  of  the  different 
kinds  of  books  in  use.    The  Bible  was  read  in  ninety-eight  schools.     About 
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sixty  Sabbath  schools  are  open  in  the  summer.  The  County  Sabbath  school 
convention  was  held  at  Mifflintown,  May  -21  and  28.  It  was  well  attended. 
It  is  held  annually. 

Teachers. — One  hundred  and  eight — sixty-seven  male,  and  forty-one  fe- 
male, were  employed.  Forty-two  have  taught  more  than  five  years.  Twenty 
had  do  experience.  Ninety-six  have  read  works  on  teaching,  and  the  ma- 
jority are  readers  of  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal,  or  some  other  ed- 
ucational publications.  Seven  have  attended  and  two  have  graduated  at 
a  State  Normal  School.  Very  few  expect  to  make  teaching  a  permanent 
business,  and  every  year  some  of  the  most  active  are  leaving  the  ranks  to 
engage  in  other  pursuits,  and  it  can  not  be  expected  to  be  otherwise  until 
the  length  of  the  school  term  is  increased,  and  the  salaries  of  teachers  are 
considerably  advanced.  We  have  many  good  earnest  teachers  Avho  dis- 
charge their  duties  very  acceptably  to   their  patrons. 

Visits. — All  the  schools  were  visited  twice  except  five  that  were  closed 
before  my  second  visit,  a  few  were  visited  three  times.  Two  hundred  and 
seventeen  visits  were  made,  of  an  average  length  of  two  hours  each.  Forty- 
seven  directors  accompanied  me, and  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  citizens 
were  met  in  the  schools.  Progress  in  most  of  the  schools  was  good,  in 
some  middling  and  in  a  few  poor. 

Institute. — The  County  Institute  convened  at  Perrysville,  Nov.  25,  1812, 
and  was  in  session  five  days.  The  attendance  of  teachers,  directors  and 
citizens  v  as  very  large.  The  institute  was  a  decided  success;  and  all  the 
lectures  were  interesting  and  instructive.  The  instructors  and  lecturers 
were,  ]>r.  .7.  II.  Shoemaker,  of  Chambersburg,  Professor  F.  A.  Allen,  of 
Mansfield,  Dr.  P.  D.  Stone,  of  Tuscarora  academy,  this  county,  Professor 
II.  I.  Gourley,  of  Pittsburg,  Professor  pr.  W.  Lloyd, and  Professors  Wilson 
and  Patterson,  of  Airy  View  academy.  Perrysville.  The  County  Institute 
was  highly  appreciated  by  all  our  progressive  teachers.  Two  local  insti- 
tutes were  held  ;  one  at  M'Alistersville,  and  one  at  East  Waterford.  I 
attended  a  number  of  educational  meetings. 

Academies. — The  Tuscarora  academy,  located  at  Academia,  was  founded 
in  1836.     The  buildings  are  large  and   commodious,  and  the  school  has 
in  a  prosperous  condition  ever  since  it  was  established.     The  present 
principals  are  D.  D.  Stone.  A.  M.,  Ph.  P.,  and  J.  J.  Patterson,  A.  M. 

The  Tuscarora  Female  seminary,  located  at  the  same  place,  is  now  under 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Sherman,  A.  M.  The  buildings  are  good  and 
pleasantly  situated.  The  Juniata  Normal  school,  at  Thompsontown,  is 
under  the  care  of  D.  A.  Harman,  B.  E.     The  school  is  doing  well. 

■  M'CoysvUle  High  school,  taught  by  Air.  Thomas  Huggart,  supplies 
u  want  in  that  locality. 
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The  Airy  View  academy,  at  Perrysville,  was  establish*  1  ii;    the  ; 
1852,  by  David  Wilson,  A.  M.,  with  whom  A.  J.  Patterson,  A.  M.,  is  now 
associated.     Their  buildings  are  new.  and  well  suited   for  their  pur]? 
The  school  is  well  patronized. 

The  soldiers' orphan  school  is  located  at  M'Alisterville.  A  number  of 
private  schools  taught  by  common  school  teachers  are  open  in  the  summer. 

Wants. — Our  wants  are  the  common  ones  existing  everywhere  and  so 
often  mentioned  in  reports.  They  are:  More  competent  teachers,  longer 
terms,  higher  salaries,  better  school  houses  and  funTiture,  regularity  of 
attendance,  less  prejudice  and  indifference,  a  higher  estimate  of  the  value 
and  importance  of  education,  more  interest  on  the  part  of  parents,  direct'  rs 
and  teachers,  a  uniformity  and  full  supply  of  books,  district  institutes  and 
libraries,  and  closer  supervision  of  schools. 

Director*. — We  have  many  good  directors  who  are  doing  all  they  can  to 
improve  our  schools.     Several  boards  are  subscribers  to  the  School  Journ  7. 

Conclusion. — Considering  all  things  great  progress  has  been  mad'  in  the 
county  since  the  establishment  of  the  common  school  system  and  the 
superintendency,  and  especially  under  the  administration  of  the  late  Su- 
perintendent, Prof.  Cr.  W.  Lloyd,  avIio  labored  earnestly,  diligently  and 
successfully  to  promote  the  cause  of  common  school  education  in  this 
count}'. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  press  for  services  rendered,  to  the  directors, 
citizens  and  teachers  for  aid  and  hospitality  extended  to  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duties. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY.-- -B.  F.  Siiaub. 

New  Nouses. — Seventeen  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  distributed 
as  follows  .-.Brecknock  1,  Caernarvon  1,  East  Cocalico  1,  Conoy  1,  East 
Donegal  2,  West  Donegal  1,  Ephrata  2,  East  Hempfield  1,  West  Hemp- 
field  2,  West  Lampeter  1,  Manor  1,  Mount  Joy  borough  1,  Pequea  1, 
Rapho  1.  Most  of  these  are  neat,  substantial,  roomy  and  comfortable — 
at  improvements  over  those  whose  places  they  have  taken.  The  grounds 
connected  with  them  vary  in  size  from  one  acre  to  half  an  acre.  Fifteen 
of  the  houses  are  furnished  with  first-class  desks  and  seats.  The  house 
in  Mount  Joy  borough  deserves  special  mention.  It  is  a  union  sch  '. 
house,  and  contains  the  six  schools  which  have  heretofore  been  held  in  six 
different  houses.  It  is  the  finest  house  in  the  county.  Material,  brick ; 
dimensions,  TO  by  42,  with  front  and  rear  wings,  each  36  by  10.  Hei 
to  top  turret,  80  feet ;  to  square  of  roof  39  feet ;  two  stories  and  basement* . 

Height  of  each  story,  15  feet;    of  basements,  8  feet.     Bell  weighs    L" 
12  School  Rep. 


98  LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

pounds.  Contains  202  first-class  desks  and  scats,  accommodating  404 
pupils.  Lower  floor  has  a  hall  10  feet  wide,  4  school  rooms  and  4  clothes 
rooms.  Upper  floor  has  a  hall  10  feet  wide,  2  school  rooms,  2  recitation, 
directors'  or  principals'  rooms,  and  4  clothes  rooms.  The  lot  contains  an 
acre  of  around  and  is  finery  located  on  a  slight  elevation.  The  building 
presents  an  imposing  and  magnificent  appearance,  is  heated  by  two  large 
furnaces,  is  well  lighted,  well  ventilated  and  veil  furnished:  is;  in  short, 
first-class  in  every  respect.  Cost  of,  ground,  building,  furniture,  &c*,  about 
$20,000.  The  board  acted  wisely  in  securing  the  services  of  a  competent 
architect,  Albert  N.  Dabb,  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey.  Great  credit  is  due 
the  board  for  what  they  have  done.  By  this  action  the}'  have  placed  their 
beautiful  borough  in  the  first  rank  with  respect  to  school  buildings.  The 
new  Union  school  house  is,  and  will  remain,  long  as  it  endures,  a  monu- 
ment of  their  liberality,  enterprise  and  good  taste. 

District  Institutes.— Twenty  of  the  fifty-two  districts  of  this  county  had 
district  institutes.  In  some  of  the  districts  they  were  organized  and  kept 
in  successful  operation,  even  though  the  time  was  not  allowed  by  the  board. 
Teachers  who  do  this  are  in  earnest,  and  deserve  special  credit  for  tho pro- 
fessional zeal  thus  displayed.  A  live  teacher  does  not  feel  comfortable, 
unless  he  can  enjoy  the  advantages  of  an  institute.  These  institutes  ought 
to  be  in  successful  operation  in  every  school  district. 

Local  or  Branch  Institutes. — Two  local  institutes  were  held — one  in 
Ephrata  township,  the  other  in  Paradise  township.  The  teachers  con- 
<  ducted  these  and  succeeded  well.  When  teachers  have  the  courage,  ability 
:\}u\  professional  spirit  to  cany  on  such  work,  Ave  have  reason  to  be  hope- 
ful for  the  future  of  our  schools.  The  attendance  at  the  Ephrata  institute 
was  large.  Dr.  Wickersham,  State  Superintendent,  was  present  and  de- 
livered an  address. 

( 'ounty  Tnsiii  ute. — The  County  Institute  was  one  of  the  largest  and  mosl 
successful  ever  held  in  this  county.  This  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  the 
weather  was  very  unpleasant  during  the  entire  week,  and  the  raging  epi- 
zootic was  at  its  height.  All  communication  was  cut  off  except  by  rail 
and  foot.  Yet.  from  all  parts  of  the  county  came  the  teachers,  directors 
and  friends  of  education,  until  the  number  enrolled  amounted  to  502, 
whilst  the  number  in  attendance  was  far  in  advance  of  this.  The  instruc- 
tors and  lecturers  were  Dr.  Wickersham,  Profs.  A.  N.  Raub,  Edward 
Brooks,  S.  S.  Haldeman,  A.  N.  Brenneman,  J.  Roberts,  Rev.  H.  II.  War* 
ren  and  C.  J.  Arms,  Esq.  There  were  only  three  districts  in  the  county 
that  did  not  give  their  teachers  any  time  to  attend  county  institute.  The 
remaining  districts  all  gave  their  teachers  from  three  to  six  days.  Perhaps 
the  easiest  and  shortest  way  to  give  those  districts  the  credit  which  they 
deserve  for  their  liberality  in  granting  time  to  teachers,  would  be  to  name 
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the  three  districts  that  gave  no  time,  and  refer  the   reader  to  the  statistical 
report  for  the  names  of  the  nohle  forty-nine.     But  we  forbear. 

Directors'  Meeting. — On  Thursday  forenoon  of  institute  week,  a  direc- 
tors' meeting  Avas  held,  apart  from  the  institute.  Notwithstanding  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  and  the  epizootic,  about  eighty  ditectors  were 
present.  Quite  a  number  of  topics  were  discussed,  universal  good  feeling 
prevailed,  and  all  regretted  that  not  more  time  could  be  given  to  amee 
of  this  kind  on  institute  week.  There  should  be  more  directors'  meetings 
or  institutes.  Six  or  eight  should  be  held  annually  in  our  county  in  six 
or  eight  different  places,  convening  at  each  meeting  the  directors  of  six  or 
eight  adjoining  districts.  We  believe  such  meetings  would  open  the  way 
for  the  accomplishment  of  much  good  for  the'  schools.  Grading  schools 
and  salaries,  local  supervision,  building  and  furnishing  schools,  school 
grounds,  high  schools,  .&c,  are  topics  which  directors  should  think  about, 
talk  about,  and  act  upon,  not  only  within  their  own  board,  but  in  conjunc- 
tion with  adjoining  boards.  The  good  that  some  directors  whom  we  know 
could  do  at  these  meetings  is  immense.  Their  experience  and  intelligence 
in  school  affairs  would  benefit  and  stir  up  others,  and  create  a  stimulus 
which  is  greatly  needed  in  some  districts  of  this  county.  The  directoi  3 
have  the  power.  How  important  that  they  should  know  how  to  use  this 
power  aright!  Our  county  contains  many  noble  directors,  devoted,  head. 
heart  and  hand*  to  the  good  cause.  We  meet  them  eve^-where.  They  are 
the  conservators  of  the  schools  and  of  the  system.  It  requires  moral 
courage  to  discharge  the  duties  of  director.  The  very  best  men  in  each 
district  should  be  selected  to  this  oilice  and  kept  in  it. 

Local  Supervision. — There  is  little  local  or  district  supervision  in  tlii  - 
county.  It  is  one  of  our  most  urgent  wants.  As  soon  as  each  district  has 
its  schools  regularly  and  intelligently  inspected  and  supervised,  once  or  twics 
ewvy  month  by  an  efficient  officer,  will  the  schools  be  better  than  they  now 
are.  and  but  little  more  can  be  done  for  their  improvement  until  then. 
If  we  could  retain  experienced  teachers,  the  necessity  for  district  super- 
vision would  not  be  so  great.  But  every  year  scores  of  inexperienced? 
teacher ?  must  be  employed,  who  know  comparatively  nothing  about  sch 
work,  and  who  merely  experiment,  and  blindly  too,  with  the  pupils  un 
their  charge.  We  can  not  afford  this.  In  no  other  business  do  we  act  so 
unwisely — practice  such  false  economy.  The  apprentice  to  every  trade  is 
specially  instructed  and  supervised.  In  teaching,  however,  how  different ! 
We  act  as  though  every  person  employed  to  teach  were  born  for  that 
very  purpose,  and  knows  just  "how  to  do  it."  Ah,  how  not  to  do  itr  r.nd 
because  of  this,  should  have  some  one  to  give  instructions  and  supervise  his 
work.  District  supervision  is  needed.     How  shall  we  secure  it  i     This  is  an 
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important  question,  deserving  the  best  thought  of  every  educator  and  of  all 
who  instruct  in -the  educational  movement. 

District  Libraries. — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  the  founding  of  a  dis- 
trict library,  in  Strasburg  borough.  The  efficient  chairman  of  that  board, 
A.  M.  Herr,  Esq.,  together  with  his  fellow-members,  not  satisfied  with 
building  and  furnishing  one  of  the  finest  union  school  houses  in  the  county, 
rested  notiiintil  $G00  were  raised  last  winter,  for  the  purpose  of  founding 
a  library.  The  books  selected  are  first  class,  and  well  adapted  for  the  pur- 
pose intended.  The  library  is  o.'  the  most  substantial  character  and  re- 
flects credit  upon  all  who  were  concerned  in  its  establishment.  Two  dis- 
tricts have  libraries,  Columbia  borough  and  Strasburg  borough.  How 
much  some  people  can  do  for  their  schools!  How  little  others  can  do  for 
theirs ! 

Mfisic  in  the  School*. — Nearly  all  the  schools  in  the  county  are  opened 
with  vocal  music,  but  the  number  in  which  it  is  taught  is  small.  We  hope 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  elements,  at  least,  will  be  taught  in 
every  school.  Lancaster  city  has  taken  a  step  in  advance,  by  giving  to  all 
the  children  in  her  schools,  the  benefit  of  instruction  in  vocal  music. 
That  prince  of  vocalists,  Professor  Win.  B.  Hall,  has  had  charge  of  thi3 
branch  during  the  year  and  has  been  eminently  successful.  The  employ- 
ing of  a  professor  of  vocal  music  in  the  city  schools  was  an  experiment. 
The  instruction  was,  at  first,  confined  to  only  part  of  the  schools,  but  the 
results  in  these  were  so  gratfying  that  it  was  soon  made  universal. 

Lancaster  city. — There  are  fifty-six  schools  in  this  city,  and  no  city  su- 
perintendent. It  is  the  great,  pressing,  immediate,  want  of  the  city  schools. 
Think  of  it.  A  city  with  fifty-six  schools,  and  no  superintending  officer ! 
Yet  Lancaster  is  not  asleep,  notwithstanding  the  unpleasant  fact  recorded 
above.  It  has  done  two  praiseworthy  things  during  the  past  year.  The 
one  was  employing  a  teacher  to  teach  in  the  children's  home.  This  was  a 
noble  and  charitable  act.  All  honor  to  the  men  who  conceived  this  idea 
and  put  it  into  execution.  The  other  was  employing  a  professor  to  teach 
vecal  music  in  all  the  schools.  Now,  let  Lancaster  take  another  step,  the 
step,  and  elect  a  cit}"  superintendent.  Such  an  officer  is  needed,  impera- 
tively and  immediately  needed.  - 

Work  done  by  Superintendent. — Held  fifty-eight  public  examinations,  ex- 
amined five  hundred  and  forty-nine  applicants,  granted  five  hundred  and 
fifteen  provisional  and  four  professional  certificates,  visited  four  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  schools  scattered  OArer  a  territory  of  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  square  miles,  each  visit  averaging  one  hour  and  twenty-four  minutes 
in  length,  traveled  in  visiting  them  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifteen 
miles,  wrote  two  hundred  and  eighty  official  letters,  held  and  addressed 
eight  educational  meetings,  held  one  county  institute  six  days,  approved, 
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copied  and  forwarded  to  School  Department,  fifty-two  annual  district  re- 
ports, and  twelve  Superintendent's  monthly  reports,  also  Superintendent's 
annual  statistical  report,  and  written  report.  Attended  Chester  County 
Institute,  meeting  of  State  association  in  Philadelphia,  conference  of  County 
Superintendents  in  Reading,  meeting  of  Executive  Committee  of  State 
association  in  Harrisburg,  and  assisted  in  examining  graduating  class  at 
Millersville  Normal  school. 

Work  which  should  havebeen  doneby  Superintendent,  but  was  not  done. — ■ 
Were  we  to  enumerate  what  should  have  been  done,  but  was  not,  because 
there  was  no  time  for  it,  the  list  would  be  a  long  one,  suffice  it  to  say  that 
one  hundred  and  three  schools  were  not  visited.  This  is  unfortunate,  but 
could  not  be  avoided.  It  is  impossible  for  one  person  to  do  all  of  the 
routine  work  in  this  county,  to  say  nothing  of  the  other  work  which  should 
be  done,  and  much  of  which  is  equally  if  not  more  important  than  the 
routine  work.  My  predecessor  has  so  often  referred  to  this  fact,  and 
Bhown  the  necessity  that  exists  for  two  officers,  at  least,  that  it  seems 
useless  for  me  to  repeat  what  has  so  frequently  been  said,  and  said  thus 
far  without  producing  any  visible  effect,  or  even  a  hope  of  improvement. 
If  directors  take  so  little  interest  in  this  matter,  they  must  not  complain 
if  visits  to  schools  are  short  and  few.  Of  the  leading  county  officers  in 
all  large  counties,  the  County  Superintendent  must  do  more  work,  and  give 
more  time  to  his  official  duties,  than  any  of  the  other  officers  must  do, 
and  receives  less  compensation  for  his  services.  Impossibilities  must  not 
be  expected  of  Superintendents.     They  are  only  human. 

There  are  two  things  connected  with  the  Superintendency,  which  are  un- 
just to  those  officers.  Inequality  in  amount  of  work  and  compensation. 
These  inequalities  must  be  removed,  if  the  office  is  to  accomplish  its  full 
share  of  good.  Directors  will  not  remedy  them,  we  must  look  to  the  legis- 
lature. The  Department  is  aware  of  the  existence  of  those  evils  and  has 
referred  to  them  frequently.  We  believe  it  will  do  its  part  in  removing 
them.  One  illustration  of  the  inequalities  referred  to.  Athough  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  schools  in  this  county  were  visited  last  year,  the  av- 
erage number,  one  hundred  and  forty-five,  not  visited  during  each  of  the 
last  two  years  is  greater  than  the  whole  number  of  schools  in  each  of 
twenty  counties  of  the  state,  whilst  the  average  salary  of  each  of  the 
Superintendents  of  these. counties  is  $915,  and  one  receives  within  $100  as 
much  as  the  Superintendent  of  this  county.     Comment  is  Unnecessary. 

Conclusion. — My  thanks  are  due  to  the  press  of  the  city,  for  the  interest 
it  lias  manifested  in  the  work  of  education,  and  for  its  sympathy  with  and 
generous  support  of  all  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools.  To 
directors,  teachers  and  friends  of  education,  who  literally  showered  their 
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hospitalities  upon  me,  and  by  whom  I  was  so  kindly  received, I  return  my 
heart-felt  thanks.     Also  to  the  Department  and  its  officers  for  assistance 
red  and  instruction  given. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY.— W.  N.  Aiken. 

Improvements  of  the  Year.- — Seven  houses  have  been  built  and  a  number 
repaired,  painted  and  improved  in  different  respects.  A  new  house  was 
built  in  each  of  the  following-  districts:  North  Beaver,  Pulaski,  Mahoning, 
Plain  Grove,  Perry,  Hickory  and  Washington.  The  houses  were  furnished 
with  furniture  of  improved  pattern,  except  in  North  Beaver  and  Washing- 
ton. All  are  large  and  comfortable,  except  the  house,  in  Washington, 
which  is  entirely  too  small,  and  no  provision  for  class  recitation.  This  is 
a  defect  in  a  large  number  of  our  houses,  and  it  appears  to  be  overlooked 
by  directors  in  making  their  arrangements  for  building.  This  ought  to  re- 
ceive the  attention  its  importance  demands.  In  the  erection  of  school 
houses  provision  should  be  made  for  all  the  exercises  which  are  for  the 
convenience  and  comfort  of  the  school.  And  provision  for  recitation  is 
considered  indispensable  in  every  school  room.  The  entire  cost  of  these 
buildings  is  $7,500.  Most  of  the  houses  built  have  grounds  from  one-half 
to  one  acre  in  size.  More  attention  is  given  to  this  than  formerly.  There 
are  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  houses  in  our  county,  and  only  forty- 
three  have  grounds  of  sufficient  size.  Eight  houses  are  reported  unfit  for 
use.  and  a  number  of  others,  unless  replaced  with  new  ones,  will  soon  be 
added  to  the  list.  One  hundred  and  three  have  not  the  necessary  out- 
buildings  of  such  a  kind  and  in  such  condition  as  they  should  be. 

Certificating  and  Training  Teacher*. — Great  care  has  been  taken  in 
granting  certificates,  which  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  duties  the  Superin- 
tendent has  to  perform,  }ret  a  few  have  entered  the  profession  whose  ser- 
vices did  not  meet  the  demands  of  the  times  and  the  progress  of  our 
schools.  Some  appear  to  think  that  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  be  able  to 
receive  a  certificate,  and  no  further  improvement  is  sought.  But,  a  large 
number  of  our  teachers  understand  that  principles  should  be  taught,  and 
not  mere  words  which  convey  to  the  mind  of  the  pupil  no  distinct  idea  ; 
that  pupils  should  lie  taught  to  think  and  understand,  and  have  such  a 
knowledge  of  what  they  learn  that  it  will  be  useful  in  the  duties  of  life. 
Much  improvement  has  been  made  both  in  imparting  instruction  and  in 
governing  the   school. 

'/'-  ■■•■'(:  rs  need  Special  Preparation. — Teachers  ought  to  be  trained  and 
i  red  for  their  duties,  and  the  object  of  the  county  institute  is  to  aid 
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in  this  work.  Hence  the  importance  of  having- a  full  attendance.  Our  in- 
stitute was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  our  teacher.-',.  The  interesl  was 
good  during  the  sessions,  and  valuable  instruction  given.  Both  Lom<  i  ! 
foreign  talent  was  employed.  Teachers  generally  appear  to  appreciate  the 
advantages  it  affords  them.  The  institute  has  now  increased  in  interest 
and  usefulness,  so  that  it  has  become  an  indispensable  part  of  our  common 
school  machinery.  Teachers  should  receive  special  training  for  their  work. 
They  ought  to  read  more  and  think  more.  There  is  entirely  too  much 
routine  work  in  our  schools  and  not  enough  of  vitality.  Earnestness  is 
necessary  to  insure  success  in  every  department  of  life. 

Work  of  Superintendent. — Twenty-nine  examinations  were  held  during 
the  year,  and  two  hundred  and  forty-six  applicants  were  examine' 1. 
Seventy-five  of  these  had  never  taught.  Two  hundred  and  ten  provisional 
and  five  professional  certificates  were  granted  ;  held  County  Institute  of 
live  days,  and  attended  two  institutes  of  neighboring  counties  ;  traveled 
over  two  thousand  five  hundred  miles  in  official  duty  and  attending  State 
educational  meetings  ;  wrote  about  one  hudred  letters  on  official  busin.  ss  ; 
made  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  visits  to  schools,  each  visit  averaging 
one  and  three-fourths  hours,  and  other  business  pertaining  to  the  office  of 
Superintendent. 

Suggestions  to  Directors. — Directors  ought  to  insist  upon  uniformity  in 
text-books ;  a  few  of  our  schools  have  not  entire  uniformity. 

Irregular  attendance  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  with  which  we  have  to 
contend.  It  very  much  increases  the  friction  in  our  school  machinery. 
We  have  too  frequent  changes  of  teachers  during  the  year,  and  not  suffi- 
cient inducement  to  secure  the  best  talent  in  the  profession. 

In  closing  this,  my  annual  report,  permit  me  to  express  my  thanks  to  all 
who  have  aided  me  in  my  labors,  and  for  the  uniform  kindness  I  have  always 
received  while  engaged  in  official  duty. 


LEBANON  COUNY— W.  G.  Lehman. 

School  Houses. — Seven  new  houses  were  built  within  the  past  year — two 
in  Swatara,  and  one  in  each  of  the  following:  Bethel,  Union,  North  and 
South  Annville,  and  North  Lebanon,  (Independent.)  Of  these,  the  three 
last  named  fully  meet  the  requirements  of  "first  class."  The  building  in 
North  Lebanon,  (Independent,)  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county.  It  is  built 
of  limestone,  has  two  large  rooms,  each  having  an  ante-room  and  vesti- 
bule, is  furnished  with  substantial  patent  desks,  is  well  supplied  with  ap- 
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paratus,  and  has  the  necessary  facilities  for  thorough  ventilation.  A  neat 
spu  ■  enhances  the  external  appearance.  The  cost  of  the  building  and 
gi  >unds,  is  about  fifty-two  hundred  dollars.  The  houses  in  North  and 
South  Annville  are  finely  located,  of  ample  size,  and  consructed  on 
approved  plans.  The.  one  in  Bethel  has  too  little  ground,  and  the  situa- 
ti<  Q  is  low;  hut  it  i3  substantially  built,  neatly  furnished,  and  a  decided 
improvement  on  the  other  houses  of  the  district.  The  buildings  in  Swatara 
are  frame,  and  amply  large,  but  without  special  Kieans  for  ventilation — too 
low  in  the  ceiling,  and  have  too  little  play-ground.  The  one  in  Union  is 
sufficiently  large,  and  has  nearly  an  acre  of  ground  attached.  The  aggre- 
gate cost  of  the  above  buildings  and  grounds  is  about  twelve  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Praiseworth}-  efforts  have  been  made  in  most  districts,  to  fulfill  the  re- 
quirements of  "first  class  school  houses." 

Teachers. — One  of  the  most  urgent  wants  of  the  system,  in  our  county, 
is  a  greater  number  of  professionally  educated  teachers.  It  is  true,  we 
have  a  goodly  number  of  efficient  teachers  who  have  reached  their  pres- 
ent standing  by  faithful  and  zealous  labor  in  the  school  room.  It  is 
equally  true,  however,  that  many,  too  many — enter  the  field  with  vague 
and  indefinite  ideas  of  professional  requirements  ;  ignorant  of  the  approved 
means  and  methods  of  teaching ;  and  much  precious  time  is  thus  wasted 
in  acquiring,  after  many  failures  and  disappointments,  that  technical 
knowledge,  which,  under  proper  training,  might  have  been  learned  in  a  few 
months. 

A  knowledge  of  the  art  and  thepry  of  teaching  is  not  less  essential  to 
tii.-  successtul  teacher  than  scholastic  attainments.     Without  it,  experience 
shown  that  the  best  scholars  often  prove  indifferent  instructors;  while 
of  moderate  acquirements,  by  training  in  this  art,  have  risen  to  emi- 
nence in  the  profession.     The  advantages  of  a  thorough  normal  training 
can  not  be  too  deeply  impressed  on  the  mind  of  cveiy  teacher.' 

St  laries. — The  salaries  of  teachers  have  been  graded  in  every  district 
-  luth  Lebanon.     The  new  plan  of  paying  teachers  according  to  the 
certificate  of  scholarship,  and  the  mark  received  in  practice  of  teaching, 
ha    been  adopted  in  Cornwall,  South  Annville,  Heidelberg,  North  Leba- 
non  and   Bethel.     In   these  districts,  the  directors  have  taken  a  lively  in- 
.'  in  the  school-,  and  good  work  has  been  accomplished  by  the  teachers. 

But  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  low  wages  paid,  is  a  serious  drawback  to  the 
ig  of  the  system.     Skillful  and  experienced  teachers  can  not  gen- 
procured   for  the  remuneration  offered.     A  salary  of  thirty-five 
month,  for  fiv<    or  six  months  of  the  year,  is  a  meager 
a  for  the  labor  and  expenditure  required  to  produce  a  well  qualified 
'  Some  of  those  now  employed  receive  ample  compensation;  but 
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such  as  are  earnest,  capable  and  faithful,  cannot  be  expected  to  starve  in 
the  work  of  elevating  their  race.  As  in  every  other  profession,  an  ade- 
quate compensation  will  command  the  highest  talent.  The  problem  may 
be  solved  by  simple  proportion;  double  the  salaries  of  the  teacher,  and 
you  double  the  efficiency  of  the  public  school  system. 

Visits  by  Directors. — It  is  with  pleasure  I  report  the  fact,  that  in  Corn- 
wall, North  Lebanon,  Londonderry,  North  and  South  Annville  and  Heidel- 
berg, the  directors,  in  a  body,  accompanied  me  in  visiting  the  schools. 
Renewed  life  and  energy  seem  to  pei'vade  teachers  and  pupils  where  there 
are  such  evidences  of  interest  on  the  part  of  school  boards.  Much  good 
may  be  done  in  this  way. 

Graded  Schools. — The  matter  of  graded  schools  in  rural  districts  has 
been  agitated  to  some  extent  in  our  county  during  the  past  year ;  but  thus 
far  without  any  definite  results.  On  this  subject,  as  on  all  others  of  an 
educational  character,  the  majority  of  the  people  must  first  be  led  to  see 
the  necessity  for  a  change. 

The  schools  of  North  Lebanon  Independent  district  were  graded,  and 
the  resulting  improvement  has  been  already  manifested. 

Exclusive  of  Lebanon  borough,  there  are  now  thirty-six  graded  schools 
in  the  county. 

Oral  Teaching. — In  at  least  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  schools  primary 
geography,  grammar  and  arithmetic  are  now  taught  orally.  The  success 
attending  the  efforts  in  this  direction  has  been  gratifying.  It  is  found 
that  primary  classes  make  more  genuine  progress,  and  become  more  pro- 
ficient in  a  given  time,  under  a  system  of  well-directed  oral  instruction, 
than  by  the  old  custom  of  placing  books  in  their  hands.  Teachers,  also, 
who  meet  with  success  in  imparting  instruction  orally,  become  more  effi- 
cient in  school  management,  and  rely  less  upon  text-books  in  conducting 
other  recitations. 

The  design  is  to  extend  oral  instruction  so  as  to  include  the  elements  of 
the  most  useful  of  the  natural  sciences. 

School  Examinations. — In  a  number  of  schools,  examinations  were  held 
at  the  close  of  the  term.  The  exercises  were  usually  interspersed  with 
music  and  recitations.  Such  examinations,  if  honestly  and  fairly  con- 
ducted, produce  good  results,  and  generally  enlist  the  interest  of  directors 
and  patrons.  Directors  have  been  urged  to  recpiire  an  examination  of 
e-ery  school  at  the  close  of  the  tern*. 

School  Grounds. — Little  has  been  accomplished,  thus  far,  in  the  im- 
provement of  grounds.  As  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  table  of  sta- 
tistics, few  buildings,  even  among  the  best,  have  a  sufficiency  of  play- 
ground. Few  of  these  grounds  are  enclosed ;  and  a  still  smaller  number 
have  been  planted  with  trees.     Fine,  large  grounds,  conveniently  laid  out, 
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and  adorned  with  trees,  are  quite  as  essential  as  are  line  school  buildings 
with  all  the  modern  conveniences. 

Improvement  has  been  urged  in  this  particular. 

'  ity  Institute. — Our  County  Institute,  as  usual,  was  well  attended. 
All  the  teachers  in  the  county,  with  oik-  exception,  were  present.  The  ex- 
ercises  were  unusually  interesting  and  practical.  Teachers,  generally, 
expressed  themselves  as  greatly  benefitted  b}*  the  instruction  given. 

Directors'  Convention. — A  convention  of  school  directors  was  held  in 
Lebanon,  on  Saturday,  August  3,  1872.  The  attendance  was  good,  and 
nearly  every  district  was  represented.  Among  the  subjects  considered, 
were  the  following:  Grade  in  teachers'  salaries;  district,  graded  and  high 
schools;  uniformity  of  text-books  ;  course  of  study  for  ungraded  schools  ; 
apparatus,  etc.  The  convention,  before  its  adjournment,  decided  upon  a 
plan  for  grading  salaries;  adopted  a  course  of  studies  for  ungraded  schools, 
and  took  some  preparatory  steps  toward  establishing  uniformity  of  text- 
books throughout  the  county. 

From  the  result  of  onr  experiment,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  if  conven- 
tions of  school  directors  were  held  in  every  county  annually  or  biennially, 
a  spirit  of  inquiry  might  be  awakened  among  those  who,  more  than  all 
others,  hold  in  their  hands  the  destinies  of  our  public  schools. 
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Houses. — The  whole  number  of  school  houses  in  the  county  is  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one,  of  which  ninety-seven  are  brick.  sixty-six  stone, 
twenty-seven  frame  and  one  log. 

New  Souses. — Five  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year:  two  in 
Salisbury,  one  in  Upper  Milford,  one  in  Washington  and  one  in  South 
Whitehall.  Those  erected  in  Salisbury  arc  good,  substantial  brick  build- 
ings, with  large  rooms,  but  the  ceilings  ought  to  be  a  little  higher. 

One  of  these  houses  was  built  on  the  site  of  an  old  one,  but  the  oilier 
created  a  new  sub-district.  The  one  in  Upper  Milford  is  a  substantial 
stone  building.  The  house  erected  in  Washington  is  a  large  brick  build- 
ing, and  in  st}de  of  architecture  is  equal  to  any  in  the  rural  districts  of  our 
county.  The  one  in  South  Whitehall  is  a  neat  frame  building,  neatly 
painted,  inside  and  outside,  and  capped  with  a  steeple,  in  which  swings  a 
sweet-sounding  bell.  The  last  two  mentioned  houses  have  large  rooms, 
with  high  ceilings,  and  side  rooms  or  closets  for  clothing  and  baskets. 
Both  rooms  are  furnished  with  patent  furniture  and  slates  for  black-board 
use. 
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In  Heidelberg  all  the  houses  were  repaired  and  painted.     Two  of  the 

houses  in  north  Whitehall  were  improved  by  building  additions  for  vesti- 
bules or  entries,  and  placing  a  neat  steeple  and  bell  over  each.     The  hoi 
were  also  otherwise  repaired  and  painted. 

According  to  instructions  given  in  the  Superintendent's  note  book,  we 
have  very  few  houses  that  are  properly  ventilated,  all  the  rooms,  how 
have  ventilation  by  means  of  lowering  windows,  transoms  over  doors,  or 
apertures  in  the  ceiling. 

A  few  of  our  houses  are  unfit  for  use,  while  quite  a  number  should  give 
way  for  better  and  more  comfortable  ones. 

Grounds.- — Seventy  houses  are  built  on  lots  that  are  of  sufficient  size-. 
Some  grounds  arc  neatly  fenced  and  planted  with  shade  trees,  while  some 
have  no  grounds  and  others  so  little  as  scarcely  to  deserve  mention. 
Every  school  house  ought  to  have,  at  least,  half  an  acre  to  an  acre  of 
ground,  to  afford  pupils  room  to  play  without  trespassing  on  adjoining 
property,  and  thus  avoid  considerable  annoyance  to  both  teacher  and 
others.  These  play  grounds  should  be  surrounded  with  good  fences  and 
planted  with  trees.  * 

Furniture. — Thirty-three  school  rooms  are  furnished  with  patent  furni- 
ture.    Six  were  furnished  during  the  year,  viz :  Three  in  Hanover,  one  in 

Emaus,  one  in  Washington  and  ose  in  South  Whitehall.  Nearly  all  the 
other  rooms  are  supplied  with  good  and  comfortable  furniture,  but  there 
are,  however,  some  that  have  desks  and  seats  which  are  injurious  to  the 
health  of  the  children,  or  else  are  very  inconvenient  for  both  pupils  and 
teacher. 

Apparatus. — Several  of  our  schools  may  be  said  to  be  well  supplied  with 
apparatus.  Many  of  the  others  have  full  sets  of  out-line  mops,  globes, 
and  charts,  while  othei-s  have  nothing  to  be  mentioned  under  this  head 
The  attention  of  directors  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  1'.  ts,  under 
"grounds,"  "furniture',  and  "apparatus." 

A  teacher  to  be  successful,  and  do  thorough  and  good  work  in  a  short 
time,  needs  a  great  many  things  ;  he  needs,  first  of  all,  a  large,  well  lighted 
and  ventilated  room,  with  a  high  ceiling;  comfortable  furniture,  and  this 
well  arranged;  a  large  black-board  with  good  surface,  a  set  of  out-line 
maps,  a  globe,  various  kinds  of  charts,  dictionary,  &c.     Directors,  in  many 

j  give  reasonable  excuses  for  not  supplying  the  schools  with  more  ap- 
paratus, by  saying  that  teachers  do  not  use  properly  what  they  do  supply  ;- 
and  1  am  sorry  to  own  that  we  have  some  teachers  that  are  guilty  of  this 
neglect.     Teachers  would  do  well  to  supply  themselves    with  apparatus, 

r  some  of  the  tools  they  have  to  work  with.     The  teacher  would  have 
the  advantage  of  always  having  the  same  "tools"  at  his  command,  in  case 
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of  a  change  from  one  district  to  another.  Directors  could  afford  to  pay 
1    tter  y  bo  a  teacher  that  comes  thus  supplied  than  to  one  misapplied. 

Schools. — There  are  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  schools  in  the  county, 
of  which  fifty  are  regularly  graded  and  live  temporarily.  The  schools  in 
all  the  boroughs  and  towns :  four  in  Hanover,  two  in  Upper  Maeungie,  two 
in  Washington  and  eight  in  Whitehall  townships,  are  graded..  In  most  of 
these  districts  ample  provision  is  made  in  buildings  to  accommodate  the 
schools  with  separate  rooms. 

In  Whitehall  township  there  are  now  three  two-roomed  houses,  and  a 
fourth  is  in  contemplation.  The  graded  schools  in  the  count}-,  wherever 
found,  do  well,  which  is  the  best  proof  that  we  can  have  to  establish  them 
wherever  practicable.  The  schools,  graded  temporarily,  had  an  assistant 
teacher,  for  a  part  of  the  term,  in  the  same  room  with  the  principal. 

The  following  school-;,  having  too  many  pupils  for  one  teacher,  should 
be  graded:  East  Catasauqua,  Schoenersville  and  Rittersville,  of  Hanover 
township  ;  Lynnport,  of  Lynn  township  ;  Kuhnsville,  of  Upper  Macungie 
township  ;  Alburtis.  of  Lower  Macungie  township;  and  Friedensville,  Hart- 
man's,  Centre  Valley  and  Coopersburg  schools  of  Upper  Saucon  township. 
Additional  school  accommodations  are  wanted  in  the  boroughs  of  Coplay 
and  Slatington,  and  in  West  Bethlehem,  Hanover  township.  Text-book? 
are  not  as  uniform  as  is  desirable.  The  classification,  as  a  general  thing, 
is  good.  In  a  few  cases,  teachers  advance  their  pupils  before  they  are 
ready,  into  higher  books  or  classes,  and  thus  retard  the  progress  of  the 
school.  Some  of  the  schools  were  very  irregularly  attended,  owing  to  the 
severity  of  the  winter,  snow  and  bad  roads. 

Term  and  Sahn-y. — The  salary  of  male  teachers  ranges  from  thirty  to 
one  hundred  dollars  per  month  ;  average  per  month  in  the  county,  (outside 
of  the  city  of  Allentown.)  forty-four  dollars  and  three  cents;  that  of 
female  teachers,  from  twenty  to  forty-three  .dollars  per  month;  average, 
thirty-three  dollars  and  forty-three  cents  per  month.  In  some  districts 
the  salary  is  fixed  according  to  qualifications  and  experience.  The  average 
salary  was  increased,  over  forty  of  last  year,  in  Catasauqua,  Upper  Milford, 
Millerstown  and  North  Whitehall.  The  average  length  of  term  was  six 
months  and  nine  days.  In  many  districts,  where  the  public  schools  are 
kept  open  less  than  the  maximum  term,  private  subscription  schools  are 
In  1  1  during  the  summer. 

Branches  Taught. — In  addition  to  the  common  branches,  some  of  the 
higher  arc  taught  in  a  number  of  the  schools.  Vocal  music  is  taught  as  a 
regular  branch  in  a  few  of  the  schools,  but  singing  is  practiced  in  nearly 
all  of  them.     The  Bible  is  read  in  all  the  schools. 

Teachers. — Of  the  teachers  employed,  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  are 
males  and  twenty-six  females,  and  twenty-nine  had  never  taught.     Three 
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hold  diplomas  from  StateNorm.il  schools;  twenty-seven  permanent  certifi- 
cates ;  eighteen  professional,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  pro1*  isional. 
Most  of  our  teachers  were  faithful  and  did  good  work,  but  I  am  sorry  to  ital 
that  we  had  some  failures.  Two  hundred  and  one  teachers  read  bo 
teaching,  and  a  large  number  read  some  educational  periodical.  Ev<  ry 
teacher  ought  to  read  some  books  on  teaching,  and  be  a  regular  reader  of 
the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  were  visited  once,  and  those  of  Catasau- 
qua,  Coplay,  Emaus,  Hanover,  Hokendauqua,  Millerstown,  Salisbury, 
Slatington,  Washington,  Whitehall  and  a  few  in  other  districts,  twice,  and 
some  three  times.  In  my  visitations,  I  took  notes  of  the  general  man- 
agement of  the  schools,  and  gave  such  suggestions  as  I  thought  proper. 
These  notes  formed  the  main  topics  for  remarks  and  discussions  at  teach- 
ers' meetings,  which  were  held  after  the  schools  had  been  visited.  I  was 
accompanied  by  fifty-tvv'o  directors  in  my  visitations.  I  attended  some  of 
the  school  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  term,  in  Whitehall  township. 
These  examinations  have  a  tendency  to  stimulate  both  teacher  and  pupil 
to  do  thorough  work,  more  so  than  if  no  examination  was  required. 

They  are  attended  by  parents,  and  friends  of  education,  but  not  as  well 
as  their  importance  demands. 

EDUCATIONAL   AGENCIES. 

Examinations  of  Teachers. — The  examinations  were  conducted  by  com- 
bining the  oral  and  written  methods.  They  were  attended  by  one  hundred 
and  three  directors,  and  a  large  number  of  citizens  who  manifested  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  the  examination.  Private  examinations  were  only 
granted  in  unavoidable  cases. 

Societies, — Literary  societies  were  formed  in  several  parts  of  the  county. 
These  societies  had  for  their  object  the  improvement  of  its  members,  and 
the  dissemination  of  general  information  in  the  community  where  they 
were  held. 

Meetings. — Generally  well  attended  meetings  of  teachers  and  directors 
wore  held  throughout  the  county,  in  which  educational  subjects,  pertaining 
to  the  schools  visited,  formed  the  topics  for  discussion,  in  which  were  in- 
cluded methods  of  teaching,  discipline  and  school  management  in  general. 
Teachers  and  directors  participated  in  the  exercises.  In  one  of  these  meet- 
ings, held  at  Fogelsvilie,  I  was  assisted  by  Rev.  A.  II.  Home,  principal 
Keystone  State  Normal  school  ;  Rev.  Kramlich,  from  Kutztown,and  R.  K. 
Buehrle,  City  Superintendent  of  Allentown.  They  addressed  the  audience 
in  the  evening.  These  gatherings  were  calculated  to  produce  a  good  un- 
derstanding between  teachers  and  school  officers,  and  a  more  uniform  sys- 
tem of  instruction  in  schools  of  the  same  district. 
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How  much  good  they  have  accomplished  the  future  will  show. 

Institut  s. — Teachers'  institutes  were  held  only  in  a  few  districts;  most 
of  them  voluntary  by  the  teachers.  The  institutes  were  successful,  and  did 
a  great  d  sal  of  good  in  posting  and  encouraging  the  teachers  attending  the 
some  in  their  responsible  work. 

There  was  iu  operation,  during  the  year,  a  good  joint  institute,  composed 
•me  of  the  teachers  of  Northampton  and  Lehigh  counties.  Meetings 
were  held, alternately,  in  the  above  named  counties,  at  different  places, 
every  four  or  or  live  weeks.  Holding  these  gatherings  in  different  places 
brings  th  i  wants  of  our  schools  to  the  attention  of  people  who  would  other- 
wise not  Income  acquainted  with  them.  They  become  interested  in  the 
cause  of  education,  and  assist  in  carrying  on  the  great  work,  and  encourage 
instead  of  discourage  the  same. 

County  Institute. — The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  at 
Allentown  during  the  week  commencing  December  30,  18T2,  and  continued 
in  session  live  days.  The  institute  was  pronounced  by  all  who  are  able  to 
judge  a  decided  success.  We  were  ably  assisted  by  Dr.  Franklin  Taylor, 
Rev.  A.  R.  Home,  Professors  N.  C.  Sheaffer  and  F.  K.  Bernd,  and  City  Su- 
perintendent 11.  K.  Buehrle.  Marry  of  our  teachers  did  excellent  work 
at  the  institute,  and  some  read  valuable  papers.  Evening  lectures  were  de- 
livered before  large  audiences  by  Dr.  Franklin  Ta\dor,  Rev.  A.  R.  Home, 
and  by  the  following  gentlemen  of  Allentown  :  Prof.  F.  X.  Braulick,  11.  E. 
Wright.  Esq.,  Prof.  M.  C.Richards,  of  Muhlenberg  College,  Reverends  S. 
K.  Brobst  and  J.  W.  Wood.  Some  of  the  clergymen  of  Allentown  were 
present  and  took  an  aciive  part  in  some  of  the  discussions.  Instruction 
was  given  in  the  common  branches,  and  methods  of  teaching  the  same. 
School  management,  in  general,  received  a  due  share  of  attention.  A  new 
2nd  valuable  feature  of  our  institute  was  the  introduction  of  music  by 
schools.  The  whole  number  of  teachers  attending  the  institute  was  two 
hundred  and  sixty-live;  forty-five  directors,  and  a  respectable  number  of 
citizens.  ,  The  highest  number  of  spectators  present  at  any  one  time  was 
about  five   hundred  and  fifty. 
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School  Houses. — Although  we  have  many  good  school  houses  with  com- 
fortable rooms,  seated  and  well  lighted,  yet  according  to  the  definition  in 
"  statistical  note  book,"  there  is  not  ©ne  first  class  school  house  with  gr<  a 
suitably  improved    in    Luzerne  county,  outside  of  the  cities.     Some  are 
badly  ventilated,  others  are  unpleasantly  located,  while  a  few  arc  unfit  for 
use.     There  would  be  a  vast  improvement  if  the  grounds  were  suitably  im- 
proved; fencing,  draining  and  grading  are  applied  to  farms  and  highv 
but  not  to  school  grounds.     It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  state  that  this 
matter  is  receiving  more  attention  from  directors  than  in  time  past.     '! 
is  shown  by  removing  school  buildings  from  bleak  hills  to  sunny  valleys, 
and  in  securing  larger  grounds. 

Nineteen  new  school  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  One 
in  Butler,  one  in  Blakely,  one  in  Foster,  one  in  Fairmount,  two  in  Hazel, 
one  in  Kingston  borough,  one  in  Kingston  township,  one  in  Lehman,  @ne 
in  Lake,  one  in  Madison,  one  in  Providence  borough,  one  in  Salem,  one  in 
Sugar  Loaf,  one  in  Union,  and  two  in  Newport. 

The  one  in  Kingston  borough  is  a  frame  building,  only  one  room,  but  is 
well  lighted  and  furnished  with  patent  desks.  Kingston  township  erected 
a  fine  two-story  brick,  3G  by  50,  with  ceilings  twelve  feet  from  the  floor. 
It  contains  four  rooms — one  large  room  on  the  second  floor,  one  on  the 
first  floor  for  primary  school,  and  two  recitation  rooms.  This  building  is 
an  honor  to  Kingston  township,  and  a  monument  to  the  intelligence  and 
enterprise  of  the  board  of  directors.  The  friends  of  education  in  Madison 
township  are  rejoicing  over  a  fine  frame  building  designed  for  a  graded 
school.  The  house  is  substantially  built,  well  painted  without,  the  wains- 
cotting  is  ash  with  oil  finish.  It  contains  three  rooms,  one  very  large  on 
second  floor  and  two  on  first,  with  large  cloak  rooms  and  broad  stairways. 
The  grounds  are  large  and  plenty  of  shade,  but  some  labor  will  be  required 
to  drain  a^id  grade  them. 

Providence  borough  completed  during  the  year  a  substantial  brick  build- 
ing at  Green  Ridge  designed  for  a  graded  school.  This  contains  five 
rooms,  well  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  slate  black-board.  The  build- 
ing is  very  pleasantly  located,  grounds  of  sufficient  size,  and  the  rooms 
will  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  count}-. " 

The  directors  of  Salem  township  erected  a  two-story  brick  building  at 
Beach  Haven,  Owing  to  local  jealousies  the  house  is  rather  small  for  the 
purpose.     The  house  is  pleasantly  located,  well  finished  and  furnished. 

The  new  house  in  Union,  about  one  mile  north  of  Shickshinny  borough, 
is  finely  located,  well  painted,  and  is  furnished  with  blinds.  Yet  the  direc- 
tors should  have  furnished  it  with  patent  desks. 
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'ions. — Forty-three  public  examinations  were  held  during  the 
year  at  which  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  applicants  were  examined.     Of 
this  number  four  received  professional  certificates,  thirty-six  were  rejected 
for  want  of  knowledge  in  the  branches  to  be  taught.     The  examinations 
were  well  attended  by  directors  and  citizens,  they  manifesting  much  in- 
terest in  the  exercises.     Examinations  were  not  held  in  every  distric 
this  could  not  be  done  in  a  county  containing  sixty-nine  districts,  and  an 
area  greater  than  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.     Two  or  three  districl  3  were 
combined,  and  this  prevented  some  boards  of  directors  from  attending  the 
examinations.     The  examinations  are  entirely  written,  and  when  the  cla  - 
arc  very  large,  they  are  extremel}'  laborious.     This  spring  we  ado]  ted  the 
method  used  by  Prof.  Allen,  of  Wayne  county,  and  think  it  far  superior 
to  the  old  method.     It  enables  one  to  fix  upon  a  uniform  standard  f  i 
jection  and  to  show  results  to  directors  and  applicants.     The  supp] 
teachers  in  the  county  is  not  equal  to  the  demand.     This  compels  d 
tors  to  employ  teachers  holding  a  low  grade  of  certificates  or  close  the 
schools.     In  a  few  localities  they  are  paying  salaries  according  to  grade  of 
certificates,  especially  having  regard  to  theory  and  practice  of  teaching. 
This  will  lead  to  beneficial  results,  for  any  teacher  who  will  not  improve 
under  such  circumstances  lacks  zeal  or  brains,  and  in  either  ruse  we  are 
better  off  without  them.     The  best  qualified  teachers  are  found  in  districts 
holding  a  semi-monthly  institute.     This  significant  truth  should  lead  to  a 
revision  of  the  law  making  attendance  two  da}*s  at  district  institute  part 
of  the  school  month. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county  have  not  been  visited  during  the  year.  Not 
being  experienced  in  the  work,  we  spent  the  greater  part  of  June  and  July 
in  copying  and  forwarding  reports,  holding  examinations,  and  endeavoring 
to  acquaint  ourselves  with  the  various  duties  pertaining  to  the  office.  The 
winter  was  unusually  severe,  the  snowdrifts  deep  and  sometimes  impassa- 
ble. Ignorant  of  the  situation  of  school  houses  and  of  the  roads  lea< 
to  them,  caused  us  to  travel  at  least  five  hundred  miles  more  than  necessary. 
Distance  traveled  during  year  3,755  miles,  nearly  all  in  private  conveyance. 
Have  siient  the  entire  year  in  official  duties,  and  are  convinced  that  there 
is  more  work  than  one  man  can  perform  satisfactorily.  Wrote  over  five 
hundred  letters  to  directors  and  rs,  besides  notices  of  examinations 

to  directors  and  the  pi 

The  schools  in  the  boroughs  and  thickly  settled  districts  are  progressing 

steadily,  but  in  some  of  the  rural  districts  I  fear  they  are  not  much  better 

>.     The  best  teachers  from  the  rural  districts  go  to  pla©f  s 

where  the  terms  are.  longer  and  the  salaries  greater.     This  compels  those 

icts  to  emplo}r  inexperienced  teachers. 
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The  standard  of  qualifications  is  higher  than  before,  and  find  this  is 
entirely  satisfactory  to  every  intelligent  director  and  progressive  teacher 
in  the  county.  Our  schools  are  becoming  more  popular  with  those  who 
are  able  to  educate  their  children. 

County  Institute. — The  annual  institute  was  held  in  West  Pittson,  com- 
mencing December  10,  and  continuing  five  days.  The  attendance  was 
greater  than  ever  before,  and  the  interest  unabated  till  the  close.  Deputy 
State  Superintendent  Henry  Houck  favored  us  with  his  presence  and  in- 
fused much  zeal  and  energy  by  his  stirring  speeches.  All  the  instruction 
was  given  by  the  teachers  of  the  county.  Professor  H.  D.  Walker,  of 
Madison  academy,  was  present  during  every  session  and  rendered  invalu- 
able services. 

Among  those  who  addressed  the  institute  were  Rev.  John  Hewitt,  of 
Bloomsburg  State  Normal  school,  Professor  David  Copeland,  principal  of 
Wyoming  seminary,  Rev.  W.  C.  Hesser,  and  Professor  D.  Gr.  Allen,  Super- 
intendent of  Wayne  county,  all  of  whom  deserve  honorable  mention.  The 
only  borough  or  city  superintendent  present  was  Superintendent  Neary  of 
Carbondale.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the  committee  who  assisted  me  in  the 
arduous  and  unusual  duties  connected  with  holding  an  institute.  The  hos- 
pitality of  the  citizens  of  West  Pittson  and  Pittston,  in  entertaining  the 
female  teachers,  can  not  be  over-praised.  For  their  kind  attendance  and 
interest  manifested  I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks.  Although  the 
attendance  was  greater  than  at  airy  previous  institute,  not  quite  one-halt 
the  teachers  in  the  county  were  present.  If  a  superintendent  must  hold 
an  institute,  it  should  be  compulsory  for  the  teachers  to  attend,  and  they 
should  receive  their  usual  salaries. 

Wants,  or  Obstacles  to  Improvement. — 1st.  Shortness  oftermin  the  several, 
districts,  ''boarding  around,"  and  the  pernicious  practice  of  dividing  the 
term  into  summer  and  winter  terms  with  a  change  of  teachers.     Want  of 
interest  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  parents. 

Want  of  Supervision. — This  county  is  entirely  too  large  for  one  man  to 
visit  all  the  schools,  even  once  during  the  year. 

Want  of  well  qualified  Teachers. — It  is  impossible,  under  present  salaries, 
to  secure  the  services  of  a  sufficient  number  of  well  qualified  teachers  to 
fill  all  the  schools,  taking  proficiency  in  the  branches  alone  as  a  standard. 
and  leaving  out  the  more  essential  skill  in  teaching. 

Although  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  like  all  salaries  pertainining  to  the 
system, barely  sustain  life,  yet  they  are  advancing  as  rapidly  as  the  quali- 
fications of  the  teachers.  They  should  prepare  themselves  for  the  work 
and  then  demand  remunerative  salaries. 

13  ScnooL  Rep. 
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To  the  press,  directors,  teachers  and  citizens  of  Luzerne  county,  we 
refefrn  our  sincere  thanks  formany  favors  conferred.  If  attending  t«  the 
vari<  i    with  zeal,  fidelity  and  impartiality,  will  in  any 

manner  cancel  the  debt  of  gratitude,  it  shall  not  all  be  left  unpaid. 
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T\"e  should  always  bear  in  remembrance  that  our  system  of  common 
schools  is  "one  of  the  people,  for  the  people  and  by  the  people,"  and  if  the 
high  and  holy  purposes  of  its  founders,  as  well  as  the  ardent  desires  of 
those  who  are  earnest!}'  laboring  to  perfect  its  machinery  and  augment  its 
usefulness  are  realized,  it  will  be  because  the  people  have  rallied  to  its  sup- 
port :  if  it  ceases  to  move  in  the  line  of  progress,  thereby  frustrating  the 
cherished  hopes  of  its  founders  and  earnest  advocates,  it  will  be  because 
they  have  withheld  their  sympathy  and  co-operation.  Upon  the  people, 
then,  rests  the  responsibility.  There  let  it  remain.  We  would  not  remove 
it  from  their  shoulders  if  we  could.  Any  real  or  imaginary  benefits  that 
might  ensue  from  a  system  in  which  the  people  have  little  or  no  voice  in 
its  administration,  would  not  counterbalance  the  violence  done  to  our  in- 
stitutions in  thus  ignoring  the  sovereignty  of  the  people. 

In  order  to  arouse  and  mould  a  favorable  sentiment  towards  our  schools 
and  education,  we  held,  as  an  experiment,  during  the  past  session,  five 
" branch  institutes,"  or  "people's  conventions,"  at  which  assembled  fifty 
directors,  seventy-live  teachers,  one  thousand  pupils  and  over  twenty-live 
hundred  citizens.  Previous  to  convening  the  institute,  the  schools  in  the 
vicinity  were  visited,  and  the  classification,  mode  of  teaching,  management 
and  discipline  noted  and  criticised  or  commended,  in  a  general  waj\  at  the 
convention.  Teachers  who  excelled  in  teaching  special  branches  were  ap- 
pointed to  exemplify  their  methods  by  conducting  class  drills  in  the  same 
with  their  pupils  at  the  meeting.  The  day  sessions  were  devoted  to 
methods  of  instruction.  Classes  were  formed,  from  the  pupils  assembled, 
and  the  plan  of  teaching  practically  exemplified.  Lectures,  addresses  and 
.discussions  occupied  the  evenings.  Fifteen  prizes,  varying  in  value,  from 
a  speller  to  a  comprehensive  dictionary,  were  awarded  by  the  Superinten- 
dent to  th:  best  spellers  of  the  public  schools.  The  trustees  of  the  Evan- 
gelical association  at  Centreville  and  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  at  Ly- 
coming and  Ilughesville,  generously  placed  their  churches  at  our  disposal, 
and  otherwise  aided  in  making  the  conventions  a  success.  The  impetus 
giv*n  to  the  <rause  of  education  cannot  be  over-estimated,  and  exceeded 
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the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  those  participating.     Among  others  the 
following  beneficial  results  ensued  : 

1.  Teachers'  weekly  meetings  or  institutes  were  thereafter  held  in  four 
of  the  districts. 

2.  Increased  visitations  of  the  schools  by  parents  and  directors. 

3.  The  labors  of  "  live  teachers  "  appreciated,  and  a  determination  not 
to  employ  "school  keepers  "  at  anj-  price. 

4.  The  pupils  are  incited  to  renewed  diligence  and  a  spirit  of  emulation 
manifested  among  the  several  schools. 

5.  The  people  manifesting  a  deep  concern  in  the  welfare  of  their  schools 
and  earnest!}'  inquiring :  "  What  can  we  do  to  increase  their  efficiency  ?" 

School  Houses. — It  is  conceded  that  commodious,  substantial  and  neatly 
furnished  school  buildings,  with  pleasant  surroundings,  are  the  exponents 
of  the  social  and  intellectual  status  of  a  community. 

The  ;'  school  shanties,"1  reminiscences  of  by-gone  days,  are  disappear- 
ing from  our  county,  and  in  many  districts  elegant  structures  are  taking 
their  places.  Thus  the  rising  generation  are  not  only  supplied  with  com- 
forts and  conveniences  while  attending  school,  but  their  impressible  hearts 
are  receiving  a  beneficial  influence  from  early  and  intimate  associations 
with  these  beautiful  architectural  structures. 

Fourteen  new  houses  were  erected,  during  the  3Tear,  in  the  following  dis- 
tricts : — One  in  Armstrong,  one  in  Brown,  one  in  Cascade,  one  in  Hepburn, , 
oaie  in  Loyalsock,  two  in  M'Intyre,  one  in  Moreland,  one  in  Munc}'  town- 
ship, two  in  Muncy  Creek,  one  in  Watson,  one  in  Plunkett's  Creek  and  one 
in  Wolf.  Most  of  these  are  comfortable  and  substantial  structures,  and 
generally  well  supplied  with  furniture. 

The  one  in  Armstrong  is  of  brick,  and  contains  two  rooms  for  a  graded 
school.  It  is  well  supplied  with  patent  furniture,  black-board  surface  and 
clothes  rooms.  The  building  is  pleasantl}"  located,  and  surmounted  by  a 
neat  belfry.  Entire  cost,  $5,500.  The  houses  of  this  district,  when  com- 
pleted, will  be  an  object  of  pride  to  the  people,  and  a  lasting  monument  of 
honor  to  the  public  spirited  directors  and  all  others  who  lent  them  a  help- 
ing hand. 

I  regret  to  state  that  112  buildings  have  not  suitable  out-houses.  Even 
in  public  places,  where  such  a  building  is  as  essential  as  the  school  house 
itself,  it  is  often  omitted.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  urge  their  erection. 
None  who  value  health  and  purity  of  thought  and  virtue  in  life  question 
th"  necessity  of  their  construction.  Parents,' who  provide  their  children 
with  home  conveniences  and  luxuries,  should  surround  them  with  the  com- 
forts of  common  decency  while  attending  school.  Funds  raised  from  the 
people  for  building  purposes  should  be  judiciously  expended  by  directors.  . 
A  house  constructed  of  poor  material  by  an  inferior  workman,  unsuitably . 
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located,  with  grounds  exposed  and  neglected,  and  the  internal  arrangenu  q1 
unadapted  for  school  purposes,  with  little  or  no  black-board  surface,  is.  to 
say  the  least,  a  useless  expenditure  of  the  people's  money. 

The  conference  of  Superintendents  held  in  Williamsport  in  June  last, 
duly  appreciating  the  necessity  of  a  well  considered  plan  before  erecting 
houses,  recommended  "that  directors  should  submit  their  plans  to  the 
County  Superintendent,  before  building  school  houses."  [f  past  Super- 
intendents had  been  consulted,  they  would  have  advised  the  const  ruction  of 
buildings  differently  arranged  from  many  that  are  at  present  in  use  in  the 
county,  and  which  could  have  been  erected  without  additional  expense. 
None  are  well  supplied  with  apparatus,  and  but  few  have  suitable  furniture. 
A  large  number  of  our  schools  cannot  reach  a  higher  degree  of  excellence 
unless  they  have  better  houses,  furniture  and  apparatus. 

SCHOOLS. 

Gradation. — Thirty  schools  are  graded.  While  a  few  of  these  are  thor- 
oughly graded,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  State,  yet  the 
greater  number  are  graded  only  in  name,  inasmuch  as  they  have  no  curri- 
culum of  studies  adopted,  or  if  they  have,  it  is  disregarded.  Some  classify 
■  and  grade  in  accordance  with  the  readers  used  alone,  while  in  others,  pu- 
i.pils  are  promoted  on  account  of  their  muscular  development — the  teachers 
in  tin-  lower  grades  being  unable  to  govern  them.  -V  premium  is  placed 
upon  misconduct  and  idleness.  Such  being  their  condition,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising, that  many  citizens  withhold  their  sympathy  and  support,  and  pa- 
tronize private  schools.     It  remains  for  the  directors  of  these  districts  to 

1st.  Adopt  some  approved  system  of  gradation  applicable  to  their  wants. 
;  and  arrange  a  course  of  studies. 

lid.  Rigidly  enforce  the  system. 

3d.  Have  stated  public  examinations  in  the  several  departments. 

4th.  Promote  pupils  who  complete  the  course  of  study  in  their  depart- 
ment, and  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  same. 

5th.  Visit  the  several  departments  at  least  twice  a  month.  This  can  be 
done  by  the  principal  of  the  school,  member  of  the  board,  or  a  district 
superintendent.   - 

Let  this  be  done,  and  ere  long  prejudice  and  stubborn  opposition  will 
disappear  before  the  inestimable  benefits  that  will  inevitably  flow  from 
such  a  systematic  course  of  procedure. 

In  Armstrong,  the  teachers  and  directors  were  in   favor  of  grading  the 

schools  of  Rocktown  and  Duboistown,  but  public  sentiment  prevented  them 

from  executing  their  plans.     We  convened  educational  meetings,  in  which 

the  subjec't  was  freely  discussed,  and  it  was  unanimously  decided  that  Ave 

»uld  proceed  to  arrange  a  course  of  study  and  grade   the   schools.     A 
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close  gradation  was  established  and  enforced,  which  gave  general  satisfa<  - 

tion. 

Classification. — One-half  of  the  schools  of  the  county  are  not  "  well  clas- 
sified," owing  to — (1)  Non-conformity  of  text-hooks ;  (2)  inability  of  teachers 
to  classify ;  (3)  pupils  not  having  the  necessary  text-books;  (4)  opposition 
of  patrons  and  directors.  In  these  schools  some  or  all  of  the  following 
! (ranches  were  not  taught:  English  grammar,  United  States  history,  men- 
tal arithmetic  and  geography. 

When  we  consider  the  talent,  time  and  treasure  expended  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  our  schools  and  then  behold,  in  many  localities,  an  unor- 
ganized and  unclassified  assemblage  of  boys  and  girls,  denominated  a 
school,  we  would  prove  recreant  to  our  trust  if  we  neglected  to  portray 
"  these  district  schools  as  they  are,"  and  failed  to  utilize  every  available 
agency  to  render  them  worthy  of  being  called  "colleges  for  the  people." 
Can  we  expect  that  such  schools  will  lay  broad  and  deep  the  foundations 
of  intelligence  among  the  masses  ? 

In  most  of  our  schools  denominated  well  classified,  a  course  of  study  is 
prepared,  the  pupils  are  arranged  into  three  or  four  divisions  and  instruc- 
tion given  in  all  the  common  school  branches,  thereby  laying  a  foundation 
for  future  progress.  Here  the  natural  aspirations  of  youth  are  not  chilled 
and  indifference  and  carelessness  are  unknown.  Here  is  where  the  seeds 
of  higher  culture  are  sown  which  ripen  in  after  years.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  state  that  these  schools  were  taught  by  skilled  teachers  who  were  deeply 
interested  in  their  work.  No  system  of  gradation,  classification  or  course 
of  study  will  prove  successful  if  handled  by  an  indifferent,  careless  or  ig- 
norant teacher. 

Ejvrnunationt.—Thh'iy-e'ighX,  public  examinations  were  held  during  the 
vear.  They  were  generally  conducted  on  the  oral  method,  but  when  prac- 
.  ticable,  on  the  oral  and  written  methods  combined.  Owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  well  qualified  teachers  several  were  licensed  conditionally.  In  the  fol- 
lowing districts  directors  were  present  at  the  examinations :  Armstrong, 
Brady,  Clinton,  Coganhouse,  Franklin,  Hepburn  Jackson,  Limestone, 
MTntyre,  Moreland,  Piatt,  Shrewsberry  and  Washington. 

Visitations. — The  Superintendent  was  accompanied  by  directors  in  his 
visitations  of  the  schools  of  the  following  districts  :  Anthony,  Armstrong, 
Brady,  Clinton,  Coganhouse,  Eldred,  Fairfield,  Franklin,  Hepburn,  Jack- 
son, Limestone,  Loyalsock,  Lycoming,  M'Intyre,  Moreland,  Montoursville, 
Plunkett's  Creek,  Piatt,  Shrewsbury,  Susquehanna  and  Washington. 

The  Lycoming  County  Normal  school,  in  charge  of  ex-Superintendent 
Heed  and  Rev.  J.  G.  Griffith,  received  its  usual  share  of  patronage.  The 
Superin  endent  gave  instruction  in  theory  and  practice  of  teaching,  when 
not  engaged  in  official  duties- 
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County  Institute. — The  annual  County  Institute  convene']  at  Jersey- 
Shore,  December  1G,  1872.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Hon.  J.  P. 
Wickersham,  Prof.  W.  W.  Woodruff,  Prof.  Roberts,  Rev.  Joel  Swartz,  P. 
1>.,  and  Prof.  J.  F.  Davis.  The  instruction  given  was  practical  and  well 
received.  Upon  visiting  the  schools,  after  the  institute,  we  found  many  of 
the  teachers  using  the  methods  presented  with  gratifying  success. 

A  prize  spelling  contest  was  conducted  by  Prof.  Woodruff.  The  prizes 
were  awarded  to  the  following  teachers:  Miss  Ada  Wells,  Miss  Jennie 
Hays,  Mr.  P.  T.  Bixler.  Miss  Eva  Gilday  and  Miss  Alice  Hall. 
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Hdt not*. — AVhole  number  in  operation  at  the  close  of  the  year,  eighty 
nine.  Some  new  ones  have  been  opened  during  the  year;  the  number  will 
l>e  further  increased  next  3*ear.  Two  graded  schools  are  maintained  during 
winter  terms — one  in  Smethport  borough  and  one  in  Bradford,  but  are  un- 
graded in  summer.  One  school  in  Liberty  was  graded,  but  there  being 
eleven  other  schools  in  the  district,  pecuniary  necessities  prevented  its  con- 
tinuance beyond  one  term.  The  incorporation  of  Bradford  borough  will 
increase  the  number  of  school  districts  from  fifteen  to  sixteen  next  year. 

Houses. — Whole  number,  eighty-four.  A  few  of  the  new  schools  still  oc- 
cupy temporary  quarters.  One  house  was  burned  last  winter  in  Eldred, 
shortening  the  term  very  much  in  that  sub-district.  Two  new  ones  were 
built,  one  in  Corydon,  the  other  in  Keating.  The  latter  was  finished  in 
fine  style,  and  furnished  with  patent  desks,  with  metallic  ink-wells  and  fold- 
ing seats,  the  second  one  so  furnished  in  that  district.  It  was  dedicated 
with  appropriate  exercises,  including  suitable  addresses  by  the  school  ofii- 
cers  of  the  district. 

The  houses  in  Sergeant  were  improved  and  re-painted.  Many  teachers, 
have  heretofore  been  careless  in  allowing  buildings  to  be  defaced  and  other- 
wise injured  by  thoughtless  and  destructive  pupils.  We  have  tried  to  pre- 
vent this  as  far  as  in  our  power.  Teachers  should  be  held  to  strict  pecu- 
niary accountability  for  'such  culpable  neglect  of  duty ;  and  should  this 
fail,  we  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  deal  severely  with  any  who  persist  in 
allowing  reckless  injury  and  destruction  of  property. 

Many  houses  lack  suitable  out-buildings.  The  associations  of  the  young 
should  always  be  in  accordance  with  the  strictest  propriety,  that  the  pub- 
lic school  be  not  found  to  be  a  school  of  corruption  as  well. 
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A  few  houses  (principally  in  Keating-,  Norwich  and  Hamilton)  have 
wood-closets  in  the  main  building  or  connected  with  it,  which  seems  an  ad- 
mirable arrangement;  and  some  in  Ceres  and  elsewhere  have  wood-sheds, 
but  all  these  are  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule.  There  is  great  need 
of  attention  to  this  kind  of  accommodation.  Neither  teachers  nor  pupils 
can  work  successfully  in  the  cold  days  of  winter,  if  uncomfortable  for  want 
of  good  and  dry  fuel. 

Most  of  our  houses  are  comfortable,  though  there  is  a  great  variety  in 
this  respect ;  too  many  are  furnished  in  a  style  ill-suited  to  the  convenieace 
of  children,  seats  and  desks  being  frequently  too  high  or  too  far  from  each 
other.  Many  houses,  that  are  otherwise  excellent,  are  defective  in  arrange- 
ments for  ventilation. 

There  is  much  yet  to  be  done  in  enlarging,  enclosing  and  beautifying  the 
grounds,  before  they  can  be  pleasant  and  attractive ;  but  as  the  county  is 
still  new  and  sparsely  populated,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  rapid 
and  extensive  improvements  in  advance  of  the  general  development  of 
our  resources. 

The  school  not  visited  in  Sergeant  was  in  a  remote  part  of  the  county, 
and  not  in  session  at  either  time  when  the  others  were  visited.  All  others 
were  visited,  nearly  all  of  them  twice,  some  three,  and  a  few  foftr  times,  as 
time  allowed,  and  circumstances  seemed  to  demand.  Efforts  were  made  to 
secure  the  company  of  directors  and  citizens  as  far  as  practicable. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  the  first  week  in  September,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  Prof.  J.  A.  Cooper,  of  Edinboro'  Normal  school,  as  instructor, 
whose  work  was  thorough  and  eminently  practical,  and  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  teachers.  Aid  was  also  rendered  b}^  S.  W.  Smith,  of  Pike  county,  and 
by  other  teachers  to  some  extent.  We  had  no  aid  from  home  talent,  which 
would  have  been  a  valuable  addition,  but  was  employed  in  other  directions. 
on  account  of  the  activity  and  excitement  of  the  political  canvass.  Rev 
C.  Cornforth  was  necessarily  absent  on  official  duty,  much  to  our  regret 
No  aid  was  received  from  the  clergy.  Fift}r-seven  teachers  were  present, 
which  may  be  considered  a  very  good  attendance,  compared  with  most 
previous  years.  By  the  degree  of  interest  and  attention,  as  well  as  num- 
ber in  attendance,  the  teachers  gave  encouragement  to  hope  for  still  grea- 
ter success  in  future. 

Thanks  are  due  the  3PKean  Miner,  in  this  connection,  for  aid  rendered 
by  notice  and  words  of  cheer,  as  well  as  for  the  generosity  shown  generall}' 
in  the  use  of  its  columns  for  the  promotion  of  educational  interests. 

Hindrances  to  Success. — Too  few  visits  to  schools  by  directors  and  pa- 
rents. 

Too  little  careful,  thorough  co-operation  by  parents  with  teachers  in  se- 
curin  g  regular  attendance,  and  maintaining  school  discipline. 
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Too  Little  care  by  directors  in  the  selection  of  teachers — the  most  availa- 
ble, the  cheapest,  or  the  most  importunate  applicants  being  sometimes  em- 
ployed, irrespective  of  whether  they  are  the  best. 

Neglect  of  teachers  to  attend  public  examinations,  and  directors  allow- 
ing them  to  commence  teaching  without  valid  certificates,  expecting  the 
Superintendent  to  examine  them  when  visiting  the  school. 

Neglect  of  some  teachers  to  attend  institutes,  to  read  works'  on  teaching, 
to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  history,  and  otherwise  to  improve  themselves. 
Efforts  have  been  made  to  effect  a  change  in  these  respects  with  some  suc- 
cess, and  more  is  hoped  for  in  future.  1  am  endeavoring  to  raise  the  grade 
of  teachers,  by  requiring  a  higher  standard  of  qualifications  at  each  suc- 
cessive examination. 

In  conclusion,  I  return  my  cordial  acknowledgments  to  the  directors 
who  accompanied  me  in  my  visits  and  examinations,  hoping  that  I  may 
still  have  their  co-operation,  and  to  all  the  old  and  new  friends  whose  hos- 
pitality I  enjoyfid  on  my  tours  of  duty. 
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EDUCATIONAL   PROGRESS. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  educational  interests  of  the 
county  have  steadily  advanced  during  the  past  year,  although  the  progress 
made  has  not,  in  some  respects,  been  entirely  satisfactory.  Teachers,  as  a 
rule,  have  displayed  increased  zeal  in  their  calling.  Directors,  generally, 
in  employing  teachers,  have  manifested  more  anxiety,  than  in  previous 
years,  to  secure  the  best  talent.  The  people  also  appear  to  take  a  deeper 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  The  statistical  report,  herewith  trans- 
mitted, exhibits  some  encouraging  facts.  The  "average  school  term  in  the 
county  is  now  about  six  and  three-fifths  months — increase  during  past  year 
about  one-fifth  of  a  month.  In  Clarksville,  llempiield,  E.  Lackawannock, 
Lake.  New  Lebanon,  Perry,  West  Salem  and  Sheakleyville,  the  term  was 
i  icreased  one  month  ;  in  Middlesex,  twomonths  ;  in  Sandy  Lake  borough, 
three  months. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  average  salaries  of  teachers  in  four- 
fifths  of  the  districts  of  the  county.  French  Creek,  Hempfield,  James- 
town, Mill  Creek,  Perry,  Springfield,  Sheakleyville,  Pymatuning  and  other 
districts,  have  made  commendable  progress  in  this  particular. 

The  principal  of  the  Sharon  Union  school  received  one  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  dollars  per  month,  an  increase  of  twenty  dollars  per  mouth 
over  the  amount  he  received  the  year  before. 
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Skenango  and  Liberty  have  increased  the  salaries  of  their  teachers 
twenty-five  per  centum,  and  abolished  "boarding  round."  This  is  a  move 
m  the  right  direction.  It  is  high  time  this  ancient  and,  at  present,  very 
objectionable  custom  of  "  boarding  round"  was  entirely  abolished  through- 
out Mercer  county. 

New  Houses. — Eleven  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  at  a  total 
cost  of  about  $18,000,  located  as  follows: — In  Tine  one;  in  Wolf  Creek, 
one  ;  in  Sandy  Lake,  one ;  in  Pymatuning,  one ;  in  West  Lackawannock, 
one;  in  Hickory,  one;  in  Skenango,  one;  in  Liberty,  one;  in  Jackson, 
one  ;  in  Eindley,  two. 

These  houses  have,  as  a  rule,  been  constructed  on  improved  plans,  are 
Suitably  furnished  and  pleasantly  located.  Jackson,  Eairview,  Cool  Spring, 
East  Lackawannock  and  West  Lackawannock  are  now  supplied  throughout 
with  first  class  school  houses.  Findlay,  Shenango,  Hickory,  Liberty,  Wolf 
Creek,  and  other  districts,  will  soon  complete  the  good  work  of  providing 
for  these  material  wants  of  their  schools. 

Sharon  will  erect  a  Union  school  building  during  the  coming  year,  at  a 
oost  of  about  $9,000. 

Apparatus. — The  Sharon  directors  supplied  their  Union  school  with 
philosophical  and  other  apparatus,  at  a  cost  of  about  $350. 

About  fifty-four  schools  in  the  county  are  now  supplied  with  reading- 
cards,  penmanship  charts,  geographical  maps,  black-board,  call-bell,  globe, 
unabridged  dictionary,  &c.  Many  others  have  geographical  maps  and 
charts. 

It  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  about  fifty  schools  in  the  county  have  no 
apparatus  whatever !  Some  of  the  teachers  are  either  too  ignorant  or  too 
indolent  to  make  a  proper  use  of  the  maps,  charts,  globes,  &c. ;  but  the  en- 
ergetic, progressive  teacher  does  not  wish  to  be  without  them.  When  will 
directors  realize  the  importance  of  supplying  their  schools  with  these  very 
valuable  aids  ? 

Oral  Method*. — Some  of.  the  active  teachers  of  Sandy  Lake,  Hickory, 
and  in  a  few  other  districts,  were  eminently  successful  in  the  oral  method 
of  imparting  instruction.  Teachers  should  give  more  attention  to  this 
method  of  teaching,  and  not  depend  so  much  upon  the  text-book.  Oral 
teaching  will  interest  and  benefit  the  pupil,  and  it  is  one  of  the  best  tests 
of  the  teacher's  ingenuity,  and  of  his  ability*-  to  impart  instruction. 

New  Districts. — Two  new  districts  were  organized  during  the  year — 
Bethel  (Independent)  and  Wheatland  borough.  The  Wheatland  directors 
indicated  tkeir  liberality  by  keeping  their  schools  open  ten  months. 

The  Number  of  Schools. — The  whole  number  of  schools  in  the  count}'  is 
two  hundred  and  .eighty-four,  an  increase  of  ten  during  tke  past  year. 
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Graded  Schools. — There  are  sixty-lour  graded  schools  in  the  county, 
vix  of  which  were  graded  daring  the  year. 

Teachers. — Some  of  the  teachers  made  special  preparation  for  their  work, 
and  their  qualifications  indicated  commendable  improvement.  A  few  at- 
tended the  State  Normal  school  at  Edihboro.'  Many  were  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  the  practice  of  teaching  :  others  succeeded  reasonably  well.    Only 

three  failed  entirely. 

Schools. — The  improvement  in  the  discipline,  classification  and  general 
character  of  many  of  our  rural  schools  is  highly  satisfactory.  A  majority 
of  the  graded  schools  have  attained  a  high  degree  of  efficiency.  The  High 
schools  of  Sharon,  Mercer  and  Greenville  are  doing  a  good  work  for  t lo- 
calise of  education.  We  have  uniformity  of  text-hooks  in  nearly  every 
district  in  the  count}-.  Vocal  music  was  taught  in  only  fourteen  schools. 
The  Bihle  is  read  in  nearly  all  the  schools  of  the  county. 

OTHER  EDUCATIONAL  AGENCIES. 

The  Normal  school  at  Edihboro'  supplied  us  with  about  forty-five 
teachers  during  the  year,  many  of  whom  gave  excellent  satisfaction.  The 
Pine  Grove  academy,  the  Jamestown  seminary,  and  other  private  schools 
in  the  county,  have  done  a  good  work.  About  ninety  teachers  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  advantages  these,  schools  afforded.  One  of  the  subscrip- 
tion schools,  taught  in  the  county,  proved  to  be  almost  worthless. 

County  Institute.- — The  County  Institute  convened  at  Greenville  on  the 
18th  of  November,  and  continued  in  session  five  and  one-half  days.  The 
number  of  members  enrolled,  170;  average  daily  attendance,  116.  There 
would  doubtless  have  been  a  much  larger  attendance  of  teachers,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  interruption  of  travel  at  the  time,  occasioned  by  the  preva- 
lence of  the  horse  epidemic. 

Instruction  was  given  in  primary  methods,  object  lessons,  theory  of 
teaching,  calisthenics,  and  in  the  branches  usually  taught  in  our  common 
schools. 

The  principal  instructors  were  Frof.  A.  Burtt,  of  Pittsburg,  Miss  Emma 
Garfield,  of  Busti,  N.  Y..  Prof.  J.  A.  Cooper,  of  Edinboro'  and  Miss  Flora 
T.  Parsons,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Lecturers. — Rev.  II.  W.  Roth,  of  Greenville,  Pa. ;  Rev.  B.  M.  Kerr  and 
Rev.  D.  R.  French,  D.  D.,  of  Mercer;  Rev.  Thomas  K.  Beecher  and  Theo- 
dore Tilton. 

The  active  and  progressive  teachers  of  the  county  were  present,  and 
some  of  them  contributed  much  towards  making  the  institute  a  success. 

Mercer  county  is  rapidly  increasing  in  wealth  and  population.  In  min- 
eral and  agricultural  resources,  and  railroad  facilities,  she  is  surpassed  by 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY.  128 

few  counties  in  the  State.  We  hope  that  her  schools  will  keep  pace  with 
her  other  improvements,  and  that  in  educational  spirit  she  will  yield  tin- 
precedence  t'o  none. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  directors,  teachers  and  citizens,  for  their  kind- 
ness and  hospitality. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY J.  M.  Bell. 

The  statistical  reponfc  herewith  submitted  differs  very  materially  in  some 
particulars  from  that  of  previous  years,  inasmuch  as  the  directions  given 
in  the  January  number  of  the  School  Journal  were  strictly  observed. 
While  I  have  only  reported  six  ((3)  first  class  houses,  there  is  a  large  num- 
ber of  very  good  ones  in  the  count}-,  only  that  the  ceiling  is  less  than  twelve 
(12)  feet  in  height,  or  no  case  for  books  and  apparatus.  While  many  are 
supplied  with  good  and  comfortable  desks,  yet  they  lack  chairs  for  visitors, 
seats  for  resitations  or  case  for  books.  While  none  of  our  schools  are  en- 
tirely destitute  of  apparatus,  and  while  a  large  number  contain  many  of 
the  items  enumerated  under  the  head,  well  supplied  with  apparatus,  yet 
none  contained  all,  consequently  none  reported.  The  seventy-six  (76)  re- 
ported as  badly  ventilated  have  no  other  provision  than  that  which  is  fur- 
nished by  apertures  in  ceilings,  transoms  over  doors,  or  lowering  and  raising 
windows.  A  large  number  of  the  eighty-seven  (87)  reported  without  suit- 
able privies  have  privies,  but  are  not  properly  located,  nor  kept  in  proper 
condition.  Having  referred  to  this  matter  in  my  last  report,  I  refrain  from 
saying  anything  now,  other  than  expressing  a  hope  that  the  citizens  of 
Milflin  county  will  soon  awake  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  in  this  direction. 

House*. — Six  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  In  Armagh,  Brat- 
ton,  Lewistown,  Menno,  Union  and  Wayne,  each  one.  All  the  new  houses 
are  brick  or  stone,  save  the  one  in  Bratton,  which  is  a  neat  frame  or  plank 
building,  costing  from  $600  to  $300.  The  mistake  that  was  made  a  few 
years  since,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  many  of  the  citizens  at  the  time,  but 
being  in  the  minority  they  had  no  redress.  In  Armagh  district,  Milroy,  was 
corrected  by  erecting  what  should  have  been  done  then,  a  building  con- 
taining four  rooms.  The  main  building  is  50  by  32  feet,  two  stories  high, 
two  rooms  on  each  floor,  communicating  with  each  other  by  doors  between. 
A  vestibule  looms  up  in  front  of  main  building,  8  by  34,  which  serves  for 
halls  and  stairways.  The  cupola  contains  one  of  Blymire's  &  Norton's 
gchool  bells.  The  building  is  well  lighted  throughout ;  two  of  the  rooms 
furnished  with  Bancroft's  patent  Gothic  desks  ;  the  other  two  will  be  fur- 
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nished  in  the  same  manner  during  the  coming  summer.  The  ventilation  ia 
complete.  The  cost,  including  furniture,  &c,  will  be  about  §4,000.  The 
one  in  Union,  one  room  (brick)  28  by  36,  costing  $1,500,  is  equally  well 
lighted,  ventilated  and  furnished.  The  one  in  Menno  (brick)  contains  two 
rooms  with  folding  doors  between.  Uoth  rooms  are  large,  comfortable,  well 
lighted,  an  I  convenient,  costing  some  $2,000  to  $2,500.  Though  the  cost 
of  these  buildings  is  considerably  in  advance  of  what  school  houses  cost 
in  former  days,  yet  the  people,  generally,  regarding  them  in  their  trite 
light,  good  houses — are  not  disposed  to  complain.  The  directors,  to  whose 
care  they  have  been  entrusted,  certainly  deserve  much  praise  for  having 
had  sufficient  courage  to  stem  all  opposition  in  favor  of  the  right,  and  were 
it  possible  for  young  America,  at  the  present  day,  to  manifest  an  appre- 
ciating spirit,  there  would  be  many  to  invoke  blessings  upon  them  for  their 
philanthropic  work.  The  one  in  Lewistown  is  not  finished  but  is  progress- 
ing finely  and'will  be  completed  in  time  for  the  coming  school  term.  It  is. 
certainly,  a  very  fine  superstructure,  and  will  not  only  be  a  blessing  but  an 
ornament  to  the  place,  but  not  being  completed  we  can  not  report  elalx>- 
rately  at  present.  The  house  in  Wayne  is  a  neat  stone  building,  35  \>y  25, 
furnished  with  improved  desks,  costing  about  $1,000,  $G50  being  appro- 
priated by  the  district  and  the  balance  secured  by  private  contributions  by 
the  contractor,  Mr.  Grube,  manager  and  proprietor  of  Matilda  furnace, 
where  the  building  is  located,  thus  supplying  a  want  that  has  long  been 
felt,  inasmuch  as  the  nearest  school  heretofore  was  about  two  and  one-half 
miles  distant,  and  as  a  consequence,  many  of  the  children  in  that  vicinity 
failed  to  attend  school  at  all.  The  35  or  40  pupils  that  attend  the  school, 
except  the  number  of  non-attendants,  remains  about  the  same  as  last  year, 
yet  we  could  ask  no  better  indication  of  educational  progress  than  that 
furnished  by  having  the  educational  wants  of  the  rising  generation  sup- 
plied, in  erecting  good  and  comfortable  school  houses  with  all  the  modern 
improvements,  without  regard  to  expense. 

County  Institute  convened  in  the  court  house  at  Lewistown,  and  con- 
tinued five  days  with  evening  sessions.  There  were  ninety-six  of  the  actual 
teachers  in  the  county  present,  most  of  them  during  the  entire  week,  be- 
sides a  number  of  directors,  retired  teachers,  and  visitors  from  all  parts 
of  the  county.  Many  of  our  teachers  took  quite  an  active  part  in  the 
work,  and  but  few,  if  any,  failed  to  be  impressed  with  its  importance.  A 
more  general  interest  and  a  higher  appreciation  of  institute  work  might  be 
infused  throughout  the  county,  could  we  change  the  place  of  holding  it, 
but  Lewistown  is  the  only  place  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  a  body 
of  such  magnitude.  The  interest  and  success  compared  very  favorably 
with  that  of  previous  years.  Independent  of  the  work  done  by  teachers, 
the  exercises  during  the  day  sessions,  lectures  and  readings  in  the  even- 
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ings  were  conducted  by  Professor  F.  A.  Allen,  Hon.  J.  I'.  Wickersham, 
State  Superintendent,  Dr.  Johnston,  Miss  Flora  S.  Parsons  and  Professor 
Hull,  all  of  whom  labored  faithfully  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  insti- 
tute. To  the  clergy,  editors  of  county  papers,  citizens  of  Lewistown  and 
county,  the  institute  is  much  indebted,  not  only  for  their  many  kindly  ex- 
pressions and  words  of  cheer,  but  for  valuable  service  rendered  by  lending 
a  helping  hand  to  promote  its  interest. 

District  Institute-:. — None  were  held  that  were  encouraged  by  the  district. 
yet  the  teachers  in  Oliver  district,  as  has  been  their  custom  for  two  years 
past,  met  regularly  for  mutual  improvement,  and  its  influence  was  salutary 
not  only  on  teachers  but  on  others  who  were  influenced  to  attend  and  par- 
ticipate in  the  exercises.  The  teachers  of  Lewistown,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  themselves,  declined  holding  or  attending  the  district  institute, 
and  chose  rather  to  teach  two  daj's  in  each  month  in  its  stead. 

Conclusion. — In  view  of  what  has  been  stated,  we  certainly  have  reason 
to  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  our  schools  are  attaining  a  higher  grade,  and 
that  each  year  finds  them  receiving  more  and  closer  attention  from  direc- 
tors and  teachers.  "While  the  grading,  in  some  instances,  is  sadly  deficient, 
aaxl  supervision  by  directors  entirely  neglected,  yet  the  number  of  graded 
schools  is  increasing  each  year,  and  directors  all  over  the  county  are  giving 
tangible  evidence  of  increased  interest,  in  erecting  houses  that  are  a  credit 
to  the  districts  to  which  they  belong.  While  we  are  proud  to  bear  testi- 
moity  to  the  moral  and  religious  character  of  a  very  large  majority  of  our 
teachers,  yet  we  are  not  blind  to  the  fact  that  there  are  a  few  whose  influ- 
ence for  good  is  not  always  unquestionable,  and  that  I  might  be  more  fully 
advised  in  this  matter,  I  had  printed  certificates  placed  in  the  hands  of  direc- 
tors relative  to  the  deportment,  faithfulness,  morality,  punctuality,  &c,  of 
teachers,  requesting  them  to  fill  and  return  at  the  close  of  the  session,  but 
for  some  reason,  I  hope  satisfactory  to  themselves,  but  few  boards  have 
complied.  While  we  do  not  expect  to  find  perfection  in  teachers,  particu- 
larly as  long  as  immorality  of  almost  every  shade  reigns  to  an  alarming 
extent  in  the  highest  places  of  trust  and  honor,  yet  since  the  youth  of  to- 
day are  to  be  the  future  fathers,  mothers,  governors  and  statesmen,  let 
directors,  parents  and  teachers  see  to  it  that  the  principles  of  morality  and 
religion  arc  properly  and  judiciously  inculcated",  and  then  may  we  expect 
to  reap  the  benign  influences  that  such  principles  only  can  produce.  I  am 
under  the  same  obligations  that  were  expressed  in  my  last  report  to  the 
editors  of  county  papers  and  the  good  people  of  Mifflin  county. 
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MONROE  COUNTY.— J.  E.  Fruttchet. 

A  marked  improvement  in  methods  of  teaching  is  taking  place  in  out 
schools. 

One  or  two  teachers  have  failed,  and  a  few  more  have  been  not  manj  re- 
moves from  "very  poor,"  vet.  taken  as  a  whole,  the  schools  of  the  county 
are  showing  an  encouraging  mental  growth.  For  the  past  three  years  I 
have  urged  the  more  general  introduction  of  geography,  grammar  and  his- 
tory of  the  United  States  into  the  schools.  Two  years  ago  a  very  small 
proportion  of  pupils  capable  of  pursuing  these  branches  were  being  taught 
them.  It  pleases  me  now  to  write,  that  each  year  an  increasing  number  is 
being  instructed  in  them.  For  the  year  ending  June,  1871,  but  25  were  re- 
ported studying  history.  For  the  year  ending  June,  1873,  the  number  has 
increased  to  137.  The  measure  is  not  yet  full,  but  there  is  encouragement 
in  the  progress  made.  More  teachers  of  an  advanced  grade  are  needed. 
To  supply  each  school  with  such  a  teacher  would  be  difficult — almost  im- 
possible. To  remedy  this  difficulty,  directors  should  provide  one,  two  or 
three  schools  (according  to  the  necessity  of  the  case)  in  each  district,  in- 
which  advanced  studies  should  be  taught,  and  to  which  all  the  pupils  of  the 
district  found  qualified  could  have  aocess.  Thus  with  a  few  schools  of  an 
advanced  grade,  with  their  teachers  at  good  salaries,  and  the  remaining 
schools  taught  as  primaries,  better  instruction,  at  about  the  same  expense 
that  the  present  system  incurs,  could  be  secured. 

Kellersville,  Fennersville,  Tannersville,  Brodheadville,  Kresgeville,  Effort, 
Craigs  Meadow,  Plains  and  a  site  near  Stroudsburg,  in  Strouds  township, 
are  among  the  places  that  should  be  selected  for  such  graded  schools.  The 
directors  of  Coolbaugh  and  Ross  have  each  built  an  excellent  house  dur- 
ing the  year.  In  Eldred,  the  citizens  of  Christman's  sub-district  built  a 
id  substantial  house.  The  furniture  of  the  house  in  Coolbaugh  was  pro- 
cured of  J.  A.  Bancroft  it  Co.  That  of  the  houses  in  Ross  and  Eldred  is 
of  the  ••home  made"  pattern,  though  convenient  and  substantial. 

A  lack  of  apparatus  prevails,  to  a  great  extent,  throughout  the  county. 
The  black-boards  will  average  less  than  20  feet  of  surface  to  each  school, 
au  I  about  50  percent,  of  this  is  designated,  in  my  note-book,  as  unfit  for 
use. 

In  a  former  report,  the  districts  provided  with  out-line  maps  and  globes 
were  named.  The  majority  of  schools  are  yet  without  them.  No  schools 
are  provided  with  dictionaries  or  gazetteers.  Although  these  articles  are 
wanting, the  attention  of  directors  has  not  been  called  to  this  deficiency, 
except  in  special  cases.  The  majority  of  districts  are  levying  considerably 
more  than  the  "average"  school  tax,  and  this,  with  the  "war  taxes"  not 
yet  disposed  of,  makes  the  burden  rather  onerous.     As  can  be  seen  by 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY.  1  21 

reference  to  the  statistical  tables,  numbers  of  our  districts  have  taxed 
themselves  to  the  limit  required  by  law,  and  in  one  instance  beyond  this 
limit.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise,  therefore,  that  they  should  fail  in 
procuring  all  the  apparatus  desirable.  Notwithstanding,  as  the  several 
districts  get  rid  of  their  "bounty  taxes,"  their  directors  talk  freel}'  of  im- 
provements to  be  made  in  the  schools — better  salaries,  good  teachers,  more 
apparatus  and  longer  terms. 

By  the  accompanying  statistical  table,  it  will  be  seen  no  houses  are  re- 
ported as  "  first-class."  The  houses  at  Tobyhanna  Mills,  Bushkill,  East 
Stroudsburg,  Delaware  Water  Gap  and  Kellersville  are,  however,  essen- 
tially of  this  class,  being  amply  large  and  warm,  having  plenty  of  air,  light, 
good  furniture  and  black-board  surface. 

The  teacher's  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  last  week  in  Novem- 
ber, l;s72.  The  instructors  were  Professors  Woodruff,  Coffin  and  Baer. 
The  evening  lecturers  were  J.  Savage,  Esq.,  Prof.  Coffin  and  Hon.  J.  P. 
Storm.  The  instruction  given  by  these  men  was  not  excelled  by  any  for- 
mer institute.  The  institute  work  was  intended  to  supply  instruction  in 
those  branches  in  which  man}-  of  the  teacheis  were  found  deficient  at  the 
last  annual  examination,  and  I  regret  to  state  that  the  list  of  absentees 
was  made,  for  the  most  part,  from  this  very  class.  I  am  no  great  admirer 
of  compulsory  attendance,  but  if  it  is  to  have  a  trial  in  this  State,  I  am 
not  sure  but  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  apply  it  first  to  the  attendance  at 
teachers'  annual  institutes. 
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School  Houses. — Whole  number,  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight;  fifty  of 
these,  according  to  requirements  of  Department,  are  unfit.  There  is  one 
frame  building;  the  rest  are  either  brick  or  stone.  There  are  three  or  four 
other  frame  buildings,  belonging  to  private  individuals,  used  temporarily 
for  school  purposes.  Abington,  Upper  Hanover,  Upper  Merion,  Pennk- 
burg,  Pekiomen,  Pottsgrove  and  Whitemarsh,  each  built  one  good  sub- 
stantial house.  Those  in  Abington,  Upper  Merion,  Perkiomen  and  White- 
marsh,  are  stone,  the  others  are  brick ;  those  in  Upper  Hanover,  Penns- 
burg,  Pottsgrove  and  Whitemarsh,  are  very  fine  two-story  houses.  These 
buildings  cost  from  $1,500  to  $3,500.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  record  these 
marks  of  progress  ;  and  the  signs  of  the  times  indicate  a  still  greater  im- 
provement, because  a  laudable  emulation  exists  amongst  the  directors  of 
the  different  districts  to  have  their  houses  compare  favorably  with  the 
best. 
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Furniture. — Lower  Salford  furnished  one  building  with  new  furniture; 
Conshohocken,  Upper  Hanover,  Upper  Merion,  Horriton,  Pennsburg, 
Lower  Providence  and  Pottstown,  each  furnished  one;  Cheltenham,  Per- 
kiomen  and  Pottsgrove,  each  two,  and  Whitemarsh  three  rooms,  with  best 
iron-frame  desks. 

Graded  Schools. — There  are  sixty-nine  graded  schools;  lour  were  graded 
during  the  year,  and  twelve  more  should  be  graded  during. the  coming 
year.  With  regret  be  it  said,  three  graded  schools  were  discontinued  dur- 
ing the  present  year.  Schools,  by  all  means,  should  be  graded  where  prac- 
ticable; and  when  once  graded,  the}' should  be  so  continued,  if  possible. 
The  great  advantages  of  properly  graded  schools  no  one,  at  this  day,  will 
pretend  to  question. 

Teachers. — There  are  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  male,  and  one  hun- 
dred female  teachers.  Again,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  female 
teachers  is  gaining  on  that  of  the  male  ;  and  taking  everything  into  con- 
sideration, this  seems  to  be  the  necessary  consequence,  for  our  best  quali- 
fied male  teachers  can  do  better,  financially,  elsewhere  and  in  other  busi- 
ness, and  of  course  they  do  better.  This  leaves  a  vacancy  for  others  ;  and 
competent  female  teachers  are  preferred  to  indifferent  or  young  and  inex- 
perience*! male  teachers.  As  our  schools  now  are  generally  constituted, 
the  evident  tendency  is  to  employ  female  teachers.  Children  should,  in  the 
school  room  as  well  as  elsewhere,  be  influenced  every  hour  of  their  lives  by 
examples  of  amiability,  gentleness,  patience  and  correct  taste.  This  being 
the  case,  woman  is  pointed  to  as  the  best  fitted  to  instruct  the  rising  gen- 
eration. 

Mural  Instruction. — Nearly  all  the  schools  are  opened  wjth  prayer,  sing- 
ing, or  by  reading  a  portion  of  Scripture  ;  some  are  closed  with  prayer  and 
singing.  While  we  entertain  the  flattering  opinion  that  the  great  majority 
of  our  teachers  are  alive  to  their  duties,  morally  and  religiously,  it  must 
be  confessed  that  there  arc  a  few  drones,  a  few  laggards,  a  few  whose  labors 
would  prove  more  successful  in  different  employ.  Upon  the  whole,  how- 
ever, if  is  not  becoming  to  complain  too  much  of  occasional  dereliction  in 
duty,  for  nowhere  amongst  men  need  we  look  for  perfection. 

Apparatus. — All  the  schools  have  black-boards;  some,  however,  not  to 
the  extent  necessary.  Directors  should  be  careful  to  supply  sufficient 
black-board  surface  to  exercise  a  whole  class  at  onetime.  A  large  num- 
ber have  outline  maps,  globes  and  astronomical  charts.  Many  have  elo- 
cutionary, spelling  and  reading  charts — all  should  have  these.  Some  di- 
rectors supply  their  schools  with  unabridged  dictionaries,  mathematical 
frames  and  clocks.  Some  few  have  the  privilege  of  using  books  belonging 
to  literary  societies  that  hold  their  meetings  in  district  school  houses.  Con- 
shohocken has  a  very  respectable  library  of  its  own.     It  has  also  a  good 
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selection  of  philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus,  to  which  yearly  addi- 
tions are  made.  A  manikin  has  just  been  secured,  the  better  to  illustrate 
in  lectures  on  anatomy  and  physioloy.  A  cabinet  organ,  belonging  to  tin- 
school,  has  been  in  daily  use  in  the  grammar  school  upwards  of  a  year. 
Pottstown  schools  have  just  secured  a  cabinet  organ.  Music  is  a  very  much 
neglected  study;  and  why  it  is,  or  why  it  should  so  continue,  should  re- 
ceive the  careful  consideration  of  all.  Since  this  faculty  has  been  given  to 
man,  should  it  not  receive  a  proper  share  of  culture  ? 

Institutes. — Thirteen  districts  held  institutes,  having  a  total  attendant  e 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  teachers.  It  is  a  source  of  regret,  that  the 
number  of  teachers  attending  district  institutes  is  decreasing.  It  is  de- 
sirable, upon  every  consideration,  to  have  in  each  district  a  properly  con- 
ducted institute.  We  held  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  court  house  at 
Norristown,  a  very  successful  meeting  of  the  County  Institute,  continuum 
five  days,  with  evening  sessions.  These  institutes  are  increasing  in  inter- 
est each  succeeding  year,  and  their  worth  to  the  teachers  is  such  as  to  make 
it  the  duty  of  every  one  to  be  present  and  participate  in  the  exercises. 
While  the  above  is  true,  it  is  equally  true  that  there  is  danger  of  divergtug 
from  the  useful  to  the  pleasant — from  plain  simple  instruction,  to  pleasant 
entertainment — from  a  week's  intellectual  feast,  to  a  grand  holiday.  Prin- 
cipal instructors  were  Profs.  S.  A.  Potter,  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  A.  Burtt  aad 
S.  B.  Heiges.  Lecturers,  P.  Y.  Eisenberg,M.  D.,  J.  R.  Hunsicker,  Esq., .A. 
Rambo,  A.  M.,  J.  R.  Sypher,  Esq.,  Revs,  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  D.  I).,  Alexan- 
der Reed,  D.  D.  and  A.  M.  Wiggins. 

Norgnal  Glass. — During  eleven  weeks,  commencing  15th  of  April,  I  in- 
structed, at  Trappe,  a  very  large  class  of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
are  desirous  of  becoming  successful  teachers.  In  this  labor  I  was  assisted 
by  J.  W.  Schlichter  and  John  S.  Borneman,  who  are  prominent  amongst 
our  most  energetic  and  successful  teachers. 

Conclusion. — The  greatest  hindrance  to  the  success  of  our  schools  is 
owing  to  Ioav  salaries.  Why  it  is  that  men  are  willing  to  pa}'  full  value 
for  everything,  for  good  preachers,  for  good  lawyers,  for  good  doctors,  but 
not  for  good  teachers,  is  a  problem  not  easily  solved.  During  the  last  few 
years,  many  of  our  best  teachers  have  secured  higher  salaried  schools  in 
Philadelphia,  Camden,  and  in  the  surrounding  counties,  while  a  goodly 
number  seeing  no  prospect  of  bettering  their  condition,  have  abandoned 
the  profession  altogether.  Would  young  men  and  young  women  become 
thoroughly  educated,  and  place  themselves  at  the  head  of  their  profession, 
and  would  directors  engage  such  teachers,  even  though  it  be  at  high  sala- 
ries, the  success  would,  in  a  few  years,  be  such  that  none  but  competent 
teachers  could  receive  employ.  The  work  is  mutual ;  it  can  not  lie  dose 
by  the  directors  alone,  nor  by  the  teachers  alone,  but  by  a  united  effor 
14  School  Rep. 
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people,  directors,  superintendents  and  teachers.  Let  there  be  a  proper 
view  taken  of  this  matter,  and  in  a  few  years  the  boys  now  receiving  in- 
struction in  the  first  rudiments,  will  take  charge  oi*  the  mighty  machinery 
of  this  great  government.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  moment  as  to  how  much, 
and  of  what  kind  of  instruction  these  same  bo}-s — and  girls  too — shall  re- 
ceive. Shall  the}-  grow  up  indifferent  as  to  morals,  regardless  of  the  claims 
of  religion  ?  Shall  they  be  familiar,  from  their  very  3-outh  on'up  to  mature 
age,  with  the  many  crimes  not  alone  amongst  the  lower  classes,  but  also  in 
the  higher  walks  of  life,  even  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor  and  dignity  *:' 
If  not,  then  let  us  see  to  it  that  the  children  of  to-day  be  property  instruc- 
ted, that  they,  in  after  years,  may  be  competent  to  guide  the  ship  of  State  ; 
that  they  may  shun  the  evil  ways  of  the  present  generation,  and  establish 
for  themselves,  and  for  posterity,  a  pure  unsullied  government  that  shall 
claim  the  love  and   respect  of  all. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY.— Wm.  Henry. 

In  comparing  the  present  condition  of  the  schools  in  this  county  with 
that  of  the  past,  a  very  encouraging  change  for  the  better  is  visible  in  the 
interest  which  is  taken  in  the  progress  of  education  by  many  who  had 
hitherto  stood  aloof  from,  if  not  in  opposition  to  the  good  cause.  This  i> 
manifested  in  the  enlightened  views  which  prompts  the  erection  of  more 
modern  buildings,  the  introduction  of  better  furniture  and  a  gradual  in- 
crease of  teachers'  salaries. 

The  number  of  new  houses  built  during  the  past  3-ear  is  two — one  in 
Liberty  and  one  in  Hemlock.  The  one  built  in  Libert}^  is  a  good  brick 
building,  36  by  28  feet,  furnished  with  patent  seats  of  the  Lewisburg  pat- 
tern, with  ample  black-board  surface.  The  entire  arrangement  of  the 
building  is  suited  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  pupils  and  teacher. 
The  directors  of  Hemlock  erected  a  comfortable  frame  house  of  sufficient 
size  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  district,  they  also  repaired  another,  making 
it  more  comfortable  than  it  had  been. 

In  making  out  the  statistical  report  we  did  not  mark  any  first  class 
houses  as  none  were  found  in  the  county  which  fully  answered  the  require- 
ments of  the  department.  Yet  there  are  some  houses  in  the  comity  which 
reflect  much  credit  on  the  directors  who  had  them  erected,  but  many  other- 
are  so  ill}-  adapted  to  school  purposes  as  to  reflect  great  discredit  on  those 
directors  who  allowed  them  to  stand. 
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We  hope  ere  another  report  is  written  that  a  number  of  the  la  ' 
houses  will  have  passed  away  and  good  modern  ones,  with  all  the  besl 
provements,  will  have  taken  their  place. 

Where  the  rural  districts  are  thickly  settled,  and  two  school  houses 
together,  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  one  double  house  in  their  stead, 
and  the  schools  graded. 

The  severity  of  the  weather  and  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads  prevent*  d 
us  from  traveling  as  much  as  we  otherwise  would  have  done.  All  the 
schools  were  visited  once,  nearly  all  twice,  a  majority  three  times,  and  f< 
goodly  number  fourtime3.  I  found  improvement  in  a  number  of  the  sch 
over  last  year.  The  teachers  having  attended  some  good  school  during 
vacation,  fitted  them  better  to  impart  instruction  to  their  pupils.  While 
this  was  the  case,  we  had  one  or  two  entire  failures,  with  a  few  others  who 
did  not  come  up  to  our  expectations,  through  a  failure  to  govern  and  in- 
struct properly. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Danville,  commencing  December  23. 
It  was  pretty  well  attended,  and  all  the  members  took  an  active  part  in  the 
work,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  citizens  attend  these  meetings 
so  as  to  become  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  their  schools,  and  the  means 
by  which  those  wants  eould  be  supplied. 

The  instructors  present  were  Professors  Ammerman,  of  Mansfield  Nor- 
mal school,  and  Hower,  of  Turbutville ;  they  worked  faithfully  for  the 
benefit  of  the  teachers.  There  is  much  good  to  be  derived  from  these  an- 
nual meetings,  and  it  hoped  that  every  teacher  will  be  present  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  institute.  Mr.  E.  W.  Conkling,  of  Danville,  presented  to 
the  institute  a  copy  of  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary  and  a  gold  pea, 
as  prizes  to  be  awarded  to  the  teachers  who  should  make  the  fewest  fail- 
ures in  spelling  one  hundred  words.  Miss  Vincent  was  the  recipient 
the  dictionary,  she  making  but  two  failures,  and  Miss  Mary  Hughes  re- 
ceived the  gold  pen. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  editor  of  the  Danville  Intelligencer,  E.  W 
Conkling,  Esq.,  and  Rev.  U.  S.  Graves,  for  the  interest  which  they  take  in 
the  progress  of  education. 

It  has  often  occurred  to  me  that  generally  ministers  of  the  gospel  do 
not  identify  themselves  with  the  intellectual  advancement  of  the  age  to 
such  a  degree  as  would  enable  them  to  exert  a  great  moral  influence  on  the 
youthful  minds  of  the  country,  and  thus  produce  a  most  beneficial  result. 

Very  few  teachers,  in  turning  over  the  pages  of  their  registers,  can  point 
even  to  the  names  of  their  own  ministers  among  the  visitors  of  their  schools. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  good  people  of  the  county  for  their  hospitality 
shown  me  while  traveling  among  them. 
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School  Houses. — There  are  now  one  hundred  and  ninety  school  houses 
in  the  county,  showing,  according  to  the  report  of  last  year,  an  increase  of 
three  during  the  year.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  tire  of 
brick  or  stone,  and  sixty-three  are  frame.  Six  were  built  during  the  year. 
One  at  Spring,  in  Plainfield  township,  a  neat  and  substantial  brick  build- 
ing; cost  of  house  and  lot  $903.  One  at  Millgrove,  in  Bushkill  township, 
a  frame  structure,  well  painted  ;  size  of  lot,  two  and  a  half  acres  ;  cost  of 
house  and  furniture,  §800,  of  which  $200  worth  of  work  was  dune  gratui- 
tously by  the  citizens  in  the  neighborhood.  One  at  Oldenweldertown,  iu 
Palmer  township,  a  first-class  brick  edifice,  mounted  with  cupola  and  bell, 
room  well  lighted,  well  ventilated  by  means  of  sash  hung  on  pulleys,  and 
with  convenient  closets  for  baskets,  clothing,  &c. ;  cost  of  the  building,  in- 
cluding lot,  furniture  and  apparatus,  $1,570  50.  One  at  Johnson's,  in 
Porks  township,  a  fine  brick  building,  pleasantly  located,  surrounded  by 
stic  trees  of  nature's  own  planting,"  size  of  lot,  half  an  acre,  aggre- 
gate cost,  si, 200.  One  at  Roots  and  another  at  Bangor,  in  Washington 
township.  Both  of  these  houses  are  good  frame  buildings,  the  former  cost- 
ing $9-13  and  the  latter  $1,082.  The  four  last  mentioned  buildings  are  pro- 
vided with  furniture  of  the  most  approved  style.  The  directors  and  citi- 
zens of  these  districts  who  manifested  an  interest  in  the  erection  of  these 
houses  deserve  much  credit  for  their  energy  and  enterprise. 

Although  the  number  of  old  and  worn-out  school  houses  in  the  country 
is  gradually  diminishing  every  year,  and  their  places  supplied  by  the  erec- 
tion of  new  and  substantial  edifices,  yet,  after  a  careful  inspection  of  all 
the  houses,  we  find  that  there  are  still  forty-five  which,  according  to 
instructions  of  the  Department,  may  safely  be  regarded  as  "unfit  for  use.'' 
Sixty  are  badly  ventilated,  and  twenty-five  are  without  suitable  out-build- 
ings. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — One  hundred  and  thirty-four  school  rooms 
of  the  one  hundred  and  ninety  houses  have  suitable  furniture;  nine  were 
supplied  during  the  year.  The  seats  and  desks  of  the  remaining  one  hun- 
dred are  defective  in  style,  construction  and  arrangement,  insomuch  so  that 
lis  are  constantly  subjected  to  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  health. 
We  noticed,  in  a  few  instances,  the  old  style  furniture,  the  writing-desks 
around  the  walls,  with  bene  ateen  or  twenty  feet  long  and  no  support 

for  tb  '  backs  of  the  pupils,  to  which  wi  ted  scholars  ranging  from 

six  to  eighteen  years  of  age.  But  it  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  report 
that  these  relics  of  the  past  are  gradually  passing  away  and  that  their 
plac<  s  are  being  supplied  with   neat  and  convenient  furniture  of  an   im- 
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proved  style.     Eighty-six  rooms  are  supplied  with  all  necessary  apparatu  , 
an  increase  of  nine  during  the  }^ear. 

The  Glendon  schools  were  last  fall  supplied  with  full  sets  of  Mitel 
out-line  maps,  with"  patent  roller  attachments.     We  are  pleased  to  note 
the  progress  in  this  direction.     The  necessary  apparatus  in  the  hands  of  a 
teaeher  who  knows  how  to  use  them  properly,  is  just  as  requisite  as  tools 
are  to  the  farmer  and  mechanic. 

Schools.- — There  are  two  huadred  and  thirty-four  schools  in  the  county, 
of  which  sixty-two  are  graded.  The  necessity  of  establishing  graded 
schools  in  the  thickly  populated  sections  of  some  of  the  rural  districts  is 
very  apparent,  and  sho  ild  receive  the  careful  attention  of  all  interesl  I  in 
the  educational  progress  of  such  localities.  Wherever  the  number  of 
pupils  in  a  section  is  sufficiently  large  to  warrant  the  establishment  of  two 
or  more  schools,  provision  should  be  made  for  as  many  grades  as  necessity 
requires. 

The  Bible  is  read  daily  in  nearly  all  the  schools,  whilst  in  many  the 
Lord's  prayer  is  repeated  in  concert  every  morning. 

Vocal  niHsic  is  practiced  in  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  schools,  and  in 
forty-three  of  these  it  is  regularly  taught  as  a  science. 

Drawing  is  successfully  taught  in  twenty-three  schools.  It  should  be 
made  a  regular  study.  Specimens  collected  during  our  visits  clearly  evince 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  pupils  possess  a  peculiar  talent  for  this  particular 

study. 

Visitations. — Immediately  after  the  public  examinations  had  closed  we 
commenced  visiting  the  schools  in  the  districts  where  they  were  in  operation. 
Three  hundred  and  eighteen  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  All  the 
schools  but  one,  which  was  not  in  session  when  we  were  in  the  district,  were 
visited  once  ;  eighty-five  twice.  The  average  time  spent  at  each  was  from 
one  and  a  half  to  three  hours.  It  would  have  been  very  desirable  to  have 
made  two  visits  to  each  school  during  the  term,  one  in  the  beginning,  and 
the  other  at  the  close  of  the  term.  Such  a  course,  at  all  events,  would  have 
been  productive  of  much  good,  inasmuch  as  it  would  have  incited  both 
teachers  and  pupils  to  greater  efforts  in  the  achievement  of  better  results. 
But  under  existing  circumstances  this  was  impossible.  During  these  visits 
we  made  minute  observation  of  those  things  connected  with  the  daily  modus 
operandi  of  the  schools,  and  gathered  all  the  statistics  and  other  informa- 
tion which,  in  our  opinion,  would  be  useful  for  future  reference.  We  were 
most  of  the  time  accompanied  by  one  or  more  directors,  and  sometimes  by 
the  whole  board,  which  made  our  visits  very  pleasant,  notwithstanding  the 
inclement  weather  at  times,  and  the  drifted  snow  during  the  winter  months 
rendering  the  roads  almost  impassable. 
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'  unty  Institute. — The  County  Institute  held  in  the  court  house  last 
December  was  a  decided  success.  Many  of  the  teachers  present  took  an 
ve  part  in  the  exercises,  which  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  the 
Institute.  Among  the  lecturers  and  instructors,  who  deserve  much  credit 
for  valuable  assistance  rendered,  were  Dr.  Cattoll  and  Professors  March, 
Porter  and  Collin,  of  Lafayette  College,  Rev.  Dr.  Edgar,  of  Eastou,  Dr. 
Franklin  Taylor,  of  West  Chester  and  Professor  A.  R.  Home,  of  the  Key- 
stone State  Normal  school.  The  best  feeling  prevailed  at  this  institute, 
and  it  is  believed  that  much  good  was  accomplished. 

Districts  and  Local  /»*/// ;//V.s.— District  institutes  "were  held  in  thirteen 
boroughs  and  townships.  We  believe  these  institutes  were  well  attended 
by  the  teachers  and  conducted  with  interest.  Five  local  institutes,  of  one 
day's  session  each,  were  held  in  diiferent  parts  of  the  north-eastern  section 
of  the  counts.  The  meetings  were  attended  by  man}'  of  the  teachers,  and 
numbers  of  citizens  took  an  active  part  in  the  exercises.  These  consisted 
principally  in  the  discussion  of  educational  topics,  bearing  upon  the  work 
of  th'.'  teacher  and  the  improvement  of  the  schools. 

District  Super intendency. — We  recognize  in  the  district  supe&intendency 
a  most  valuable  agency  in  making  our  school  system  effective.     The  bene- 
lerived  in  districts  where  these  local  officers  have  been  employed  can 
not  be    over-estimated.     Every   district  should   have   a  district  superin- 
tend nt. 

mce. — The  number  of  children  of  school-going  age  not  in  at- 
tendance, if  we  include  all  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twenty-one,  is  es- 
timated at  1,600;  although  scarcely  two  hundred  of  this  number,  not 
otherwise  employed,  did  not  attend  sehool  during  the  year  and  may  not 
have  attended  heretofore.  The  great  majority  of  the  children  reported 
under  this  heading,  are  between  fifteen  and  twenty -one  years  of  age  and 
are  engaged  in  some  employment,  either  at  home  or  abroad.  All,  or  nearly 
all  of  them,  have  been  in  attendance  a  longer  or  shorter  period  of  time. 
About  seventy-five  of  the  two  hundred  reported  not  at  school  during  the 
year,  under  thirteen  years,  were  engaged  in  some  manufacturing  establish- 
ment which  is  in  total  disregard  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  in 
1849. 

Other  Educational  Agencies. — The  cause  of  education  has  received  much 
valuable  aid  from  our  private  schools,  academies  and   seminaries,  seven  of 
which  institutions  we  have  in  the  county.     Man}'  of  our  successful  teach- 
i  eceived  their  training  at  these  institutions. 
hi  this  connection  we  will  not  fail  to  notice  Lafayette  College.     This  ex- 
cel!, nt    institution    ranks  among  the  first  in  the  State,  and  is  in  many  re- 
qual  to  the  best  in  the  country.     The  faculty  is  composed  of  men 
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of  broad  culture  and  of  large  experience  in  teaching.  In  short,  Lafayette 
College  affords  abundant  facilities  to  those  desirous  of  obtaining  a  thor- 
ough collegiate  education. 

The  Press. — The  editors  of  our  county  papers  have  on  all  occasion  - 
given  us  a  generous  and  hearty  support  in  our  efforts  to  advance  the  in- 
terest of  our  public  schools  by  publishing,  gratuitously,  essays,  reports, 
official  announcements,  programmes  of  institutes,  and  other  matters  of 
educational  interest  that  were  brought  to  their  notice. 

Conclusion. — To  the  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  of  Northampton 
county,  whose  hospitality  I  shared  during  my  tours  of  official  duty.  I  re- 
turn my  warmest  thanks. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY.— Saul  Shipman. 

EDUCATIONAL    PROGRESS. 

Having,  in  my  annual  reports  for  the  past  three  years,  given  detailed 
statements  of  the  condition,  operation  and  progress  of  our  public  schools, 
it  will  be  necessary  for  me  but  briefly  to  refer  to  the  evidences  of  continued 
progress  as  is,  in  part,  represented  by  the  accompanying  statistical  report. 

The  past  year  has  added  eight  brick  houses  to  the  list — Lower  Augusta, 
one;  Chillisquaque,  one;  Delaware,  one;  Milton,  one;  Little  Mahanoy,  one  ; 
Turbut  township,  two  ;  Zerbe,  one  ;  and  two  frame — Cameron,  one  ;  Mt. 
Carmel  township,  one. 

The  house  built  in  Zerbe  district  is  two  stories  high,  with  two  rooms  on 
each  floor,  warmed  by  means  of  patent  heaters  in  the  basement.  The 
rooms  are  well  supplied  with  black-board  surface,  and  improved  patent 
furniture. 

The  house  built  in  Milton  district  is  an  elegant  one  story  building,  with 
two  rooms,  well  furnished  with'  improved  furniture. 

Tin'  new  house  in  Chillisquaque  is  a  first  class  country  school  house 
furnifehed  with  patent  furniture. 

The  new  house  in  Little  Mahanoy  is  a  neat  substantial  structure  with  a 
slate  roof;  it  is  furnished  with  a  mineral  slate  black-board,  and  patent 
gothic  desks. 

New  District. — By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  Hall's  island  was  made  a 
separate  school  district,  and  named  Hoover's  independent  district,  which 
it  is  indeed,  as  it  is  under  the  individual  control  of  Mr.  Hoover,  resident 
of  the  island.  The  school  in  the  district,  composed  of  one  family,  was  in 
operation  for  the  term  of  three  months,  and  was  taught  by  an  experienced 
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teafcher,  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  dwelling  house.  The  estimated  ex- 
penditures of  the  district,  including  teacher's  wages  and  boarding,  use  of 
room  and  furniture,  fuel,  <fec.  was  less  than    $100. 

Schools. — Whole  number,  two  hundred  and  ten,  of  which  sixty-live  are 
graded,  ninety-one  well  classified,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  in 
which  the  books  are  uniform.  The  schools  of  Sunbury,  under  the  efficient 
supervision  of  district  Superintendent,  Elias  Schneider,  for  the  past  two 
yeatrs,  have  made  most  decided  and  commendable  progress  during  that 
time. 

Much  credit  is  due  Professor  Schneider  for  his  untiring  energy  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties. 

Watsontown  again  failed  for  want  of  more  schools  and  more  teaching 
forte. 

The  schools  of  Zerbe  suifered  severely  during  the  past  term  from  the 
same  cause.  Coal  and  Mt.  Carmel  townships  each  need  a  district  high 
school,  and  it  is  believed  that  such  schools  could  be  established  in  those 
districts  Without  incurring  additional  expenses,  and  with  great  advantages 
to  the  pupils  of  the  districts. 

Could  not  the  best  qualified  pupils  be  withdrawn  from  their  crowded 
soaools,  and  placed  in  the  high  schools  and  thus  dispense  with  the  services 
of  assistant  teachers  ? 

Coal  has  already  the  "necessary  building  suitably  located  at  Lambert's 
colliery,  and  the  directors  of  Mt.  Carmel  township  purpose  changing  the 
location,  and  re-building  one  of  their  school  houses  at  Locust  Gap, just  the 
place  where  the  district  'nigh  school  should  be  established.  Should  they 
not  well  consider  the  matter  and  supply  this  great  want? 

Apparatus. — One  hundred  and  forty-nine  houses  are  classed  inthestatis- 
tiofcl  report  as  being  without  apparatus  worth  mentioning.  Since  the  bur- 
den of  building  is  removed  from  many  districts  and  their  financial  condi- 
tion, as  shown  by  their  reports,  is  encouraging,  they  should  begin  at  once 
to  supply  their  schools  with  dictionaries,  gazetteers,  maps,  globes,  charts, 
ma'ttoes.  Ac. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Northumberland 
during  the  week  commencing  December  16th.  The  number  of  teachers  in 
attendance  was  an  increase  over  that  of  former  years.  Professor  W.  N. 
Hull  was  our  onlyregular  instructor  from  abroad.  Professor  John  Hewitt, 
of  the Bloomsburg  State  Normal  school,  favored  us  on  that  occasion  with 
an  able  and  interesting  lecture. 

Home  talent  responded  nobly  to  our  call  for  assistance,  and  rendered 
in^portant  and  efficient  aid. 
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Those  who  took  an  active  part  were  Messrs.  C.  Lenker,  E.  8<  bmei  .  . 
i\  Fink,  W.  0.  Shaffer  and  others.  The  institute:  was  furnished  with  ex- 
cellent music  by  the  Shamokin  borough  and  Northumberland  iv;:<-: 

Conclusion — To  the  same  papers  mentioned  in  my  last  year's  report,  to 
all  our  friends  for  their  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy,  we  tender  our  sin- 
cere thanks,  and  respectfully  ask  an  earnest  co-operation  of  teaehers,  di- 
rectors, editors,  clergymen,  parents  and  children  in  our  labors  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  schoools. 


PERRY  COUNTY.— Silas  Wright. 

In  submitting  this  annual  report  to  the  public,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  it  exhibits  in  the  main,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  work  done,  the  la- 
bor of  my  predecessor,  Geo.  C.  Welker,  Esq.,  whose  dentin  on  the  11th  of 
March  last,  left  the  visitation  of  the  schools  unfinished  ;  and  before  my  ap- 
pointment, commission  and  papers  were  received  in  April,  the  majority  of 
the  schools  had  closed.     I  made  brief  visits  to  seven  schools. 

Houses. — New  houses  have  been  built  in  Liverpool,  Carroll.  Centre.  Oli- 
ver and  Saville  townships ;  four  ®f  which  are  brick,  and  one  frame  build- 
ings. The  directors  of  Newport  made  another  room  in  the  brick  building, 
and  furnished  it  for  a  high  school  with  the  new  patent  Gothic  furniture. 

Ground*;. — There  is  not  in  the  county  a  single  school  yard  or  grounds 
that  fully  answers  the  following  description: — Taking  what  was  intended 
to  be  done  as  completed,  three  have  been  reported  first-class.  These  should 
conform  to  the  following  description,  in  order  to  be  thus  classified  : — 
••School  grounds,  of  sufficient  size  in  the  country  are  intended  to  have  an 
extent  of  at  least  half  an  acre  ;  and  in  towns,  should  be  large  enough  to 
allow  all  the  pupils  to  enjoy  exercise  in  the  open  air,  with  proper  gjmi 
tic  apparatus.  School  grounds  suitably  improved,  means  neatly  fenced, 
free  from  rubbish  of  all  kinds,  planted  with  shade  trees,  and  properly  pre- 
pared as  a  place  for  the  plays  of  children.'' 

Graded  School*. — In  each  of  the  following  towns — Millerstown,  Liver- 
pool, New  Buffalo,  Newport,  Duncannon,  Marysville,  Bloomfield,  Lan 
burg,  Loysville,  Blain,  New  Germantown  and  Iekesburg;  there  are  graded 
schools,  but  with  a  single  exception,  they  have  all  been  separate,  distinct 
m  government,  and  different  in  the  mode  of  teaching,  all  preparing  pupils 
to  eiitor  from  lower  to  higher  grades,  and  yet  without  any  plan  in  common. 
Graded  schools  were  intended  for  more  thorough  and  higher  education, 
therefore  it  is  recomnionded  that  boards  of  directors  in  these  districts  adopt 


138  TERRY  COUNTY. 

courses  of  study  which  may  be  divided  into  studies  for  primary  schools; 
studies  for  intermediate  schools;  studies  for  grammar  schools,  and  studies 
for  a  high  school,  and  that  pupils  he  promoted  from  one  grade  to  another 
when,  upon  examination,  they  have  been  found  proficient. 

Over  the  graded  schools  of  each  town  there  should  be  elected  a  princi- 
pal, who  is  competent  to  take  the  general  control  of  school  affairs,  subject 
to  such  regulations  as  may  be  adopted  by  the  school  board,  and  suggested 
by  the  County  Superintendent.  It  is  further  recommended,  that  instead 
of  selecting  the  youngest  and  least  experienced  persons  to  take  charge  of 
the  primary  school,  that  the  ripest  experience  and  most  successful  practice 
of  teaching,  together  with  all  the  other  qualifications  that  teachers  are  re- 
quired to  have,  be  considered  requisites  of  the  one  who  is  elected  to  this 
position.  We  consider,  after  due  reflection,  that  the  highest  art  of  teach- 
ing is  the  ability  to  teach  a  primary  school  well. 

Visitation. — A  number  of  schools  in  the  districts  east  of  the  Juniata 
river  were  not  visited,  owing  to  the  causes  explained,  the  illness  and  death 
of  the  County  Superintendent.  The  schools  west  of  the  Juniata  were  visi- 
ted by  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Baker,  as  deputy,  but  the  notes  of  these  visits  are  be- 
lieved to  have  been  mislaid  or  lost,  as  none  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
present  officer. 

Institutes. — One  hundred  and  twenty-two  actual  teachers,  about  five- 
eighths  of  the  whole  number,  attended  the  last  County  Institute  which  met 
at  Bloomfield  on  the  23d  of  December.  The  instructors  from  abroad  were 
W.  W.  Woodruff,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  much  of  the  interest,  and 
much  practical  instruction  in  drills  and  lectures.  Miss  Emma  Garfield 
Busti,  X.  Y.,  gave  instruction  in  elocution,  and  Rev.  Dr.  George  W.  Smiley, 
Pottsville,  Pa.,  delivered  his  celebrated  lecture  on  the  Origin  of  the  North 
American  Indians. 

From  nearly  all  the  teachers  present  we  acknowledge  valuable  assistance, 
but  for  want  of  space  we  cannot  give  their  names.  Rev.  John  Edgor, 
principal  of  Bloomfield  academy,  gave  a  lecture  on  the  Free  School  Sys- 
tem on  Monday  evening.  Other  lectures  weie  given  by  H.  B.  Zimmerman, 
Wm.  E.  Baker  and  Silas  Wright.  The  Bloomfield  Quartette  club  and  brass 
band  furnished  music  during  the  evening  sessions. 

The  only  district  institute  in  the  county  Avas  kept  up  by  the  teachers  of 
Buffalo  township. 

Attendance. — Summing  the  estimates  of  non-attendance  during  the  last 
year,  we  have  six  hundred  and  sixty-one,  nearly  ten  per  centum  of  the  en- 
tire school-going  population  of  the  county  who  were  not  in  school.  This 
estimate  is  believnd  to  be  very  nearly  correct,  and  calls  for  attention  from 
school  officers  and  patrons. 
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To  ascertain  accurately  the  whole  number  of  pupils  who  are  of  school 
age.  for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1874,  arrangements  are  being  made,  and 
instructions  prepared  for  the  taking,  by  the  teachers  of  the  several  dist  t'icts, 
what  will  be  called  the  Teachers'  School  Census  of  Terry  county.  From 
this,  and  the  teachers'  month^  report  books,  a  calculation  of  non-attend- 
ance can  be  made  that  will  be  statistic. 

Recommendations. — 1st.  That  courses  of  study,  in  accordance  with  the 
general  principle  explained,  be  adopted,  and  principals  be  secured  for  the 
graded  schools. 

2d.  That  a  "  Teachers'  School  Census  "  of  the  county  be  taken  lry  the 
teachers  during  the  first  month  of  the  next  annual  school  term. 

3d.  That  the  most  improved  plans  be  secured  for  the  school  houses  about 
to  be  erected,  and  that  none  but  the  best  furniture  and  apparatus  be  placed 
in  these  houses. 

4th.  That  each  school  board  engage  their  secretary,  with  the  under- 
standing that  he  shall,  at  least,  pay  monthly  visits  to  the  schools  in  the 
district. 

5th.  That  visitations  to  the  schools  by  patrons,  ministers  and  other  per- 
sons, be  encouraged  by  the  teachers  by  frequent  personal  invitations. 

Cth.  That  the  services  of  the  best  teachers,  that  can  be  afforded  by  the 
district,  be  secured. 

7th.  That  every  teacher  attend  the  next  County  Institute,  to  be  held  at 
Bloomfield  during  the  week  commencing  December  1,  1873. 

8th.  And  finally,  that  each  teacher  and  member  of  a  school  board  in  the 
county  become  a  subscriber  to,  and  a  reader  of,  the  Pennsylvania  School 
Journal. 


PIKE  COUNTY.— John  Laytox. 

It  is  gratifying  in  this,  my  fourth  annual  report,  to  be  able  to  state  that 
notwithstanding  several  very  serious  hindrances  be3rond  human  control, 
the  progress  of  our  common  schools  during  the  year  just  ended,  was  such 
as  to  inspire  the  friends  of  liberal  education  with  renewed  zeal  and  energy 
to  press  forward  in  the  noble  work  designed  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
common  school  system.  Although  only  one  new  school  house  wras  erected 
during  the  year,  initiatory  steps  were  taken  for  the  erection  of  several. 

The  one  erected  is  located  at  Pond  Eddy,  in  Shohola  district.  A  new 
sub-district  was  formed  at  that  place  to  accommodate  a  large  number  of 
pupils  whose  parents  recently  settled  there  to  work  the  extensive  flag-stone 


140  PIKE  COUNTY. 

quarries  existing  in  that  vicinity.  The  building  was  not  completed  till 
near  the  end  of  the  year.  A  fine  new  building  is  nearly  finished  at  "  Broad- 
heads,"  in  Lehman,  which  displaces  an  old  fabric  that  for  many  years  has 
withstood  the  rarages  of  time,  serving  as  a  means  of  torture  to  teacher 
and  pupil.  The  directors  deserve  much  credit  for  their  action  in  the  mat- 
ter. At  Rowland'^  in  Lackawaxen,  most  of  the  material  for  a  new  house 
is  on  the  ground,  and  the  contractor,  S.  Terwileger,  will  urge  the  work  to 
a  speedy  completion.  It  will  displace  the  only  unsuitable  school  building 
in  that  district,  a  circumstance  very  creditable  to  the  directors.  The  di- 
rectors of  Milford  are  erecting  a  house  in  that  pleasant  village,  at  a  cost  of 
over  three  thousand  dollars,  to  be  so  arranged  as  to  accommodate  the 
graded  school  which,  for  a  number  of  years,  has  been  taught  in  the  acad- 
emy, the  ground  rooms  of  which  are  dingy  and  uninviting,  and  well  calcu- 
lated to  promote  truancy.  The  directors  being  men  of  discernment,  will 
see  that  the  work  is  well  executed.  The  Franklin  house,  in  Dingman,  is  to 
lie  re-built  during  the  summer,  as  shown  by  the  public  notice  asking  pro- 
posals for  its  erection. 

At  Kiptown,  in  Greene,  a  new  house  is  being  erected.  The  old  house, 
though  far  superior  to  several  now  in  use  in  the  county,  was  deemed  too 
far  behind  the  age,  and  incompatible  with  the  sentiments  of  the  directors 
and  citizens  of  that  nourishing  township.  In  public  spirit,  Greene  never 
lags  behind. 

The  late  act  of  the  Legislature,  increasing  the  minimum  school  term  to 
five  months,  was  complied  with  in  all  the  districts  except  Shohola,  where 
much  of  the  money  for  the  support  of  schools  is  derived  from  tax  on  un- 
seated land.  The  tax  available  for  last  }-ear  was  levied  prior  to  the  passage 
of  said  act,  and  was  too  low — a  mistake  not  likely  to  be  repeated. 

On  the  subject  of  grounds,  furniture,  apparatus  and  text-books,  I  can 
add  nothing  of  note  to  what  was  said  in  my  last  annual  report. 

I  made  seventy-five  visitations,  accompanied  by  thirty-two  directors,  and 
found  most  of  the  teachers  faithful  to  their  charge,  and  their  pupils  pro- 
gressing. A  manifest  improvement  was  perceptible  in  many  teachers, 
especially  in  those  who  had  attended  the  institutes,  and  made  the  study  of 
some  standard  work  on  "the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching"  a  specialty. 
The  graded  schools  at  .Milford  and  Matamoras,  under  their  efficient  princi- 
pals, came  fully  up  to  expectation;  the  former  being  the  only  school  in 
the  county  in  which  any  of  the  higher  branches  were  taught.  The  Bib]e 
in  nearly  all  the  schools.  The  classification,  in  some  schools,  was 
disturbed  by  pupils  movieg  into  the  district  having  different  kinds  of  books. 
It  is  pleasant  to  state  that,  in  several  districts,  the  salary  of  teachers  was 
increa  ■■  ■!.  There  were  2,600  pupils  enrolled,  being  119  more  than  during 
the  previous  year ;  but  the  average  per  centage  of  attendance  was  4  2-11 
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below,  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  severity  of  the  winter,  and  the 
usual  amount  of  9iiow  which,  for  a  long  time,  blockaded  the  roads  in  the 
rural  districts,  preventing  the  attendance  of  the  younger  pupils,  and  in 
some  instances  of  the  teacher.  With  great  labor  I  visited  one  school  house 
twice,  but  found  neither  teacher  nor  pupil  there.  The  third  trial  was  more 
isful. 

In  some  localities  the  scarlet  fever  interfered  very  much  with  the 
schools. 

I  held  ten  public  and  three  private  examinations,  at  which  46  applicants 
presented  themselves  for  examination,  44  of  whom  received  provisional  cer- 
tificate-, the  average  grade  being  about  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 
Fortj-'three  directors  witnessed  the  examinations. 

I  regret  that  circumstances  forced  me  to  grant  any  private  examinations, 
and  to  discourage  the  practice,  the  applicants  were  notified  to  expect  no 
second  favar  of  this  kind,  and  that  it  is  presumptive  evidence  of  incom- 
petency to  "dodge"  a  public  examination.  Having  discovered  no  good 
reason  for  changing  the  mode  of  examination  previously  used,  I  adhered 
to  the  oral  and  written  combined. 

The  Count}"  Institute  was  held  at  Milford,  commencing  on  Monday,  the 
19th  dajT  of  May,  and  continuing  five  days.  Among  the  lecturers  and  in- 
structors who  deserve  honorable  mention  for  the  valuable  aid  they  rendered, 
were  Prof.  C.  H.  Verrill,  of  the  State  Normal  school  at  Mansfield,  Tioga 
county,  Pa.,  Rev.  Jacob  Weber,  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  S.  W.  Smith,  Esq., 
principal  of  the  High  School,  Smethport,  M'Kean  county,  Pa.,  ex-County 
Superintendent,  Dr.  P.  F.  Fulmer.  Hon.  Wm.  Westfall,  Hon.  G.  M.  How- 
land,  State  Senator,  Hon.  I).  A.  Wells  and  G.  P.  W.  Lay  ton,  principal  of 
the  Milford  graded  school.  Hon.  H.  S.  Dreker,  President  Judge  of  the 
Tenth  judicial  district,  delivered  a  very  appropriate  address.  All  the  (.:■:- 
ercises  were  of  a  purely  practical  character. 

The  evening  sessions  were  held  in  the  Presbjderian  church,  on  account 
of  its  superior  means  of  accommodation.  The  church  contains  a  splendid 
organ,  which,  under  the  skillful  management  of  the  accomplished  organist. 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Biddis,  accompanied  by  the  efficient  Milford  choir,  contributed 
iu  no  small  degree  to  the  entertainment  of  a  large  assembly  of  decorous, 
intelligent  and  appreciative  spectators.  The  generous  trustees  of  the 
church  granted  the  free  use  thereof,  and  the  choir,  as  usual,  furnished  the 
music  gratuitously. 

Most  of  the  teachers  present  took  an  active  part  in  all  the  exercises,  ae- 
quit4  '".selves  with  credit,  and  on  final  adjournment,  resolved  that  the 

institute  had  been  both  profitable  and  pleasant. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  many  teachers  were  absent,  whose  lack  of  pro- 
fessional training  should  ca*use  them  to  seize  eveiy  available  means  of  im- 
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provement.  The  lav;  which  makes  it  the  imperative  duty  of  Superinten- 
dents to  hold  U  acfu  />•'  institutes,  should  be  so  amended  as  to  compel  teach- 
ers to  attend.  The  following  extract  from  the  Milfbrd  Herald,  whose  ahle 
editor,  James  II.  Pony.  Esq.,  acted  as  secretary,  is  deemed  worthy  of  a 
place  in  this  report : 

"The  institute  was  a  success.  Although  the  number  of  teachers  was  not 
so  large  as  might  have  been  wished,  yet  the  interest  evinced  by  those  pre- 
sent was  very  gratifying.  Had  all  the  directors  manifested  the  zeal  of 
those  of  Lackawaxen,  the  institute  would  have  been  still  more  interesting, 
and  the  benefits  to  the  cause  of  education  throughout  the  county  much 
larger.  The  directors  of  that  township  not  only  allowed  their  teachers  the 
week,  but  paid  their  expenses  to  and  from  Milford,  and  their  board  while 
there.  Such  a  spirit  is  truly  commendable,  and  its  results  must  be  appa- 
rent in  the  renewed  interest  by  the  teachers  in  the  schools  under  their 
charge." 

After  giving  due  credit  to  the  array  of  able  instructors,  Mr.  Don}-  re- 
marks : — "  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  efforts  thus  made  will  gh'e  an  in- 
creased impetus  to  the  cause  of  common  school  education  in  Pike  count}", 
and  that  at  the  next  session  every  township  will  bo  fully  represented  by 
both  teachers  and  directors." 

My  thanks  are  hereby  tendered  to  directors  for  continued  kindness  and 
support ;  to  teachers  for  their  zealous  efforts  to  advance  a  glorious  cause ; 
to  citizens  for  many  acts  of  hospitality ;  to  Jamas  H.  Dony,  Esq.,  for  gra- 
tuitously publishing,  in  the  Herald,  my  educational  matter,  and  to  the  De- 
partment for  valuable  advice  and  information. 


POTTEPv  COUNTY.— J.  W.Allen. 

I. — PERSONAL   AGENCIES. 

My  f>nner  reports,  and  especially  my  last  two,  contain  so  much  in  de- 
tail  under  this  head,  and  as  there  have  been  during  the  year  no  important 
changes  in  respect  to  these  agencies,  I  shall  now  refer  only  to  our 

Institute,  which  was  held  at  Coudersport,  in  September.  Professor  II. 
S.  Jones  was  the  principal  instructor.  Miss  Flora  T.  Parsons  and  Miss 
Emma  Garfield  were  his  assistants.  Professor  Jones' instruction  was  char- 
acteristic of  him — earnest,  well  adapted  to  the  circumstances  and,  in  the 
main,  practical.  His  work  at  institutes  is  so  well  known  that  I  need  not 
say  more  of  it  here.     Miss  Parsons'  quiet  ways  and  strict  adherence  to  her 
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own  chosen  subjects  of  instruction  rendered  her  work  interesting  to  all, 
and  probably  protitable  to  many.  Miss  Garfield  manifested  her  usual  ner- 
vous vigor  and  good  nature  in  imparting  her  methods  of  teaching  reading. 
Although  this  institute  was  not  quite  so  largely  attended  as  our  last,  still 
unusually  favorable  results  have  already  followed  it.  The  members  of  it 
seemed  to  feel  that  it  was  held  mostly  for  their  benefit,  and  so  all  did  well. 
both  in  punctuality  and  regularity  of  attendance.  The  presence  of  many 
parents  indicated  that  they  appreciated  and  were  glad  to  encourage  such 
educational  meetings. 

II. — PECUNIARY    AGENCIES. 

The  annual  district  reports  which  have  not  yet  been  received  by  me.  will 
contain  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  conaection  with  our  schools. 

The  increased  State  appropriation,  and  the  authority  given  by  special 
act  of  the  Legislature  to  boards  of  directors  to  raise  a  tax  as  high  as  one 
dollar  on  each  dog,  will  add  quite  a  sum  to  our  ordinary  school  fund.  So 
the  obstacle  which  has  heretofore  most  crippled  the  school  system  in  this 
county  i.^  gradually  being  removed. 

III. MATERIAL    AGENCIES. 

School  Houses. — My  statistical  report  accompanying  this  shows  all  the 
important  features  connected  with  these  buildings.  Only  two  have  been 
completed  during  the  last  school  year,  one  in  Allegheny  and  one  in  Rou- 
lette. The  former,  located  at  Raymond's  Corners,  on  a  dry  and  sufficiently 
large  site  suitably  fenced,  is  substantially  built,  well  arranged  inside,  with 
a  good  wood-shed  attached,  and  ranks  among  the  first  class  in  this  count  v. 
The  other  one  has  a  good  wall  foundation,  conveniently  arranged  in  gen- 
eral plan,  plain  and  durable  in  construction,  tolerably  well  ventilated,  but 
with  desks  too  far  opart  and  with  plastering  too  thin.  This  house  belongs 
to  the  second  class  of  our  new  ones. 

Conclusion. — This  year  closes  with  brighter  educational  prospects  for 
the  next.  Practical  measures  have  ahead}"  been  taken  to  establish  a  good 
graded  school  at  Lewisville.  The  stockholders  of  the  academy  building 
there,  which  has  been  vacant  for  several  years,  have,  with  almost  unanimous 
consent,  offered  to  transfer,  without  compensation,  their  pecuniary  interest 
in  it  to  the  school  district  of  Lewisville  borough,  provided  a  good  school 
of  at  least  three  grades  shall  be  therein  taught  for  eight  months  each  year. 
This  building  is  to  be  remodelled  to  some  extent,  and  fitted  for  use  as  above 
indicated.  A  special  law  has  been  passed  to  enable  students  living  outside 
of  the  borough  to  attend  this  school  by  paying  tuition.  Mr.  B.  B.  Slade, 
a  graduate  of  the  Mansfield  Normal  school,  and  the  first  principal  of  the 
Coudersport  graded  school,  has  been  emploj'ed  to  take  charge  of  this.     So 
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an  educational  want  long  felt  in  that  part  of  the  county  is  to  be  supplied. 
The  stockholders  of  the  academy  building  deserve  special  credit  for  their 
wise  liberality,  and  the  board  of  directors  have  manifested  unusual  interest 
and  wisdom  in  thus  providing  a  school  which  will,  for  educational  pur- 
poses, mors  than  fill  the  place  of  the  academic  school  sustained  there 
years  ago. 

With  such  prospects  of  progress,  Lewisville,  which  is  situated  in  a  pros- 
perous agricultural  region,  will  probably  soon  become,  as  heretofore,  one 
of  the  educational  centres  of  this  county. 

Our  most  dillicult  obstacles  and  measures  to  overcome  them  were  ex- 
pressed in  my  report  three  years  ago.  As  they  are  still  substantially  the 
same  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  here. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  highest  officers  of  the  School  Department  for 
favors  which  need  not  be  mentioned  here,  and  to  many  directors,  parents 
and  teachers  who  have  uniformly  treated  me  kindly  and  co-operated  with 
me  in  educational  labors. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY -Jesse  Newlin. 

School  Houses. — We  have  expended  over  $46,000,  during  the  year,  in  the 
erection  of  new  school  houses.  If  this  annually  increasing  expenditure  of 
school  funds  for  the  building  of  palatial  school  edifices  continues,  we  will 
soon  have  good  reasons  to  be  proud  of  the  public  school  buildings  of  all 
our  boroughs,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  townships.  A  few  years  ago 
one  of  our  boroughs  erected,  at  a  cost  of  about  $30,000,  the  handsomest 
school  house  in  the  county,  and  dedicated  it,  by  appropriate  exercises,  to 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  built.  Shortly  after  another  borough,  emu- 
lating this  noble  example,  commenced  piling  up  the  walls  of  a  sehool  house 
which,  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  borough,  was  not  the  inferior  of  the 
first.  Catching  this  spirit,  the  next  year  two  other  boroughs,  ashamed  of 
their  school  accommodations,  erected,  each,  a  building  similar  to  the  above 
This  year  it  is  our  pleasant  duty  to  record  the  erection  of  two  more,  in 
every  respect  similar  to  the  above.  The  first  is  in  the  borough  of  Shenan- 
doah, is  brick,  three-stories  high,  with  Mansard  roof,  and  contains  six 
rooms,  each  furiii  ■::  '  with  about  120  square  feet  of  slate  surface,  "Gothic1' 
furniture,  and  heated  by  furnaces  in  the  basement.  Total  cost  about 
,000. 

Ten  years  ago  a  little  frame  house  with  a  female  teacher,  at  a  salary  of 
$35  a  month,  furnished    all   the  school    facilities  for  this  vicinity  ;    now 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY.  14") 

twenty-five  thousand  dollars  worth  of  school  buildings,  twelve  over-crow- 
ded schools,  carried  on  at  an  annual  expense  of  $4,800  for  teaching  alone, 
do  not  meet  the  educational  wants  of  this  improving  and  enterprising 
borough. 

Mahanoy  city,  after  struggling  bravely  against  opposition,  eventually 
triumphed,  and,  undismayed,  completed  a  much  needed  handsome  new 
school  house,  at  a  cost  of  $20,000.  This  house  is  brick,  three  stories  high, 
and  contains  six  rooms.  Each  room  is  neatly  finished,  and  furnished  with 
water,  the  most  approved  furniture,  and  all  the  facilities  necessary  for  the 
skillful  teacher  to  make  her  labors  pleasant  and  profitable  to  herself  and 
pupils. 

In  general  appearance  these  houses  are  nearly  alike,  and  are  similar  to 
houses  fully  described  in  previous  reports  ;  having  a  main  building  00  by 
40,  with  a  frontispiece  13  by  45,  in  which  four  flights  of  stairs  are  carried 
up,  one  for  each  room;  and  also  affording  six  rooms,  two  on  each  floor  for 
hats,  cloaks,  &c,  and  recitation  purposes.  The  stories  are  fourteen,  thir- 
teen and  twelve  feet  each,  with  two  rooms  on  each  nearly  square. 

Delano,  in  Rush  township,  also  built  a  two-story  house  32  by  54,  frame, 
and  containing  three  rooms,  at  a  cost  of  $3,450.  This  building  is  furnished 
with  all  the  necessary  apparatus,  furniture,  heaters,  &o.,  and  when  neatly 
painted  inside  and  out,  will  be  a  credit  to  the  intelligent  and  live  board  of 
Rush  township. 

West  Pine  Grove  (Independent)  district,  considering  that  there  should 
be  a  more  favorable  comparison  between  the  school  house  and  the  private 
dwellings  of  its  citizens,  as  regards  attractiveness,  comfort  and  conven- 
ience, has  built,  at  an  expense  of  $2,400,  a  two-story  building,  containing 
two  large  airy  rooms  finished  neatly  throughout ;  the  whole  reflecting  great 
credit  upon  the  inhabitants  for  their  taste,  liberality,  and  the  public  spirit 
and  enterprise  displayed  in  its  erection,  it  having  been  made  an  issue  in 
the  election  of  six  directors,  in  which  the  new  school  house  won. 

Union  township,  that  thi^ee  years  ago  built  a  four  hundred  dollar  school 
house  has  nobly  redeemed  herself  by  erecting  in  Ringtown,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  her  Central  High  school,  one  of  the  finest  two-story  buildings 
in  the  county.  The  whole  cost  nearly  $4,000,  is  built  on  half  an  acre  of 
ground,  and  contains  .two  rooms  furnished  with  "Gothic"  desks,  large 
1  ilack-board  surface,  and  every  other  convenience  desired.  This  building. 
and  the  one  in  West  Pine  Grove,  are  mounted  with  cupola  and  bell. 

We  want  no  better  evidence  of  the  steadily  growing  appreciation  of  the 
great  importance  of  eommon  schools,  and  the  benefits  arising  from  them, 
manifest  in  this  part  of  our  county,  than  the  establishment  of  a  township 
high  school,  selection  of  as  good  teachers  as  possible,  election  of  more  in- 
telligent men  to  fill  the^office  of  director  than  were  formerly  chosen,  and 
15  School  Rep. 
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the  erection  of  a  school  building  suitable  as  a  model  for  more  pretentious 
districts.  There  are,  however,  hero  as  elsewhere, a  few  who  are  opposed 
to  an}'  system  of  public  education,  hut  their  influence  has  become  so  weak, 
that  it  is  scarcely  felt. 

Several  one-roomed  houses  were  built  in  the  following-  named  districts, 
at  an  average  cost  of  about $1,000.  All  are  Well  furnished  and  ventilated, 
and  are  centrally  and  pleasantly  located  : — Harry.  1  ;  Eldred,  2;  Mahanoy, 
2;  North  Manheim;  2;  Pine  Grove  township,  1,  (brick,)  and  Washington, 
1 — one  brick  and  nine  frame. 

County  Institute. — The  tenth  annual  session  of  our  County  Institute 
was  held  this  year  in  Pottsville,  and  was  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  by 
teachers,  directors  and  others.  So  popular  have  these  annual  meetings  be- 
come, that  the  members  of  the  Legislature  from  this  county  voluntarily 
had  it  included,  among  a  few  others,  in  the  passage  of  an  act  compelling 
directors  to  give  their  teachers  the  time  to  attend  their  sessions,  without 
any  reduction  from  their  salaries.  The  advantages  of  these  institutes  are 
to  no  person  more  perceptible  than  to  the  Superintendent  himself.  In  his 
visitation  of  schools,  especially  those  of  the  inexperienced,  he  finds  the 
suggestions  and  instructions  of  the  institute  cropping  out  in  almost  every 
exercise  ;  and  in  his  annual  examinations,  that  teachers  of  inferior  qualifi- 
cations find  it  less  and  less  easy  to  obtain  employment,  while  the  increas- 
ing deference  and  larger  salaries  paid  to  those  of  a  more  skillful  and  more 
cultivated  grade,  indicate  the  benefits  of  professional  training,  whether  ob- 
tained through  the  institute  or  some  other  source.  These  things  are  cheer- 
ing, in  a  high  degree,  to  those  of  us  who  take  an  honest  pride  in  belonging 
to  the  ranks  of  an  occupation  made  honorable  and  remunerative  through 
the  continuously  increasing  skill  and  efficiency  of  its  members. 

Salaries. — These  are  annually  being  increased,  in  order  to  obtain  and 
retain  the  very  best  teaching  talent  possible  ;  consequently  salaries  ranging 
from  sixty  to  one  hundred  dollars  a  month  are  common.  Directors  are  also^ 
in  many  districts,  paying  teachers  according  to  the  grades  of  their  certifi- 
cates, making  three  or  four  grades  with  a  difference  of  five  dollars  a  month 
between  each.  Nothing  has  contributed  so  much  toward  the  literary  and 
professional  improvement  of  the  teachers  of  these  districts,  as  the  fact  that 
every  advanced  step  taken  will  be  met  with  increased  salary.  The  district 
institute  is  more  regularly  attended,  the  lessons  more  thoroughly  prepared, 
and  every  suggestion  calculated  to  improve  the  general  management  ofgthe 
school  promptly  and  energetically  put  into  practice.  In  some  of  these  dis- 
tricts no  distinction  is  made  between  male  and  female  teachers,  both  re- 
ceiving the  same  salary,  when  the  grade  of  the  certificate  and  the  labor  per- 
formed are  the  same.  For  instance,  in  Mahanoy  township,  where  thirty- 
two  teachers  are  employed  for  a  term  of  ten  months,  there  are  five  grades, 
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as  follows: — Those  holding  professional  certificates  get  $Y0  a  month;  the 

best  holding  provisional  certificates  $65,  among  this  number  are  five  fe- 
males ;  the  next  grade  $60  ;  the  next  $55  ;  and  the  last  $35,  being  only  as- 
sistants.    In  each  grade  there  are  females,  except  the  first. 

Ventilation. — This  subject  has,  during  the  past  three  years,  received  more 
attention  from  school  officers  than  during  any  former  period.  Houses 
heretofore  without  any  means  of  ventilating  them,  have  been  provided  with 
such,  usually  by  altering  the  windows.  But  I  regret  very  much  to  say, 
that  in  too  many  instances  where  ample  provision  has  been  made  for  venti- 
lation, teachers  neglect  to  attend  to  the  proper  ventilation  of  their  rooms, 
and  thus  compel  themselves  and  pupils  to  impair  their  intellectual  and 
physical  well-being,  by  laboring  in  this  vitiated,  poisonous  atmosphere. 
Such  teachers,  I  unhesitatingly  declare,  are  unfit  to  fill  the  responsible  po- 
sition of  teacher,  no  matter  what  their  reputation  for  efficiency  may  be  ;  for 
I  hold  that  all  who  are  properly  qualified  to  have  the  care,  as  well  as  the 
training  of  children,  will  exercise  due  care  over  the  physical  condition  of 
their  pupils, knowing  that  a  healthy  condition  of  the  body  is  indispensable 
to  a  healthy  activity  of  the  mental  powers,  and  to  compel  children  to  study 
diligently  and  profitably  under  such  circumstances,  is  most  absurd,  not  to 
say  grossly  wicked. 

Township  High  Schools. — No  new  schools  of  this  kind  have  been  estab- 
lished since  my  last  report.  All  those  in  existence  have  given  general  sat- 
isfaction, except  one  in  Schuylkill  township,  where  the  attendance  from 
the  different  parts  of  the  district  was  greatly  interfered  with  on  account  of 
mountains  and  distance.  The  others  were  well  attended,  and  proved  by 
this,  and  their  excellent  management,  that  such  schools  can  be  successfully 
established  in  thickly  settled  townships. 

District  Supervision. — The  same  districts,  previous!}?-  reported,  continue 
the  district  superintendency,  which  has  been  attended  with  such  satisfac- 
tory results,  that  its  discontinuance  has  never  been  questioned  in  any  one 
of  them.  The  longer  it  is  continued,  filled  by  such  earnest  and  intelligent 
teachers  as  have  been  employed,  the  more  forcibly  impressed  do  we  all  be- 
come of  its  usefulness.  The  wholesome  fruits  produced  in  these  districts 
furnish  the  most  unequivocal  evidence,  that  when  its  duties  are  faithfully 
and  conscientiously  discharged,  no  other  local  supervision  in  large  counties 
where  the  County  Superintendent  can  make  but  one  visit,  or  two  at  most, 
during  the  year,  can  result  in  greater  good  to  the  schools,  and  carry  out 
more  satisfactorily  the  suggestions  of  the  County  Superintendent. 
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SNYDER  COUNTY.— Wm.  Noetling. 

Houses. — During  the  past  year  each  of  the  following  districts  erected  a 
new  school  house  : — Penn,  Monroe,  Franklin.  Jackson.  Washington  and 
West  Beaver.  Those  in  Penn  and  Monroe,  are  brick,  the  others  frame. 
That  in  West  Beaver  is  furnished  with  cases  for  books  and  dinner  baskets. 
and  has.  with  the  exception  of  its  low  ceiling  and  rough  floor, perhaps  tin- 
best  lighted  and  most,  cheerful  room  of  the  six  new  houses  built  during  the 
year.  The  house  built  in  Franklin,  though  frame,  is.  in  some  respects,  the 
best  hou9ein  that  district.  It  is  well  proportioned,  has  comfortable  seats 
and  desks,  sufficient  light,  a  large  black-board,  and  a  cellar  large  enough  to 
hold  all  the  fuel  for  a  whole  term  of  school. 

Monroe  leads  all  the  other  districts  in  the  erection  of  substantial  brick 
buildings.  The  last  one  is  contracted  for,  and  will  be  built  during  the 
present  year. 

Snyder  county  can  not  boast  of  any  "first  class"  school  houses.  We 
have  houses  that  cost  enough  to  belong  to  that  class,  but  on  account  of 
lacking  the  requisite  accommodations  and  arrangements,  fall  below  it. 

Grounds. — Of  the  ninety-eight  houses,  not  one  has  grounds  "suitably 
improved."  and  only  ten  have  grounds  of  sufficient  size." 

Furniture. — We  have  none  of  the  "most  approved  patterns"  of  furni- 
ture. My  statistical  report  shows  that  only  thirty-six  houses  have  "suita- 
ble furniture,"  and  that  the  furniture  of  all  the  rest  is  such  as  may  justly 
tie  called  injurious.  When  the  seats  are  too  high  or  too  narrow,  the  backs 
vertical  or  otherwise  objectionable,  so  that  the  children  cannot  sit  comforta- 
bly, there  is  no  better  term  by  which  to  designate  the  furniture  than  by 
"injurious." 

Very  few  houses  have  a  chair  for  the  teacher,  chairs  for  visitors,  seats 
for  recitations,  or  cases  for  books  and  apparatus. 

Apparatus. — Besides  a  few  globes  and  out-line  maps,  we  have  no  appa- 
ratus worth  mentioning.  As  might  be  expected,  our  teachers  are  obliged 
to  work  their  way  as  best  they  can  ;  most  of  them  even  without  a  suitable 
black-board,  unless  about  twelve  square  feet  of  board  surface,  with  nearly 
all  the  paint  worn  off,  can  be  called  suitable. 

Schools. — The  whole  number  of  schools  is  one  hundred  and  seven.  Of 
these,  eighteen  are  graded,  and  six  more — those  of  Freeburg,  Beavertown, 
Adamsburg  and  Centreville — should  be  graded. 

Beavertown  should  erect  a  house  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  three 
graded  schools:  and  Centreville  one  for  two  schools. 

ification. — As  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  my  statistical  report,  of 
the  one  hundred  and  seven  schools  in  the  county,  onlv  seventeen  were,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  well  classified. 
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Most  teachers  had  too  many  classes,  and  too  many  recitations.     One,  f.  <r 

instance,  had  seventeen  pupils,  twenty-three  classes,  and  heard  fifty-six  re- 
citations per  day ;  giving,  on  an  average,  not  quite  five  minutes  to  each 
recitation.     Several  teachers  each  heard  sixt}-  recitations  daily. 

In  man}-  schools  nearly  all  the  reading  and  spelling  classes  were  heard 
four  times  a  day.  Hoav  much  children  can  learn  with  such  continual  crank- 
turning  the  readers  of  this  may  judge  for  themselves. 

Text-Books. — One  of  the  greatest  hindrances  in  the  way  of  the  proper 
classification  and  successful  working  of  a  large  number  of  schools,  is  va- 
riety of  text-books.  Whether  this  state  of  things  shall  continue,  remains 
for  the  directors  to  say.  The  law  makes  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  adopt 
a  uniform  series  in  the  different  branches,  and  to  see  that  it  is  actually  in- 
troduced in  the  schools.  If  they  neglect  this  duty,' and  thus  violate  the 
law,  the}?-  can  not  swear  or  affirm  that  their  schools  were  kept  open  accord- 
ing to  law. 

Some  districts  have  already  taken  the  proper  steps  to  remedy  the  evil, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  rest  will,  before  long,  do  the  same. 

The  Bible  is  read  in  nearly  all  the  schools. 

School  Term. — The  school  term  throughout  the  county,  except  in  Selins- 
grove,  was  that  now  required  by  law — five  months.  In  Selinsgrove  it  was 
six  months,  and  it  will  probably  this  year  be  increased  to  seven  or  eight. 
The  lengthening  of  the  term  one  mouth  gave  considerable  dissatisfaction 
in  some  districts.  All,  however,  complied  with  the  law,  keeping  their  schools 
open  the  full  term. 

Examinations. — At  least  one-third  of  all  that  were  examined  should  have 
been  rejected,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  applicants  at  the  time  of  the 
examinations,  it  was  thought  best  to  grant  certificates  to  all  whose  average 
did  not  fall  below  four;  afterwards,  however,  in  order  that  all  the  schools 
might  be  supplied  with  teachers,  it  was  found  necessary  to  grant  yet  twenty 
certificates  averaging  between  four  and  five. 

The  oral  method  of  examining  was  adopted  in  all  the  branches  except 
orthography,  and  no  questions  asked  but  such  as  the  teacher  of  every  coun- 
try school  should  be  able  to  answer. 

Teaching. — In  methods  of  teaching  our  county  is  totally  behind  the  age. 
Most  of  our  teachers  do  their  work  mechanically.  Instead  of  making 
thinkers  and  investigators  of  their  pupils,  they  make  nothing  but  imitators 
of  them.  An  entire  revolution  is  urgently  needed.  Every  branch  should 
be  taught  differently  than  it  now  is.  Penmanship  should  be  taught  accord- 
ing to  some  approved  system,  and  much  use  made  of  the  black-board  in 
teaching  it.  Requiring  pupils  to  imitate  the  printed  or  (still  worse)  badly 
written  copies,  is  not  teaching  penmanship. 
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Comparatively  few  pupils  in  the  rural  districts  study  grammar  and  geog- 
raphy.  They  seem  to  have  an  aversion  to  those  branches,  and  the  cause 
lies  in  the  teaching.  Their  inquiring  minds  become  tired  of  groping  in  the 
dark — of  committing,  dayafter  day,  page  upon  page  of  the,  to  them,  mean- 
ingless language  of  the  grammars  and  geographies. 

Many  of  our  teachers  have  yet  to  learn  that  there  is  a  difference  between 
studying  a  subject,  and  merely  committing  it  to  memory. 

The  teacher  should  make  more  use  of  the  black-board,  than  of  the  text- 
book, during  recitations  in  both  grammar  and  geography. 

Reading  fares  no  better  than  the  other  branches.  In  teaching  elemen- 
tary reading,  the  A,  B,  C  method  is  almost  exclusively  pursued.  Why  the 
most  unphilosophical  of  all  known  methods  is  so  tenaciously  adhered  to 
by  our  teachers,  is  difficult  to  conjecture.  Advanced  reading  needs  also  a 
radically  different  method.  As  at  present  conducted  in  most  schools,  the 
exercise  is  a  most  monotonous  and  meaningless  one.  The  only  instruc- 
tions the  teachers  give  their  pupils  are,  not  to  pass  the  punctuation  points 
without  pausing.  Some  require  the  points  to  be  named  whenever  they  are 
met  in  reading ;  others  go  to  still  greater  extremes,  and  require  one  pupil 
to  count  while  another  reads — emphasis,  inflection  and  suitable  tones  are  al- 
most entirely  neglected. 

In  most  schools  too  much  time  is  devoted  to  arithmetic.  Indeed,  in 
some,  that  branch  receives  more  time  than  all  the  rest  taken  together. 

Visitation. — Two  hundred  and  twelve  visits  were  made,  ranging  from 
half  an  hour  to  half  a  day  each.  All  the  schools,  except  two,  were  visited 
twice,  and  some  three  or  four  times.  While  the  schools  were  in  session, 
neaily  all  my  time  was  devoted  to  visitation. 

In  nine  districts  I  was  accompanied  by  directors  ;  and  in  two,  half  the 
board  accompanied  me  to  all  the  schools. 

During  my  second  visitation  I  held  evening  educational  meetings  wher- 
ever I  could  have  it  announced  a  sufficient  length  of  time  previously,  to 
have  a  general  attendance  of  parents  and  all  others  interested  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  Some  of  these  meetings  were  well  attended;  others  not  so 
well,  on  account  of  the  deep  snows. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  court  house,  at 
Middleburg  during  the  first  week  of  January.  Eighty-seven  of  our  teacher* 
were  in  attendance.  The  regular  instructors  from  abroad  were  Miss  Flora 
T.  Parsons,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  S.  A.  Potter,  of  Philadelphia ;  the 
former  also  read  an  essa}',  and  the  latter  delivered  several  lectures.  The 
other  lecturers  and  essayists  were  Prof.  D.  Denlinger,  of  Union  seminary, 
fl.  I.  Gourley,  of  Pittsburg,  Supt.  Kain,  of  York,  Ex-Co.  Snpt.  W.  Moyer, 
of  I-  r  >biir  ■;.  Horace  Alleman,  Esq.,  of  Selinsgrove,  Prof.  D.  S.  Boyer,  of 
Freeburg  academy,  Dr.  J.  Y.  Shindel,of  Middleburg,  A.  W.  Potter,  Esq. 
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of  Selinsgrove,  and  L.  W.  Anspach,  T.  J.  Eorrey,  Dr.  A.  M.  Pfahler,  C.  C. 
Bower  and  Miss  Lorena  G.  Evans,  of  our  own  teachers. 

The  institute  was,  by  many,  considered  the  best  and  most  interesting 
ever  held  in  the  county.  All  the  sessions,  especially  those  in  the  evening, 
were  well  attended  by  the  citizens,  and  it  is  believed  that  much  good  was 
accomplished. 

Some  of  the  teachers  who  were  not  in  attendance  had  sufficient  reasons 
for  their  absence,  others  had  not..  All,  I  believe,  afterwards  regretted  their 
absence,  and  hence  I  have  no  word  of  censure  for  any  of  them.  I,  however, 
do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  teachers  who  absent  themselves  from  the  County 
Institute,  without  a  sufficient  cause,  should  not  again  be  employed  to  teach. 
Dead  teachers  have  no  business  among  living  ones  ! 

There  are  impediments  in  the  way  of  making  all  our  institutes  success- 
ful : 

1st.  Oar  towns  are  all  too  small  to  realize  anything  but  the  smallest  frac- 
tion of  our  expenses  from  evening  lectures,  were  we  to  charge  admission 
fees. 

2d.  Our  teachers  have,  thus  far,  been  unwilling  to  make  an  annual  con- 
tribution for  the  purpose. 

3d.  Our  people  are  opposed  to  taking  anything  but  the  smallest  sum  out 
of  the  county  treasury. 

The  sum  last  year  taken  out  by  myself,  though  small  compared  with 
what  other  counties  willingly  every  year  pay  for  the  same  purpose  was  the 
largest  ever  required  in  this  county  ;  and  yet  I  employed  the  utmost  econ- 
omy compatible  with  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 

Directors. — No  matter  how  faithful  the  Superintendent  may  be  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  if  the  directors  fail  in  theirs  the  schools  cannot 
prosper ;  and  to  the  same  extent  that  they  fail,  the  children  are  robbed  of 
their  education,  and  the  taxes  of  the  district  wasted. 

There  is  no  more  responsible  office  in  a  district  than  that  of  school  di- 
rector. The  directors  are  entrusted  with  the  most  judicious  expenditure 
of  the  people's  money  to  secure  to  the  children  a  good  education  ;  and  that 
requires  men  of  judgment  and  integrity,  in  short,  the  best  men  in  the  dis- 
trict. Evidence,  however,  is  not  wanting  to  show  that  the  most  suitable 
men,  if  candidates,  are  often  defeated,  and  others,  who  possess  none  of  the 
requisite  qualifications,  elected.  When  such  is  the  case,  the  children  are 
made  to  suffer  for  the  short-sightedness  of  their  parents.  Men,  too,  some- 
times seek  the  office  from  impure  motives — to  secure  positions  as  teachers 
for  incompetent  relatives. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  speak  in  the  most  favorable  term?  of 
many  of  our  directors.     Their  frequent  visits  to  the  schools,  and  constant 
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solicitude  for  their  success,  deserve  the  most  unfeigned  gratitude  of  both 
children  and  parents. 

In  some  districts,  however,  there  was  very  little  interest  manifested  in 
the  schools.  Neither  directors  nor  parents  visited  them,  and  duty  compels 
me  to  say  that  some  of  them  were  almost  beyond  endurance,  poor. 

That  directors  need  not  visit  the  schools  until  there  is  complaint  against 
teachers,  is  a  most  mistaken  conception  of  duty.  They  should  visit 
them  frequently  to  see  how  they  aie  conducted,  whether  there  is  any  cause 
for  complaint,  and  to  encourage  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

There  is  perhaps  no  more  important  duty  that  directors  can  perform  in 
their  official  capacity,  than  that  of  accompanying  the  Superintendent  in  his 
visits  to  the  schools,  to  receive  his  suggestions,  and  to  judge  for  themselves 
what  changes  and  improvements  are  necessary. 

Another  matter  of  no  less  importance  is  that  of  paying  the  teachers  ac- 
cording to  their  qualifications  and  the  quality  of  the  work  they  perform. 
Paying  them  all  indiscriminately,  both  competent  and  incompetent,  the 
same  salary,  is  neither  justice  to  those  well  qualified,  nor  the  most  judicious 
use  of  the  public  money. 

Conclusion. — I  tender  many  thanks  to  all  who  co-operated  with  me,  espe- 
cially to  the  School  Department,  for  favors  received,  and  to  directors, 
teachers  and  citizens  for  their  kindness  and  hospitality. 
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Houses. — Nine  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  One  in  each 
of  the  following  districts:  Addison,  Allegheny,  Brother's  Valley,  Cone- 
maugh,  Elk  Lick,  Milford,  Quemahoning,  Somerset  and  Lower  Turkeyfoot. 
With  one  exception,  these  are  neat,  comfortable  and  commodious  buildings. 
and  all,  except  the  one  in  Addison,  amply  supplied  with  black-board  sur- 
face.  While  the  sites  selected  by  some  boards  bespeak  for  them  an  intelli- 
gent judgment,  others  have  manifested  but  little  concern.  Greater  wisdom 
might  have  been  displayed  in  the  plan  and  erection  of  the  house  at  Con- 
fluence; a  single  room  is  insufficient  to  accommodate  the  pupils — some 
ninety  in  number — of  this  thriving  and  prosperous  village. 

Several  houses,  built  a  few  years  ago  are  now  entirely  too  small,  in  our 
statistical  table  we  have  marked  thirty  as  unfit  for  use  ;  several  of  these  are 
antiquated,  dilapidated  structures,  and  ought  to  be  re-placed  by  new  ones 
as  soon  as  it  can  possibly  be  done. 
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Grounds. — Although  directors  are  much  more  liberal  in  procuring  plea- 
sant locations  upon  which  to  "build  than  they  were  years  ago,  these  grounds 
are  most  wofully  neglected.  We  have  not,  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
instructions  laid  down  by  the  Department,  a  solitary  one  to  report  as  suit- 
ably improved.  Half  an  acre  is  usually  selected  in  the  form  of  a  parallelo- 
gram, without  much  regard  to  length  and  breadth.  Lots  might  occasion- 
ally be  secured  upon  which  are  found  young  native  trees,  thus  affording  a 
delightful  shade  in  summer  and  breaking  the  storms  in  winter.  The  school 
lots  now  destitute  of  trees,  often  in  open  places  and  bleak  hills,  could  be 
materially  improved  at  a  trifling  expense,  by  planting  shade  trees  and  or- 
namental shrubbery,  which  can  be  found  in  abundance  in  our  forests. 

Furniture. — The  houses  built  during  the  year  have  been  furnished  with 
suitable  desks.  The  new  house  in  Elk  Lick  has  the  best  furniture.  I  have 
discovered  that  aged  men  do  not  make  the  most  efficient  school  directors, 
judging  from  their  works.  "And  by  their  works  we  know  them."  In  two 
districts,  where  we  found  poorly  constructed  buildings  recently  erected, 
the  boards  are  composed  in  most  part  of  elderly  gentlemen.  The  ceiling 
of  one  house  built  last  summer  is  entirely  too  low,  windows  low  and  small,  no. 
black-board  surface  whatever.  Upon  inquiring  why  such  a  building  was  erec- 
ted, I  received  the  repl}r,  that  "it  is  a  great  deal  better  than  the  school  house 
I  used  to  attend."  Very  few  changes  have  been  wrought  in  the  furniture 
of  the  old  buildings.  In  a  few  houses  are  still  found  the  long  desks  and 
high  benches,  that  bear  the  scars  of  many  a  mischievous  boy. 

Apparatus. — While  a  large  number  of  our  schools  are  tolerably  well  sup- 
plied, having  out-line  maps,  globes,  cube  root  blocks,  writing  tablets,  ele- 
mentary, phonetic  and  astronomical  charts,  there  are  still  several  districts 
that  are  almost  destitute.  Every  efficient  teacher  and  intelligent  parent 
can  not  fail  to  see  the  need  of  these  valuable  aids.  What  a  child  sees  it 
will  remember,  no  verbal  explanation  can  be  made  as  satisfactory  to  the 
young  mind  as  the  illustrations  afforded  by  means  of  apparatus.  Those 
who  oppose  the  introduction  of  apparatus  would  do  well  to  look  back  to 
the  day  when  the  use  of  the  black-board,  and  the  study  of  grammar  and 
mental  arithmetic,  &c,  were  counted  of  doubtful  utility  and  met  with  dis- 
favor. But  we  must  divide,  and  censure  whom  censure  is  due ;  directors 
frequently  complain  of  the  negligence  and  incompetency  of  teachers  to  use 
the  apparatus  already  provided,  so  that  there  is  but  little  encouragement 
to  furnish  more.  There  .is  no  necessity  of  teachers  being  so  dilatory  as  to 
have  this  blame  attached  to  them  ;  by  some  exertion  on  their  part,  they 
can  teach  with  apparatus.  A  few  of  our  teachers  have  supplied  themselves 
with  some  of  the  most  useful  articles  for  illustration.  This  course  I  would 
strongly  commend,  as  private  property  is  more  likely  to  be  carefully  pre- 
served and  successful!}'  used.     Suitable  apparatus  is  just  as  necessary  and 
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essential  in  the  school  room  as  instruments  to  the  surgeon  or  tools  to  the 
mechanic. 

Teachers. — About  two-thirds  of  the  number  engaged  in  teaching  rendered 
full  satisfaction,  one-fourth  gave  fair  satisfaction,  and  the  remainder,  one- 
twelfth,  have  evidently  mistaken  their  c.tllipg;  many  of  those  who  did  not 
succeed  had  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  branches  taught,  but  were  minus 
the  faculty  of  interesting  their  pupils,  maintaining  order  and  imparting  to 
others  Avhat  they  knew.  In  anticipation  of  a  scarcity  of  teachers,  not  as 
many  were  rejected  as  should  have  been.  We  endeavored  to  raise  the 
standard  of  qualifications,  and  thus  cut  off  the  negligent,  faithless  and  in- 
competent. 

Directors. — While  a  majority  of  our  directors  are  earnest,  efficient  offi- 
cers, there  are  in  some  districts  a  disposition  to  retard  rather  than  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  our  schools.  Frequently  men  are  elected  who 
are  ignorant  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  director,  and  inasmuch  as  their 
time  is  demanded  for  which  they  receive  no  pecuniary  remuneration,  are 
unwilling  to  devote  additional  time  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  neces- 
sary equipments  to  fight  the  battles  successfully.  We  are  sorry  that  we 
are  compelled  to  report  three  districts,  namely  :  Jenner,  Paint  and  Alle- 
gheny as  not  having  complied  with  the  school  law  in  keeping  their  schools 
open  the  required  term  of  five  months,  thereby  forfeiting  their  State  appro- 
priation, unless  a  satisfactory  reason  can  be  given  for  this  neglect  of  duty. 

Examinations. — When  classes  Avere  large  the  written  method  was  adopted 
principally,  but  when  practicable  the  oral  and  written  combined.  Each  ex- 
amination was  witnessed  b}r  a  respectable  number  of  directors  and  citizens. 
At  Xew  Centreville  the  building  was  filled  to  excess. 

Visitations. — Owing  to  the  extremely  cold  weather  and  deep  snow  drifts, 
fourteen  schools  were  not  reached.  In  two  districts  the  entire  board  ac- 
companied me,  and  generally  one  or  more  members  of  each  board.  While 
the  visitations  of  so  many  sohools  has  been  attended  with  considerable 
expense,  much  exposure  and  hard  labor,  it  has  also  been  the  source  of 
great  pleasure.  District  secretaries  do  not  in  any  case  act  as  district  su- 
perintendents or  receive  any  compensation  as  such.  With  a  few  exceptions 
they  receive  remuneration  for  their  services  as  secretary.  Some  schools 
are  frequently  visited  by  parents,  but  those  arc  not  numerous.  The  Buffalo 
Valley  school  report  book,  in  Brother's  Valley  township,  had  recorded 
eighty-four  visits  during  the  term. 

Graded  Schools. — There  are  but  seven  graded  schools  in  the  county. 
We  expect  to  be  able  in  our  next  annual  report  to  add  at  least  one  more, 
that  of  Friedensburg,  and  probably  a  few  others.  The  school  at  Shanks- 
ville  is  positively  too  large  for  one  teacher.     In  the  prolific  villages  of  II r- 
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sina  and  Confluence  this  matter  also  demands  the  serious  attention  of  di- 
rectors. The  villages  of  Levansville,  New  Centreville  and  Wittenburg 
would  also  profit  by  having  graded  schools.  The  benefits  derived  from 
these  schools  cannot  be  over-estimated. 

Out-Buildings. — A  very  small  proportion  of  our  school  houses  have  ade- 
quate out-buildings.  Even  in  some  of  the  villages  this  matter  does  not  re- 
ceive due  consideration.  We  appeal  to  directors,  do  not  overlook  this  sub- 
ject, do  not  neglect  this  important  duty  any  longer. 

Normal  Schools. — To  these  local  Normal  schools  are  we  perhaps  more  in- 
debted than  to  any  other  agency  for  the  progress  we  have  made.  The  ma- 
jority of  our  teachers  enjoy  no  other  privilege  of  special  preparation  than 
that  offered  by  these  county  normals.  Seven  of  these  schools  were  in  ope- 
ration, in  different  parts  of  the  county  last  fall,  thus  making  it  convenient 
for  all  who  desired  to  attend. 

The  annual  County  Institute  convened  in  Somerset  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, and  continued  in  session  five  days.  It  proved  to  be  an  interesting 
meeting,  and  pronounced  by  those  present  an  entire  success.  About  one 
hundred  and  forty  teachers  were  present.  Miss  Rose  A.  M'Cleary,  elocu- 
tionist, Pittsburg,  gave  instruction  in  elocution  during  the  week,  and  a 
public  entertainment  on  Thursday  evening.  We  were  also  favored  by  sev- 
eral lectures  on  grammar,  by  Elder  Bittle,  of  Somerset.  Interesting  ad- 
dresses were  delivered  by  Rev.  Whetstone  and  Rev.  Smith,  on  educa- 
tional subjects.  The  essays  read  by  our  female  teachers  were  said  to  be 
more  numerous  and  far  superior  to  those  of  any  former  institute. 

Conclusion. — In  this  connection  it  seems  proper  so  state  that  all  the  of- 
ficial documents  of  my  predecessor  were  destroyed  by  the  fire  at  Somerset. 
oai  the  9th  of  May,  1872,  henoe  we  were  without  forms  or  blanks  of  any 
sort  for  several  months  after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  of  lice,  so  that 
if  we  have  been  remiss,  it  was  unintentional. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY.— John  W.  Martin. 

During  the  last  winter's  school  term,  one  of  the  best  houses  in  Cherry 
district,  with  its  contents,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  school  was  continued 
to  completion  in  a  vacated  dwelling  house.  Forks  district,  with  soae  indi- 
vidual help,  put  up  at  Forksvillc  the  best  school  building  in  the  county,  at 
a  cost  of  about  fifteen 'hundred  dollars.  It  is  two  stories  high,  has  two 
school  rooms,  one  small  recitation  room  and  suitable  accommodations,  for 
hats,  wraps,  &c.  A  moderate  quantity  of  black-board  surface  is  provided. 
Only  one  of  the  rooms  is  yet  seated.     Fox  district  suffered  the  loss  of  the 
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Centre   school    house  by  fire.     It  was  an  old  one  and  out  of  repair.     A 

larger  one,  suitably  furnished  with  seats,  desks  and  black-board  surface, 
supplies  its  place.  Hills  Grove  also  engaged  in  the  work  of  improvement 
by  building  another  good  house.  This  puts  out  of  use  the  last  log  school 
house  in  the  county. 

If  putting  up  better  houses,  supplying  them  with  better  furniture  and 
increasing  school  apparatus  is  evidence  of  advancement,  then  Sullivan 
county  is  progressing  in  her  educational  work. 

Elkland  has  made  arrangements  to  have  a  supply  of  out-houses.  Cherry 
has  begun,  and  it  is  to  be  desired  will  continue  the  work  until  each  school 
house  in  the  district  shall  have  upon  its  grounds  such  buildings  as  are 
necessary  for  the  well-being  of  teacher  and  pupil.  It  is  unpleasant  to  have 
a  cord  of  wood  or  a  ton  of  coal  piled  up  in  the  school  room,  yet  some 
teachers  prefer  it  to  digging  these  articles  from  the  snow. 

On  account  of  scarcity,  there  arose  a  demand  to  have  some  persons 
licensed  to  teach  who  were  thought  to  be  unfit.  Schools  and  teachers  have 
varied  from  good  to  very  poor. 

A  school  to  aid  in  preparing  the  teacher  for  his  work  was  opened  in  Au- 
gust at  Laporte,  and  continued  ten  weeks.  About  one  hundred  persons 
were  in  attendance.  A.  L.  Williams,  Maggie  Heverly  and  James  Redding 
assisted  in  the  work  of  teaching.  At  the  close  of  this  school  the  County 
Institute  was  convened  at  the  same  place.  C.  II.  Verril,  of  Mansfield 
school.  Superintendent  Tilden,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  A.  N.  Raub, 
City  Superintendent  of  Lock  Haven,  did  good  institute  work.  Their  ad- 
dresses and  talks  in  day  sessions  were  listened  to  with  marked  attention. 
The  thanks  of  all  interested  in  this  county  are  due  to  the  school  Depart- 
ment for  the  valuable  services  of  A.  N.  Raub. 

100I  directors  ought  to  be  wise  and  good.     Upon  them  the  Legislature 
d   more  power  than  upon  any  other  agency  of  the  common 
schu  m.     They  ought  to  know  their  lines  of  duty  and  confine  them- 

selves to  them.     When  they  interfere  in  the  matter  of  licensing  persons  to 
1  their  limits  and  perpetrate  a  great  wrong  upon  the  Su- 
perii  q1  and  the  system.     A  kind  of  interference  is  found  in  deciding 

upoi  q's  merits  and  hiring  him  to  teach  without  a  valid  certificate, 

then,  at  the  expiration  of  a  month  or  two.  ask  the  County  Superintendent 
to  revive,  renew,  endorse  or  in  some  way  to  legalize  their  act.  When  the 
time  shall  come  that  each  agency  shall  know  its  own  duty  and  faithfully 
do  it.  there  may  be  looked  for  more  harmony  and  greater  prosperity  in  thu 
cduc  !  tonal  field. 
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SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY.— W.  C.  Tilden. 

Sure  but  slow  progress  has  been  made  in  the  character  and  success  of 
teachers  and  schools.  This  has  been  and  can  be  secured  but  by  continued 
and  patient  care  and  counsel  on  the  part  of  those  connected  with  school 
work.  A  large  number  of  teachers  are  read}''  to  receive  counsel  and  even 
correction,  from  a  desire  to  do  well  in  the  profession,  and  a  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility has  been  awakened  to  a  greater  degree  than  formerly,  thus  in- 
creasing the  moral  influences  and  culture  of  the  schools.  Much  remains  to 
be  done,  but  the  work  of  the  past  gives  hope  for  the  future,  and  an  assur- 
ance that  patient  and  faithful  efforts  are  not  lost  in  any  good  work. . 

A  few  schools  were  poor  during  the  year,  yet  very  few  failures ;  and  in 
the  majority  of  districts,  the  people,  with  the  directors,  are  awakening  to 
the  difference  between  good  and  poor  schools. 

Too  great  carelessness  exists  in  the  choice  of  directors,  and  too  many 
persist  in  a  practical  fault-finding  with,  and  a  real  neglect  of  the  schools  ; 
and,  at  times,  the  failures  in  school  are  the  result  of  outside  influences  and 
not  the  inefficiency  of  the  teacher.  Some  are  able  to  conduct  schools  well 
and  secure  success  under  any  influence  from  without,  and  where  careless- 
ness or  riot  have  prevailed,  but  all  are  not  so.  Adaptation  to  each  and 
every  situation  and  crisis  is  within  the  ability  of  very  few,  and  from  this 
arises  another  serious  obstacle  in  the  school  work. 

Too  little  care  is  taken  to  learn  or  rightly  use  the  fitness  of  individuals 
to  the  variety  of  schools  and  communities,  so  that  often  teachers  are  placed 
where  a  common  foresight  would  expect  failure. 

A  constant  advance  is  going  forward  in  the  locality,'  size  of  grounds, 
value  and  arrangement  of  school  houses,  yet  few  if  any  reach  first  class  as 
defined  by  the  School  Department. 

School  Apparatus  is  limited.  Out-line  maps  are  in  most  of  the  schools, 
many  have  small  globes,  some  writing  charts,  some  without  even  a  suitable 
black-board.  County  and  branch  institutes  have  done  much  to  aid  teach- 
ers and  awaken  an  interest  in  methods  and  school  order.  Prominent 
among  our  schools  in  order  and  success  have  been  the  graded  schools  at 
Montrose.  Susquehanna  Depot  and  Harford,  the  influence  of  which  has  aided 
materially  in  the  success  in  their  respective  communities.  The  majority 
of  districts  have  winter  and  summer  terms,  and  very  frecpient  changes  of 
teachers,  which  is  unfortunate  as  a  rule,  not  admitting  of  a  harmonious  and 
thorough  training  of  the  schools. 

The  summer  schools  are  taught  almost  exclusively  by  females,  an;!  they 
also  teach  in  over  three-fourths  of  the  winter  schools. 
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A  very  few  schools  were  not  visited  during  the  year,  because  of  irregu- 
lar session,  absence  of  teacher,  the  very  stormy  season  with  the  great  body 
now.  and  other  similar  causes,  and  yet  a  large  number  were  visited 
more  than  once.  A  ride  of  two  thousand  lour  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
with  a  horse,  over  the  hills  and  through  the  valleys  of  this  county,  amid 
the  rough  roads  and  heavy  snow  drifts,  takes  time  and  strength  in  no  small 
degree,  and  yet  it  is  but  a  part  of  the  work,  when  the  school  visitations, 
examinations,  writing  of  letters,  institutes,  with  the  constant  answering 
of  questions  and  care  of  all  the  work  is  taken  into  account.  The  earnest 
friendship  of  teachers  and  directors,  with  the  general  cordial  good-Avill  of 
all,  have  greatly  encouraged  in  the  work,  and  contributed  much  toward  th« 
success. 

The  Superintendent  has  been  greately  burdened  and  hindered  because 
many  directors  do  not  attend  carefully  to  their  part  of  the  work.  Teachers 
are  illegal}'  employed  occasionally,  who  have  no  certificate,  and  many  art' 
not  required  to  present  a  certificate  that  the  grade  may  be  examined,  so 
that  private  examinations  are  made  necessary  to  avoid  greater  trouble,  and 
teachers  secure  positions  above  their  ability  when  the  certificate  held  would 
show  a  limited  preparation.  With  unwearied  interest  in  the  great  work, 
we  expect  greater  success  in  the  future. 


TIOGA  COUNTY,— E.  Hobton. 

On  comparing  the  school  grounds,  houses,  furniture,  apparatus,  &c,  of 
our  county  with  the  standard  furnished  us  by  the  Department,  I  find  that 
but  very  few  stand  the  test. 

School  Grounds. — I  regret  that  I  can  only  report  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  of  sufficient  size,  of  "  one-half  an  acre  or  more  ;"  while  not  one  is  suita- 
bly improved,  "  neatly  fenced,  planted  with  shade  trees,  and  properly  pre- 
pared as  a  place  for  the  plays  of  children."  Only  a  few  are  even  fenced. 
It  is  strange,  that  where  land  is  so  plenty  and  cheap,  that  at  least  one-half 
an  acre  cannot  be  spared  for  the  children  in  every  school  district.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  surroundings  have  a  great  deal  to  do  in  rendering 
the  schools  pleasant  and  attractive,  as  well  as  profitable.  Children  love  to 
go  to  schoql  where  everything  is  beautiful  and  home-like  ;  and  as  a  rule,  I 
always  find  the  best  schools,  where  I  find  the  most  attractive  school 
grounds. 

Houses. — During  the  year  twelve  new  houses  have  bsen  built.  Ten  to 
take  the  place  of  some  of  the  school  "  shanties  "  reported  last  year,  and  two 


TIOGA  COUNTY.  159 

for  new  schools;  Blossburg  and  Arnot  built  new  houses  for  new  schools; 
both  beautiful  buildings  and  well  adapted  for  school  purposes.  J  reported  • 
last  year  fifty-seven  as  iirst-class  houses,  but  upon  comparing  them  with 
the  standard  furnished,  viz  :  "  One  pleasantly  located,  well  constructed, 
amply  large,  with  a  portico  in  front  or  at  the  sides,  convenient  places  for 
baskets  and  clothing,  a  case  for  books  and  apparatus,  ceiling  at  least  twelve 
feet  high,  with  not  less  than  one  hundred  square  feet  of  black-board  sur- 
face ;  well  lighted,  well  heated,  well  ventilated  and  neatly  furnished  with 
seats  adapted  to  the  size  of  pupils,  and  when  intended  for  graded  school, 
the  above  description  should  apply  to  every  room,  and  in  addition  there 
should  be  a  room  for  the  principal,"  I  find  that  we  have  not  one  that  will 
stand  the  test.  Still,  our  houses  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  our 
surrounding  sister  counties.  We  have  now  only  fifteen  of  the  "  shanties," 
or  "  those  unfit  for  use"  left. 

Schools. — Seven  new  schools  have  been  added  during  the  year,  making 
in  all  two  hundred  and  sevcnt3'--eight.  Of  these  forty-six  are  graded,  four 
more  than  last  year.  A  large  number  are  poorly  classified,  owing  to  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  text-books.  I  have  again  and  again  called  the  attention  of  our 
directors  to  the  want  of  a  uniformity  of  text-books,  yet  in  many  of  the 
districts  the  evil  still  exists.  The  Bible  is  read  in  all  of  our  schools,  and 
in  many  the  Lord's  prayer  is  repeated.  The  higher  branches  are  taught 
in  all  of  our  graded  schools,  and  in  many  of  our  ungraded  ones. 

Vocal  Music  is  being  introduced  in  many  of  our  schools — seventy-one 
more  than  last  year,  which  is  surely  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  Map 
drawing  is  taught  in  nearly  all  of  the  schools. 

Teachers. — Ninety-six  males  and  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  females 
have  been  employed  during  the  year.  Eighty  have  had  no  experience, 
ninety-one  have  taught  less  than  one  year,  one  hundred  and  twentjr  have 
taught  more  than  five  years.  Nine  intend  to  make  teaching  a  profession. 
One  hundred  and  forty-six  have  attended  a  Normal  school,  twenty -three 
have  graduated  at  a  Normal  school,  and  all  who  have  taught  in  the  county 
have  read  books  on  teaching.  A  few  were  almost  failures,  owing  to  a  want 
of  government,  but  as  a  class  our  teachers  are  earnest  and  energetic,  and 
are  anxious  to  do  all  that  they  can  for  their  schools.  Well  qualified  teach- 
ers were  very  scarce  for  our  winter  schools,  and  necessity  compelled  me  to 
place  a  number  in  the  schools  who  were  far  below  the  standard  ;  but  with 
the  help  of  our  Normal  and  graded  schools,  we  expect  soon  to  overcome 
this,  and  be  able  to  place  in  all  our  schools  teachers  thoroughly  qualified. 

Institutes. — Our  County  Institute  was  again  very  successful.  Nearly  three 
hundred  and  fifty  members  were  enrolled.  The  instructors  and  lecturers 
were  Profs.  F.  A.  Allen,  A.  C.  Winters,  Ira  Dayles,  Rev.  N.  L.  Reynolds 
and  Miss  Flora  T.  Parsons.     I  think  the  danger  of  our  institutes  foiling 
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for  want  of  members  is  now  past.     Our  citizens,  as  well   as  our  teachers, 
•  are  now  anxious  for  the  success  of  the  institute. 

The  educational  advancement  during  the  year  past,  compares  favorably 
•with  that  of  the  preceding.  True,  all  has  not  been  sunshine.  In  some  lo- 
calities personal  and  selfish  interests  block  the  wheels  for  a  time;  still, 
the  great  car  of  progress  moves  onward,  and  our  schools  receive  the  un- 
qualified and  earnest  support  of  our  most  prominent  citizens.  Our  graded 
schools  have  taken  rapid  strides  in  advance  during  the  past  two  years. 
Some  of  our  best  scholars  are  now  found  in  them.  Wcllsboro'  high  school 
under  Prof.  Winters,  has  prepared  a  class  of  boys  and  girls  to  enter  col- 
lege, and  some  of  them  entered  at  the  head  of  their  class.  While  I  feel 
that  our  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  generally  deserve  much  praise  and 
credit  for  the  advancement  we  have  made,  I  still  see  that  there  is  much 
more  to  be  done  to  bring  all  of  our  people  in  complete  harmony  with  the 
present  school  system,  so  that  all  may  "  work  together  as  one  man."  Th«re 
a;*  yet  obstacles  in  the  way  of  improvement,  which  we  have  mentioned  in 
former  reports,  consisting  of  "boarding  around,"  directors  doing  their 
work  gratuitously,  and  as  a  result,  inefficient  directors,  &c,  all  of  which 
we  expect  to  see  overcome  "  in  the  good  time  coming." 


UNION  COUNTY.— A.  S.  Burrows. 

In  transmitting  this  my  first  annual  report,  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
there  are  some  cheering  evidences  of  progress  ;  advancement  in  educational 
matters  nlay  seem  to  be  slow  at  times,  yet  it  is  none  the  less  sure.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  standard  of  excellency  in  the  majority  of 
our  schools  is  considerably  advanced.  Many  of  our  people  demand  good 
schools,  but  fail  in  a  pecuniary  sense  to  measure  excellence  in  school  affairs 
as  they  would  in  other  matters  from  which  they  expect  to  derive  beni 
In  other  words,  the  salaries  paid  to  many  of  our  earnest  and  faithful  teach- 
ers are  too  low. 

Houses. — Five  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
are  Substantial  buildings,  neatly  furnished  with  convenient  desks  and  seats. 
The  new  buildings  are  located  as  follows  :  East  Buffalo,  one ;  Union,  one  ; 
White  Deer,  one;  Lewis,  one;  Hartley,  one.  The  first  three  are  brick 
buildings,  and  the  others  wooden.  Those  in  Union  and  East  Buffalo  are 
furnished  with  seats  and  desks  manufactured  at  Lewisburg.  .Something  is 
being  done  in  the  way  of  improving  the  appcacance  of  school  rooms  and 
school  grounds,  beautifying  them  with  pictures  and  tlowers.     Also,  quite  a 
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number  of  teachers  have  furnished  their  rooms  with  the  Lancaster  mottoes. 
These  efforts  to  improve  the  appearance  of  school  rooms  are  very  com- 
mendable and  should  be  encouraged.  No  better  evidence  of  refinement  aiid 
culture  in  a  community  is  wanting,  than  neat  well-regulated  school  build- 
ings, with  plsasant  surroundings. 

Furniture. —  About  twenty-one  schoolrooms  are  now  supplied  with  pat- 
ent furniture.  In  this  Buffalo  takes  the  lead,  having,  with  two  exceptions. 
furnished  all  her  school  rooms  with  the  Lewisburg  patent  furniture.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  time  will  soon  come,  when  none  but  good  furniture  will 
be  found  in  all  the  schools  of  Union  county.  If  directors  would  hold 
teachers  strictl}'  accountable  for  the  proper  care  of  buildings,  furniture,  ap" 
paratus,  &c,  during  the  school  session,  and  entrust  their  care  to  responsible 
persons  during  vacation,  school  property  would  be  better  preserved  than 
it  now  is. 

Apparatus. — The  directors  of  Mitflinburg  deserve  commendation  for 
having  furnished  their  schools  with  maps,  charts,  globes,  mathematical 
blocks,  &c.  In  some  instances  teachers  have  supplied  themselves  with 
needed  apparatus.  Many  of  our  schools  have  none  whatever,  and  com- 
paratively little  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  by  directors  to  supply 
the  want.  A  mechanic  may  with  as  good  reason  be  required  to  work  with- 
out the  necessaiy  tools,  as  a  teacher  without  apparatus. 

Teachers. — The  number  of  male  teachers  employed  during  the  year  was 
«eventy-four  ;  females  twenty-six.  Number  who  had  no  experience  six- 
teen ;  twelve  had  taught  less  than  one  year  ;  thirty-two  had  taught  more 
than  five  years  ;  thirty-two  expected  to  make  teaching  a  permanent  busi- 
ness. In  the  main,  this  class  are  industrious  and  successful  teachers,  and 
deserve  better  pay  and  longer  school  terms  than  they  now  have.  Buffalo 
is  the  only  rural  district  in  wlfich  the  salary  is  proportioned  according  to 
the  grade  of  certificate  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  her  schools  are  generally 
supplied  with  excellent  teachers. 

Count;/  Institute. — Although  the  horse  disease  was  prevailing  at  the  time, 
our  County  Institute  was  well  attended,  especially  by  the  teachers,  many  of 
whom  came  on  foot  from  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  county,  and  were  in 
attendance  the  whole  week.  Prof.  F.  A.  Allen  was  with  us,  and  gave  most 
valuable  instruction.  Lectures  were  delivered  by  President  Loomis  and 
Prof.  Lowry,  of  the  Lewisburg  Universit}r ;  Prof.  Hewitt,  principal  of 
Uloomsburg  State  Normal  school,  and  Dr.  Wilson,  of  New  Berlin.  The 
president  and  professors  of  Lewisburg  University  are  in  full  sympathy' 
with  the  common  schools,  are  ready  to  co-operate  in  any  enterprise 
tending  to  make  them  more  efficient. 

The   Press, — The  press  deserves  favorable  mention  for  the  active  part  it 

takes  in  behalf  of  popular  education.     Its  columns  are  open,  free  of  charge, 
1G  Souool  Rep. 
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to  all  educational  articles  calculated  to  advance  the  interest  of  our  common 

schools. 

Conclusion. —  For  acts  of  kindness  on  the  part  of  teachers,  directors  and 
others,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  department,  who  have  aided  me  by  in- 
struction and  advice,  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks. 
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One  year  has  elapsed  since  I  assumed  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
the  office  of  Superintendent  ;  and  I  can  truthfully  say,  that  although  there 
has  been  much  to  discourage  the  friends  of  education  in  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts, yet  taking  the  schools  of  the  county  as  a  whole,  they  have  at  least 
done  fair  work. 

Houses. — There  are  in  the  county  one  hundred  and  ninety  school  build- 
ings, nine  of  which  were  built  during  the  year ;  two  other  houses,  one  at 
Pleasantville  and  one  at  Emlenton,  will  be  completed  by  December.  There 
were  mistakes  made  in  selecting  sites  for  some  of  those  houses,  not  being 
selected  with  a  view  to  beauty  of  location  or  accessibility.  These  houses 
built  were  generally  first  class,  but  the  furniture  placed  in  some  of  them 
was  the  old  style  of  desks,  made  of  boards  planed  on  one  side,  and  designed 
to  seat  from  two  to  six  scholars.  I  think  that  those  interested  will  discover 
soon,  that  patent  furniture,  on  account  of  its  durability,  if  for  nothing  else, 
is  much  cheaper  in  the  end.  Of  the  school  buildings  in  the  county,  twenty 
seven  come  up  to  the  standard  of  first  class  houses ;  forty-five  are  unfit  for 
use,  and  the  remainder  good  houses. 

Schools. — There  are  in  the  county,  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  schools  ; 
sixty-four  of  which  are  graded,  eight  graded  during  the  year  ;  these  schools 
are  scattered  over  five  hundred  and  sixteen  square  miles  of  territory,  a  por- 
tion of  which  is  poor  and  sparsley  settled  ;  but  it  is  not  always  the  poor  dis- 
trict that  has  poor  schools ;  neither  do  all  the  poor  districts  have  schools 
below  the  average  ;  but  it  appears  that  wherever  the  people  of  a  district 
have  the  desire  to  secure  good  schools  for  their  children,  there  they  are 
found ;  but  the  cost  in  a  weak  district  is  relatively  much  heavier  than  in 
the  wealthy.  If  the  State  appropriation  was  increased  about  four  fold,  it 
would  remedy  this. 

School  Boards. — A  goodly  number  of  the  school  boards  of  Venango 
county  are  composed  of  men  noted  for  their  intelligence,  and  who  feel  the 
responsibility  they  are  under  to  their  God,  to  their  country  and  to  the  ris- 
ng  generation  while  exercising  the  duties  of  their  exceedingly  responsible 
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office,  and  go  to  work,  determined  to  secure  efficient  teachers,  holding  at 
the  same  time  these  truths  :  care  and  sufficient,  salary  ivill  procure  efficient 
teachers^  and  efficient  teachers  will  secure  good  schools.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  state  that  they  have  succeeded,  that  their  schools  are  good,  that  the 
people  of  these  districts  pay  their  school  tax  cheerfully  and  look  upon  their 
schools  as  their  crowning  glory.  But  there  are  other  boards  where  men  of 
this  class  are  in  a  minority  and  other  counsel  prevails,  the  sum  set  as  the 
teachers'  salary  is  the  lowest  at  which  it  is  thought  the  schools  can  be  filled, 
and  too  often  the  sum  paid  their  teachers  is  more  than  they  are  worth. 

Teachers — Venango  county  has  many  excellent  teachers  ;  teachers  that 
have  done  honor  to  the  profession — good  men,  good  women  engaged  in  the 
noblest  calling  of  life — the  intellectual  and  moral  elevation  of  the  masses. 
Yet  truth  constrains  us  to  say  that  she  has  her  drones,  and  to  them  ma}' 
be  attributed  nine-tenths  of  the  opposition  to  the  cause  of  education  found 
in  the  land.  The  patrons  of  these  schools  see  that  their  children  are  under 
teachers  that  are  anxious,  not  to  teach  those  children  as  much  as  possible 
each  day  and  month,  but  to.  seethe  evening  shadows  extend  and  the  month 
roll  by.     What  shall  be  done  with  them  is  the  question  of  the  hour  ? 

Work  Done. — I  held  forty-seven  public  examinations,  examined  three 
hundred  and  eigl^-five  (385)  applicants,  granted  two  hundred  and  fifU  - 
six  certificates,  averaging  one  and  eight-ninths  nearly,  and  refused  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty -nine,  about  thirty-three  per  cent.,  made  one  hundred  and 
seventy-four  visits  to  schools  averaging  one  hour  and  forty-five  minutes, 
wi-ote  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  official  letters,  held  two  local  insti- 
tutes and  one  County  Institute,  conducted  a  Normal  school  in  South  Oil 
City,  commencing  May  twenty-sixth  and  continuing  eleven  weeks,  and 
traveled  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  miles  during  the  year, 
in  discharging  my  duties. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  rn^ke  the  following  suggestions  to 
the  school  boards  in  our  county. 

1st.  Grade  3-our  teachers'  salaries  according  to  their  certificates;  it  will 
prove  a  stimulus  to  those  deficient  in  scholastic  attainments. 

2d.  After  a  teacher  has  had  a  fair  trial  in  a  school,  and  has  proven  in- 
competent, discharge  that  teacher.  He  is  doing  the  reverse  of  what  you 
employed  him  to  do,  and  should  not  be  there. 

3d.  Have  but  one  school  term  in  the  year,  and  have  it  commenced  about 
the  first  of  September.  There  is  but  little  advancement  the  first  month  of 
a  term,  and  when  you  have  two  terms  you  lose  one  month  besides  that, 
the  fifth  and  sixth  months  of  a  term  advance  the  children  more  than  the 
first  four. 
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4l!i.  Have  your  secretary  visit  your  schools  monthly,  and  make  a  monthly 
report  to  you  in  writing,  staling  the  condition  of  each  school  in  your  dis- 
trict and  pay  him  for  his  time. 

5th.  Two  or  three  times  during  the  school  term  require  your  teacher  to 
assemble  in  your  district,  each  bringing  with  him  a  class,  (the  S.  13.  to  se- 
lect the  class  from  each  school,)  to  be  examined  in  convention  by  the  teacher 
of  the  school  to  which  the  class  belongs,  the  S.  B.  reserving  the  right  to  ask 
questions  or  appointing  someone  thereto.  No  teacher  to  know  which  class 
he  will  be  required  to  bring  out  more  than  two  days  in  advance  of  the  con- 
vention. 

6th.  Appropriate  a  portion  of  the  school  funds  to  furnish  each  member 
of  the  school  board  with  a  copy  of  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal — it  is 
legal  to  do  so.  It  is  the  official  organ  of  the  School  Department,  and  con- 
tains many  valuable  hints  that  may  be  of  use  to  you  in  the  discharge  of 
your  duties. 

I  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  from  whom  I  received  favors  during 
the  year. 


WARREN  COUNTY.— Byron  Sutherland. 

Last  year  at  the  spring  examinations  I  made  suggestions  to  teachers 
upon  the  value  of  flowers  and  pictures  in  the  school  room.  This  year  I 
notice  a  marked  effort  in  that  direction.  At  least  fifty  school  rooms  were 
decorated  with  pictures  or  flowers  quite  creditably,  and  in  many  instances 
with  a  display  of  great  deal  of  taste,  considering  the  limited  means  at 
the  command  of  the  teachers  and  the  necessarily  temporary  character  of 
the  work. 

During  the  }Tear  eight  new  houses  have  been  built,  generally  of  a  charac- 
ter in  keeping  with  the  needs  of  their  districts.  There  are  still  remaining 
eleven  houses  unfit  for  use  beyond  all  question.  The  County  Institute  was 
held  at  Wrights ville,  in  the  week  commencing  October  28,  and  was  an  entire 
success.  The  instructors  were  Mr.  (J.  L.  Eberhart,  of  New  Brighton,  Eras- 
tus  Crosby,  A.  M.,of  Tidioute,  Prof.  Fred.  Hooker,  of  Warren,  II.  I.  Gour- 
ley  of  Pittsburg,  and  N.  R.  Thompson  of  Sugar  Grove.  There  was  an 
average  of  about  150  teachers  present. 

The  interest  manifested  at  the  directors'  meeting,  presided  over  by  Hon. 
N.  P.  Dalrymple,  formerly  County  Superintendent,  was  very  encouraging. 
Although  the  attendance  wis  small,  the  time  assigned  was  found  too  short 
for  the  discussion  of  the  qnestions  brought  before  it. 
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The  evils  mentioned  in  my  last  report — "  irregularity  of  attendance"  and 
"boarding  round"  are  still  felt.  Considerable  interest  has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  county  upon  the  first  named  subject ;  there  seems  to  be  a 
strong  and  growing  sentiment  that  the  only  sure  remedy  is  some  law 
making  attendance  obligatoiy.  Deerfield  will  probably  be  added  to  the 
list,  this  year,  of  the  towns  that  have  abolished  the  boarding  around  prac- 
tice. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  school  work  I  have  traveled  2,550  miles,  held 
seven  public  meetings,  made  271  visits  to  schools,  written  hundreds  of  letters, 
besides  the  work  of  examinations  and  a  rapidly  increasing  office  business. 

Among  our  teachers  notable  for  their  zeal  and  professional  devotion,  I 
desire  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Mr.  N.  R.  Thompson,  F.  M.  Knapp, 
O.  J.  Gunnig,  Miss  Alice  Spencer,  Kate  Crecoft,  Etta  Warner,  C.  M.  Mack, 
Julia  S.  Hill,  Hattie  F.  Dalrymple,  Josie  Phillis,  Lydia  M'Key,  Mate 
M'Ley  and  Jennie  Rroughton. 

Mr.  Frederick  Hooker,  recently  principal  of  the  Warren  schools,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  a  very  efficient  worker  in  our  local  institutes,  has  quitted 
the  profession  and  taken  up  that  of  law. 

Three  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  county  last  winter — two  of  which 
were  successful. 

INDIAN    SCHOOL. 

The  Indian  school  at  Jennosedaga,  for  the  past  year,  has  been  under  the 
charge  of  Miss  A.  H.  Gregg,  of  Edinboro',  Pa.,  a  very  faithful  and  accom- 
plished teacher.  There  have  been  about  twenty  scholars  in  very  regular 
attendance.  An  attempt  was  made  by  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  schools 
upon  the  Cattaraugus  reservation,  to  take  several  of  the  children  away  from 
Jennosedaga  to  the  Cattaraugus  schools.  The  attempt  failed,  however,  as 
the  children  returned  as  soon  as  released. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expenditure  of  the  State  appropria- 
tion : 
Amount  of  appropriation $300  00 

To  Cynthia  Wooden,  for  teaching  one  month $45  00 

To  Miss  A.  H.  Gregg,  for  teaching  six  months 237  00 

To  H.  Orr  &  Co.,  for  books  and  stationery 12  15 

To  balance  unexpended,  June  1,  1873 5  2 

300  00 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY Wm.  G.  Fee. 

Having  given  in  throe  previous  annual  reports  a  detailed  account  of 
common  schools  and  higher  institutions  of  learning  in  this  county,  and  as 
no  one  year  produces  any  great  change  in  educational  affairs,  it  seems  to 
me  unnecessary  to  make  a  lengthy  report  at  this  time. 

Educational  Facilities. — Few,  if  any,  counties  in  the  Commonwealth  have 
more  or  Letter  facilities  for  the  education  of  j'outh  than  Washington 
county. 

The  high  school,  female  seminary  and  college  at  Washington,  a  classical 
academy  at  Canonshurg,  Monongahela  City  and  West  Alexander.  The 
S.  W.  N.  school  at  California,  a  Normal  institute  at  Claysville,  a  select 
school  near  W.  Middletown,  in  addition  to  the  two  hundred  and  eighty-six 
common,  schools,  afford  the  rising  generation  of  this  county  such  ample 
facilities  that  "  knowledge  reaches,  or  may  reach  every  house." 

House*. — Of  these  there  are  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  in  the  county  ; 
one  is  built  of  stone,  thirty-five  are  built  of  brick,  and  two  hundred  and 
nineteen  are  frame  buildings.  Thirty-seven  are  unfit  for  use,  eighteen  are 
badly  ventilated,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-four  are  without  a  suitable 
privy.  Only  thirty  are  first  class  houses.  The  estimated  value  of  these 
houses  and  grounds,  as  reported  by  the  several  school  boards,  is  $219,140. 
The  number  of  first  class  houses  is  small,  but  in  this  class  I  have  included 
only  those  that  are  pleasantly  located,  well  constructed,  amply  large,  with 
convenient  places  for  baskets  and  clothing,  a  case  for  books  and  apparatus, 
Sufficient  amount  of  black-board  surface,  well  lighted,  well  heated,  well 
ventilated,  and  neatly  furnished  with  seats  adapted  to  the  size  of  the  pu- 
pils. Of  second  class  houses,  the  number  is  much  larger,  and  by  an  ex- 
penditure of  a  few  hundred  dollars  to  the  house,  many  more  could  be  made 
to  rank  with  the  first  class. 

A  county  like  Washington,  distinguished  for  the  intelligence  and  mo- 
rality of  its  citizens,  and  in  point  of  wealth  and  influence  ranking  among 
the  foremost  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  should  have  a  first  class 
school  house  wherever  needed.  To  this  end  I  have,  and  will  continue  to 
use  my  influence,  and  by  the  co-operation  of  intelligent  and  liberal  boards 
much  has  been  done  in  this  direction  during  the  time  I  have  been  in  office. 
Still  a  great  work  remains  undone.  Very  many  school  houses  are  without 
a  coal  house,  or  if  they  have  one,  in  many  cases  the  roof  has  been  torn  off 
by  rude  boys. 

As  stated  above,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  are  without  a  suitable  privy. 
I  earnestly  entreat  school  officers  and  teachers  to  use  their  influence  to 
remedy  this  notorious  evil.  A  due  respect  for  common  decency  demands 
that  such  houses  be  built  at  once. 
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Only  six  new  houses  were  built  during  the  past  year — one  in  Robinson, 
one  in  Hanover,  one  in  Cross  Creek,  two  in  East  Pike  Run  and  one  in 
Carroll.  The  house  at  Patterson's  Mills,  Cross  Creek  township,  is  a  two 
story  building  with  a  school  room  on  each  floor.  It  is  beautifully  located, 
and  is  furnished  with  the  best  of  patent  furniture — cost  about  $2,000.  The 
directors  who  planned  and  built  it  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  patrons  and 
pupils  in  the  district. 

No  township  in  the  county  has  better  school  houses  than  East  Pike  Pun. 
and  If  the  grounds  were  fenced  and  ornamented,  these  buildings  and  sur- 
roundings would  be  all  that  the  friends  of  education  could  drsire. 

Besides  the  new  buildings  referred  to,  the  following  townships  made  ex- 
tensive improvements  in  one  or  more  houses,  viz :  Canonsburg,  Morris, 
Claysville,  Donegal,  Franklin,  Cioss  Creek  and  Hanover. 

The  school  board  of  Hanover  is  earnest!}'  engaged  in  the  improvement 
of  their  house  and  the  efficiency  of  their  schools.  To  accomplish  this  they 
have  lengthened  the  school  term,  increased  the  salary  of  teachers,  and  are 
exercising  greater  care  in  the  selection  of  their  teachers.  Good  results  are 
looked  for  in  due  time. 

Schools. — Of  the  two  hundred  and  eightj'-six  schools  in  the  county,  fifteen 
were  taught  by  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates;  sixty -three  by 
teachers  who  hold  professional  certificates,  and  the  remainder  by  those 
who  hold  provisional  certificates.  There  were  one  hundred  and  fifty-six 
female  teachers  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  male  teachers.  Their  av- 
erage age  was  twenty-four  years.  Fifty-two  had  no  experience,  and  ninety- 
eight  had  taught  more  than  five  years.  Thirteen  failed  to  teach  with  any 
good  degree  of  success.  Some  of  these  have  missed  their  calling,  and  a  few 
of  these  thirteen  were  too  careless  and  indolent  to  put  forth  an  effort. 
Should  they  fail  again,  no  certificates  will  be  granted  to  them,  no  matter 
what  degree  of  scholarship  they  may  possess.  I  must  in  justice  state  that 
the  failures  were  among  those  who  hold  provisional  certificates  of  low  grades. 
Were  it  not  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to  many  good  teachers,  I  would  like 
to  make  honorable  mention  of  a  few  teachers  of  larger  experience  and 
sound  scholarship,  who  were  eminently  successful  as  educators.  Although 
their  names  do  not  appear  on  this  printed  page,  still  their  memory  will  ever 
be  held  in  remembrance  by  those  who  were  blessed  with  their  instruction. 
No  county  in  this  part  of  the  State  is  qualifying  more  teachers  than  Wash- 
ington county,  but  low  wages  paid  by  some  districts  compel  many  of  our 
best  teachers  to  leave  for  other  counties  and  States,  where  they  can  com- 
mand higker  salaries.  North  Strabrane,  Chartiers  and  Hopewell,  paid  only 
$30  per  month  ;  Allen  paid  $50  per  month;  Monongahela  City  $70  to  her 
principal,  and  $35  to  the  assistants;  Washington  $120  per  month  to  her 
principal,  and  $35  to  her  assistants.     Smith,  Donegal,  Union,  Buffalo  and 
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[Independence  paid  £4o  to  $50,  according  to  grade  of  certificate.  So  long 
as  we  continue  to  employ  so  many  young  teachers,  so  long  wQ]  we  have 
schools  of  low  standing.  All  things  considered,  I  am  happy  to  he  ahleto 
report  that  the  schools  during  the  past  year  were  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
In  some  parts  of  the  county,  the  measles  caused  great  irregularity  in  at- 
tendance, and   this  will  account  for  the  low  average  from  some  districts. 

The  Count)/  Institute  convened  in  "Washington  on  Monday,  December 
23,  and  adjourned  Friday  night.  A  morning,  afternoon  and  evening  ses- 
sion were  held  each  day.  'I1  wo  hundred  and  eight  teachers  enrolled  them- 
selves as  members — a  very  large  number,  when  we  consider  that  the  weather 
was  unusually  cold,  and  the  roads  very  icy.  At  no  former  institute  did 
teachers  attend  so  punctually,  and  listen  so  attentively  to  the  exercises  of 
the  institute. 

Prof.  E.  H.  Barlow  and  Prof.  F.  A.  Allen,  were  in  attendance  the  entire 
week,  and  gave  much  valuable  instruction  to  teachers  and  spectators. 

The  exercises  of  each  session  were  interspersed  with  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music,  which  was  furnished  by  a  choir  from  the  S.  W.  X.  school  at 
California.  Valuable  assistance  was  rendered  by  Prof.  G.  G.  Hertzog  and 
D.  S.  Pullin. 

These  yearly  gathering  of  teachers  and  friends  of  education  can  not  but 
be  highly  beneficial  to  all  our  educational  interests,  especiall}*  to  our  com- 
mon schools. 

Before  we  enforce  compulsory  attendance  by  pupils,  would  it  not  be  well 
to  enforce  attendance  of  all  teachers  at  the  county  institute?  Some 
teachers  who  are  low  in  scholarship,  and  low  in  practice,  never  appear  at 
these  meetings.     Such  teachers  should  be  eompelled  to  attend. 

Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Rev.  G.  P.  Hays,  Rev.  Marcus  Or- 
mond  and  Prof.  F.  A.  Allen.  Large  and  appreciative  audiences  were  in  at- 
tendance at  all  the  sessions.  The  entire  cost  of  the  institute  was  $349  61, 
of  which  the  teachers  paid  the  greater  part.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
more  good  could  be  done  by  holding  the  institute  at  different  places  in  the 
county,  and  before  the  sessions  of  the  schools  are  so  far  advanced. 

District  Institutes  w ere  held  in  Carroll,  Smith  and  Hanover.  These  were 
generally  well  conducted,  and  they  were  the  means  of  awakening  an  inter- 
est among  the  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons.  But  where  teachers  are  young 
and  without  experience,  the  same  amount  of  money  paid  to  a  good  district 
superintendent  would  be  much  more  beneficial,  and  at  the  same  time  re- 
lieve the  directors  from  school  visitation.  Eight  local  institutes  were  held 
in  different  parts  of  the  county. 

State  Normal  Sdiool,  located  at  California,  is  doing  a  good  work  for  this 
and  adjoining  counties.  The  main  building  is  now  completed,  and  one 
dormitorv  is  well  advanced  towards  completion.     The  directors  contem- 
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plate  the  erection  of  another  one  sooji  as  the  work  can  be  done.  With  its 
completion  will  come  the  recognition  of  the  school.  Her  students  will 
then  have  material  aid,  and  her  graduates  will  have  diplomas  awarded  to 
them.  The  town  of  California  is  in  great  need  of  railroad  connection,  but 
this  she  will  soon  have,  as  two  companies  are  now  building  roads,  which 
will  give  her  connections  east  and  west,  north  and  south. 

The  Claysville  Normal  Institute  is  well  attended,  and  has  energetic  and 
well  qualified  instructors. 

The  hindrances  to  progress,  which  I  named  in  my  last  report,  still  exist. 
The  suggestions  for  improvements  are  about  the  same,  and  need  not  be 
repeated  here. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  state,  that  since'  I  first  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  my  office,  I  have  noticed  a  marked  change  in  the  qualification  of  teachers. 
This  gives  me  reason  to  hope  for  a  higher  degree  of  attainments  on  the 
part  of  teachers ;  and  I  fondly  hope  that  an  enlightened  community  will 
appreciate  their  services  as  educators. 

To  the  Department  I  return  my  thanks  for  many  acts  of  kindness,  and 
hope  they  may  long  continue  to  fill  the  same  positions.  To  the  many  gen- 
erous, hospitable  and  kind-hearted  pupils,  teachers,  directors  and  friends, 
whom  I  have  met  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  I  return  my  unfeigned  thanks. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— D.  G.  Allen. 

Having  published  a  report  of  each  school  district  since  the  1st  of  Juue, 
181 3,  in  the  county  papers,  directing  the  attention  of  each  board  of  directors 
to  the  schools  of  such  sub-districts  as  needed  consolidation,  classification, 
repairs,  &c,  I  now,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  law,  transmit  to  the  State 
Department  a  summary  of  the  same. 

Work  done  by  Superintendent. — Number  of  public  examinations  held, 
20  ;  private,  6  ;  number  of  male  teachers  examined,  58  ;  female  teachers  ex- 
amined, 186  ;  number  who  never  taught,  67  ;  male  teachers  rejected,  5  ; 
female,  23  ;  provisional  certificates  issued  and  renewed,  211 ;  professional, 
7  ;  number  of  visits  to  schools,  217  ;  average  time  spent  in  each  2  hours  ; 
held  one  institute,  which  while  not  so  well  attended  as  formerly,  owing  to 
the  epizooty  which  stopped  all  equine  travel,  must,  if  judged  from  a  fair 
standard  of  criticism,  he  pronounced  a  success  ;  attended  the  State  Teachers' 
Convention;  the  Luzerne  County  Institute;  posted  397  letters  and  circu- 
lars ;  traveled  2,000  miles;  taught  one  term  of  eleven  weeks  in  the  Wayne 
County  Normal  school,  and  devoted  the  balance  of  time  to  the  deversity 
of  little  duties  which  an  interested  officer  will  find. 
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Improvement  and  progress  have  been  made  in  some  districts  in  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  : 

First.  More  accurate  reports  from  secretaries,  although  many  (probably 
to  the  interest  of  the  board)  were  not  audited. 

Second.  A  greater  demand  for  first  class  teachers. 

Third.  Better  constructed  and  furnished  houses. 

Fourth.  The  consolidation  of  school  term. 

Obstacles  in  the  way  of  improvement  are  many,  a  few  of  which  I  will 
mention. 

First.  The  determined  persistence  on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  our  school 
officers  in  dividing  the  school  year  six  months,  into  two  terms — summer  and 
winter,  and  changing  the  teacher  with  the  season.  Summer  school  is  not 
the  most  profitable,  because  at  this  season  but  few  scholars  are  able  to  avail 
themselves  of  school  privileges,  the  majority  being  at  work;  besides  it 
leaves  a  vacation  in  the  fall,  at  a  time  when  the  most,  if  not  all  the  scholars 
could  attend.  If  the  terms  were  consecutive,  opening  in  the  fall,  many 
scholars  wrould  attend  four  months  in  the  year,  who  now  attend  but  three. 

Second.  The  frequent  changes  in  teachers  prevent  thoroughness  and 
progress;  make  double  the  amount  of  labor  for  directors;  deprive  the 
qualified  teacher  of  anything  like  steady  employ ;  give  employ  to  the  un- 
qualified, for  any  one  with  a  fair  amount  of  gumption  can  so  manipulate  a 
school  as  to  retain  a  position  for  thirteen  weeks. 

Teachers  employed  for  the  school  3-ear,  if  found  unqualified  at  the  expira- 
tion of  six  weeks  would  be  dismissed,  but  if  employed  for  thirteen  weeks 
would  be  allowed  to  put  in  their  time  to  the  detriment  of  the  school. 

Third.  The  failure  to  distinguish  between  the  good  and  poor  teachers, 
by  paying  them  according  to  their  respective  merits,  instead  of  paying  a 
uniform  price.  What  encouragement  has  a  teacher  to  toil  for  intellectual 
culture  and  skill  in  his  chosen  profession,  if  the  illiterate  and  unskillful  are 
equally  compensated  for  their  services.  Some  object  to  grading  the  salary 
according  to  the  certificate,  on  the  ground  that  some  with  limited  knowledge 
>>f  the  branches  to  be  taught  are  better  teachers  than  others  who  understand 
them  thoroughly.  While  we  admit  there  are  exceptions  to  all  rules,  we 
desire  to  state  that  the  certificate  indicates  skill  in  teaching  as  well  as  in 
scholarship.  The  average  of  the  certificate  is  materially  affected  by  this 
branch — skill  or  practice.  It  is  one  of  the  two  elements  by  which  the  aver- 
age is  obtained.  To  illustrate,  suppose  the  average  grade  of  scholarship  of 
two  teachers  be  presented  by  the  figure  2,  and  the  practice  of  the  one  by 
the  figure  1,  and  that  of  the  other  by  the  figure  3.  The  general  average  of 
the  first  is  H-  and  that  of  the  other  2^,  although  their  scholarship  is  alike. 

Fourth.  A  lack  of  black-board  is  to  a  school  what  the  lack  of  snow  is 
to  the  lumberman  or  the   plough  to  the  farmer.     It  could  and   should  be 
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used  in  every  recitation.  Its  advantages  are  manifold.  The  mind  acquires 
ideas  more  readily  through  the  sense  of  seeing  than  through  either  of  the 
other  senses.  The  board  appeals  to  the  vision  of  the  whole  class  at  the 
same  time  and  makes  perception  the  handmaid  of  reason,  and  form  the  ex- 
positor of  fact. 

Fifth.  Indifference  on  the  part  of  the  people.  This  cannot  fail  to  check 
the  enthusiasm  of  officers,  teachers  and  pupils.  But  very  few  can  work 
with  that  zeal  and  perseverance  that  ensure  success  unless  they  receive 
the  sympathy  and  encouragement  of  those  for  whom  they  labor.  This 
indifference  often  manifests  itself  in  electioneering  for  teachers  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  friendship  or  nepotism,  and  in  permitting  children  to  be  irregular 
in  their  attendance.  Many  scholars  will  attend  school  but  two  or  three 
days  during  the  week,  and  at  the  close  of  school  their  parents  will  complain 
l>eeause  they  have  not  advanced  in  their  studies — the  teacher,  of  course, 
has  to  bear  the  blame.  If  parents  would  send  their  children  to  school 
more  regularly  I  assure  them  the  cause  of  complaint  would  be  removed. 
Many  of  our  districts  report  fifty  per  cent,  of  attendance.  What  does  this 
mean  ?  It  means  that  out  of  one  hundred  days  of  school  fifty  have  been 
lost ;  that  one  half  the  money^  expended  for  school  purposes  has  been 
wasted.  This  evil  calls  loudly  for  remedy.  Teachers  can  do  something  to 
suppress  the  evil  by  informing  parents  at  the  end  of  every  month  of  the 
number  of  times  their  children  have  been  absent  and  tardy.  Many  parents, 
for  the  first  time,  will  learn  that  their  children  are  among  the  absentees. 
Directors  have  the  right  and  should  demand  regular  attendance. 

Sixth.  A  want  of  trained  teachers.  It  is  not  exactly  a  want  of  persons 
who  possess  a  sufficient  amount  of  book  learning,  nor  a  lack  of  those  who 
are  willing  to  work  and  do  work,  of  which  I  wish  to  speak,  but  teachers 
who  know  how  to  impart  knowledge.  Tact  and  skill  do  not  always  go 
with  energy  and  good  will,'  and  where  the  former  is  wanting  the 
school  is  monotonous  and  the  recitations  dull  and  insipid.  On  visiting  a 
school  recently,  I  was  requested  to  conduct  a  class  in  a  review  of  compound 
denominate  numbers,  embracing  twelve  tables,  extending  over  eight  pages, 
with  appropriate  questions.  Commencing  in  my  usual  way,  I  pronounced 
the  word  "denominate,"  but  to  the  astonishment  of  the  teacher  it  was  not 
spelled.  After  the  recital  of  the  table  of  United  States  currency,  I  pro- 
nounced the  words  "currenc}r,"  "dollar,"  and  "eagle,"  with  but  little  better 
result.  After  drilling  the  class  for  thirty  minutes,  which  was  more  time 
than  was  allotted,  I  took  the  liberty  to  call  the  reading  classes  No.  4  and  5. 
and  formed  both  classes  into  one,  using  the  Fourth  Reader.  By  having 
each  member  of  the  class  read  one  or  the  other  of  the  first  two  verses  of 
the  lessons  read  in  the  early  part  of  the  da}r,  I  was  convinced  that  the  Third 
Header  was   better  adapted   to    the  majority  of  the   class  than  either  the 
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Fourth  or  Fifth.  On  dictating  the  first  verse,  I  found  all  but  one  were  ut- 
terly unable  to  transcribe.  They  had  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  con- 
Btruction  of  sentences,  the  use  of  capitals,  punctuation  or  the  meaning  of 
words.  Does  teaching  consist  in  repeating  verbatim  stereotyped  questions 
in  intellectual  arithmetic,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  combination  of  num- 
bers of  the  application  of  principles?  Does  it  consist  in  divorcing  words 
from  ideas,  and  in  considering  them  the  substance  instead  of  the  expres- 
sion.' [f  tins  be  teaching  we  have  no  lack  of  teachers.  But  if  it  be  to 
quicken  the  imagination,  to  cultivate  the  use  of  language,  both  spoken  and 
written,  to  know  when  and  how  to  appeal  to  the  reasoning  faculties  and 
when  to  the  perceptive,  then  we  have  a  lack.  When  every  teacher  shall  in- 
tro  bice  spelling,  reading,  speaking  and  writing  in  every  lesson  and  let  no 
recitation  pass  unless  its  substance  has  been  expressed  in  well  constructed 
sentences,  and  be  entirely  given  to  his  work,  devoted  and  wedded  to  his 
calling  by  the  ties  of  an  interest,  which  knows  no  abatement,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  will  our  schools  be  model  schools  or  our  teachers  model  teachers. 

"What  is  a  model  teacher?  Avho  shall  bo 
The  judge,  when  learned  judges  disagree? 
This  is  my  verdict — doubt  who  can — 
The  modol  teacher  is  the  model  man." 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— II.  M.  Jones. 

In  submitting  this,  my  fourth  annual  report,  I  am  safe  in  saying  that 
steady  progress  has  been  made  in  school  matters  in  our  county  during  thu 
year.  True  in  some  localities  it  has  been  so  very  slow  as  to  be  scarcely 
perceptible;  but  in  many  others,the  people  have  manifested  a  deep  interest 
iu  the  cause  of  education,  and  have  made  commendable  efforts  in  various 
ways  to  promote  the  interests  of  our  schools.  As  one  evidence  of  progress, 
we  report  the  erection  of  twelve  good,  substantial  school  houses  during  the 
year,  in  the  following  districts  :  Allegheny,  one  ;  Burrell,  one  ;  Cook,  one  ; 
ilempfield,  one;  Huntingdon,  North,  two;  Huntingdon,  South,  one;  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  one ;  New  Alexandria  borough,  one  ;  Penn  township, 
two,  and  Rostraver,  one — eight  of  these  are  frame,  and  four  are  brick.  Six 
are  furnished  with  the  improved  patent  desks,  the  other  six  have  the  com- 
mon pine  desk,  very  good  and  comfortable,  however.  Six  of  these  take  the 
place  of  old  and  worn  out  houses,  the  other  six  are  a  gain  over  last  year. 
The  aggregate  cost  is  about  sls,00(). 

The  location  of  most  of  them  is  good.  We  hope  the  same  care  in  the  se- 
lection of  sites,  and  in   other   particulars  too,  will  be  continued.     Let  the 
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school  house  be  the  best  house  in  the  neigborhood,  and  the  school  grounds 
the  most  beautiful.  Everything  should  be  made  pleasant  and  inviting.  In 
quite  a  number  of  our  school  rooms,  beautiful  pictures  and  useful  mottoes 
adorn  the  walls.  We  hope  the  number  will  be  greatly  increased  next  year. 
Most  gladly  do  we  report  these  marks  of  progress;  but  we  are  sorry  to 
have  to  report  sixteen  school  houses  unfit  for  use;  fifty-six  badly  venti- 
lated, and  one  hundred  and  eighteen  without  a  suitable  privy. 

Schools. — We  have  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  schools  in  the  county, 
an  increase  of  seven  during  the  year.  Forty-four  of  these  are  graded,  yet 
quite  a  number  of  them  are  not  well,  graded.  We  fear  that  in  some  instances 
more  regard  has  been  paid  to  the  size  and  age  of  pupils,  than  to  their  at- 
tainments. We  have  some  excellent  schools  in  the  rural  districts.  The 
classification  in  most  of  our  schools  is  good.  Drawing  is  practiced  in  about 
one  hundred ;  music  in  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  and  the  higher 
branches  are  taught  in  forty-eight. 

Teachers. — Of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  teachers  employed, 
one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  are  males,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
females.  Fifty-eight  had  no  experience  in  teaching ;  ninety-nine  had  less 
than  one  year's  experience,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  had  an  experi- 
ence of  more  than  five  years.  To  the  question :  Do  you  expect  to  make 
teaching  your  profession  ?  One  hundred  and  eighty-two  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  fifty  in  the  negative,  and  the  remainder  were  undecided.  Two 
hundred  and  sevent}*-nine  have  read  works  on  teaching ;  seven  have  at- 
tended a  State  Normal  School ;  one  is  a  graduate  of  Millersville  ;  twenty- 
nine  hold  professional  certificates,  and  sixteen  hold  the  permanent.  Com- 
pared with  last  year.  Ave  find  a  decrease  of  twenty-one  in  the  number  of 
male  teachers  employed,  and  an  increase  of  twenty-eight  in  the  number  of 
females  employed.  Last  year  the  males  had  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
fourteen,  this  year  only  sixty-five  majority.  Increase  in  the  number  of  ex- 
perienced teachers  eleven,  inexperienced  four.  Increase  of  professional 
certificates  four,  and  permanent  two. 

Institutes. — The  County  Institute  met  at  Greensburg,  December  30,  and 
continued  in  session  five  days.  Miss  Emma  Garfield,  of  Busti,  New  York. 
and  Prof.  A.  B.  Miller,  of  Waynesburg.  Pa.,  were  with  us  during  the  week. 
Miss  Garfield  gave  instructions  on  reading  and  elocution,  and  Prof.  Miller 
gave  instructions  in  the  other  common  school  branches.  II.  Houck,  of  the 
School  Department,  C.  C.  Taylor,  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  of 
Erie  county,  and  A.  D.  Glenn,  Superintendent  of  schools  of  Armstrong 
county  were  with  us,  and  aided  us  in  the  work.  One  hundred  and  eighty 
teach<  is  were  in  attendance,  a  majority  of  whom  were  in  attendance  during 
the  whole  time.  The  sessions  were  well  attended  by  the  citizens  of  Greens- 
burg and  vicinity.     We  held    nine  local    institutes,  all  well  attended    by 
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teachers  and  citizens.  Quite  an  interest  was  manifested  by  the  people  in 
the  localities  where  these  institutes  were  held,  and  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve great  good  resulted  from  them. 

A  joint  institute  of  the  teachers  of  the  counties  of  Armstrong  and  West- 
moreland was  held  at  Leechburg,  in  September.  This  also  was  well  at- 
tended by  teachers  from  both  counties. 

Work  done  by  Superintendent. — I  held  twenty-seven  public,  and  three 
special  examinations;  examined  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  applicants  ; 
issued  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  provisional  and  six  professional  certi- 
ficates ;  ninety  applicants  were  rejected.  I  made  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five visits  to  schools,  averaging  one  hour  and  twenty-five  minutes  each. 
All  the  schools  were  visited  once,  except  five  that  were  not  in  session  at 
the  time  of  visit  to  those  districts.  In  making  two  hundred  of  those  visits, 
I  was  accompanied  by  directors.  I  held  ten  educational  meetings ;  spent 
two  hundred  and  eighty-two  days  in  official  duties ;  traveled  two  thousand 
five  hundred  miles,  and  wrote  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  official  letters. 
This  includes  work  done  by  my  assistant,  A.  D.  M'Connell,  Esq.,  who  as- 
sisted me  three  weeks  during  examination  tour,  and  six  weeks  during  visi- 
tation. 

Thank*. — I  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  teachers,  directors  and 'others, 
for  their  kindness  and  hospitality  extended,  and  assistance  given  in  vari- 
ous ways ;  also  to  the  editors  of  the  county  papers  and  the  officers  of  the 
School  Department  for  many  favors. 


WYOMING  COUNTY.— Thompson  Bodle. 

In  presenting  this  my  first  annual  report,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  state  that 
progress  in  education  is  manifest.  Four  new  houses  have  been  built.  Wash- 
ington district  has  elected  an  enterpising  and  efficient  board  of  directors, 
that  are  earnestly  at  work.  A  new  district  has  been  set  off  from  Tunk- 
hannock  township,  called  the  Tunkhannock  Independent,  in  which  a  new 
school  house  is  being  built.  Falls,  Tunkhannock  borough  and  Nicholson, 
(1st  Independent.)  have  adopted  a  uniformity  of  text-books,  Avhich  example 
I  hope  will  soon  be  followed  by  the  remaining  districts  in  the  county.  The 
present  school  system,  although  unpopular  with  some,  is  zealously  supported 
by  the  best  financiers  and  most  intelligent  citizens  of  our  county.  In  pre- 
senting the  statistics  I  have  endeavored  to  follow  the  instructions  given  on 
the  12th  and  13th  pages  of  the  late  school  report  for  1872,  which  accounts 
for  no  first  class  school  houses,  except  in  the  districts  of  Clinton,  Nicholson, 


WYOMING  COUNTY.  IT". 

(1st  Independent,)  and  Tunkhannock  boroughs,  yet  I  trust  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  -when  the  Superintendent  of  this  county  will  be  able  to  report 
more  grounds  of  sufficient  size  and  suitably  improved,  more  first  class  school 
houses,  well  supplied  with  apparatus  and  furniture,  and  more  schools  with 
a  uniformity  of  text-books  and  well  classified. 

The  County  Institute  convened  at  Tunkhannock,  December  25,  and  con- 
tinued in  session  five  days.  I  had  previously  issued  two  hundred  and  fifty 
circulars  containing  programmes,  names  of  lecturers,  <fcc,  besides  giving 
notice  in  several  issues  of  the  county  papers,  and  although  the  epizootic 
was  prevailing  among  the  horses  to  such  an  extent  as  to  suspend  traveling 
with  them,  3-et  the  attendance,  especially  of  teachers,  was  far  ahead  of  that 
of  previous  years.  Professor  Charles  II.  Yerrill,  late  principal  of  the 
State  Normal  school,  at  Mansfield,  was  the  principal  help  during  the  entire 
week,  besides  giving  one  interesting  evening  lecture,  subject — "Recreation 
and  Anrasement."  His  instructions  were  very  satisfactory  and  gave  good 
evidence  that  he  understood  his  work.  Professor  J.  H.  Harris,  principal 
of  the  Keystone  academy  at  Factoryville,  also  gave  an  admirable  evening 
lecture,  subject — "How  to  keep  up  the  Interest."  I  was  also  assisted  by 
Professor  W.  Lamont,  of  Scranton,  F.  H.  Piatt,  Esq.,  of  Tunkhannock, 
ex-Superintendents  of  this  county,  and  Messrs.  B.  W.  Lewis,  N.  C.  Mackey 
and  W.  Gray  Heller,  local  teachers.  Tunkhannock  borough  was  the  only 
district  that  allowed  teachers  their  time  while  attending  the  institute,  a 
favor  which  is  new  to  the  teachers  of  this  county,  and  perhaps  will  receive 
more  attention  hereafter. 

I  adopted  written  examinations  entire,  except  in  mental  arithmetic  and 
reading.     The  examinations  were  well  attended  by  citizens  and  directors 
who  manifested  a  good  degree  of  interest   in  the  exercises.     In  grading  cer- 
tificates I  have  endeavored  to  raise  the  standard,  which  measure  has  been 
encouraged  by  a  large  majority  of  the  directors. 

In  visiting  schools  I  endeavored  to  encourage  teachers,  induce  the  scholars 
to  be  prompt  and  regular  in  attendance,  and  in  no  instance  did  I  allow  m\-- 
self  to  criticise  a  teacher  before  his  school,  but  to  avoid  it  I  had  several 
hundred  pages  of  rules  or  hints  on  teaching  printed  in  tract  form,  which  I 
left  with  each  teacher,  after  underscoring  the  rules  I  thought  violated,  and 
calling  his  attention  to  the  same. 

Besides  the  miscellaneous  work  o£  the  office,  I  held  a  County  Institute  ; 
twentj'-one  public  and  two  private  examinations  ;  granted  two  hundred  and 
thirty-one  certificates,  and  rejecting  forty-three  ;  attended  the  State  Teach- 
ers' association  at  Philadelphia,  the  Bedford  and  Luzerne  County  Insti- 
tutes ;  made  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  visits  ;  traveled  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-four  miles  ;  corrected  and  forwarded  secretaries'  reports  and  wrote 
three  hundred  and  forty-seven  official  letters. 
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[n  :.  i  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  School  Department  for 

their  forbearance  and  assistance,  to  the  members  of  the  press  for  their  en- 
couragement and  support,  to  the  teachers  lor  their  courtesy,  to  the  direc- 
tors for  increasing  my  salary,  and  to  tut*-  citizens  and  friends  of  education 
throughout  the  county  for  their  hospitality  and  hearty  co-operation. 


YORK  COUNTY.— W.  H.  Kain. 

Hon.  H.  B.  Wilson,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  for  Min- 
nesota, says  :  "The  fact  is  every  day  gaining  ground,  that  next  to  an  ac- 
complished and  thoroughly  qualified  teacher,  a  suitable  school  house  is  the 
most  essential  condition  of  success.  A  good  teacher  may  teach  well  in  a 
barn  or  a  hovel,  but  he  cannot  possibly  teach  his  best  without  the  auxiliary 
of  an  appropriate  building."  Our  people  are  beginning  to  realize  the  same 
truth,  and  are  substituting  more  suitable  buildings  for  the  miserable  old 
hovels  which  still  in  some  places  have  been  allowed  to  desecrate  the  soil.  It 
will  be  observed  by  referring  to  the  statistical  report  that  thirteen  new  houses 
were  built  during  the  year,  most  of  these  are  good  and  substantial  build- 
ings. A  few,  however,  are  "bad  jobs,"  and  ought  not  to  have  been  taken 
off  the  contractor's  hands.  The  inposing  of  worthless  work  upon  school 
boards  is  an  evil  of  not  unfrequent  occurrence  and  ought  to  be  remedied. 
Great  mistakes  were  made  in  furnishing  several  houses.  Desks  and  seats 
were  made  after  the  most  Uncomfortable  pattern  that  could  be  devised — 
straight  backs  and  seats  five  inches  wide,  forming  acute  angles  of  about 
eighty  or  eighty-five  degrees  with  them.  Undoubtedly  much  better  houses 
might  be  built  in  many  instances  for  the  same  amount  of  money,  even  for 
less  if  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  at  a  superintendents'  con- 
vention, directors  were  required  to  subject  their  building  plans  to  the  State 
Superintendent  or  some  one  else  well  acquainted  with  the  general  needs 
and  conveniences  of  a  school  room  for  inspection  and  approval. 

Not  nearly  all  the  schools  were  visited  during  the  year,  in  consequence  of 
the  very  inclement  weather,  and  the  almost  impassable  condition  of  the 
roads  during  the  greater  part  of  the  winter.  A  large  portion  of  my  time 
was  devoted  to  holding  protracted  institutes  and  general  educational  meet- 
ma's  in  various  parts  of  the  county.  So  well  was  [pleased  with  the  success 
of  these  meetings,  that  1  shall  put  forth  greater  efforts  in  that  direction  in 
the  future.  As  a  means  for  educating  public  sentiment  and  removing  blind 
prejudices,  1  know  nothing  superior. 

Duringthe  year  I  visited  a  number  of  schools  in  other  counties  and  otli.  r 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  from  them.  A  similar  exercise  was 
pra<  ticed  in  some  of  the  districts  in  the  county.    Directors  granted  time  to 
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their  teachers  to  visit  each  other  in  their  schools.  This,  undoubtedly,  is  a 
means  by  which  teachers  can  be  much  improved.  One  can  not  fail  to  learn 
from  another,  if  not  from  his  excellencies,  from  his  faults. 

A  better  agent  for  improvement,  however,  is  the  district  institute,  which 
was  kept  up  during  the  year  in  about  eight  districts.  This  number  should 
have  been  multiplied  by  five.  A  sufficient  number  ought  to  be  established, 
so  that  every  teacher  in  the  county  might  have  access  to  one.  Would  it 
not  be  well  to  add  another  day  to  the  school  month,  and  compel  all  teach- 
ers to  attend  a  regularly  established  institute  at  least  once  a  month  ?  True, 
some  would  be  conducted  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  useless,  but  could  they 
l>e  any  worse,  would  positive  injury  to  the  cause  of  education  be  likely  to 
result  from  them  ?  It  is  said  also,  that  a  teacher  who  must  be  brought  to  in- 
stitute by  compulsion,  is  generally  of  no  use  when  there,  but  is  he  any  better 
for  being  allowed  to  sta}r  at  home  and  rest  in  peace  ?  A  good  teacher  will 
gladly  attend,  whether  compelled  or  not,  and  a  poor  one  can  not  well  In- 
spoiled,  even  by  compulsion  ;  drones  may  be  tormented  out  of  the  profes- 
sion, if  we  can  not  get  rid  of  them  in  any  other  way,  by  compelling  them  to 
study  and  learn. 

The  County  Institute  enlisted  more  than  a  usual  amount  of  interest. 
The  work  was  of  a  more  practicable  nature  than  perhaps  ever  before,  and 
the  fruits  of  the  labor  were  clearly  discernible  in  subsequent  visits  to 
schools.  There  is  one  evil,  however,  to  which  we  desire  to  call  attention  in 
this  connection.  Some  teachers  go  away  from  the  institute  to  ape  the  in- 
structors rather  than  study  their  precepts  and  principles.  Such  always  fail 
most  outrageously.  The  institute  instructors  were  Prof.  Mark  Bailey,  Miss 
Flora  T.  Parsons,  Prof.  Geo.  L.  Maris,  Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  I).  I).,  and  others. 
Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  W.  C.  Cattell,  Prof.  Geo.  P.  Beard, 
Hon.  Thos.  E.  Cochran,  Rev.  D.  C.  Monroe,  A.  H.  Chase,  Esq.,  and  the 
instructors. 

In  looking  over  the  Pennsylvania  School  Report  for  several  years.  I  find 
a  lar^e  number  of  superintendents  advocate  the  grading  of  salaries  ;  my  ob- 
servation and  experience  compel  me  to  endorse  the  opinion.  It  seems  to 
have  worked  well  wherever  faithfully  tried  and  I  see  no  reason  why  it  may 
not  be  introduced  generally.  Workmen  are  paid  according  to  their  work  m> 
other  occupations,  wiry  then  shall  an  apprentice,  or  inferior  teacher  be  paid 
the  same  as  a  good  and  tried  veteran  in  the  service ;  Peach  Bottom  seem-.- 
to  have  struck  upon  the  proper  basis  for  grading.  The  teacher's  salary  is- 
fixed  at  the  time  of  his  employment  according  to  the  grade  of  his  certificate 
with  the  promise. of  a  bonus  dependent  upon  his  success  in  the  school  room.. 

The    press  of  the   county  is   friendly  to   the   cause  of  education.     The 

county  papers  gratuitously  published  all  notices  of  examinations,  institute-;, 

&C.j  and  frequently  favored  us  with  an  educational  editorial. 
17  School  Rep. 
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In  conclusion,  there  is  one  grievous  fault  in  our  educational  regime  to 
which  we  would  call  attention.  It  is  the  retailing  of  knowledge,  instead  of 
the  diligent  cultivation  of  wisdom  ;  in  other  words,  sensational  instead  of 
intellectual  education.  One  of  the  most  distinguished  educators  of  this 
country  expresses  himself  thus:  "Upon  testing  our  educational  customs 
of  the  present  day,  it  becomes  apparent  that  a  very  large  number  of  chil- 
dren receive  precisely  the  kind  of  training  which  has  been  bestowed  upon 
a  learned  pig,"  because  many  teachers  do  not  possess  a  knowledge  of  the 
mechanism  of  the  mind,  nor  methods  of  culture  founded  upon  the  principles 
which  such  a  knowledge  would  inculcate,  they  persist  in  cultivating  some 
faculties  of  the  mind  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others.  I  think  it  may  safely 
be  asserted  that  nine-tenths  of  all  the  educational  training  is  spent  upon 
the  development  of  memory  and  recollection.  What  we  need  in  this 
county  is  more  knowledge  of  mental  philosophy  and  less  mental  arithmetic, 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers. 

I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  School  Department  for  the 
counsel  and  instruction  received,  and  to  the  directors,  citizens  and  teachers 
for  their  unexceptional  kindness,  hospitality  and  co-operation. 
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ALLEGHENY  CITY.— John  Davis. 

As  the  event  of  1113*  election  to  the  office  of  City  Superintendent  occurred 
only  a  few  weeks  since,  historical  detail  must  necessarily  give  place  to 
present  facts. 

School  Management. — The  management  of  our  public  schools  during  the 
past  year  was  much  the  same  as  that  of  the  year  previous.  The  school 
board  of  each  precinct  discharged  its  official  duties  as  usual,  and  the  board 
of  controllers,  in  its  deliberations,  earnestly  aimed  to  secure  efficiency  and 
progress  in  our  schools. 

Mural  Instruction. — A  few  verses  of  the  Scriptures  are  read,  '-without 
note  or  comment,"  by  each  teacher,  and  the  Lord's  prayer  repeated  in  con- 
cert by  all  the  pupils,  every  morning,  at  the  opening  of  the  schools. 

Grades. — While  it  is  true,  that  all  our  schools  pursue  the  same  course 
of  study,  which  is  divided  into  four  departments,  it  is  equally  true  that 
uniformity  of  advancement  in  each  grade  of  each  department  is  wanting  in 
all  of  them.  This  want  has  been  detrimental  to  their  prosperity  and  pro- 
gress, but  we  trust  that  ere  long  it  will  be  in  a  great  measure  correoted. 

Vocal  Music. — Instruction  was  given  in  vocal  music  by  two  masters,  each 
serving  the  pupils  of  about  seventy  rooms  with  one  short  lesson  per  week 
Rapid  progress  could  not  be  expected  under  such  circumstances. 

Drawing. — Imitation  and  free  hand  out-line  drawing  have  been  taught 
with  greater  success  during  the  past  year  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Apparatus. — Our  schools  have  little  apparatus  for  illustrating  the  branches 
taught  in  them,  except  geographical  wall  maps.  About  one-half  of  them 
lias  the  heliotellus,  which  illustrates  the  motion  of  the  sun  on  his  axis,  the 
relative  yearly  and  daily  motions  of  Mercury,  Venus,  earth  and  the  Vari- 
ous motions  of  the  moon,  showing  at  the  same  tim^  cue  change  of  season. 
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and  the  increase  and  decrease  of  day  and  night,  but  it  is  little  used.  One 
school  has  a  little  philosphical  and  chemical  apparatus,  and  the  principal 
uses  it  -with  profit  to  his  classes. 

Institutes. — No  semi-monthly  institute  was  held  by  the  teachers  of  our 
city  schools  during-  the  past  year,  or  educational  institute  of  any  kind,  ex- 
cept the  annual  institute  which  was  held  by  the  County  Superintendent. 

Library. — The  public  school  library  contains  about  5,500  volumes,  and 
is  free  to  all  citizens  over  twelve  years  of  age.  Circulation  last  year  was 
about  21,000.     Circulation  at  present,   about  2,500  per  month. 

Teachers. — The  board  of  controllers  has  in  its  employ  many  faithful  and 
efficient  teachers,  who  have  their  hearts  in  their  work,  and  were  they  to  re- 
ceive that  encouragement  which  they  ought,  by  always  assigning  them  po- 
sitions according  to  adaptation  and  merit,  the  characteristics  of  a  new  edu- 
cational era  would  soon  be  apparent  in  our  schools,  as  it  regards  both  teacher 
and  pupil. 

Number  of  principals,  12  ;  number  of  female  teachers,  140;  number  of 
music  teachers,  2  ;  salaries  of  principals,  (average,)  per  month,  $133  33  ; 
salaries  of  female  teachers,  (average,)  per  month,  $45  48.  The  salaries  have 
been  increased  for  the  coming  year,  about  15  per  cent.  Number  of  male 
pupils  in  attendance,  3. 749  ;  number  of  female  pupils  in  attendance,  3,844  ; 
average  daily  attendance,  6,441 ;  number  of  school  houses  in  the  old  nine 
wards,  15. 

Estimated  value  of  school  buildings,  grounds  and  furniture: 

1st  ward $20,  000  00 

2d      "      ....; ' 80,000  00 

3d      "       150, 000  00 

4th    t;      160,000  00 

5th    "      01,000  00 

0th    "      1 15, 000  00 

nh  " 30,00000 

8th    "      '. 10,000  00 

9th    " 40,  000  00 

Property  used  by  colored  schools 24, 000  00 


Total 720,000  00 


The  cit}r  limits  have  been  recently  extended,  embracing  two  new  wards 
making  eleven  in  all.  Each  new  ward  contains  two  school  houses  and 
about  two  hundred  children  of  school  aae. 
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ALLENTOWN.— 11.  K.  Bueiirle. 

Generally  speaking-  our  educational  affairs  have  undergone  very  little 
change  during  the  past  year.  With  but  very  slight  modifications  the  re- 
port of  their  condition  then  made  still  applies. 

School  Houses. — Now  for  the  first  time  since  my  appointment  in  1868, 
am  I  able  to  report  room  enough  in  comfortable  school  houses,  for  all  our 
schools.  On  the  17th  of  February  we  took  possession  of  the  new  building 
erected  in  the  Fourth  section.  This  is  a  three  story  brick  building  con- 
taining nine  fine  large  school  rooms,  with  recitation  rooms  to  four  of  them  ; 
three  entirely  distinct  stairways  lead  to  the  upper  stories,  thus  providing 
abundant  means  for  ingress  and  egress,  a  subject  which  has  been  carefully 
attended  to  in  the  erection  of  all  our  school  houses ;  all  the  rooms  are  pro- 
vided with  single-seated  furniture,  and  are  heated  by  steam  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  combine  with  it  a  superior  system  of  ventilation.  There  is  now 
but  one  school  house  in  tins  city  that  may  not  be  called  a  first  class  build- 
ing for  school  purposes,  and  the  board  of  controllers,  at  its  last  regular 
meeting,  resolved  to  build  a  new  one  for  that  section,  and  thus  the  last  of 
the  old  landmarks  of  defective  school  architecture  will  be  removed. 

Attendance. — In  common  with  those  of  other  cities,  our  schools  suffer 
because  of  the  irregularity  of  attendance.  The  means  made  use  of  to  secure 
greater  regularity  have  been,  in  addition  to  the  teacher's  voluntary  but  un- 
systematized efforts,  suspension  for  the  remainder  of  the  month  in  conse- 
quence of  more  than  two  days'  continued  absence  ;  written  notes  of  re-ad- 
mission from  the  visiting  director  and  parents;  notes  from  the  teacher  no- 
tifying the  parent  of  his  child's  absence  from  school,  and  the  publication 
of  a  roll  of  honor,  including  the  names  of  such  only  as  have  attended  punc 
tually  every  day  of  the  month.  These  mechanical  appliances,  as  they 
might  be  called,  have  not  materially  abated  the  evil,  and  yet  we  are  at  a 
loss  for  other  means  whereby  we  may  be  able  to  secure  the  regular  atten- 
dance of  every  child  able  to  go  to  school.  We  say  nothing  of  those  who 
are  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  attending  school  for  several  months  in  the 
year  by  necessity  or  poverty,  their  absence,  however  much  to  be  regretted, 
on  their  own  account,  affects  the  school  but  slightly,  when  compared  with 
the  evil  effects  of  those  who  come  to  day  and  are  elsewhere  to-morrow. 
What  can  be  done  to  prevent  this  entirely  unnecessary  and  baneful  irregu- 
larity of  attendance  ?  may  well  be  called  the  question  of  the  day. 

Course  of  Study. — The  study  of  the  German  language  was  introduced 
into  the  grammar  schools,  and  a  professor  of  German  was  appointed  to  int. 
part  instruction  there  and  in  the  high  school.  He  passed  from  one  school 
to  another  and  gave  lessons  daily,  the  results  have,  however,  not  been  in 
proportion  to  effort  and  expense,  due  largely,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  system. 
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It  h:is  alwaj'S  '  3  opinion,  and  the  experience  of  the  past  year  tends 

mflrm  it,  that  the  teacher  of  the  school  should  impart  instruction  in 
all  the  branches  pursued.  To  achieve  the  greatest  measure  of  success  it 
becomes  necessary,  therefore,  that  teachers  be  prepared  to  impart  instruc- 
tion in  German.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  subject  to  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania,  there  is  no  doubt  that  German  should  be  included  in  the 
elementary  course  in  our  State  Normal  schools.  I  need  not  say  that  the 
same  is  true  of  vocal  music  and  drawing. 

Apparatus. — As  heretofore,  it  is  still  true  that  our  schools,  especially  the 
high  schools,  are  sadly  in  want  of  illustrative  apparatus.  It  is,  therefore, 
the  moi*e  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  some  valuable  acquisitions  during 
the  past  year.  Among  these  a  twelve  inch  slated  globe,  on  cast  iron  frame, 
with  brass  meridian  two  fine  maps  of  the  Roman  Empire,  by  Kiepert,  and 
two  copies  of  fcippincott's  Dictionary  of  Biography  and  Mythology,  de- 
serve to  be  mentioned.  In  addition  to  these,  Bock's  model  of  the  Eye, 
and  a  copy  of  the  above  mentioned  dictionary  were  purchased  by  one  of  the 
female  grammar  schools. 

Teachers'  Institute*— Two  days  were  spent  before  the  opening  of  the 
ols  in  September  in  mutual  consultation  between  the  Superintendent 
and  teachers,  and  in  properly  arranging  the  work.  The  meetings  during 
the  term  were  semi-monthly,  and  generally  well  attended.  We  may  con- 
sider the  institute  during  the  past  year  a  complete  success,  for  not  only 
w.is  there  a  good  degree  of  interest  manifested  while  there,  but  there  were 
i.i  operation,  at  onetime  four  extra  classes  for  private  instruction  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  city,  composed  entirely  of  teachers  of  the  public  schools. 
The  work  of  improvement  did  not  cease,  but  was  started  afresh  with  each 
ion. ^"'"Connected  with  the  institute  and  sustained  by  voluntary  contri- 
butions by  the  teachers,  is  a  library  of  professional  literature  accessible  to 
all  the  teachers  of  the  city. 

One  of  the  best  features  of  the  grand  system  of  popular  education  in 
this  Sta'te  is  that  its  success  depends  mainly  upon  local  effort,  that  its  man- 
agement is  entrusted  to  the  people,  and  by  them  to  directors  and  controllers. 
The  people,  therefore,  through  these  officers,  are  responsible  for  the  condi- 
tion of  their  schools,  and  they  have  succeeded  in  electing  men  to  these  po- 
sitions who  have  realized  the  confidence  reposed  in  them  and  have  not 
shrunk  from  the  arduous  labors  necessary  to  carry  on  the  schools  success- 
fully. It  is,  therefore,  alwa}'s  a  source  of  regret  to  the  friends  of  common 
school  education  when  such  men  cease  to  be  connected  with  the  system  in 
a-!  official  relation  ;  especially  is  this  the  case  when  those  who  have  co-ope- 
rated long  and  well  to  elevate  the  system  in  our  midst,  are  found  no  more 
in  their  accustomed  places.  Among  such  men  may  be  mentioned  J.  S.  Dil- 
linger,  Esq.,  the  efficient  secretary,  and  George  B.  Erdman,  Esq.,  as  baring 
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l>oth  been  members  of  the  board  of  controllers  since  its  first  organization, 
and  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Gries,  called  from  time  into  eternity,  October  21,  1872, 
as  one  of  the  comparatively  few  of  the  clergy  who  was  not  unwilling  to 
engage  in  the  work  of  elevating  the  public  schools.  Dr.  P.  L.  Reichard, 
the  energetic  president  of  the  First  section,  deserves  also  to  be  remem- 
bered for  a  free  course  of  lectures  on  physiology,  delivered  to  the  grammar 
schools  of  the  First  and  Sixth  sections.  It  will  be  seen  by  this  that  all 
classes  of  society  are  actively  interested  in  the  promotion  of  popular  edu- 
cation. 


ALTOONA.— John  Miller. 

House*. — The  new  house  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  was  occupied  in 
December.  Our  city  increases  so  rapidly  in  population,  that  one  new  house 
is  scarcely  completed  until  another  is  needed.  This  is  one  reason  why  our 
term  is  limited  to  nine  months,  and  why  we  do  not  gain  so  rapidly  in  re- 
gard to  some  other  educational  advantages.  The  board  contemplate  the 
erection  of  three  new  brick  buildings  during  the  year.  These  will  give  us 
seven  additional  rooms  and  schools. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  small  lots  are  purchased  for  school  grounds. 
The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  folly  of  such  a  course  will  be  seriously 
felt,  and  when  it  will  be  too  late  to  properly  remedy  the  evil.  Soon,  the 
great  advantages  of  well  regulated  exercises  in  the  open  air  will  be  better 
understood  and  appreciated  by  all ;  and  it  becomes  us  to  act  wisely,  not 
only  in  providing  for  our  present  necessities,  but  also  in  carefully  con- 
sidering the  future  wants  and  welfare  of  the  people  of  a  large  city. 

Apparatus. — The  want  of  apparatus  is  still  a  serious  hindrance  to  the 
success  of  all  our  schools.  The  value  of  apparatus,  especially  in  our  high 
school,  can  scarcely  be  over-estimated ;  and  for  a  beginning,  if  we  could 
onl}-  pi-ocure  some  of  the  most  simple  and  necessary  articles,  we  would  be 
thankful.  My  views  in  reference  to  this  important  subject  have  been  fully 
expressed  in  former  reports,  and  now  I  can  onty  ask  for  it  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  board.  Outline  maps  were  furnished  for  all  our  higher 
schools,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  were  used  to  great  advantage. 

Schools. — Our  high  school  is  in  a  progressive  and  prosperous  condition. 
The  work  done  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  highest  commendation  is 
due  to  the  teacher,  Prof.  A.  F.  Hostetter,  for  his  able  and  earnest  efforts  to 
make  this  school  of  such  practical  advantage  and  importance,  that  the 
people  of  Altoona  cannot  afford  to  lose  its  benefits. 
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But  notwithstanding  all  this,  there  are  far  too  many  who  do  not  under- 
stand,  or  appreciate  the  advantages  afforded  ;  and  in  sustaining  this  school. 
and  increasing  its  usefulness,  we  do  not  meet  with  that  aid  and  encourage- 
ment which  we  might  reasonahly  expect.  A  first  class  high  school  is  the 
imperative  demand  of  the  times,  and  indispensably  necessary  in  our  city, 
and  if  the  common  schools  do  not  or  cannot  afford  the  means  for  obtaining 
a  more  liberal  education,  then  the  people,  at  no  distant  da}",  will  seek  these 
advantages  in  the  establishment  of  a  private  high  school  or  academy  in  our 
midst.  It  does  not  require  any  great  foresight  to  know  how  the  establish- 
ment of  a  private  high  school  would  operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  our 
common  schools,  in  drawing  away  from  them  the  aid,  influence  and  sxipport 
of  our  most  wealthy  citizens.  To  aid  in  sustaining  all  our  schools,  and 
especially  the  public  high  school,  where  rich  and  poor  enjoy  equal  privi- 
leges, becomes  the  plain  duty  of  every  parent  Avho  loves  his  children,  and 
every  citizen  who  feels  an  interest  in  popular  education.  Let  every  citizen, 
then,  who  feels  an  interest  in  the  proper  training  of  all  our  youth,  give  his 
aid  and  influence  to  every  measure  calculated  to  improve  oiir  high  school, 
and  increase  its  power  for  good. 

Attendance. — There  are  still  about  five  hundred  children  of  school  age. 
avIio  do  not  attend  school  of  any  kind.  Probably  one  half  of  these  have 
regular  daily  employment,  wdiile  the  others  are  a  part  of  that  "  crop  "  that 
is  growing  up  to  fill  our  poor  houses  and  prisons.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have 
much  faith  in  a  compulsory  law.  Our  schools  should,  first  of  all,  be  mad-e 
pleasant  and  profitable.  Then,  let  school  officers  and  teachers  do  all  that 
can  be  done  to  show  the  people  the  real  advantages  of  proper  training  and 
education.  In  other  words,  let  every  school  be  so  thoroughly  practical  and 
effective,  that  the  work  of  the  school  room  may  be  seen  and  appreciated 
when  the  pupils  come  into  the  eveiy  day  business  of  life. 

In  reference  to  truancy,  I  can  recommend  nothing  better  than  what  some 
have  been  pleased  to  call  "  missionaiy  work."  Let  teachers,  and  school 
officers  too,  when  possible,  visit  the  parents  of  truant  children.  Especially 
let  teachers  and  parents  become  well  acquainted  and  reason  together.  What 
parent  can  resist  the  appeals  of  a  true  and  faithful  teacher,  in  regard  to  thy 
future  welfare  and  happiness  of  his  children  ?  During  my  long  experience 
in  school  work,  I  have  so  often  witnessed  the  powerful  influence  of  this 
agency  for  good,  that  I  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  the  course  to  oitr 
directors  and  teachers.  I  would  even  advise  that  stated  hours  in  each  week, 
if  necessary,  be  granted  to  the  teachers  for  this  important  and  noble  work. 

During  the  year,  no  pupil,  after  an  absence  of  three  days  in  any  one 
month,  was  permitted  to  return  to  school,  except  on  the  order  of  the  City 
Superintendent,  obtained  on  the  application  of  the  parent  or  guardian. 
This  general!}7  brought  about  a  meeting  of  the  parent  and  refractory  pupil 
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with  the  Superintendent,  and  resulted  ina  better  understanding  of  the  du- 
ties and  responsibilities  of  all  concerned.  The  rule,  I  am  satisfied  (.lid 
much  good,  and  the  same  or  a  similar  one  is  again  recommended. 

Teachers. — Reform  in  our  methods  of  instruction,  especially  in  our  pri- 
mary schools,  is  much  needed.  There  is  entirely  too  much  dry,  dull  rou- 
tine work  and  book  study.  How  often  might  children  be  much  more  in- 
terested, and  much  more  rapidly  and  thoroughly  instructed  by  familiar 
questions  or  conversations  on  subjects  relating  to  philosophy,  ph}rsiology, 
botany,  or  indeed  almost  any  of  the  physical  sciences — morals  and  man- 
ners too — their  duties  t©  themselves,  to  their  parents,  teachers,  school-mates 
and  others  ;  reverence  to  God,  and  the  plain  truths  of  the  Bible,  might  all 
be  taught  much  more  effectively,  in  this  manner.  I  trust  that  the  teachers 
of  Altoona  will  give  this  subject  special  study  and  attention,  and  let  us 
see  some  of  the  fruits  of  their  labors  in  the  school  room  ;  for  I  do  hold  that 
any  teacher  who  fails  to  recognize  the  value  and  importance  of  judicious 
oral  instruction,  is  unfit  to  have  the  charge  of  innocent  and  happy  children. 

Some  of  our  teachers  are  entirely  too  negligent  in  regard  to  professional 
reading  and  study.  I  have  been  compelled,  at  times,  to  talk  for  an  hour  in 
reference  to  the  importance  of  taking  and  reading  the  Pennsylvania  School 
Journal.  This  should  not  be  so.  Teachers,  themselves,  should  know  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  reading,  not  only  our  own  Journal,  but  other 
educational  books  and  papers.  Hereafter  this  subject  shall  receive  prompt 
attention  at  our  district  institute. 

Institutes. — Our  district  institute  was  well  attended.  A  number  of  our 
teachers  deserve  the  greatest  praise  for  their  earnest  efforts  to  make  these 
meetings  profitable.  They  are  prompt  in  attendance  ;  ready  to  give  or  re- 
ceive instruction,  and  always  ready  to  render  every  other  needed  assistance 
cheerfully.  There  are  others,  I  regret  to  state,  who  come  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laughing,  talking  and  idling  away  the  time  ;  and  thus  they  greatly 
annoy  and  hinder  those  who  come  to  do  actual  work — to  benefit  and  be 
benefitted.  For  this  wrong  conduct  I  promise  a  corrective,  even  if  it  should 
cost  the  annulment  of  one  or  more  certificates. 

Our  annual  Institute,  held  in  February,  was  decidedly  an  interesting  and 
profitable  meeting.  The  exercises  consisted  of  regular  instructions  in  all 
of  the  leading  branches  of  study,  an  evening  lecture  and  no  evening  enter- 
tainment. The  leading  instructors  from  abroad  were  George  M.  Beard,  A. 
M.,  principal  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Normal  school ;  J.  W.  Shoemaker, 
A.  M.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Superinten- 
dent. A  number  of  our  own  teacher*;,  too,  took  an  active  part  in  giving 
instruction,  and  reading  reports  arkl  essays. 

Sinoe  we  receive  no  aid  from  the  county  treasury,  a  plan  for  raising  the 
funds  necessary  to  conduct  a  good  institute,  is  a  matter  of  much  concern. 
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We  did  this  partly  by  our  own  entertainment  and  partly  by  a  direct  con- 
tribution from  the  teachers.  Cannot  our  legislators  do  something  for  the 
financial  aid  of  City  Institutes,  as  well  as  they  did  several  years  ago  for 
County  Institutes  ? 

Remarks. — In  my  efforts  to  improve  the  schools,  I  have  been,  at  all  times, 
aided  and  encouraged  by  the  board  of  directors,  and  by  our  most  progres- 
sive and  liberal-minded  citizens.  The  directors  made  more  than  the  usual 
number  of  visits  to  the  schools,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  other  busi- 
ness affairs,  relating  to  the  purchase  of  grounds,  erection  of  houses  and 
other  transactions  of  a  business  nature,  necessarily  required  more  than  the 
usual  amount  of  attention. 

The  press,  as  ever,  is  one  of  our  most  powerful  agencies  for  elevating 
and  improving  our  schools,  for  furthering  the  best  interests  of  teachers,  and 
for  promoting  the  cause  of  popular  education.  To  the  editors  of  Altoona, 
one  and  all,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks. 

No  one  but  myself  can  know  how  much  I  regret  to  state  the  fact,  that 
not  one  of  our  clergymen,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  was  found  in  a  public  school 
during  the  term.  I  cannot  be  mistaken  when  I  say  that  by  this  course  they 
are  most  surely  missing  a  golden  opportunity  for  doiug  good.  How  a 
familiar  talk,  occasionally,  from  a  minister  of  the  gospel  would  instruct, 
cheer  and  encourage  both  teachers  and  pupils  !  Indeed,  no  one  can  esti- 
mate the  good  they  might  do  in  checking,  in  a  very  effective  way,  many  a 
refractory  and  incorrigible  pupil  in  his  downward  course.  Of  the  sincerity 
of  all  our  ministers,  and  of  the  deep  interest  they  feel  in  every  effort  put 
forth  to  bless  and  save  mankind,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt.  And  yet,  I 
am  forcec  to  the  conclusion  that  the}'  make  a  sad  mistake  when  they  do 
not  manifest  that  interest  in  favor  of  our  public  schools.  Xow,  sincerely, 
let  me  say  to  every  minister  in  Altoona,  visit  the  schools  and  talk  to  the 
children.  I  can  assure  you  not  only  a  hearty  welcome  from  every  teacher, 
but  also  of  the  thanks  of  school  officers,  teachers,  pupils  and  parents. 

For  the  many  acts  of  kindness  from  directors,  teachers  and  friends  of 
education,  I  again  return  my  sincere  thanks. 
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Educational  progress  in  the  public  schools  of  Carbondale  is  steady  and 
encouraging. 

Our  intelligent  directors  are  becoming  aware  that,  for  years,  talents  and 
intellectual  powers  were  wasted  by  teachers  in  charge  of  buildings  that 
seemed  to  have  been  designed  only  for  shelter.  Hence,  spacious  buildings, 
with  sufficient  ventilation  and  excellent  furniture,  are  taking  the  place  of 
sentry-boxes  and  rude  benches.  Instead  of  the  waste  of  time  and  the  un- 
avoidable confusion  consequent  on  small  rooms  crowded  with  pupils,  teach- 
ers will  soon  have  ample  space  and  opportunity  to  conduct  classes  through 
recitations  and  exercises  with  order  and  dispatch. 

Although  our  schools  are  thoroughly  classified,  and,  with  three  excep- 
tions, well  graded,  yet  our  system  is  not  such  as  we  should  speak  boast- 
ingly  of.  A  more  advanced  system  needs  to  be  devised  and  put  into  prac- 
tice. 

One  of  the  chief  impediments  to  progress  is  a  degree  of  independence 
that  exists  in  each  school  building,  the  principal  of  each  being  at  libert}r  to 
teach  any  or  all  of  the  branches  that  are  usually  taught  in  the  high  school. 
This  the  teacher  does ;  for,  having  a  just  regard  for  his  reputation  as  a 
scholar,  and  in  the  absence  of  authority,  he  will  not  refuse  admittance  to 
advanced  pupils,  notwithstanding  that  their  attendance  breaks  in  upon  the 
time  assigned  to  the  regular  classes.  In  each  of  these  buildings  we  can 
always  find  a  few  pupils  who  should  have  been  occup3-ing  places  in  the 
front  classes  of  the  high  school.  This  diminishes  the  proper  source  of  sup- 
ply to  the  high  school,  which  consequently  must  draw  from  the  grammar 
department  immediately  connected  with  it,  while  the  grammar  department 
must  draw  from  the  intermediate,  and  the  intermediate,  in  turn,  from  the 
primary  ;  so  that  very  freqently  the  standard  qualifications  for  pupils  in 
the  higher  grades  is  lowered.  But  more  frequently  is  the  standard  lowered 
hy  unmerited  transfers,  to  prevent  excessive  crowding  in  the  primaries. 

If  the  higher  grades  are  to  be  supplied  with  pupils,  and  a  standard  pro- 
ficiency of  classes  maintained,  more  work  must  be  done  in  the  primaries, 
and  our  schools  must  be  systemized  into  one  harmonious  whole,  consist- 
ing of  the  number  of  grades  now  established,  but  dependent  on  each  other. 
This  the  board  can  do  by  increasing  the  number  of  practical  and  efficient 
teachers  in  the  primaries,  and  by  prescribing  the  same  branches  to  be  taught 
in  all  the  schools  of  similar  grades.  Until  these  changes  are  made,  and 
until  each  teacher  is  paid  in  proportion  to  the  work  performed,  irrespective 
of  the  grade  of  school  occupied  by  him  or  her,  or  of  the  number  of  pupils 
under  his  or  her  charge,  parents  need  not  look  for  any  very  rapid  progress 
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in  the  educational  acquirements  of  their  children  attending  our  schools, 
and  directors  must  fail  to  observe  the  harmony  and  symmetry  between  re- 
warded merit  and  its  attendant  results. 

A  frame  building,  two  stories  high,  consisting  of  four  spacious  and  well 
ventilated  rooms,  has  been  built  and  furnished  during  the  past  year,  at  a, 
cost  of  about  four  thousand  dollars.  It  is  furnished  with  patent  desks, 
tablets,  out-line  maps  and  sufficient  black-board  surface.  It  is  known  as 
building  "No.  2."  -'No.  1"  was  painted  and  repaired;  it  looks  entirely 
renovated.  The  primary  department  of  the  former  building  having  dur- 
ing the  months  of  May,  June  and  July  of  the  present  year,  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  143  pupils,  and  the  primary  of  the  latter  having  an 
average  attendance  of  126,  the  erection  of  two  rooms  is  much  needed. 
Especially  is  this  so  since  the  government  of  these  two  primaries  devolves 
on  two  teachers,  though  four  are  employed.  A  frame  building  which  is  to 
take  the  place  of  a  temporary  one  now  in  use  in  the  Fourth  ward,  is  to  be 
erected  this  year. 

The  school  grounds  are  anything  but  what  they  should  be.  The  views  on 
this  subject,  presented  in  my  first  annual  report,  are  earnestly  recommended 
to  the   consideration  of  the  board. 

Our  schools  are  deficient  in  apparatus.  Geographical  and  mathematical 
apparatus  are  wanting  in  all  of  the  higher  grades.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
directors  will  consider  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  these  important 
aids  to  instruction,  and  that  no  school  will  remain  unsupplied  at  the  closwa 
of  the  ensuing  term. 

Each  of  the  schools  was  visited  twice  by  the  Superintendent  every  month 
of  the  last  school  year,  and  some  were  visited  three  times  each  month. 
These  visits  were  short,  and  of  such  as  did  not  interfere  with  the  regular 
business  of  the  school.  The  teacher's  method  of  instruction  was  carefully 
noted,  and  the  dicipline  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils  ascertained.  When 
necessary,  the  teacher  was  counseled,  and  suggestions  were  given  for  differ- 
ent methods  of  teaching.  Such  directions  as  were  given,  were  cheerfully 
received  and  put  into  practice  .  Yisits  were  made  to  each  school  by  the 
directors  once — in  some  instances  twice  during  the  year.  Many  of  the 
schools  were  regularly  visited  every  month  by  the  secretary.  The  good  re- 
sults of  these  visits  have  been  noticed  by  the  teachers  and  the  Superinten- 
dent, and  it  is  hoped  that  a  larger  number  of  visits  from  directors  and 
citizens  will  be  recorded  the  ensuing  year. 

Two  public  and  two  special  examinations  were  held.  Thirty-three  appli- 
cants were  examined,  twenty-nine  of  whom  received  certificates,  and  four 
were  rejected.  The  average  grade  of  certificates  was  one  and  nine-tenths. 
Of  the  higher  grades  of  certificates,  one  of  our  teachers  holds  a  permanent, 
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and  three  hold  professionals.  Of  the  professionals  one  was  granted,  one 
endorsed  and  the  other  renewed. 

The  whole  number  of  teachers  employed  was  twenty-four  males  and  six- 
teen females.  Of  these  six  have  taught  more  than  five  years,  and  have 
discharged  their  duties  with  credit  to  themselves  and  their  profession. 

Sixteen  district  institutes  were  held  on  alternate  Saturdays.  Most  of 
the  exercises  in  class  drill  and  discussions  were  well  conducted,  whilst  some 
were  without  life  or  spirit.  There  are  a  few  of  our  teachers  who  do  not  for 
a  moment  imagine  that  their  participation  in  the  exercises  of  the  institute 
is  conducive  to  their  own  improvement  and  advancement;  but  they  are 
sensitively  alive  to  any  deduction  being  made  from  their  pay  on  account  of 
absence,  and  on  every  such  occasion,  do  not  fail  to  put  in  their  special 
plea — "headache." 

The  financial  condition  of  the  board  appears  prosperous,  a  balance  of 
$657  30  remaining  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Teachers  had  been 
regularly  paid  each  month.  Salary  remains  the  same  as  formerly  reported. 
The  Superintendent's  salary  has  been  increased  to  $300. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  for  the  year  was  smaller  than  that  for  the 
preceding'  year.  This  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  small-pox, 
and  partly  to  the  active  increase  of  business  in  our  cit}'.  Owing  to  the 
small-pox  the  schools  were  kept  closed  during  the  months  of  February, 
March  and  April.  Before  the  schools  opened  in  May,  the  board  having 
given  notice  that  no  child  would  be  admitted  to  the  schools  from  any  in- 
fected house,  for  a  period  of  three  months  after  the  city  authorities  had  re- 
moved the  "small-pox"  sign  from  such  house,  prevented  many  from  attend- 
ing until  the  year  closed.  Notwithstanding  these  adverse  causes,  the 
average  daily  attendance  was  remarkably  better  than  it  had  been  for  the 
preceding  year ;  for  while  the  number  enrolled  the  past  year  was,  1,658, 
and  average  daily  attendance,  976  ;  the  number  enrolled  for  the  preceding 
year  was  1,750,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  only  960. 

The  school  term  was  increased  in  length  one  month,  and  it  is  likely  that 
the  maximum  number  of  months  required  by  law,  will  be  reached  the  pre- 
sent year. 

The  present  directors  are  men  who,  alive  to  educational  interests  as  well 
as  to  their  official  responsibilities,  will  not  fail  to  leave  behind  them  an  hon- 
orable record  of  their  services.     Much  is  expected,  as  much  is  to  be  done. 
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CHESTER.— A.  A.  Mkadek. 


This  report  will  be  but  a  repetition  or  revision  of  former  reports.  We 
have  advanced  a  little  during  the  year  just  closed.  If  we  look  back  six 
years,  the  improvement  v,  ill  appear  marked.  At  that  time  we  had  three 
school  buildings,  some  good  teachers  and  six  heads.  However  good  the 
heads  maybe,  a  divided  responsibility  seldom  brings  success.  Now  we 
have  six  substantial  brick  houses,  accommodating  twenty-six  schools  under 
one  supervision,  and  a  better  class  of  teachers.  A  majority  of  them  have 
proved  themselves  workmen  that  need  not  be  ashamed. 

Our  schools  are  now — one  high,  with  principal  and  assistant  ;  two  gram- 
mar with  principals  and  three  assistants;  seven  secondary;  two  mixed. 
secondary  and  primary,  and  eleven  primary  schools.  The  secondary  and 
primary  schools  are  each  under  the  care  of  one  teacher. 

The  two-roomed  building  on  Eleventh  street  has  been  remodeled,  and 
divided  into  four  neat  and  convenient  rooms.  The  buildings  now  used  ex- 
clusively for  school  purposes  are  six,  viz  :  One  on  Eleventh  street,  contain- 
ing four  rooms,  all  occupied  ;  one  on  Milton  avenue,  containing  four  rooms, 
two  in  use,  the  others  finished  but  not  furnished  ;  one  on  Welsh  street, 
containing  six  rooms  and  four  class  rooms,  all  occupied  but  one  class-room  ; 
one  on  Second  street,  containing  four  rooms  on  first  and  second  floors, 
three  furnished  and  occupied  :  one  on  Franklin  street,  containing  six  rooms-, 
all  occupied,  and  one  on  Sixth  street,  containing  four  furnished  rooms,  two 
only  in  use. 

We  congratulate  ourselves  on  our  advantages,  but  our  annual  reports 
show  they  are  not  well  improved  or  appreciated.  Business  is  lively  in 
Chester,  property  is  rapidly  increasing  in  value,  and  the  population  is  grow- 
in"-  in  numbers,  yet  the  annual  average  attendance  is  less  than  it  was  four 
years  ago,  and  the  whole  number  enrolled  but  little  in  excess.  For  the 
live  years  ending  with  the  present,  the  enrolment  was  in  1869,  1,406;  1810. 
1,410;  1871,  1,536  ;  18*72,  1,440;  1873,  1,533.  The  annual  average  attend- 
ance in  these  years,  was  in  I860,  1,124;  1870.  1,135;  18*71,  900;  1872, 
833  ;  1873,  803.  The  present  year  shows  a  falling  oil'  of  21  per  cent.  sine$ 
1870.  As  private  schools  are  no  better  patronized  than  formerly,  the  con- 
clusion is  that  a  very  large  class  is  growing  up  without  education.  More 
boys  and  girls  find  employment  now  than  formerly,  and  most  Catholic  fami- 
lies send  their  children  to  the  parochial  school,  but  these  facts  do  not  ac- 
count for  the  alarming  deficiency.      Where  is  the  fault?     Who  cares  for  it? 

This  year  an  annual  teachers'  examination  was  held  during  the  mornings 
of  \-  :utire  days,  commencing  at  eight  o'clock,  and  closing  at  no 

regular  hour.     Each  individual   has   unlimited    time    in   which  to   prepare 
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answers  to  her  questions.  A  single  subject  was  laid  before  each  applic  mt, 
and  the  questions,  ten  in  number,  and  answers  must  be  returned  before  the  * 
next  set  of  questions  was  given.  The  relative  standing  was  calculated  as 
follows :  The  credits  allowed  for  reading,  writing  and  theory  of  teaching 
were  added,  the  sum  divided  by  three,  and  the  quotient  resulting,  added  to 
the  credits  given  for  each  of  the  other  six  branches  named  in  the  certificate, 
and  the  quotient  of  this  sum  divided  by  seven,  denotes  the  relative  stand- 
ing. Fifty  is  the  minimum  average.  Percentages  are  marked  on  the  cer- 
tificate, as  well  as  the  usual  numbers  one,  two,  three,  &c.  Ninety  per  cent, 
and  upwards  is  marked  one  ;  eighty  per  cent.,  two ;  sixty-five  per  cent., 
three  ;  fifty  is  marked  four,  &e.  Those  who  have  proved  themselves  suc- 
cessful teachers  do  not  fall  below  sixty-five  in  any  one  branch,  and  make  a 
general  average  of  eighty  or  higher,  are  granted  a  professional  certificate. 
Though  this  may  seem  an  eas}r  number  to  reach,  but  seven  persons  in  five 
years  have  received  the  certificate. 

The  district  institute  held  its  twenty  meetings  as  usual,  but  man}r  of  the 
teachers  felt  less  interest  in  them  than  heretofore.  An  average  of  nearlj- 
one-third  of  the  number  was  absent  during  the  entire  year.  Some  never 
came  at  all.  As  an  inducement  to  attend,  there  is  an  understanding  be- 
tween the  Superintendent  and  teachers  that  the  annual  examination  shall 
be  based  on  institute  work.  Last  year  those  who  ranked  the  highest  in 
examination  had  the  preference  in  appointment.  This  year,  the  vacancies 
were  filled  in  the  line  of  promotion  without  reference  to  standing. 

The  high  school  was  organized  in  September,  with  the  Superintendent  as 
principal  and  one  lady  assistant.  It  opened  with  55  pupils,  and  the  aver- 
age enrolment  for  the  year  was  52.1.  No  more  than  55  persons  were  mem- 
bers of  the  school  at  any  one  time.  The  average  attendance  for  the  year 
was  50.5.  and  the  average  monthly  percentage  97. 5.  This  is  a  good  record. 
The  school  was  successful,  but  beyond  the  patrons  of  the  school  it  attracted 
no  attention. 

The  Superintendent's  work  may  be  summed  up  as  follows :  Twenty-five 
hours  teaching  each  week  in  the  high  school,  for  which  some  preparation 
must  be  made  ;  preparing  programmes  of  study  for  the  high  and  other 
schools  ;  examining  and  giving  orders  to  each  child  that  applied  for  admis- 
sion to  any  public  school;  attending  to  all  cases  of  discipline  reported  by 
the  different  teachers ;  giving  out  and  collecting  the  various  monthly  and 
other  reports  from  the  schools  ;  purchasing,  labeling  and  distributing  all 
the  books  needed  in  the  schools:  preparing  questions  for  and  superintend- 
ing the  examination  of  pupils  ready  for  promotion  ;  holding  institutes 
morning  and  afternoon  on  alternate  Saturdays;  listening  to  scores  of  long 
and  unreasonable  complaints.  To  these  may  be  added  the  careful  prepa- 
ration of  questions  for  the  annua!  teachers'  examination,  and  the  still  more 
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responsible  task  of  examining  the  papers  of  thirty  applicants,  who  wrote 
from  eight  to  fifteen  hours  each,  sometimes  without  regard  to  order,  legi- 
bility or  sense. 

For  all  acts  of  kindness,  words  of  encouragement,  or  occasional  chidings 
for  dereliction  in  duty,  received  from  teachers,  directors,  citizens,  profes- 
sional men  or  the  press,  the  writer  returns  his  grateful  acknowledgments, 
and  trusts  the  cause  of  humanity  and  intellectual  advancement  will  ever 
be  in  the  ascendant. 


EASTOX.— W.  W.  Cottingham. 

In  summing  up  the  aggregate  of  last  year's  work,  we  note  no  marked 
deviation  from  the  usual  results.  The  general  condition  of  the  schools  is 
good.  Although  nothing  new  in  point  of  plan  or  policy  has  been  intro- 
duced, we  nevertheless  recognize,  in  the  achievements  of  the  year,  the 
fruits  of  honest  and  judicious  labor.  Each  department  has  evidently  aimed 
at  a  higher  standard  of  excellence,  and  although  an  equal  degree  of  pro- 
ficiency is  not  apparent  in  all  the  schools,  the  signs  of  progress  are  wanting 
in  none. 

High  School. — This  institution  occupies  a  prominent  position  among  the 
educational  agencies  of  this  locality.  In  point  of  efficiency,  it  has  been 
elevated  to  a  standard  that  places  it  at  the  threshold  of  the  college.  The 
course  of  study  covering  a  period  of  four  years,  is  judiciously  arranged, 
thorough  in  its  results,  and  admirable  in  its  adaptation  to  the  wants  of 
those  preparing  for  business  pursuits,  or  for  a  higher  course  of  training  in 
college.  The  graduates  who  enter  Lafayette  College  are  regarded  by  the 
faculty  as  among  the  best  prepared  students  who  apply  for  examination  to 
that  institution. 

The  sxiccess  of  this  school  is  no  longer  an  experiment.  Its  reputation  is 
established.  It  has  for  years  been  sending  forth  its  graduates  to  fill  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  responsibility.  The  exercises  of  the  last  commencement 
were  held  in  the  new  opera  house,  and  in  proof  of  the  growth  of  public  in- 
terest in  this  school,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  graduates  on  that  occasion 
were  greeted  by  the  largest  audience  ever  assembled  in  the  town. 

Attendance. — The  school  records  give  no  flattering  exhibit  as  to  the  mat- 
ter of  attendance.  The  average  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  just 
closed  figures  somewhat  in  excess  of  that  of  former  years.  This  is  en- 
couraging. The  startling  truth,  however,  reveals  itself,  that  of  the  two  thou- 
sand and  sixty-four  pupils  enrolled,  six  hundred  and  forty-eight,  or  nearly 
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one-third  of  the  whole  number  registered,  are  reported  as  constituting  the 
average  number  absent  each  school  day  during  the  year. 

The.  schools  of  higher  grade  have  been  but  slightly  affected  by  absen- 
teeism, the  evil  being  confined  almost  exclusively  to  those  of  the  Subordi- 
nate departments.  At  least  eighty  per  centum  of  the  absence  referred  to, 
lias  received  parental  endorsement,  as  may  be  inferred  from  written  attes- 
tations of  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  parents  thereto. 

The  acquiescence  of  parent-  in  this  fruitful  source  of  disaster  to  our  school 
progress  is  to  be  lamented.  The  evils  incident  to  this  practice  are  not 
limited  in  their  effects  to  the  absentees.  The  regular  attendants  at  school 
suffer  by  reason  of  class  retardment,  interference  with  teachers'  plans  and 
other  obstacles  interposed  by  absenteeism,  in  the  way  of  methodical  and  suc- 
cessful instruction.  Moreover,  the  community  is  coerced  by  legal  enactment, 
to  provide  educational  advantages,  which  many  children,  through  parental 
indifference  or  neglect,  do  not  receive.  The  public  is  taxed  for  the  support 
of  schools,  and  absenteeism  squanders  the  money.  The  board  of  control  of 
this  district,  in  behalf  of  the  six  hundred  and  forty-eight  absentees  of  last 
year,  for  whom  they  were  compelled  to  furnish  school  accommodations, 
spent  $7,38?  20,  for  which  not  one  hair's  tuition  was  received. 

Teacher*  Institute. — The  institute  of  this  district  is  organized  anew  at 
the  opening  of  each  term.  Its  sessions  last  year  were  remarkably  well  at- 
tended. We  have  some  misgivings, however, as  to  the  motives  that  prompted 
the  good  attendance,  being  inclined  somewhat  to  the  opinion,  that  the  fre- 
quent presence  of  not  a  few  was  instigated  by  considerations  of  penalty  or 
policy  rather  than  by  those  of  profit. 

These  weekly  gatherings  were  not  productive  of  as  much  good  as  a  body 
of  teachers  should  be  capable  of  developing.  The  exercises  were  diversi- 
fied enough,  and  of  sufficient  practical  bias  to  have  elicited  professional 
interest  as  well  as  to  have  nerved  the  teachers  to  renewed  energy. 

This  agency  has  been  of  advantage  to  those  who  have  endeavored  to' 
make  it  profitable  to  themselves  and.  serviceable  to  their  schools.  The  or- 
ganization was  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools,  and  there  is  where 
its  influence  should  be  carried  and  felt.  The  lack  of  interest  evinced  by  some 
of  our  teachers  in  the  means  thus  afforded  for  increased  professional  effi- 
ciency, would  indicate  that  the  schools  ovei>  which  they  preside  must  be  quite 
insensible  as  to  the  existence  of  such  an  organization  as  a  teachers'  institute. 

Buildings. — Our  condition  by  way  of  building  accommodations  is  much 
improved.  We  no  longer  feel  the  ill  effects  of  over-crowded  school  rooms; 
The  completion  and  occupancy  in  April  last,  of  our  new  and  magnificent 
school  house,  has  brought  us  the  long  expected  and  coveted  relief. 

We  can  now  boast  of  a  school  house  that   ranks  among  the  best  in  the 

State — a,  building,  imposing  in  appearance,  harmonious  in  des4gn,  and  orna- 
18  ScnocL  Rep. 
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mental  in  structure.     It  is  built  of  brown  stone,  with  trimmings  of  white 

stone  from  Ohio,  is  three  stories  in  hcighth  and  covered  with  Mansard  roof. 
The  first  and  second  stories  are  sub-divided  into  eight  commodious  and  well 
ventilated  school  rooms,  with  a  complement  of  recitation  rooms,  each  room 
being  provided  with  slate  surface  tor  black-board  purposes,  which,  in  the 
aggregate,  covers  an  area  of  1,376  square  feet.  The  third  story  consists  of 
one  large  room  of  an  area  equal  to  that  of  the  entire  building,  capable  of 
seating  an  audience  of  eight  hundred  people,  and  designed  exclusively  for 
educational  meetings.  The  building  is  heated  by  steam,  and  is  furnished 
with  every  con venience\}ompatible  with  modern  school  improvements. 

Our  wants,  witli  reference  to  school  houses,  arc  not  yet  supplied.  La- 
fayette Park,  constituting  the  Third  ward,  being  isolated  from  the  rest  of 
the  town  by  reason  of  natural  barriers,  is  entirely  unprovided  with  school 
accommodations.  The  children  of  this  ward,  in  their  efforts  to  reach  the 
school  house  nearest  their  residence,  must  submit  to  inconveniences  inci- 
dent to  way  and  weather,  that  are  unreasonable,  and,  in  some  respects,  not 
unattended  with  danger.  Many  of  the  children,  particularly  the  younger 
portion,  are  obliged,  during  the  inclement  season  of  the  year,  to  forego  the 
advantages  of  schooling. 

The  people  of  this  ward  have  moved  in  the  matter,  and  we  are  gratified 
to  lie  able  to  report,  that  the  board  of  control  is  now  ventilating  the  sub- 
ject of  a  school  bouse  for  that  locality. 

School  Furniture. — Since  our  last  report,  nineteen  school  rooms,  includ- 
ing eight  in  the  new  building,  have  been  fitted  up  with  new  furniture  of 
modern  style  and  finish.  Of  this  number,  ten  rooms  were  supplied  with 
Bancroft  k  Co.'s  'kGothie  Triumph  desk,"  and  nine  with  the  "New  Amer- 
can  desk"  and  "Cornell  Primary  seat,"  manufactured  by  •'.  W.  Schermer- 
horn  &  Ck>.,  of  New  York. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  board  has  recently  determined  on  a  supply  of 
new  furniture  for  tin-  young  ladies'  department  of  the  High  school,  and  for 
this  purpose  '.lie  "Nuw  American  desk"  has  been  selected  as  the  most  ap- 
proved. 

Music. — This  subject  has  hitherto  received  no  attention  in  our  schools 
beyond  an  occasional  exercise  in  singing  by  rote.  The  principles  of  vocal 
music  can  and  should  be  taught  in  every  school.  The  ear  is  susceptible  of 
cultivation  equal  to  that  of  any  other  power,  and  should  receive  an  equal 
share  of  attention.  The  curriculum  of  a  school  is  defective  that  makes  no 
provisions  for  the  culture  of  a  talent  so  universally  appreciated  as  that  of 
ic.  We  can  not  conceive  why  an  exercise  of  so  refining  an  influence, 
an  accomplishment  of  such  commanding  power, should  so  long  have  suffered 
neglect  in  our  schools.  It  may  have  been  owing  to  the  want  of  ability  on 
the  part  of  teachers  to  give  instruction   in  this  branch.     If  this  be  so.  we 
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hope  that  the  teachers  may  be  put  uuder  a  course  of  training  that  will  befit 
them  for  the  task,  or  that  some  other  agency  may  lie  employed  that  will 
furnish  the  needed  tuition. 

Drawing. — Several  years  since,  the  subject  of  drawing  was  introduced 
a*  a  branch  of  study  in  our  school-;,  and  an  excellent  system  of  text-books 
was  adopted,  but  the  pur-nit  of  the  study  was  left  to  the  option  of  the  pu- 
pils. In  consequence  of  the  inexperience  of  teachers,  the  neglect  of  sys- 
tematic and  regular  exercise,  and  a  general  indifference  springing  from 
crude  conceptions  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  nothing  was  attained 
in  the  way  of  results  save  a  waste  of  pencils  and  paper.  Other  and  better 
results  were  anticipated. 

The  universality  of  the  love  of  art,  its  early  development  in  children, 
srnd  the  degree  of  cultivation  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  are  suggestive  of 
considerations  that  should  arrest  the  attention  of  those  engaged  in  the 
work  of  education.  Art  culture,  as  a  specialty,  has  excited  but  little  in- 
terest in  this  country,  and  will  fail  of  appropriate  recognition  until  the 
people  are  educated  up  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  its  utility.  In  vuw  of 
the  influences  of  art-education  in  promoting  an  elevated  standard  of  taste, 
and  a  consequent  refinement  of  the  process  involved  in  mechanism  and 
manufacture,  it  should  be  engrafted  in  the  school  system  of  the  country, 
and  become,  permanently,  a  part  of  our  educational  machinery. 

As  a  means  of  popularizing  art,  let  drawing  be  made  a  part  of  the  cur- 
riculum of  the  public  schools.  Let  the  elements  of  art-culture  be  woven 
into  the  system  of  common  school  education,  and  thus  open  up  to  the  masses 
an  avenue  leading  to  a  just  appreciation  of  the  beauties  of  nature  and  art 
that  surround  them.  Give  to  your  youth  the  advantages  of  the  elementarv 
training  that  lies  at  the  foundation  of  cultivated  taste,  and  you  endow  the 
future  artisan  and  mechanic  with  unwonted  power  and  skill. 

The  consideration  of  this  subject,  as  a  branch  of  study  in  our  schools, 
has  been  revived.  The  board  has  already  acted  upon  it.  The  indications 
of  its  speedy  approval  and  introduction  are  promising.  We  trust  that  the 
future  experience  of  our  schools  in  the  matter  of  drawing  may  be  of  a 
character  that  will  enable  u*  hereafter  to  present  a  more  flattering  report, 

Eatdminatibns. — The  schools  of  this  district  are  examined  twice  in  each 
year,  once  in  the  middle  and  again  at  the  close  of  the  term.  The  time  de- 
v  ►fceel  to  each  examination  usually  covers  a  period  of  six  weeks. 

The  results  of  the  last  year's  examinations  were,  in  the  main,  gratifying. 
A  toss  devotion  to  book  manipulation  and  a  freer  exercbe  of  independent 
thought  and  investigation  on  the  part  of  pupils  and  teachers,  would,  how- 
ever, be  an  improvement.  Still  we  recognize  every  year,  additional  evi- 
dences of  a  wider  departure  from  mere  text-book  routine,  and  a  greater 
disparagement  of  the  processes  that  involve  a  mere  cultivation  of  memory. 
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These p(  riodic  exhibitions  of  school  work  should  receive  a  greater  share 
of  parental  patronage  than  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  witness  or  enjoy. 

Board  of  Control. — By  a  change  in  the  districting  of  the  borough,  the 
membership  of  the  board  lias  been  increased  to  twenty-one.  Whatever. 
theoretically,  may  be  the  advantage  of  small  numbers  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  results,  the  efficiency  of  the  board  seems  to  have  been  more  as- 
sured by  this  enlargement.  The  new  members  are  young  and  enterprising. 
and  have  shown  a  disposition  to  apply  watchfulness  and  labor  in  the  dis- 
charge of  new  duties.  The  entire  population,  both  locally  and  socially,  is 
better  represented  than  heretofore,  and  a  wider  and  more  direct  interest 
has  been  awakened  in  the  schools.  It  was  thought,  by  some,  that  the 
change  was  conceived  and  effected  for  political  ends,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
there  was  an  apprehension  that  partisan  strife  might  be  introduced  into 
the  board.  Thus  far  there  has  been  no  sign  of  such  feeling  or  purpose,  and 
■u  e  anticipate  only  good  results  from  the  change. 


ERIE— II.  S.  Jones. 

It  can  be  said  without  exaggeration,  that  the  schools  of  Erie  passed 
through  the  year  with  credit  to  the  instructors  and  the  board  of  directors. 
Xo  advance  was  made  in  regularity  of  attendance,  owing  mainly  to  several 
cases  of  small-pox,  which  occasionally  produced  the  usual  panic  that  this 
dreaded  disease  occasions. 

In  methods  of  instruction,  studious  habits,  and  public  interest,  the  pro- 
gress made  is  encouraging. 

The  teachers  of  our  public  schools  have,  besides  the  boys  and  girls  they 
meet  in  the  school  room,  another  element  on  which  they  should  act  educa- 
tionally—the  patrons,  the  community.  Progress  must  be  slow,  so  long  as 
the  elder  school  of  patrons  is  behind  the  younger  school  of  children.  When 
patrons  are  able  to  give  intelligent  co-operation,  the  young  climb  the  "  hill 
of  science?' with  willing  feet;  hence,  educators  of  every  class  should,  by 
all  proper  means,  teach  the  parent  as  well  as  the  child,  showing  what  is 
being  attempted,  making  the  methods  and  principles  of  thorough  education 
common  knowledge. 

Teachers,  as  a  class,  do  not  act  as  energetically  as  they  ought  on  the  com- 
munity, many  being  known  only  through  their  pupils,  but  few  acting  edu- 
cationally by  direct  methods  on  the  patron  element. 

Erie  has  improved  in  this  during  the  last  few  years,  the  teachers  an  1 
directors  uniting  and  making  the  system  of  management  and    instruction      f 
better  known  to  the  community. 
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As  financial  evidence  of  the  growth  of  our  schools,  the  salaries  of  teach- 
ers, as  fixed  for  1873,  are  appended  ;  in  many  eases,  they  are  from  eighty- 
Id  a  hundred  per  cent,  higher  than  they  were  six  years  ago. 

Principal  of  high  school,  $200  per  month  ;  vice  principal,  $110;  teacher 
<>f  German,  §100  ;  general  assistant,  $55  ;  teacher  of  French,  (special,  two 
hours  per  day,)  $30;  principals  of  grammar  departments,  $70  to  $75; 
principals  of  intermediate  departments,  $50  to  $(>0 ;  principals  of  large  pri- 
mary departments,  $45  to  $50;  assistants,  $35  to  $45  ;  pupil  teachers,  $25 
to  $30.  Salaries  are  determined  by  1,  position  ;  2,  experience  in  the  schools  ; 
■'J.  scholarship  ;  4,  managing  ability  ;  5,  professional  spirit. 

Lint  few  of  the  topics  of  previous  reports  will  be  presented,  as  it  would 
l>e  somewhat  in  the  line  of  repetition  to  go  over  the  same  subjects,  record- 
ing similar  results. 

Gradation. — The  gradation  of  schools  in  large  towns  and  cities,  is  the 
problem  most  prominent  before  City  Superintendents  and  others  interested 
in  systems  that  concern  large  schools. 

The  majority  of  our  so-called  schools  are  cramped  and  hampered,  more 
or  less,  by  the  course  of  study  adopted  and  the  gradation  of  the  pupils  to 
its  requirements.  The  gradation  looks  well  on  paper,  and  when  examined 
from  the  stand  point  from  which  it  was  generated,  it  bears  criticism,  but 
being  mainly,  purely  theoretical,  a  test  with  facts  shows  its  lack  of  adapta- 
tion, and  that  there  is  some  reasonable  foundation  for  the  opposition  to  the 
graded  system  which  is  manifested  by  a  class  of  people  who  at  least  can 
be  called  intelligent. 

The  orthodox  course  of  study  begins  with  the  elements  of  an  education 
nnd  extends  through  ten  or  twelve  grades,  each  grade  requiring  a  year's 
study  ;  the  pupil  being  examined  at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  and  if  he 
reaches  a  certain  per  cent,  of  correct  answers  he  is  promoted  to  the  next 
higher  grade,  otherwise  he  must  fall  to  the  grade  below. 

This  system  of  gradation  is  founded  on  the  theory  that  the  child  enters 
school  at  six  years  of  age  and  attends  regularly  until  he  is  sixteen  or 
eighteen,  and  that  children  differ  but  little  in  capacity  for  study.  That  the 
1  heory  is  at  fault  is  shown  by  the  following  facts :  (a.)  Many  children  enter 
school  for  the  first  time  at  seven,  eight  and  nine  years  of  age.  (b.)  The 
attendance  gained  in  the  best  graded  schools  averages  about  fifty  or  sixty 
per  cent,  of  the  number  enrolled,  (c.)  But  few  pupils  remain  in  school 
until  they  are  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  of  age,  the  average  age  of  leaving 
school,  under  favorable  circumstances,  being  about  ten  3'ears  and  under.  In 
one  of  our  large  cities  having  over  thirty  thousand  pupils  in  the  public 
schools,  over  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  are  in  the  first  year  grade, 
and  only  about  eleven  per  cent,  in  the  fourth  year  grade,  (d.)  Children  differ 
considerably  in  capacity  and  opportunity  for  study,  quite  often  talent  and 
home  influence  enable  one  to  do  much  more  than  the  prescribed  amount. 
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It  is  not  difficult  to  see  that  a  course  of  study  divided  into  ten  or  a  doz*>n 
rigid,  yearly  grades,  can  but  work  injustice  to  many,  and  tail  in  meeting 
the  expectations  of  teachers  and  patrons.  It  is  gratifying  to  notice  thai 
this  subject  is  attracting  the  attention  of  some  of  our  most  industrioui 
school  men.  and  that  elasticity  is  being  introduced  into  the  school  system* 
of  several  of  our  leading  cities,  among  which  is  St.  Louis,  justly  celebrated 
for  her  good  schools. 

Our  city  schools  should  be  graded  to  a  course  of  Study,  but  in  arranging  th» 

course,  due  attention  should  be  given  to  the  necessary  side  of  the  problem. 

(1.)   The  course  should  show  what  is  expected  that  the  average  pupil  can 

do  in  each  year,  but  none  should  be  retarded  or  dragged  along  in  order  to 

"  keep  time"  with  the  curriculum. 

(2.)  No  stated  time  should  be  set  for  finishing  a  grade  or  for  examina- 
tion for  promotion. 

(;i.)  Each  of  the  several  grades  should  be  divided  into  three,  four  or  fiv« 
divisions  or  classes,  according  to  the  condition  of  the  material  of  which  th« 
grade  is  composed. 

(4.)  Each  pupil,  when  prepared,  should  be  promoted  from  his  division  to 
a  higher,  until  he  passes  out  of  his  grade,  and  so  on  through  the  course. 

These  features  of  elasticity  allow  classes  of  bright  pupils  to  go  on,  "mak- 
ing time"  and  distance  in  the  course,  and  do  not  in  the  words  of  the  Bos- 
ton committee  "  doom  the  backward  and  dull  to  remain  a  second  year  in 
the  same  room."  Promotion  always  being  in  order,  when  pupils  are  ready 
for  it,  the  large  number  that  attend  but  part  of  the  year,  are  influenced  by 
it.  as  would  not  be  the  case,  were  there  but  a  single  chance  and  that  at  %hm 
close  of  the  year.  The  usual  course  from  the  primary  department  through 
the  grammar  grades .  occupies  seven  or  eight  years,  and  if  each  grade  i» 
divided  into  divisions,  as  stated,  the  number  of  steps  will  be  increased  from 
seven  or  eight  to  twenty  or  thirty,  each  but  a  few  weeks  of  study  from  th« 
next  higher.  It  may  be  asked,  how  can  a  pupil  very  well  pass  from  a  lower 
division  to  a  higher,  when  the  division  in  which  he  may  be  is  not  busy  :it 
the  same  work  as  that  of  the  next  ?  In  answer,  it  may  be  said,  the  thorough 
teacher  "  reviews  often,"  and  if  a  pupil  is  ahead  of  his  division  he  makes  up 
by  reviews  when  promoted.  The  graded  system  as  commonly  managed  ha* 
not  given  sufficient  care  to  the  dull  and  the  backward,  and  many  a  child 
has  been  obliged  to  spend  two  years  of  study  on  that  which  could  be  accom- 
plished in  a  year  and  a  half  or  less. 

The  schools  of  Erie,  since  their  organization  under  one  system,  hav« 
been  graded  to  a  plan  of  many  links.  The  grades  from  the  lowest  up  to 
the  highest,  have  been  divided  into  sections,  making  it  easy  for  a  pupil  to 
rise  and  difficult  for  him  to  fall  a  long  way  at  once.  The  door  of  promo- 
tion has  been  kept  open,  and  care  taken  that  none  should  sutler  by  being 
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in  a  division  in  :inv  way  too  low  for  him.  Had  the  rigid  system  been 
adopted,  a  large  class  of  pupils  from  the  country,  villiage  and  town,  that 
have  come  to  swell  the  population  of  our  thriving  city,  would  have  found 
discouragement  and  dislike  instead  of  encouragement  and  hearty  interest. 

Necessary  Studies. — Arithmetic  and  writing  may  be  called  necessarj 
branches  of  study  in  our  sohools.  Many  persons  deprived  of  school  ad- 
vantages when  young  have  ''picked  up"  reading,  but  few  such  ever  learn 
the  elements  of  arithmetic  or  the  use  of  the  pen  out  of  school.  Not  many 
years  ago  thousands  of  children  were  leaving  school  unable  to  write  :  a 
sensible  re-action  has  taken  place,  and  primary  pupils  are  taught  writing 
In  arithmetic  there  are  too  many  fine-spun  explanations  and  drills  on  com- 
binations of  numbers  which  aim  to  make  experts  in  addition  of  pupils  that 
ought  to  be  able  to  perform  with  correctness  in  each  of  the  fundamental 
rules.  The  child  should  receive  the  arithmetic  of  ordinary  business  at  as 
early  an  age  as  possible,  though  he  may  not  have  the  quickness  of  an  ac- 
countant, if  ''sure,11  he  is  prepared  in  a  measure  when  he  leaves  the  school 
room  for  the  greater  school,  the  busy  world.  Standing  close  to  the  studies 
named,  is  expression  in  words.  Our  schools  graduate  thousands  who  can 
spell  a  multitude  of  words,  but  wdio  would  have  trouble  in  putting  fifty 
together.  People  that  studied  spelling  for  years,  but  groan  in  labor  over 
the  composition  of  a  short  letter,  are  not  hard  to  find.  The  use  of  words 
by  voice  or  pen  cannot  be  taught  too  early  nor  too  long. 

Light  and  Ventilation. — The  model  school  building  of  the  present  day 
is  built  to  look  well— this  is  the  first  requirement  and  tpo  common  in  large 
buildings,  the  rooms  are  not  well  lighted  or  ventilated.  The  following  gen- 
eral plan  is  the  best  that  has  come  to  my  notice,  Xo.  14  of  this  city  is  con- 
structed according  to  it.  The  hall  is  twenty  feet  in  width,  and  the  rooms 
project  sufficiently  to  admit  light  and  air  on  the  side  next  to  the  hall.  The 
plan  is  for  two  or  three  stories. 
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lIAilRISBUlUi.— 1>.  S.  Burns. 

The  progress  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  has  been  such  .is  ought 
to  be  expected  from  the  working  of  a  machinery  that  is  beginning  to  he 

well  regulated,  and  their  condition  is  a  reasonable  approximation  to  the 
just  expectations  of  the  friends  of  the  system,  and  especially  of  those  who 
have,  officially  or  otherwise,  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  the  schools,  their 
workings  and  residts. 

Buildings. — The  Mulberry  street  house  has  been  abandoned,  and  the 
schools  removed  to  the  "  Harris  Park"  house,  which  has  been  remodeled  as 
well  as  as  the  condition  of  the  building  would  permit,  and  which  now  con- 
tains three  primary,  one  secondary,  one  intermediate  and  one  grammar 
school.  The  new  building  on  Ridge  avenue,  with  a  capacity  of  four  hun- 
dred pupils,  has  been  occupied  since  last  March;  Another  new  building  at 
Eleventh  and  Paxton  streets,  with  a  capacity  of  nearly  two  /hundred,  is 
partly  occupied.  The  extension  to  the  Mount  Pleasant  building  is  finished, 
partly  occupied,  and  will  be  wholly  ready  for  occupancy  next  September. 
A  large  building  in  the  First  ward,  known  as  "  Library  Hall,"  capable  of 
accommodating  five  hundred  pupils,  has  been  purchased,  and  it  is  expected 
will  be  ready  for  occupancy  early  next  term. 

These  additions  give  a  total  number  of  seats  very  nearly  equal  to  the 
total  enrolment  of  about  four  thousand  seven  hundred  pupils;  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  unequal  distribution  of  population,  the  north  end  of  the  city 
is  still  in  need  of  additional  primary  school  room. 

The  action  of  the  board  in  keeping  accommodations  so  nearly  apace  With 
the  rapid  increase  of  suburban  population,  shows  that  they  have  not  been 
remiss  in  this  important  part  of  their  duty. 

The  houses  on  Vernon  street,  South  street,  also  Paxton  and  Lochiel,  are 
objectionable  on  account  of  their  proximity  to  noisy  manufactories,  and 
the  East  State  street  house  is  in  all  respects  unfit  for  school  purposes,  and 
ought  to  be  abandoned. 

Furniture^  etc — The  remarks  under  this  head  in  last  year's  report  need 
here  only  be  supplemented  by  saying  that  the  furniture  in  all  the  new 
buildings,  except  one.  is  of  the  latest  and  best  styles,  and  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  apparatus  is  all  that  is  wanting  to  make  up  the  full  equipment  of 
first  class  school  houses. 

Music. — This  subject  has.  during  the  past  year,  been  so  exhaustively  dis- 
cussed in  the  public  papers,  as  well  as  in  innumerable  curbstone  controver- 
sies, that  the  public  have  seen  and  heard  all  sides  of  tin-  question  as  to  mode 
and  method  of  teaching.  A  further  examination  of  the  methods  adopted 
in  other  cities  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  expressed  in  report  of  last  year, 
which  therefore  needs  no  further  emphasis  or  amplification.     But  there 
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seems  to  be  still  a  good  deal  of  objection  to  music  itself  us  a  branch  of 

school  work.  This  objection  is  inexplicable  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  all 
persons — wittingly  or  not — recognize  the  humanizing  ami  elevating  power 
of. music,  which  makes  itself  felt  not  less  in  the  devotional  songs  of  prat- 
tling childhood  than  in  the  cultivated  effort  of  artists.  Apart  from  this, 
it  furnishes  in  school  a  most  excellent  vocal  culture  and  a  pleasant  relief 
from  the  routine  of  school  work,  and  it  is  used  as  such  in  almost  every 
rural  school  in  the  land,  and  the  object  in  employing  a  teacher  of  music  in 
cities  is  to  furnish  an  intelligent  supervision  to  see  that  singing  be  not  ne- 
glected and  to  make  the  exercise,  beside  being  a  recreation,  a  means  of  use- 
ful and  profitable  culture.  The  crowded  audiences  at  our  school  entertain- 
ments are  sufficient  evidenence  of  the  estimation  in  which  singing  is  held  by 
the  mass  of  the  community,  and  any  attempt  to  discontine  it  would  meet 
with  the  prompt  and  overwhelming  condemnation  it  would  deserve. 

There  may  be  some  whose  objection  is  based  on  the  expense  ;  to  convince 
or  convert  these  we  have  neither  time,  patience,  inclination  nor  ability. 

Drawing. — This  branch  has  been  satisfactory  in  all  the  schools  Avhose 
teachers  have  shown  a  proper  interest  in  the  matter,  which  not  all  have 
done.  No  special  teacher  of  any  branch  can  accomplish  much  unless  his 
work  is  supplemented  by  that  of  the  regular  teacher,  and  I  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  on  music  and  drawing  to  this  feature  of  the 
subject.  Let  the  special  instructors  report,  at  stated  times,  the  condition 
of  each  school,  as  well  as  the  failure  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  teachers  to  do 
in  good  faith  what  they  are  expected  to  do,  and  let  neglect  of  these  branches 
be  treated  as  any  other  neglect  is  treated,  and  we  shall  by  and  by  have 
better' results. 

To  make  this  study  of  practical  value,  it  is  necessary,  at  some  stages, 
to  teach  drawing,  from  objects,  because  the  drawing  of  artisans — all  kinds 
of  practical  work  indeed — must,  when  not  original,  be  made  from  things. 
not  from  pictures  of  them.  The  drawings  of  some  of  our  schools  show  a 
line  cultivation  of  the  imitative  faculties,  and  they  are  deservedly  praised 
as  copies  ;  but  this  exercise  supplies  but  little  of  that  practical  knowledge 
which  it  is  the  design  of  this  study  to  supply,  and  which  the  wants  of  the 
busy  age  we  live  in  so  loudly  demand. 

Examinations. — These  have,  in  all  grades,  shown  marked  improvement 
in  methods  of  teaching  and  in  results.  The  objectionable  features  of  the 
primary  schools  have  nearly  disappeared.  Without  any  special  adherence 
to  any  of  the  lt  methods"  of  teaching  reading,  beginners,  in  very  many  of 
the  schools,  learn  to  read  in  a  surprisingly  short  time.  Oral  lessons  in 
geography  have  supplanted  text-book  verbiage ;  and  so  in  all  branches  we 
are  beginning  to  have  tangible  results.  The  higher  grades  have  not  yet 
felt  the  effects  of  this  work,  but  their  general  condition  is — has  been  all 
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that  we  iiave  a  right  to  expect,  as  was  shown  at  the  examinations,  which 
were  thorough  and  exhaustive. 

In  language,  however,  we  are  yet  deficient.  The  time-honored  science 
that  promises  to  teach  us  to  "  speak  and  write  the  language  correctly''  does 
not  fulfill  this  promise,  whatever  else  it  may  do.  We  have  now  begun  to 
make  lessons  in  language  an  appendage  and  concomitant  of  every  study  in 
the  primary  schools,  and  though  we  have  not  yet  systematized  the  work 
of  this  department,  we  mean,  with  the  earnest  help  of  the  teachers,  to  accom- 
plish something  by  and  by  in  this  long  neglected  and  maltreated  though 
most  indispensable  branch  of  study. 

High  Schools. — The  remarks  of  former  reports  in  favor  of  consolidation, 
still  apply,  with  undiminished  force,  and  the  importance  of  the  subject  must 
be  my  excuse  for  again  referring  to  it. 

After  the  first  and  second  years  the  classes  very  materially  diminish  in 
numbers,  but  the  class  organizations  must  be  kept  intact,  or  the  schools 
become  the  mere  fag-end  of  a  system  of  which  they  ought  to  be  the  head. 
A  double  corps  of  teachers  must  thus  be  kept  up — one  to  teach  half  dozen 
boys  in  geometry  and  philosophy — another  to  teach  as  many  girls.  Com- 
bined, classes  could  lie  kept  together  to  the  end  large  enough  to  make  the 
work  interesting,  to  foster  a  laudable  ambition  and  to  give  a  coherency  and 
solidity  whose  attractive  force  would  make  the  school  the  goal  which  all 
would  be  anxious  to  pass,  and  the  same  number  of  teachers,  whose  labor  is 
now  largely  frittered  away,  could  concentrate  their  work  so  as  to  make  it 
doubly  effective.  This,  too,  would  enable  the  school,  without  any  addi- 
tional force,  to  accommodate  satisfactorily  the  two  classes  of  students  for 
which  all  good  schools  of  our  day  must  provide — one  who  wish  to  v/reparc 
for  a  college  course,  the  other  who  wish  to  prepare  for  the  stirring  work  of 
business,  which  so  imperatively  calls  upon  us  from  all  sides. 

The  expense  would,  to  be  sure,  be  considerable,  but  with  equal  certainty 
or  equal  probability  of  corresponding  results.  In  a  business  matter  no  in- 
dividual or  corporation  would  hesitate  to  make  the  investment.  The  tide 
of  popular  opinion  is  setting  strongly  in  this  direction,  and  its  dictum  must 
and  will  be  respected  as  soon  as  it  is  ready  to  make  itself  heard. 

Pupils. — The  whole  number  enrolled  was  4,656,  an  increase  of  BOO  over- 
last  year's  enrolment.  The  average  monthly  enrolment  was  3,300,  and  the 
average  daily  attendance  2,630  or  78,^  per  cent. — a  small  gain  on  former 
years,  but  not  yet  what  it  shoidd  be. 

In  the  absence  of  a  school  census  we  cannot  even  guess  at  the  number 
of  children  not  attending  school  at  all,  but  if  it  bears  any  sort  of  propor- 
tion to  the  irregularity  of  those  whose  names  are  enrolled,  the  number 
must  be  large.  Many  of  the  teachers  have  labored  with  a  laudable  zeal  to 
bring  in   the  wandering  irregulars,  and  their  success  shows  how  much  can 
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l>e  accomplished  by  earnest  and  faithful  teachers,  all  of  whom  can,  if  they 
will,  exert  a  better  combined  innuenee  than  compulsory  laws  or  truant  ofli- 
oecs.     We  hope  to  hear  more  of  this  encouraging  sort  of  work. 

Salaries. — The  standard  of  teachers'  attainments  has  been  considerably 
raised  during  the  last  W:\v  years.  Better  qualifications  are  expected  and 
demanded,  and  it  is  quite  safe  to  assert  that  no  class  of  persons  whose  busi- 
ness requires  the  same  amount  of  time  and  labor  in  the  preparation  there- 
for, is  so  illy  paid.  The  requirements  of  their  position  and  of  society 
oblige  them  to  live  and  appear  in  a  style  that  must  not  be  the  least  expen- 
sive, in  a  city,  too,  that  is  by  no  means  noted  for  cheap  living.  It  is  not 
right  that  people  should  be  compelled  to  work  for  the  public  for  a  salary 
which,  with  the  strictest  economy,  barely  pays  for  boarding  and  clothes. 
and  which,  to  my  certain  knowledge  in  some  cases,  does  not  even  do  that, 
and  that  not  at  the  lowest  salaries.  Xo  candid  man,  after  a  candid  inves- 
tigation of  the  subject,  can  fail  to  see  that  $350  per  annum  will  not  secure 
the  qualifications  which  we  need  and  which  we  must  have.  Communities 
are  not  niggardly  on  subjects  that  concern  their  vital  interests,  and  this 
community  does  not  want  those  to  whom  is  confided  so  important  and  sa- 
cred a  trust  as  the  education  of  their  children  to  work  for  any  such  pay  as 
is  now  paid  to  the  teachers  of  our  lowest  grade,  schools.  It  is,  however, 
encouraging  to  know  that  the  boarcPhas  from  time  to  time  recognized  the 
efficient  services  of  some  of  the  teachers  by  corresponding  increases  of 
salary,  and  the  most  encouraging  is  one  case  of  breaking  through  the  tram- 
mels of  mediaeval  prescription  and  giving  a  lady  the  same  salary  as  is  paid 
to  men  for  the  same  kind  and  quality  of  work.  That  this  action  may  fur- 
nish a  precedent  for  the  future  is  devoutly  to  be  wished,  for  reasons  that 
are  too  obvious  to  need  elaboration. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  our  schools  is 
steadily  on  the  increase,  and  with  this  and  the  continued  assistance  of  the 
press  of  the  city,  to  which  we  are  under  obligations  for  past  efficient  aid. 
we  shall  soon  have  an  outside  element  of  strength  and  support  which  can- 
not fail  to  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  the  important  work  of  educating 
the  young. 

In  conclusion  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  say,  that  the  board  of  direc- 
tors have  been  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office.  Some 
have  devoted  all  the  time  they  could  spare  from  their  private  business  to 
the  interest  of  the  schools.  To  them  the  public  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude. — 
the  subscriber  his  personal  and  official  thanks. 
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STATISTICS    OF    SCHOOLS. 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers  employed 5 

Win ile  number  of  female  teachers  employed 18 

A  veragc  salary  of  males ' $55  00 

A  rerage  salary  of  females $35  00 

Whole  number  of  female  pupils  enrolled 1 ,330 

Whole  number  of  male  pupils  enrolled 1,  044 

Average  attendance 905 

District  institutes  held 20 

Public  examinations 2 

Number  of  weeks  taught  in  Normal  institute 10 

Number  of  pupils  attending  Normal  institute 163 

Number  of  teachers  attending  Normal  institute -45 

Months  taught  in  the  night  school 3 

Attendance  in  the  ni«fht  school 54 


Branches  taught  in  the  High  school  the  same  as  heretofore,  to  wit : 
Spelling,  reading,  writing,  book-keeping,  arithmetic,  algebra,  gemoetry, 
philosophy,  chemistry,  history  and  Latin.  Drawing  is  taught  in  all  the 
departments. 

School  Property. — Our  school  buildings  are  in  a  miserable  condition,  and 
with  very  poor  prospect  of  being  much  better  for  some  time.  This  is  par- 
ticularly the  case  as  regards  the  Central  building,  the  basement  is  occupied 
by  the  primary  department,  and  consists  of  a  room  twenty-live  feet  by 
thirty  five  feet,  having  about  seven  feet  between  joints,  three  feet  of  which 
is  above  ground,  with  very  inperfect  ventilation,  the  chimney  Hues  so  de- 
fective that  the  room  is  constantly  filled  with  coal  gas,  which,  together  with 
the  floor  soaking  wet  during  severe  storms,  is  well  calculated  to  keep  up  a 
full  supply  of  little  victims  for  disease  and  death  to  riot  upon.  Small-pox 
and  black  fever  still  lurk  among  us,  and  unless  something  is  done,  par- 
ticularly in  this  department,  those  to  whom  is  delegated  the  duty  of  over- 
seeing this  department,  should  be  held  to  a  strict  accountability.  The  in- 
termediate and  high  school  rooms  are  in  nearly  a  similar  condition ;  and 
imperfect  ventilation  keeps  its  dozens  of  pupils  out  of  the  school  room 
every  day.  The  building  in  the  South  ward  is  in  about  the  same  condition  ; 
the  Fourth  ward  building  might  be  made  quite  comfortable,  if  the  directors 
would  only  insist  upon  the  janitors  doing  their  duty. 

Tmprooemente. — We  have  no  improvements  to  report — carelessness  seems 
to  have  gotten  hold  of  the  directors  in  good  earnest.     The  building  in  the 
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Sixth  ward,  that  we  expected  would  be  completed  ere  this,  has  not  yet  bi  (  n 
commenced  ;  but  it*  promises  are  good  for  anything,  we  hope  to  announce 

its  completion  next  year. 

Improvements  Required. — There  should  be  a  building  erected  at  Hamp- 
ton capable  of  accommodating  not  less  than  three  hundred  pupils,  another 

of  the  same  capacity  at  Park  Hill.  The  Central  building  in  the  Fifth  ward 
should  be  partially  torn  down  and  re-built,  as  it  is  at  present  unsafe,  part 
of  one  of  the  side  walls  being  bulged  out  some  five  or  six  inches  from  the 
perpendicular,  and  should  there  be  the  least  jar  from  the  caving  in  of 
mines  there  would  be  a  catastrophe  to  record  far  more  terrible  than  that  ->f 
Avondale. 

Attendance — The  attendance  during  the  year  has  been  far  below  the 
average ;  the  main  cause  of  this  has  been  the  prevalence  of  the  small-pox. 
To  guard  against  this  disease  we  were  obliged  to  exercise  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance, and  a  large  number  of  pupils  were  obliged  to  remain  at  home,  who. 
perhaps,  were  comparatively  free  from  exposure,  and  I  would  take  this  oc- 
casion to  congratulate  the  teachers  for  their  success  in  keeping  it  out  of 
the  schools,  and  also  to  return  my  thanks  to  parents  and  guardians  for 
their  patience  in  co-operating  with  the  teachers  in  this  arduous  and  disa- 
greeable work.  The  other  causes  for  non-attendance  have  been  enumerated 
so  often  that  I  almost  tire  of  enumerating  them,  and  so  long  as  apathy  en 
the  part  of  directors  culminates  in  the  neglect  of  the  most  imperious  of 
all  duties,  to  wit :  the  providing  of  sufficient  accommodations,  and  healthy 
and  attractive  rooms.  It  must  seem  inconsistent  on  my  part  to  urge  pa* 
rents  to  scud  their  children  to  face  disease  and  death  in  these  hot  beds  of 
pestilence  as  are  these  crammed  and  ill}' ventilated  rooms.  As  the  question 
now  stands  there  are  but  two  choices  left  to  parents  of  limited  means, 
either  to  send  them  to  school  at  the  sacrifice  of  health,  or  turn  them  into 
the  streets  to  be  educated  for  the  penitentiary.  When  the  buildings  are 
in  such  condition  that  directors  will  not  let  their  own  children  attend  the 
public  schools,  I  think  I  may  be  pardoned  for  speaking  plainly  in  regard  to 
these  abuses. 

Visitation. — A  strict  supervision  of  the  school  was  kept  until  midwinter 
when,  on  account  of  the  prevailing  disease,  together  with  the  failing  health 
of  my  assistant,  Miss  Mears,  I  was  obliged  often  to  forego  the  pleasure  I 
always  feel  in  performing  tliis  part  of  my  duty,  but  upon  looking  back 
over  the  past  the  only  wonder  is  that  so  much  good  was  accomplished  and 
so  many  perils  were  avoided. 

District  Institutes. — Our  institutes  have  been  doing  good  work  and  have 
been  well  attended.  The  exercises  have  been  to  a  great  extent  conducted 
by  the  teachers  themselves,  and  the  good  effected  has  shown  corresponding 
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results  in  the  school  room.  We  hare  had  in  our  corps  a  few  who  cared 
little  about  the  institutes,  and  their  failure  has  been  the  natural  result. 

Normal  Institutes. —  1  held  a  Normal  term  during  the  summer  vacation, 
with  an  attendance  of  1(53  pupils.  45  of  whom  were  teachers.  Dunmore, 
Providence  and  Hyde  Park  were  well  represented. 

Condition  of  Schools. — The  schools  have  been  kept  to  as  high  a  standard 
as  circumstances  would  permit,  and  nothing  has  been  left  undone  on  the 
part  of  Superintendent  and  teacher  to  combat  successfully  the  untowa>d 
condition  of  things  in  which  we  were  placed. 

JS&aminations — I  have  held  two  public  examinations  during  the  year; 
granted  twenty-one  certificates,  and  rejected  five  applicants,  and  have  met 
with  the  same  disagreeable  results  that  are  experienced  by  all  Superintend- 
ents ;  applicants  disappointed,  their  friends  displeased,  ami  old  mother 
•  ossip  retailing  to  ready  listeners  every  reason  but  the  right  one,  why  such 
and  such  a  person  was  rejected,  culminating  at  last  in  a  remonstrance  to 
State  Superintendent  against  the  tyranny  of  the  local  examiner. 

Finances. — According  to  the  annual  financial  statement,  tax  -payers  were 
led  to  suppose  that  every  thing  pertaining  to  money  matters  was  in  a  sound 
condition,  but  the  lamentable  truth  is,  that  with  the  annual  statement  they 
were  displeased  and  for  a  very  good  reason.  Instead  of"  publishing  a  de- 
tailed statement  as  they  should,  accounts  were  thrown  in  a  lump  and  so 
published,  that  the  result  was  I  could  not  certify  that  the  statement  was 
correct.  That  there  are  some  very  serious  discrepancies  to  explain  all  are 
agreed  upon,  and  nothing  short  of  a  searching  investigation  will  satisfy 
the  tax-payers,  and  it  is  evident  that  they  will  not  cease  to  murmur  at  a 
high  rate  of  taxation  without  corresponding  benefits. 

Necessary  Requisites/or  Improvement. — 1st.  That  some  legally  authorized 
persons  be  permitted  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  board,  and  to  investigate 
their  last  live  years  proceedings  and  publish  the  result.  2d.  That  the  build- 
ings and  grounds  be  put  in  such  a  condition,  that  instead  of  being  repul- 
sive to  the  pupil,  they  may  lure  him  to  be  willing  to  spend  a  part  of  his 
time  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  3d.  That  teachers  be  employed  upon 
their  merit,  not  because  they  are  the  relatives  of  some  of  the  directors. 
1th.  Allow  teachers  to  have  equal  chances  in  the  line  of  promotion.  5th 
aud  last.  Ventilate  the  school  rooms,  clean  out  the  flues,  white  wash  the 
walls,  cleanse  the  floors,  change  these  pest-houses  into  proper  receptacles 
for  children  thirsting-  for  pure  air  and  useful  knowledge. 
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[n  school  matters  it  is  much  more  qasy  to  speak  of  things  bearing  the 
imprint  of  improvement,  when  the  real  state  of  affairs  would  show  a  slow 
pace  at  best ;  but  in  school  work  there  can  be  no  revolution;  all  that  is 
•rained  that  will  bear  the  test  of  time,  must  come  only  through  growth  and 
pains-taking  culture ;  and  to  expect  surprising  results  in  a  few  months,  or 
a  year,  is  to  meet  with  disappointment  in  the  end. 

Examination*. — I  have,  during  thej'ear,  examined  twenty-five  applicants. 
and  given  certificates  to  the  same ;  the  average  grade  has  been  two.  the 
average  age  of  the  teachers  employed  is  26  years,  thirteen  of  whom  have 
taught  over  five  years. 

Buildings. — Number  of  buildings,  ten,  some  of  which  should  be  aban- 
doned— a  contract  has  been  made  for  the  immediate  erection  of  a  new 
building  in  the  Fourth  ward.  One  house  more  is  urgently  needed  in  the 
Second  ward,  wdien  this  is  provided  we  shall  have  proper  accommodation 
for  our  present  school  population. 

Schools. — Number  of  schools,  thirty-one,  graded  as  follows  :  Thirteen 
primary,  eight  secondary,  eight  grammar  and  two  high  schools.  The  de- 
sign of  grading  schools  is  to  have,  in  one  room,  a  class  of  pupils  at  very 
nearly  the  same  stage  of  progress.  Thus,  the  explanation  of  a  principle 
wi'll  not  be  lost  upon  any  for  want  of  previous  knowledge,  and  the  progress 
may  be  rapid.  New  pupils  are  constantly  entering  the  schools  from  the 
Country,  where  the}r  have  been  taught  a  good  deal  of  some  things  and  very 
litttle  of  others.  Many  more  return  to  school  after  sickness  or  absence  from 
town  in  the  middle  of  the.  term,  and  find  themselves  behind  their  own  class 
and  in  advance  of  the  one  below  them.  In  view  of  these  and  other  causes 
the  time  may  come  when  we  shall  suggest  an  ungraded  school.  To  this 
school  should  be  sent,  first,  incorrigible  truants;  secondly,  insubordinate 
pupils,  for  whom  a  change  of  administration  is  desirable  to  remind  them 
that  a  change  in  their  conduct  is  necessary,  or  because  the  superior  skill 
of  the  teacher  may  prevail  to  subdue  them ;  thirdly,  scholars  who,  on  ac- 
count of  some  good  reason,  are  very  irregular  in  attendance  at  school  ; 
and  lastly,  young  men  and  ladies  more  than  fifteen  years  old.  who  work  in 
the  busy  season  and  wish  to  attend  school  a  part  of  the  year  only.  To 
the  first  two  classes  the  school  would  have  a  penal  character,  while  to  the 
last  two  no  such  idea  properly  attaches. 

Teachers. — Number  of  teachers,  ten  nudes  and  twenty-one  females.  lie 
who  feels  himself  called  to  be  a  teacher,  who  has  the  Fpbit  of  service  to 
God  and  man  in  this  sphere,  has  the  foundation  on  which  all  healthy  ex- 
periments may  be  built.  He,  by  his  trials — even  when  they  fail — will  ever 
Iks  qualifying  himself  for  something  better,  in  the  way  of  imparting  know- 
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ledge  and  establishing  principles,  than  he  lias  as  yet  attained  to.  It  should 
be  the  duty  of  all  teachers  to  endeavor  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  their 
pupils  the  principles  or  morality,  truth,  justice  and  patriotism;  to  teach 
them  to  avoid  idleness,  profanity  and  falsehood.  Teachers  have  a  right  to 
expect  that  parents  will  co-operate  with  them  in  enforcing  school  discipline 
in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  common  sense.  The  greatest  lesson 
which  the  child  has  to  learn  in  life  is  that  of  self-government,  arid  if  hi' 
cannot  govern  himself,  the  strong  hand  of  power  and  punishment  must  be 
laid  upon  him  to  remind  him  of  duty,  and  compel  him  to  do  it. 

Patrons. — The  friends  and  patrons  of  the  schools  have  not  lost  their  in- 
terest in  the  labors  and  success  of  the  teacher.  A  large  number  of  visits 
have  been  received  during  the  year,  still  there  is  too  much  indiil'erence  mani- 
fested by  parents  toward  school  visitation.  The  improvement,  however, 
iu  this  respect,  is  encouraging. 

Directors. — The  board  of  directors  has  been  harmonious  and  progressive 
iu  action.  A  number  of  the  members  have  spent  time  in  visitation,  and  iu 
overseeing  the  repairs  of  buildings.  &c.  Most  of  the.  board  are  men  whose 
time  is  very  much  engrossed  with  business  cares,  and  it  speaks  well  for  the 
cause,  that  a  community  lias  those  that  will  drop  for  a  while  their  own  busi- 
ness interests  and  give  attention,  without  emolument,  to  the  good  of  the 

public 

Salaries  <>i'  Teachers. — This  subject  has  occupied  of  late  much  thought, 
and  has  attracted  marked  attention.  Martin  Luther,  in  his  address  to  the 
common  councils  of  all  the  cities  of  Germany,  as  early  as  the  year  1524, 
uses  this  sensible  language  :  "If  so  much  be  expended  every  year  in  wea- 
pons of  war,  roads,  dams  and  countless  other  things  of  the  sort,  for  the 
safety  and  prosperity  of  a  city,  why  should  we  not  expend  as  much  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  ignorant  youth,  to  provide  them  with  skillful  teachers." 
To  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  public  schools,  this  board  has,  with  marked 
unanimity,  given  such  an  increase  of  salaries  as  was  demanded  by  every 
consideration  of  justice,  having  aside  all  that  was  liberal  and  generous. 
But  though  even  this  be  parsimonious  economy,  it  is  not  accorded  to  the 
great  mass  of  teachers — probably  to  none  of  them.  If  public  education  is 
of  any  essential  value,  if  the  intellects  of  our  children  are  worth  cultivation, 
if  education  enhances  national  prosperity,  and  secures  by  its  power  a  more 
perpetual  union  of  States,  and  if  it  makes  the  people  at  large  happier  and 
better,  and  places  our  nation  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  powers  of  the 
earth,  surely  the  worthy  instruments  who  contribute  so  largely  towards 
these  result:,  should  not  he  meanly  dealt  with.  If  well  educated,  well 
trained  and  talented  teachers  are  of  worth  in  the  great  plan  of  national 
education,  surely  it  is  right  to  compensate  them  for  their  services  with  just 
dealing.     Do  we  wish  to  attain  a  high  standard  for  the  noble  profession  of 
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teaching,  and  to  preserve  it?  Then  it  must  be  that  we  offer  some  ineon- 
f  ivc  to  those  whom  we  induce  to  embark  in  the  cause,  even  though  it  be  no 
more  than  the  assurance  that  they  shall  be  free  from  want;  that  while  they 
serve  the  public  well  and  faithfully,  they  shall  be  able  to  maintain  th 
selves  as  becomes  their  station,  and  is  of  rig-lit  expected  of  them.  The 
teacher  is  occupies!  nearly  all  the  working  hours  of  the  day  with  educational 
duties,  and  too  often  after  night,  with  records,  examinations,  &c.  Parti:. 1 
or  meagre  justice  is  not  enough.  In  plain  language,  those  who  educate  a 
nation's  children  and  keep  up  the  foundations  of  national  prosperity,  art' 
entitled  not  only  to  such  compensation  as  will  supply  a  family  with  all 
reasonable  wants,  but  also  such  additional  compensation  as  will  enable  them 
to  provide  for  the  future. 

Course  of  Study. — We  have  adopted  a  regular  course  of  study,  di^ded 
as  follows:  Primary,  secondary;  grammar,  and  high  school.  Pupils  in  the 
high  school,  on  the  completion  of  a  three  years  course,  and  after  being  ex- 
amined by  a  committee  of  three  disinterested  persons  of  education  and 
ability,  appointed  by  the  board  of  directors,  the  Borough  Superintend 
and  the  principal  of  the  school,  are  granted  an  appropriate  diploma  under 
the  seal  of  the  corporation,  setting  forth  the  studies  in  which  the  candidate, 
has  graduated,  signed  by  the  president  and  the  secretary  of  the  board  of 
directors,  the  Borough  Superintendent,  the  committee  and  the  principal  tti 
the  school. 

Apparatus. — But  little  addition  has  been  made  to  the  school  apparatus 
of  the  borough  during  the  last  year.  The  walls  of  many  of  our»sehool 
house-;  have  been  adorned  by  teachers  and  pupils  with  mottoes,  engraving. 
&c.  The  proper  care  is  not  always  taken  of  the  apparatus'.  Globes,  maps 
and  charts  are  sometimes  exposed  unnecessarily,  and  the  teacher  is  certj 
responsible  for  all  damages  done  through  his  neglect. 

The  Clergy. — Our  clergymen  generally  are  interested  in  the  progress  of 
the  public  schools.     A  few  might  do  good  b}-  visiting  them  more  frequently  . 

The  Press. — The  papers  of  the  borough  have  been  active  supporters  of 
the  schools,  in  the  way  of  publishing  everything  of  interest,  respecting  ex- 
aminations, public  exercises,  attendance,  reports,  &c. 

Superintendent's  Work. — The  visits  made  to  all  the  schools  amounted  to 
10 i.  In  visiting  the  schools,  my  principal  object  at  first  was  to  notice  the 
methods  of  instruction  and  discipline,  and  to  suggest  improvements  therein. 
These  suggestions  were  kindly  received,  and  in  this  respect  there  has  bee  i 

i    reform. 
,    During  the  last  two  months  of  the  term  a  public  examination,  for  pro- 
motion was  held  in  every  school.     Among  teachers  and  pupils  these  exer- 
•  i     s  excited  a  good  degree  of  interest.     I  am  exceedingly  sorry,  how: 

to  state  that  these  examinations  were  not  so  well  attended  by  directors  an  I 
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citizens  as  they  should  have  be<  n.     Every  director,  every  parent  and  i 
citizen  who  feels  an  interest  in  promoting  the  cause  of  education,  should 
not  fail  to  attend  these  annual  examinations.     It  is   sincerely  hoped   that 
another  year  will  bring  increased  interest  in  these  exercises. 

[n  addition  to  the  regular  duties  of  Superintendent,  some  of  my  time 
was  devoted  to  the  instruction  of  teachers.  The  meetings  of  the  board 
were  also  attended,  and  a  written  report,  showing  the  condition  of  the 
schools    &C,  was  made  monthly. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  added,  that  in  Lebanon  the  same  bright  and 
dark  aspects  to  the  cause  of  public  education  are  seen  as  elsewhere.  The 
wealthy,  without  children,  complain  of  exorbitant  school  taxes  and  extrava- 
gant school  directors.  The  poor  complain  of  injustice  to  them,  and  the 
partiality  of  teachers  to  the  children  of  more  influential  parent?.  Children 
not  controlled  at  home,  object  to  the  .lessons  and  discipline  of  the  school 
room,  and  are  too  often  found  in  the  great  "street  school,"  where  only  evil 
tught,  and  that  continually.  Parents,  too,  confiding  in  the  honesty  of 
their  own  children,  never  ascertain  the  true -condition  of  things,  and  com 
plain  because  these  little  ones  are  not  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  the 
children  of  bhose  parents  whose  moral  and  intellectual  interests  are  watched 
<  ver  with  a  jealous  eye.     My  heart-felt  thanks  are  due  to  directors,  teachers 

•  I  other  friends  of  education,  for  the  generous  aid  and  encouragement 
n  leivedfronvthcm.     During  the  short  time  I  have  served  as  Superinten- 

•  snt,  much  valuable  information  lias  been  gathered,  which  will  materially 
aid  me  in  my  future  labors.  Sustained  by  active  and  intelligent  directors, 
and  a  liberal  and  progressive  people,  Ave  may  reasonably  hope  for  continued 
improvement  and  prosperity. 


LOCK  HAYEK— A.  N.  Raub, 

Since  my  last  report  a  few  changes  of  some    importance    in  our  sch 
v     k  have  taken  place.     Heretofore  we- have  had  two  separate  high  schools, 
one  for  each  of  the  sexes,     [n  compliance  with   my  request,  the   board  of 
directors  has  ordered  that  the  two  sexes  shall  be  taught  together  in  the 

i  school,  having  but  one  such  school  in  the  future,  that  to  be  in  charge 
of  a  male  principal,  who  shall  At  the  same  time  be  principal  of  the  Third 

I  building,  and  have  general  charge  of  the  pupils  of  the  different  grades 
ir;  that  building.     Our  most  thoughtful  citizens  have  long  recognized  the 

issity  of  such  a  step  as  this,  but  until  lately  obstacles  seemingly  insur- 
mountable retarded  favorable  action  bv  the  board. 


LOCK  HAVEN.  211 

A  second  important  step  taken  by  the  b<j  that  svhi  3  the 

City  Superintendent  of  teaching.  Heretofore  the  City  Superintendent  has 
been  required  to  teach  three  hours  a  day  in  the  High  school.  By  resolu- 
tion of  the  board  he  is  exempt  from  this  in  the  future,  and  directed  to  de- 
vote his  attention  to  all  the  schools  as  Superintendent  &e  facto,  making  such 
\isits  and  giving  snoh  directions  and  such  advice  as  may  in  his  judgment 
seem  best  and  most  necessary.  In  the  past,  the  Superintendent  has  not 
been  able  to  devote  as  much  attention  to  the  lower  grades  of  schools  and 
to  the  most  inexperienced  teachers  as  the  welfare  of  the  schools  demanded. 
and  to  enable  him  to  do  better  work  in  these  lower  schools,  he  has  been  re- 
lieved of  teaching  the  High  school. 

All  the  teachers  of  the  city  were  in  regular  attendance  at  the  sessions  of 
the  late  County  Institute,  and  participated  in  its  exercises. 

Three  rooms  were  supplied  during  the  year  with  improved  furniture,  ami 
the  board  has  just  passed  a  resolution  adding  seats  and  desks  of  an  im- 
proved pattern  for  two  hundred  more  pupils.  The  work  goes  quietly  ov.,.. 
and  in  a  few  years  we  shall  have  none  but  approved  and  comfortable  desks 
and  seats  in  all  our  schools. 

In  the  First  ward  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  primary  school  has  become 
so  great  that  we  have  had  to  add  another  teacher  to  our  force.  Instead  of 
creating  a  new  primary  we  have  decided  to  combine  a  secondary  and  two 
primaries,  placing  one  teacher  in  charge  with  two  assistants  in  side  recita- 
tion rooms.  It  is  an  experiment,  but  Ave  hope  to  do  some  effective  work 
by  this  arrangement.  The  teacher  in  the  main  room  will  have  charge  of 
the  school,  and  be  mainly  responsible  for  the  discipline. 

Practically  no  distinction  is  made  in  salary  between  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
it  being  understood  that  fixed  salaries  are  attached  to  the  different  grades, 
and  all  candidates,  whether  ladies  or  gentlemen,  enter  the  contest  with  a 
knowledge  of  this  principle. 

On  the  whole  we  have  a  good  corps  of  teachers,  and  the  citizens  gener- 
ally are  well  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  our  schools,  but  there  is  still 
too  little  attention  paid  by  many  to  the  professional  part  of  the  work — to 
governing  principles  which  underlie  the  Avholc  science  of  teaching.     We 
ho    •  to  remedy  this  when  our  State  Normal  school  at  this  place  shall  have 
been  established. 
The  State  Normal  school  buildings  located  here  are  rapidly  approaching 
completion.    The  contractors  are  pushing  the  work  Avith  all  possible  speed. 
the  structure  will  be  under  roof  by  the  first  of  December.    As  is  known 
to  the  Department,  the  corner-stone  was  laid  on  the  fourth  of  July  last. 
Governor  Pollock  having  first  delivered  an  address  to  an  audience  of  pro- 
bably five  thousand,  mostly  citizens  of  the  county.     The  buildings  will  be 
rig  the  largest,  finest  and  best  located  in  the  State.     They  will  be  suffi- 
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ciently  c  unna  "  >us  to  accommodate  over  three  hundred  boarders,  with  as 
many  more  day  pupils,  and  fitted  up  with  all  modern  conveniences.  Ar- 
rangements Avill  be  made  to  heat  the  buildings  with  steam.  light  them  with 
gas  and  supply  them  throughout  with  the  purest  mountain  water  from  the 
city  water-works.  Altogether,  when  the  institution  shall  have  been  com- 
ply ed  ami  once  put  into  operation  we  hope  to  give  the  State  a  school  which 
shall  be  the  pride  not  only  of  Clinton  county  but  of  all  central  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


ME  AD  V1LLE.— George  W.  Haskins. 

This  has  been  a  year  of  substantial  progress.  No  radical  changes  havr 
been  made,  nor  novel  experiments  tried.  We  have  relied  upon  thorough, 
honest  work  from  all  connected  with  the  schools  for  success,  and  believe 
the  result  has  justified  our  confidence.  The  working  of  our  system  has 
never  exhibited  such  happy  and  harmonious  results.  The  examinations  of 
our  schools  have  never  been  more  thorough,  nor  have  they  ever  given  better 
evidence  of  genuine  progress  by  the  pupils. 

The  course  of  instruction  has  been  somewhat  modified,  the  grading  im- 
proved and  rendered  uniform  in  the  different  districts,  and  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  schools  abridged  and  simplified,  in 
a  few  classes  the  work  required  has  been  diminished,  and  in  many  increased. 
Each  class  performed  its  alotted  work,  and  in  nearly  every  case  satisfac- 
torily. -  In  addition  to  the  general  directions  in  the  course  of  instruction, 
written  directions  and  instructions  were  given  by  the  Superintendent  at  the 
beginning  of  each  term,  and  in  some  cases  week  by  week,  for  the  manage- 
ment and  teaching  of  the  classes.  While  we  have  done  the  same  work  in 
corresponding  classes  in  different  districts,  and  encouraged  uniform  meth- 
ods of  teaching,  we  have  recognised  the  fact,  both  in  discipline  and  teach- 
.  that  all  people  cannot  work  by  the  same  rule,  nor  be  put  into  the  same 
mould.  We  have  endeavored  to  draw  out  original  thought  and  to  encour- 
age individual  growth. 

The  discipline  of  the  schools  has  been  good,  and  the  temporary  make- 
shift of  corporal  punishment  has  been  resorted  to  but  seldom  during  the 
year.  We  believe  by  this  course,  we  have  done  better  for  the  present,  we 
are  confident  we  have  for  thG  future. 

The  Superintendent  spent  the  school  hours  of  every  day  in  the  school 
room,  visiting  schools,  and  did  his  other  work  out  of  school  hours.  This 
constant  supervision  and  frequent  contact  with  the  classes  gave  him  an  in- 
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tiinatc  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  the;  teachers  and  wants  of  the  pu   i 
Flo  was  thus  enabled  to  give  minute  and  appropriate  direct]  the 

management  of  all  the  classes. 

We  have  had  frequent  written  reviews  throughout  the  year,  with  careful 
written  examinations  at  the  end  of  each  term,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
This  requires  a  great  amount  of  labor  from  the  teachers  and  Superin- 
tendent, but  the  results  are  very  satisfactory. 

The  improvement  in  the  regularity  of  attendance  this  year  has  been 
marked.  The  pupils  have  exhibited  commendable  pride  in  keeping  up  the 
attendance  at  their  schools,  and  have  shown  results  very  satisfactory,  and 
in  some  schools  leaving  but  little  to  be  desired  in  this  direction.  Not  oaly 
have  they  shown  a  good  attendance  of  those  enrolled  each  month,  but  the 
attendance  of  the  same  pupils,  from  the  first  of  the  year  to  the  last,  has 
been  much  better  than  usual,  making  but  little  change  in  the  school  through- 
out the  year.     This  has  been  especially  so  in  the  First  distiict. 

The  school  board  has  been  harmonious  and  faithful,  and  the  teachers 
earnest  and  ready  to  take  suggestions  and  do  the  work  required  of  them. 
Many  of  them  were  most  excellect  teachers,  and  none  failed  from  unwil- 
lingness to  try. 

We  added  to  our  apparatus  at  the  High  school,  and  the  accretions  to  the 
district  funds  for  such  purposes  were  expended  for  books  and  apparatus. 

Should  not  the  law  authorize  or  direct  the  school  officials  or  some  other 
officer  to  take  an  annual  school  census,  not  only  in  cities  and  boroughs,  but 
in  every  school  district  in  the  State  ? 

The  school  officials  and  people  ought  to  know  how  many  of  the  children 
of  school  age  are  not  benefited  by  the  schools. 


NORRISTOWN.—Jos.  K.  Gotwals. 

Our  schools  during  the  past  year  gave  evidence  of  great  improvement, 
especially  in  the  lower  grades. 

No  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year;  we  should  have  a  build- 
ing for  the  High  school ;  the  present  building  is  too  small  to  accommodate 
all  the  pupils.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  enterprising  board  will  soon  take 
the  matter  in  hand.  Three  rooms  were  furnished  with  improved  furniture. 
There  are  two  or  three  rooms  from  which  the  furniture  should  be  removed 
and  better  substituted. 

The  board  purchased  a  complete  manikin  for  the  use  of  the  school ;  had 
Vt  imported  from  France  at  a  cost  of  $298;  part  of  the  money  was  obtained 
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by  entertainments  given  by  the  pupiifi  of  the  school.  The  manikin  is  used 
by  l>r.  J.  K.  Weaver,  who  has  been  lecturing  very  successfully  ibr  several 
years  to  the  pupils  of  the  schools  on  physiology. 

School  Board. — The  work  of  the  board  was  done  very  harmoniously  ; 
the  great  desire  being  to  make  the  schools  better,  to  increase  their  effi- 
ciency— manifesting  this  by  encouraging  every  effort  brought  forward  by 
the  Superintendent  for  the  progress  of  the  schools,  thus  aiding  him  in  his 
labor.  The  co-operation  between  Superintendent  and  hoard  has  been  of 
the  most  pleasant  character. 

The  meetings  are  held  weekly  in  a  room  set  apart  for  their  use,  in  one  of 
the  school  buildings. 

Teachers,  as  a  class,  have  made  great  efforts  to  improve  themselves ;  to 
inform  themselves  in  the  branches  taught  and  bring  into  their  respective 
schools  the  best  methods  of  instruction,  thus  showing  a  progressive  spirit. 
The  interest  manifested  is  exhibiting  itself  in  the  progress  made  b}T  their 
pupils. 

Institutes. — The  attendance  at  institutes  was  never  better;  the  interest. 
manifested  as  a  body,  very  encouraging,  proving  profitable  to  many  who 
had  become  somewhat  monotonous  in  their  methods  of  teaching.  The 
meetings  were  conducted,  at  the  request  of  the  teadhers,  mostly  by  the  Su- 
perintendent, who  brought  before  the  teachers  observations  made  in  the 
school  room  during  the  month,  pointing  out  defects,  if  any,  and  suggesting 
plans  for  improvement,  many  of  which  were  introduced,  proving  the  benefit 
of  these  meetings.  These  observations  frequently  provoked  discussion  on 
the  different  methods  of  teaching,  all  of  which  proved  advantageous;  also, 
instruction  given  in  the  different  branches  taught  in  our  schools.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  our  institutes  were  a  success.  They  were  held  semi- 
monthly ;  primary  teachers  on  the  first  .Saturday  of  the  month,  the  higher 
grades  on  the  third  Saturday.  This  arrangement  seemed  to  do  much  bet- 
ter than  a  combination  of  the  two. 

Teachers'  Examinations. — There  was  held  but  one  public  examination. 
Owing  to  the  resignation  of  one  teacher  and  the  formation  of  a  new  school, 
two  private  examinations  were  held.  Teachers  have  shown  a  disposition 
to  improve  in  their  work.  This  was  noticed  by  the  interest  exhibited  in 
their  respective  schools,  and  by  the  desire  to  improve  themselves  in  the 
branches  required  to  lie  taught,  as  well  as  to  increase  their  stock  of  general 
information. 

Pupils. — There  were  enrolled  during  the  year,  2,188  pupils,  an  increase 
of  about  160  over  the  previous  year;  per  centum  of  attendance  84,  an  in- 
crease of  3  per  centum.  There  seemed  to  be  a  general  awakening  interest 
in  our  schools  among  the  pupils.  This  was  especially  noticed  where  the 
teachers  were  interested  in  their  work,  as  they  should  be.     The  prospect* 
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for  the  future  arc  quite  encouraging,  and  if  the  teachers  feel  the  true  re- 
sponsibility resting  upon  them,  then  will  that  interest  be  shown  by  the 
pupils  that  is  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  schools. 

Held  two  examinations  of  pupils,  one  in  January,  the  other  in  June. 
The  examinations  in  the  higher  grades  were  written,  while  those  in  tin- 
lower  were  mostly  oral. 

Schools. — The  High  school  and  first  division  of  the  grammar  department 
are  combined,  composed  of  two  schools ;  besides  there  are  three  grammar 
departments,  composed  of  eight  schools;  two- secondary  of  seven  schools; 
*>ix  grades  of  primary,  of  sixteen  schools ;  one  school  for  colored  children. 

Great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  different  grades,  especially  in  the 
primary,  where,  instead  of  each  teacher  teaching  two  grades,  the  change 
was  made  so  that  each  teacher  has  but  one  grade,  making  six  grades  in 
the  primary  instead  of  three.  Thus  far  this  change  is  working  admirably. 
The  teachers  arc  working  with  a  greater  interest  than  ever  before,  in  these 
departments  ;  the  order  is  also  much  better.  The  object  method  has  been 
introduced  with  great  success.  The  board  is  making  an  effort  to  get  the 
best  teachers  in  these  departments.  Too  much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to 
primary  instruction.  There  must  be  the  proper  interest  manifested  by  the 
teachers.  In  our  High  school  there  is  a  change  necessary,  from  the  fact 
that  we  have  too  many  studies  for  our  pupils  to  complete  in  the  short  time 
allotted  them.  This  it  is  hoped  we  will  be  able  to  remedy,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, during  the  coming  year.  In  this  school  are  taught,  besides  some  of 
the  common  branches,  algebra,  geometry,  mensuration,  ancient  geograph}', 
geology,  natural  philosophy,  chemistry,  physiology,  drawing,  Latin,  French, 
German  and  Greek.  The  languages,  drawing  and  music  are  taught  by 
professors  appointed  by  the  board. 

The  work  of  the  Superintendent  consists  in  teaching  one-half  of  his  time 
in  the  High  school,  superintend  the  classification  of  pupils,  promote  from 
lower  to  higher  grades  when  found  competent,  examine  applicants  for  ad- 
mission into  schools,  submit  a  weekly  report  and  an  abstract  of  his  monthly 
report  to  the  board,  besides  many  other  duties  arising  daily  in  the  differ- 
ent schools,  to  visit  the  schools  as  often  as  possible.  There  was  an  effort 
made  to  visit  all  the  schools  twice  a  month  and  spend  half  an  hour  at 
each  visitation  ;  but  owing  to  many  other  duties,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  shorten  the  time,  or  to  make  a  less  number  of  visits.  That  these  fre- 
quent visits  proved  advantageous  to  both  teachers  and  pupils,  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe. 

While  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  attendance  on  the  part 
of  many,  yet  there  is  a  manifest  indifference  exhibited  by  many  parents. 
They  seem  to  think  their  children  can  be  kept  away  from  school  without 
any  loss  to  them  or  inconvenience  to  the  teacher ;  but  the  number  of  such 


216  PITTSBURG. 

is  gradually  growing  less.  Parents'  visits  arc  not  as  frequent  as  they 
should  be.  If  parents  will  not  visit  the  schools,  t  ...  should  visit  the 
parents.     En  doing  so  no  doubt  great  good  could  be  accomplished. 

In  connection  with  this  report,  it  is  due  the  former  secretary,  Mr.  A.  II. 
Baker,  to  state  that  through  his  untiring  labor,  self-sacrificing  disposition, 
he  bus  been  instrumental  in  bringing  about  many  changes  which  are  prov- 
ing beneficial  to  our  schools.  The  community  is  greatly  indebted  to  him 
for  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  education.  The  Superintendent  feels  in- 
debted to  all  the  members  of  the  board  for  their  willingness  to  aid  him  in 
the  furtherance  of  every  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools. 


PITTSBTTRG.— George  J.  Luckey. 

The  history  of  our  schools  for  the  year  just  closed  (first  Monday  of  Sep- 
tember,) is  much  the  same  as  their  history  for  the  several  preceding  years  ; 
the  interest  shown  by  the  people  in  success  of  the  common  school  cause 
is,  however,  greatly  on  the  increase. 

The  new  buildings  that  have  been  erected  within  the  last  few  years  in 
every  part  of  the  city,  and  which  were  intended  by  their  projectors  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  people  for  school  accommodations  for  the  next 
de  of  years,  are  already,  in  many  cases,  filled  to  overflowing,  and  new 
buildings  or  additions  to  the  present  ones  will  have  to  be  erected  the 
coming  year. 

Attendance. — The  enrolment  and  attendance  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : 

Males  admitted 7,  33  + 

Females  admitted 7, 4TT 


Total 14,881 

A  vi  rage  monthly  enrolment  of  male? 5, 142 

Average  monthly  enrolment  of  females 5, 177 


Total 10,319 

Average  daily  attendance  of  males • 4,  272 

Average  daily  attendance  of  females 4,  070 


Total 8,  345 
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By  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  April  2,  1812,  the  boroughs  of 
bam,  East  Birmingham,  Ormsby,  St.  Clair,  South  Pittsburg,  M.-  non- 
gahela,  West  Pittsburg,  Tetnperanceville,  Union  borough,  Allentown  and  Mt. 
Washington,were  admitted  to  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  and  they  became  a  part  of 
oar  school  district  on  the  first  Monday,  of  June,  1873.  This  territory, 
after  being  divided  into  wards  by  city  councils,  was,  by  action  of  the  Central 
board  of  education,  made  into  twelve  school  districts,  and  named  as  follows  : 

The  24th  ward  was  named Wickersham  district. 

The  25th do Morse  district. 

The  26th do Humboldt  district. 

The  27th do St.  Clair  district. 

The  28th  and  29th  wards  were  named Birmingham  district. 

The  30th  ward  was  named Knox  district. 

The  31st do Allen  district. 

The  32d do Mt.  Washington  district. 

The  33d do Monongahela  district. 

The  34th do Riverside  district. 

The  35th do Luckey  district. 

The  36th do Thaddeus  Stevens  district. 

Including  this  territory  the  enrolment  and  attendance  are  as  follows : 

Number  of  boys  admitted 10,  044 

Number  of  girls  admitted 10, 1ST 


Total 20,231 


Average  monthly  enrolment  of  bo\s 7,210 

Average  monthly  enrolment  of  girls 7,  240 


Total 14,  456 


Average  daily  attendance  of  boys • 5,  987 

Average  daily  attendance  of  girls 5,  970 

Total 1 1 ,  957 


Including  this  new  district  we  now  have  fifty-two  school  buildings  and 
three  hundred  and  thirty  teachers.  At  least  forty  additional  teachers  will 
be  required  for  the  work  of  next  year. 

In  the  territory  added  to  the  city  there  are  several  fine  school  buildings, 
but  a  number  of  the  districts  in  this  territory  have  buildings  entirely  unfit 
for  use;  but  the  directors  of  most  of  the  districts  alluded  to  have  already 
taken  steps  toward  the  erection  of  edifices  sufficient  for  the  proper  accom- 
modation of  all  the  pupils  within  their  respective  limits. 


PITTSIM11G. 

The  -Why  the  first  Monday  of  June  was  fixed  as  the  first 

of  the  school  yeaT  I  have  never  been  able  to  Learn.     The  school  year  in 

all  the  cities  and  large  towns  of  the  State  commences  on  the  first  Monday 

September,  and  in  no  single  town,  township  or  school  district  does  it 

commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  June. 

In  our  city  the  school  directors  of  the  several  districts  commence  their 

term  on  the  first  of  January,  the  members  of  the  Central  hoard   on  the 

1    Tuesday  of   February.     Our   fiscal   year  commences   on  the  first 

tday  of  June,  and  our  teachers  are  elected  for  the  year  commencing  on 

fehe  first  Monday  of  September. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  these  several  times,  which  are  now  fixed  for  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year,  for  different  purposes,  and  in  different  places 
throughout  tl  result  in  confusion.  I  would  respectfully  request  you 

t  >  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session,  to  the  necessity 
of  fixing  some  suitable  time,  say  the  first  Monday  of  September,  for  the 
commencement  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  to  so  alter  and  amend  the  school  law 
as  to  have  the  term  of  all  school  officers  of  the  Commonwealth  to  begin  at 
that  time. 

Teachers^  V  lings. — During  the  year  there  have  been  1:2  half  day  and  4 
evening  sessions  of  the  teachers'  institute,  all  of  which  were  Avell  attended. 
In  addition  to  the  institute  meetings,  the  teachers  were  formed  into  classes 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  instruction  in  the  best  methods  of  teaching 
and  of  school  government;  sixteen  of  these  meetings  were  held  during  the 
y<  ;i  r. 

The  meetings  in  the  autumn  months  were  held  in  the  afternoon  at  the 
close  of  the  school,  and  in  the  spring  en  the  forenoon  of  each  Saturday  for 
eight  consecutive  weeks. 

The  principals  of  the  several  schools  of  the  city,  held  10  meetings  for  the 
transaction  of  general  business  connected  with  the  proper  grading  of  the 
schools. 

An  organization  known  as  the  Pittsburg  Academy  of  teachers,  com- 
ic >s.  d  of  over  100  of  the  most  experienced  teachers  of  the  city  also  held  10 
half  day  sessions,  at  which  wen1  discussed  the  methods  for  securing  from 
the  community  at  large  the  proper  recognition  of  the  teacher's  work. 

I  might  say  in  conclusion,  that  1  am  justly  proud  of  a  corps  of  teachers 
who  manifest  sufficient  interest  in  the  great  work  in  which  they  are  engaged, 
to  give  thus  largely  of  their  own  time  to  fit  themselves  properly  for  the 
responsibilities  which  it  imposes. 
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POTTSVILLE.— B.  F.  Pattebson. 

During  the  last  year  there  have  been  but  few  changes  in  the  mode  of 
conducting  school  affairs.  , 

There,  are  however  a  few  things  that  we  think  are  worthy  of  note. 

District  Institute. — During  the  year  that  has  just  closed  our  institute 
has  been  conducted  on  a  plan  which  differs  from  the  system  pursued  in 
former  years.  The  institute,  consisting  of  forty-eight  teachers,  was  divided 
into  four  classes.  Twelve  of  the  teachers  have  either  professional  or  per- 
manent certificates.-  These  constitute  a  corps  of  instructors.  The  remain- 
ing thirty-six,  who  wish  to  study  with  reference  to  their  annual  examina- 
tion, are  divided  into  three  classes  without  reference  to  their  degree  of 
proficiency.  Each  one  of  these  classes  recites  a  lesson  in  the  following 
branches:  Arithmetic,  grammar,  history  of  the  United  States  and  physical 
geography.  Each  instructor  conducts  one  recitation,  and  each  class  re- 
cites four  lessons.  Three  rooms  are  occupied  with  classes.  The  instruc- 
tors go  from  one  room  to  another.  The  time  for  recitations  is  so  arranged 
as  to  give  each  instructor  an  opportunity  to  attend  the  other  two  recita- 
tions upon  the  subject  that  he  teaches.  For  instance  during  the  first  hour 
class  No,  1  recites  grammar;  No.  2,  history;  No.  3,  geography.  During 
the  second  hour  class  No.  1  recites  geography ;  class  No.  2,  grammar,  and 
class  No.  3,  history.  During  the  fourth  hour  all  three  of  the  classes  recite 
arithmetic  at  the  same  time.  At  the  close  of  these  recitations  all  asserabl* 
in  a  large  room  and  have  a  lesson  in  orthography.  Fifty  Avords  that  have 
l>een  carefully  selected  during  the  week  are  pronounced,  written  and  cor- 
rected. Then  follows  a  session  for  topics  of  general  interest  and  for  re- 
marks by  the  Superintendent. 

This  plan  of  conducting  the  institute  has  given  great  satisfaction  during 
the  last  year.  It  gives  each  instructor  a  definite  work  to  perform  by  way 
of  preparation  for  these  recitations.  It  creates  a  gentle  rivalry  between 
the  classes.  But  the  greatest  good  arising  from  it  is  seen  in  the  fact  that 
all  the  female  teachers  feel  more  free  to  express  their  opinions  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  small  class.  The  attendance  at  these  meetings  has  been  good. 
Several  teachers  from  other  districts  have  been  regular  attendants  during 
the  year. 

Examination  of  Teachers. — The  plan  pursued  in  examining  teachers  for 
the  last  three  years  has  been  different  from  that  usually  followed.  The 
questions  on  the  several  branches  are  prepared  by  the  Superintendent. 
The  applicants  are  divided  into  classes,  from  four  to  six  in  a  class.  Each 
class  occupies  a  separate  room.     The  examination  of  each  class  is  con- 
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1  b    :    '  ■■.  eher  who  holds  :i  professional  or  permanent  certificate.'   It 

is  the  duty  of  the  teacher  to  place  the  questions  upon  the  blacl   I  \  to 

answer  no  questions,  to  see  there  are  no  communications,  and  to  collect 
the  papers  con  aining  the  work  of  each  teacher.  These  papers  are  all 
numb(   -  I  an  I  .  is  credited  according  to  the  work  in  the  several 

branches.  The  gra  le  is  first  made  taking  one  hundred  for  the  basis,  after- 
wards reduced  to  that  found  on  our  provisional  certificates.  After  the 
work  of  grading  certificates  is  completed  the  names  corresponding  to  the 
numbers  are  procured  and  attached.  This  prevents  any  real  or  imaginary 
partiality.  It  prevents  any  teacher  from  copying  from  neighbors  during 
examination.  It  secures  better  preparatory  work  since  each  teacher  knows 
that  this  test  will  give  their  exact  standing. 

Examination  of  Scholars. — I  find  that  the  greatest  stimulus  that  can 
be  offered  to  both  teachers  and  pupils  is  a  comparative  examination.  Where 
•  are  two  or  three  schools  of  the  same  grade  I  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  examining  their  corresponding  classes  upon  the  same  questions,  then 
comparing  their  grade-;.  This  never  fails  to  interest  pupils  and  teachers 
and  to  incite  them  to  thorough  preparatory  work. 

General  Progress. — Our  schools  are  advancing  in  proficiency  year  by 
year.  This  is  seen  in  the  number  who  are  prepared  to  enter  the  high 
school,  as  well  as  in  the  good  order  of  the  schools  and  in  the  interest 
which  seems  to  prevail  among  parents,  pupils,  teachers  and  directors.  Ail 
seem  to  be  working  together  for  the  common  good.  Pottsville  has  been 
fortunate  since  the  first  establishment  of  her  schools  in  the  selection  of 
school  directors.  The  citizens  have  always  placed  at  the  head  of  her 
school  affairs  the  most  intelligent  and  worthy  of  their  number.  The  school 
board  to-day  is  composed  of  men  who  are  ready  to  make  any  sacrifice  for 
the  good  of  the  schools.  While  this  state  of  affairs  continues  the  schooli 
must  go  on  from  prospering  to  prosper. 

All  the  editors  of  our  borough  are  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand. 
They  feel  that  their  cause  and  ours  is  a  common  cause,  that  of  elevating 
the  masses. 
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READING.— Thomas  Severn. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  satisfactory  progress  in  education  in  the 

schools  of  this  district.  The  attendance  of  pupils  has  been  large  through- 
out the  year.  Teachers,  pupils  and  parents  have  taken  an  interest  in  edu- 
cational advancement.  There  has  been  a  spirit  of  emulation  awakened 
among  both  teachers  and  pupils;  teachers  vying  each  other  in  the  faithful 
discharge  of  their  duties  ;  pupils  applying  themselves  to  their  studies  to 
excel  in  the  examinations  for  promotion. 

This  district,  being  the  third  in  size  in  the  State  in  the  number  of  pupils, 
the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  are  laborious.  To  visit  continuously  the 
schools,  comprising  over  five  thousand  children,  advise  and  counsel  teach- 
ers in  the  various  difficulties  that  daily  occur  in  school  discipline  ;  to  grad£, 
examine,  promote  and  establish  uniform  studies  in  like  grades  and  classes, 
of  so  many  pupils,  is  no  light  work.  But  by  pursuing  a  course  b<  lieved  to 
be  fir  the  best  interests  of  education,  the  schools  of  this  city  will  compare 
in  discipline,  gradation,  classification  and  thorough  teaching  favorably  with 
any  in  the  State. 

In  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  schools,  moral  suasion  is  more 
relied  on  than  corporal  punishment.  Refractory,  disobedient  and  obstinate 
pupils  are  suspended  for  a  limited  period,  and  in  the  meantime  the  co- 
operation of  the  parents  is  sought,  which  in  the  majority  of  cases  has  the 
effect  to  reform  the  pupil.  The  pupil  is  restored  to  the  school  and  gener- 
ally  does  well. 

The  rapid  increase  of  population  of  this  city  makes  it  necessary  for  the 
board  of  control  to  yearly  increase  the  school  accommodations,  and  though 
there  were  two  first  class  school  house*  at  a  cost  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars built  the  past  year,  yet  they  find  it  necessary  to  contract  for  the  build- 
ing of  two  more  the  coming  school  3-ear,  at  a  cost  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars each. 

The  monthly  district  institute  was  continued  through  the  past  year.  Tfc'i 
attendance  of  teachers  was  usually  from  eighty  to  one  hundred.  Members 
of  the  board  of  control,  as  well  as  citizens,  were  generally  present.  Here- 
tofore the  institute  has  depended  more  on  professional  gentlemen  not  mem- 
bers of  the  institute,  than  themselves  to  lecture.  Hereafter  the  teachers 
propose  to  do  the  work  themselves. 

The  board  of  control  have  very  generously  raised  the  salary  of  all  the 
teachers  for  the  corning  year — an  advance  often  dollars  a  month  for  each 
teacher  of  all  grades  below  the  high  school,  and  twenty  to  thirty  dollars 
a  month  for  each  of  the  high  school  teachers.  The  teachers  employed  in 
this  district  now  number  one  hundred  and  sixteen.      Eight  in  the  high 
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eli  gi  im  ..  I;   twenfc;  ndary,  and   sixty-nine 

hers. 
My  time,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Superintendent,  has  boon  wholly 
occupied  the  past  year.  I  have  made  fifteen  hundred  visits  to  the  schools, 
made  ten  monthly  reports  to  the  board  of  control,  a  like  number  to  the  State 
Superintendent,  received  and  answered  two  hundred  official  letters,  held 
public  examination  of  graduates  of  the  high  school,  and  applicants  for 
schools,  held  eight  monthly  district  institutes,  assisted  in  holding-  one  an- 
nual "city  and  county  institute,  and  issued  fifty-seven  professional  and 
sixty  provisional  teachers'  certificates. 


SCR  A  NTOK — Joseph  Honey. 

No  new  buildings  having  been  erected  during  the  year,  ending  June  1, 
.  the  number  remain",  the  same  as  reported  last  year. 

The  school  property  of  the  city  now  consists  of  nine  school  buildings, 
with  their  accompanying  grounds,  and  two  lots  not  yet  built  upon  ;  the 
whole  valued  in  round  numbers  at  $18:2,000. 

Five  of  these  buildings  have  been  erected,  and  three  enlarged  during  the 
last  six  years. 

ducational  course,  comprising  the  four  departments — primary,  in- 
termediate, grammar  and  high  school,  consists  of  ten  grades,  as  follows: 

The  primary  department  consists  of  four  grades;  intermediate,  three  : 
grammar,  two  ;  and  high  school,  one. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  and  the  attendance  of  pupils  in  each 
department,  is  shown  in  the  following: 

PRIMARY    DEPARTMENT. — 27    teachers   employed. 

Enrolled,  males  ...1,1 03     females 1 ,  059     total 2,  Hi 2 

Aver;.-''         -      ...      603  "         570        '•      1,176 

Percentage  "     ...       ST         "       95       "     86 

intermediate  department. —  1 8  teachers  employed. 

550     total 923 

285       ••     

ST       "      


if      lied,  mal 

373 

females 

Average 

.      2\^ 

•• 

Percentage  " 

88 

it 

grammar  department. — ■")  teachers  employed. 

Enrolled,  males . . .        96    females 1 00     total 1 96 

••      ...        64         -        4s       ••      112 

Percemtage  "     ...       92        "       89       "     90 
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high  school. — 2  teachers  employ* 

Enrolled,  males.  .        1 1   females 25     total 30 

A  verage       "     . .         1         "      16       "      23 

Percentage  "     .  .       89        "      85       "     87 

EVENING  schools. — 5  teachers  employed. 

Enrolled,  males .  .     304  females 45     total 349 

Average       "      ..      140         "       24       "      104 

Percentage  "     .  .       81         ';      85       "     83 

The  evening  schools  were  kept  open  seven  mouths — five  evenings  every 
week. 

Examinations. — Three  public  and  two  special  examinations  were  held. 
Seventy-five  applicants  were  examined— fiffcy-two  of  whom  received  certi- 
ficates,  averaging  two  and  four-tenths.  The  average  grade  in  scholarship 
of  the  twenty-two  rejected,  was  three  and  forty-six  hundredths. 

District  Institutes. — Twenty  district  institutes  were  held,  with  a  per- 
centage of  attendance  by  the  teachers  of  ninety-eight.  The  beneficial  effects 
of  these  institutes  upon  teachers,  in  the  increase  of  professional  zeal  and 
teaching  ability,  become  more  apparent  every  year. 

Superintendent's  Work. — The  Superintendent  taught  two  hundred  and 
twenty  sessions ;  made  one  hundred  and  sixty -five  visits  to  day  schools ; 
fifty-five  to  evening  schools  ;  held  twenty  district  institutes ;  three  public 
and  two  special  examinations,  and  had  the  direction  and  supervision  of  all 
the  schools  of  the  district. 


TITUSVILLE.— II.  C.  Bosley. 

f>uildings. — During  the  long  vacation  the  buildings  already  in  use  wen 
put  in  thorough  repair  for  the  coming  year,  and  soon  after  the  openiug  of 
the  schools  a  contract  was  let  for  a  new  brick  building  in  a  part  of  the  city 
not  hitherto  supplied.     This  house  is  now  nearly  ready  for  use.     It  will  be 
seated  with  single  desks  and  be  heated  with  steam. 

Grades. — Our  grades  and  studies  remain  substantially  as  heretofore 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  theoretical  and  practical  study  of  music 
wns  introduced  into  every  department.  The  teaching  of  this  branch  is  not 
under  the  care  of  a  special  instructor,  but  is  conducted  by  each  teacher  in 
her  own  room,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent.  The  text-books 
used  are  "Loomis'  First  Steps  in  Music."     The  success  attending  the  in- 
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stractioa  in  music  has  been  as  great  as  we  expected,  and  on  the  whole,  quite 
rv.     Where  teachers  are  examined  as  regularly  and  thoroughly 

in  the  elements  of  music  as  they  are  in  arithmetic  and  other  studies,  the 
instruction  of,  our  children  in  music  may  he  made  as  perfect  and  satisfactory 
as  in  any  other  subject. 

mage. — The  cultivation  of  the  power  to  express  thought  in  written 
language  has  been  continued  through  another  year.  Instruction  in  this 
branch  is  no  longer  an  experiment  with  us.  By  an  experience  of  two  years 
it  is  now  demonstrated  that  pupils  of  every  grade  can  and  will  acquit 
themselves  well  in  writing  out  their  thoughts  on  assigned  subjects.  Care 
is  taken  not  to  ask  of  pupils  thoughts  beyond  their  years.  While  the  ex- 
ercise, when  properly  conducted,  necessarily  tends  to  awaken  thought  and 
to  stimulate  investigation  and  inquiry,  both  in  school  and  out  of  it,  the 
pupils  are  constantly  reminded  that  the  most  valuable  thoughts  often  be- 
come comparatively  valueless,  for  want  of  skill  in  expression;  that  the 
raining  of  skill  and  power  in  expression  should  go  hapid  in  hand  with  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge.  In  the  primary  and  intermediate  departments, 
no  text-book  is  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils,  but  the  lessons  are  given  by  dic- 

i  or  by  writing  on  the  board,  from  the  first  part  of  the  Analytical  spel- 
ler. In  the  grammar  departments,  "Hart's  First  Lessons  in  Composition'' 
is  I  as  a  text-book,  accompanied  by  a  very  free  use  of  "  Webster's  TJn- 
abriged,"  a  copy  of  which  is  placed  upon  a  convenient  stand  in  every 
room.  The  results  achieved  in  this  exercise  have  far  exceeded  our  highest 
expectations,  and  the  interest  shown  by  the  pupils  is  often  greater  than  in 
any  other  study.  With  such  results  to  encourage  us  we  enter  upon  instruc- 
tion in  composition  for  the  coming  year  with  increased  courage  and  thank- 
fulness. 

Attendance. — From  the  monthly  reports  of  the  past  3Tear  we  gather  the 
following  facts:     1st.  The  percentage  of  attendance  during  the  entire  year 
uniform,  varying  only  from  83Te5  to  88T%  per  cent.     2d.  The  aver- 
age percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was   85-/a  per  cent.     3d.  The 

st  total  attendance  was  in  January  ;  the  next  largest  in  February  ;  the 
smallest  in  June,  and  the  next  smallest  in  October.  4th.  The  greatest  varia- 
tion for  any  one  month  in  total  attendance  was  one  hundred  and  six,  (10(5. ) 
and  in  average  attendance  sixty-four,  (64.)  5th.  The.  highest  average  at- 
tendance  in  any  room  during  any  month  of  the  year  was  97  per  cent.,  and 
the  smallest  70  per  cent. 

(  lui  ion. — We  desire  to  return  our  thanks  to  the  press  of  our  city  for 
many  favors  extended  to  us  during  the  year;  to  the  board  of  directors  for 
their  y  and  encouragement ;  to  the  teachers  for  their  conscientious 

and  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  and  to  our  fellow-citizens  for  their  great  in_ 
tereit  in  public  school  education. 
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WILKESBARRE— Charles  Jewett  Collins. 

The  total  enrolment  as  given  is  evidently  incorrect  ;  undoubtedly  the 
pupil  has  been  reckoned  more  than  once.  We  yet  need  books  of  ac- 
count suited  to  a  system  involving  promotion's  and  such  changes  from 
room  to  room,  from  department  to  department,  as  are  incident  to  graded 
schools,  in  borough  or  city;  some  blanks  from  the  State  Department  still 
make  city  reports  returnable  to  county  superintendents. 

The  several  forms  of  statistics  marked  A,  B,  C  and  D,  fitly  point  out  the 
law  of  growth  in  our  schools,  during  the  entire  period  which  has  elapsed 
since  their  organization  in  1866. 

I  report  the  addition  of  vocal  music  to  our  course  of  study.  It  has  been 
introduced  into  all  the  grades  by  means  of  the  Mason  charts  and  readers 
proven  so  successful  in  Boston.  Our  success  is  already  great,  as  shown, 
first,  by  the  annual  examination;  and,  secondly,  by  a  public  entertainment 
which  our  High  school  principal,  Prof.  T.  II.  Dean,  conducted.  Tfet 
largest  hall  in  the  city  was  overwhelmingly  filled  by  the  patrons  of  the 
schools,  and  the  testimony  of  their  satisfaction  and  surprise  was  emphatic. 

This  success  has  been  effected  by  the  effort*  of  each  teacher.  To  intro- 
duce the  study,  only  one  change  was  made  in  the  daily  programme.  A 
period  formerly  devoted  to  preparation  for  recitation  was  taken  for  vocal 
music,  and  the  pupil  was  expected  to  find  time  for  that  preparation  at  home. 

Never,  during  the  seven  years  of  my  service  in  the  schools,  has  so  much 
work  been  done  by  our  teachers  in  all  the  grades,  as  has  been  done  during 
the  year  just  closed  ;  never  has  it  been  so  well  done,  as  every  examination 
Las  recently  testified  ;  never  have  the  schools  been  so  highly  deserting  of 
the  confidence  of  the  people.  We  neither  ask  for  nor  desire  more- signal. 
suce-"-;  than  that  winch  has  attended  our  efforts  during  the  past  year.  We 
look  to  our  board  for  like  success  and  favor,  under  that  Divine  providence  : 
which  has  not  left  common  schools  without  the  witness,  of  His  presence.. 
who  has  "magnified  His  Truth  above  all  His  Name.'' 
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WILLIAMSPORT.— M.  N.  Horton. 

Of  our  schools  in  general,  1  may  say  that  with  few  exceptions,  they  have 
been  well  taught.  The  methods  of  teaching  were  during  the  year  very  per- 
ceptibly improved.  More  effort  has  been  applied  to  directing  the  pupils  to 
learn  ideas  rather  than  words  only;  to  teaching  how  to  think,  rather  than 
to  commit  to  memory  mechanically  a  certain  amount  of  language  from  a 
text-book.  In  government  and  school  discipline,  the  degree  of  improve- 
ment has  been  less  uniform.  Many,  indeed  the  most  of  our  teachers  have 
seemed  to  be  correct  in  theory  on  this  subject,  while  in  practice  they  differ 
more  or  less  widely.  Some  have  been  all  1  could  expect  or  reasonably 
wish  ;  a  larger  number  have  been  able  to  achieve  fair  or  at  least  tolerable 
success;  while  in  other  few  cases  the  word  "success"  would  hardly  apply. 
For  these  last  it  has  been  extremely  difficult  to  change  for  the  better  even 
when  the  faults  and  their  remedies  were  pointed  out.  On  the  whole,  the 
discipline  has  been  too  lax.  l>y  this,  I  do  not  mean  that  the  rod  has  been 
used  too  sparingly.  On  the  contrary,  in  some  schools  it  has  unquestionably 
been  used  too  much;  used  where  other  and  milder  means  would  have  been 
more  effective  and  less  olijectionable.  If  teachers  would  first  aim  at  com- 
plete self-control,  and  then  laying  aside  fretting,  scolding  and  threatening, 
exercise  sound  discretion  in  'heir  requirements,  and  firmness  in  the  fulfill- 
ment of  those  requirements,  doing  all  with  a  sincere  desire  as  the  children's 
friend,  to  do  them  good  and  good  only,  I  believe  they  bould  scarcely  fail 
of  success,  and  that  too,  with  little  or  no  use  of  the  rod. 

A  manifest  improvement  has  been  made  in  classifying  the  pupils  accord- 
ing to  their  grades  of  scholarship,  the  examinations  fortius  purpose  having 
been  made  with  increasing  thoroughness,  and  the  grades  themselves  more 
accurately  defined.  The  chief  hindrances  in  this  work  have  been  the  ir- 
regular attendance  of  pupils  and  the  want  of  suitable  or  sufficient  room 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  lower  grades.  On  the  part  of  the  teachers, 
with  but  a  single  exception,  there  has  not  only  been  cheerful  and  hearty 
c  >-operation  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  but  a  general  willing- 
ness to  sec»nd  in  good  earnest  all  propositions  for  reform  and  progress. 

The  High  school,  notwithstanding  various  discouragements  and  hin- 
drances, has  been  prosperous  almost  beyond  expectation,  Most  of  its  stu- 
dents have  become  ambitnous  of  success  and  usefulness,  and  have  taken  up 
and  pursued  their  studies  with  such  alacrity,  zeal  and  earnest  perseverance  as 
not  only  to  insure  their  own  proficiency  while  at  school,  but,  at  the  same- 
time,  thanks  to  our  school  directors  for  their  wisdom  in  establishing  and 
maintaining  within  the  reach  of  all  this,  means  of  higher  education,  to  ren- 
der success  in  the  future  undertakings  of  life  in  whatever  capacity  of  use- 
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ful  labor,  almost  a  positive  certainty.  For  the  future,  we  must  look  large- 
ly to  the  graduates  of  the  High  school  for  our  annual  supply  of  teachers, 
and  partly  with  this  view,  I  propose  some  modifications  in  the  course  <>(' 
study,  in  order  that  it  may  be  better  adapted  to  the  special  needs  of  such 
as  would  prepare  themselves  to  become  teachers.  The  High  school,  how- 
ever, is  in  great  need  of  a  suitable  school  building,  having  been  obliged 
thus  far  to  occupy  rented  rooms,  in  the  upper  stories  of  store  buildings, 
more  or  less  difficult  of  access,  in  close  proximity  to  neighboring  tenants, 
and  without  any  grounds  whatever,  except  the  highways.  With  this  want 
supplied,  I  see  no  reason  why.  our  High  school  may  not  be  equal  to  any  in 
efficiency  and  usefulness.  That  this  will  be  so.  eventually,  I  confidently 
believe. 

At  the  present  writing,  (July  22d.)two  new  buildings  have  been  planned, 
located  and  placed  under  contract,  one  of  two  rooms,  for  the  colored 
schools,  in  place  of  the  insufficient  and  unsuitable  quarters  previously  oc- 
cupied by  them,  and  one  of  four  rooms,  for  the  others,  to  relieve  in  part 
the  crowded  condition  of  the  primary  grades.  It  is  expected  that  these 
will  be  completed  and  ready  for  use  the  present  year. 

Moreover,  our  school  debt  is  being  steadily  reduced,  and  our  financial 
prospects  are  now  more,  encouraging  than  they  have  been  for  several  3' ears 
hitherto,  so  that  Ave  confidently  hope  to  be  soon  entirely  free  from  the  pres- 
ent indebtedness,  in  the  meantime  provide  additional  buildings  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  increasing  numbers  in  our  primary,  junior  and  senior 
schools,  and  at  no  very  distant  day  erect  and  suitably  furnish  a  building  of 
ampler  size  and  convenience  for  the  High  school.  In  this  connection, 
and  in  conclusion,  I  can  but  commend  the  efficient  management  of  our 
school  board,  of  the  last  two  years,  to  whose  prudence  and  economy  this 
promising  state  of  things  is  chiefly  due.  And  this  matter  of  economy  is 
with  us.  I  conceive,  very  much  as  it  should  be;  not  small  and  narrow- 
minded,  and  regarding  the  present  only,  but  fore-sighted  rather,  and  aim- 
ing ultimately  to  make  the  schools  of  our  city  second  to  no  others  in  the 
Commonwealth. 


YORK W.  If.  Shelley. 

Statistics. — The  grades  are  similar  to  those  heretofore  reported.    Xumbcr 

of  pupils  in  high  school,  115  ;  number  of  pupils  in  grammar  schools,  131  ; 

number  of  pupils  in  secondary  schools,  57 9  :  number  of  pupils  in  primary 

chools,  1,538.  Total  number  of  pupils  in  schools.  2,363.    Highest  percentage 

•ported  during  the  year,  96  ;  number  of  pupils  present  eveiy  day  during  the 

year,  49 ;  number  absent  onh'  from  sickness.  TS  ;    number  not  tardy  one 
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session,  589;  number  of  directors'  visits,  200;  visits  from  patrons  and 
friends  of  education,  1,210;  average  percentage  of  attendance  in  all  the 
schools,  84. 

Indications  of  Progress. — Among  these  we  may  briefly  note  the  increased 
number  of  visits  to  the  schools  from  patrons  and  friends  of  education,  as 
shown  by  the  figures  above,  a  larger  percentage  of  attendance  in  the  schools, 
and  the  greater  efficiency  of  our  educational  system.  The  school  hoard  has 
been  a  unit  in  every  measure  designed  to  advance  the  interests  of  public 
education  in  the  community.  Their  visits  to  the  schools,  and  their  words 
of  cheer  given  to  superintendent  and  teachers  have  been  highly  appre- 
ciated. 

We  are  happy  to  say  that  the  opposition  manifested  a  year  since  to  the 
v  My-  liberal  appropriations  for  school  buildings  has  almost  entirely  sub- 
sided. A  house  costing  $40,000,  with  all  the  modern  improvements,  was 
considered  by  some  tax-payers  as.  a  heavy  burden, yet  the  building commit- 
:  •.  with  most  earnest  and  persistent  effort,  successfully  completed  their 
work,  whilst  a  more  liberal  and  progressive  public  sentiment  now  most 
heartily  endorses  their  action.  A  second  new  building,  costing  $12,000, 
was  also  occupied  at  the  opening  of  the  last  year. 

Institutes. — These  have  been  held  semi-monthly,  as  in  former  years,  and 
have  been  well  attended.  Few  teachers  were  absent  from  any  session  with- 
out a  justifiable  excuse. 

In  addition  to  lectures  and  class  drills,  the  "  question  drawer"  has  elicited 
m03t  animated  and  profitable  discussion.  The  questions  proposed  by  mem- 
bers related  to  methods  of  instruction,  school  discipline  or  difficulties  en- 
countered in  any  department  of  their  work.     These  questions  are  referred 

individual  members  to  be  answered  at  the  subsequent  meeting  of  the 
institute. 

Primary  School.--. — The  work  in  these  schools  has  been  more  thorough 
than  during  any  previous  year.  The  labors  of  the  superintendent  have 
been  specially  directed  to  their  enlarged  efficiency,  and  the  teachers  have 
cordially  received  and  used  the  suggestions  from  time  to  time  proposed. 
Oral  instructions  in  these  schools  has  been  greatly  extended,  language  les- 
sons, or  familiar  talks  with  the  children  upon  objects,  have  been  made  a 
specialty  by  some  teachers  and  the  results  are  highly  satisfactory. 

Secondary  and  Grammar  Schools. — The  standard  for  promotion  from 
i  scondary  to  grammar  schools,  and  from  grammar  to  high  school,  has  been 
advanced  ten  per  cent,  during  the  year.  This  advance  announced  at  the 
openingof  the  year  stimulated  the  A  classes  to  greater  diligence  in  preparing 
for  examinations.  A  large  number  of  promotions  will  be  made  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  schools  in  September.     It  is  due  that  special  mention   should 
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hero  be  made  of  the  male  grammar  school,  which  reported  a  higher  per- 
centage of  attendance  during  the  year  than  any  other  school  of  the  place. 

High  School. — At  the  opening  of  the  year  the  commodious  and  well 
furnished  rooms  in  the  new  building  were  occupied,  and  the  high  school,  in 
it-  present  liberal  appointments,  may  compare  favorably  with  other  town- 
of  the  size  in  the  State. 

Additional  apparatus  has  been  supplied  during- the  year,  yet  not  sufficient 
to  meet  the  actual  wants.  Thorough  public  examinations  were  held  at  the 
c]ose  of  each  of  the  three  terms  of  school  year. 

Written  examinations  of  the  senior  class,  composed  of  sixteen  member-, 
were  held  at  the  close  of  the  year.  A  few  failed  to  reach  the  standard  for 
graduation,  but  the  majorit}'  passed  with  great  credit  to  themselves  ami 
their  instructors.  All  who  fail  to  reach  a  fixed  standard  in  the  studies  of 
any  year  of  the  course  are  required  to  pass  to  a  lower  class. 

Examination*. — The  annual  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  year  indi- 
cated marked  progress  in  the  schools.  During  the  year  thirty-five  teachers' 
provisional  certificates  were  issued  upon  a  grade  somewhat  in  advance  of 
former  years. 

Drawing. — The  Bartholomew  series  of  drawing  cards  has  been  introduced 
into  the  secondary  and  grammar  schools.  Regular  instruction  has  alse 
been  given  in  the  high  school,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  time 
and  attention  demoted  to  this  study  have  been  productive  of  the  most  happy 
results  in  the  interest  awakened  among  the  pupils  in  school  work.  Ele- 
mentary lessons  from  the  black-board  are  also  given  in  the  primary  schools. 

Punishments. — Although  corporal  punishment  is  allowed  in  the  schools, 
yet  I  am  glad  to  note  but  a  small  number  of  these  for  the  past  year.  In- 
deed, those  schools  have  the  best  discipline  where  instruments  of  "torture" 
are  never  seen,  and  where  kindness  and  love  are  the  all-governing  elements. 
Six  cases  of  suspension  from  school  occurred  during  the  3-ear,  but  several 
of  these  were  only  temporary. 

'Heachers. — Our  teachers  have  labored  faithfully,  and,  whilst  some  are 
more  earnest  and  enthusiastic  in  their  work  than  others,  but  few  have  failed 
to  do  their  duty.  We  need  more  professional  reading  among  our  teachers. 
Those  succeed  best  in  the  school-room  who  read  one  or  more  educational 
journals;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  in  my  next  report,  no  deficiency  in 
this  direction  need  be  recorded. 

Wants  and  Suggestion*. — 1.  Whilst  no  effort  has  been  spared  to  increase 
the  percentage  of  attendance  of  pupils  at  school  and  to  afford  accommoda- 
tion for  all  the  children  of  school  age  in  the  borough,  yet  it  is  a  lamenta- 
ble fact  that  in  the  midst  of  the  opportunities  thus  afforded  many  of  the 
children  are  growing  up  in  comparative  ignorance.  The  question  is,  what 
more  can  be  done  ?     Personal  and  public  appeal  to  parents  has  been  tried : 
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and  yet  the  results  of  the  year,  so  far  as  attendance  upon  the  Bchools  is, 
concerned,  is  far  from  satisfactory. 

Irregular  attendance  is  the  only  evil  that  hinders  the  working  of  educa- 
tional machinery.  Most  emphatically  do  we  urge  the  importance  of  a 
wnipul&ory  law.  The  State  has  a  right  to  demand  thu  education  of  her 
future  citizens.  As  ignorance  is  the  parent  of  idleness  and  crime,  which 
is  so  fully  attested  by  the  statistics  of  our  jails  and  poor  houses,  we  assert 
that  it  is  not  only  the  right  but  the  absolute  duty  of  the  State  to  say  to 
every  parent,  "  if  you  will  not  freely  discharge  your  obligations  to  the 
community  and  to  the  State  in  the  education  of  your  children,  then  you 
shall  be  compelled  to  use  the  privileges  so  generously  provided,  as  the 
great  function  of  law  is  not  only  to  protect  society  by  the  punishment  of 
the  criminal,  but  rather  fulfils  its  grander  appointment  in  removing  that 
which  causes  the  crime." 

2.  That  our  high  schools  may  be  more  efficient  in  conferring  upon  the 
youth  of  the  State  a  more  liberal  education,  we  may  be  allowed  here  to 
suggest  the  advantage  of  a  special  appropriation  from  the  State  in  this 
direction.  By  such  a  contribution  the  entire  high  school  movement 
throughout  the  State  would  be  greatly  popularized.  The  basis  of  appor- 
tionment might  be  a  certified  statement  to  the  State  Department  of  the 
number  of  pupils  in  high  school,  the  course  of  study,  &c. 

3.  To  give  stimulus  to  the  cause  of  popular  education,  to  awaken  in  our 
schools  a  more  progressive  spirit  and  more  intimately  to  unite  the  educa- 
tional forces  of  the  State,  we  suggest  the  valuable  aid  cf  official  inspection, 
especially  in  our  larger  cities  and  towns,  at  least  once  a  year.  Such  an- 
nual visits  from  the  State  Superintendent  or  his  special  deputy  would  be 
occasions  of  great  public  interest. 

Conclusion.- — Whilst  the  past  year  Iras  been  one  of  increasing  prosperity 
to  the  cause  of  popular  education  in  our  community,  yet,  in  conclusion. 
allow  me  here  to  express  the  hope  that  our  worthy  board  of  controllers, 
who  have  been  so  progressive  in  all  plans  for  the  promotion  of  our  great 
cause  during  the  past  years,  will,  in  their  future  action,  more  than  compen- 
sate for  the  recent  reduction  of  salaries  made  in  several  instances. 

Poor  teachers  are  dear  at  any  price,  whilst  good  teachers  are  worthy  of 
liberal  compensation.  '-  To  economize"  by  reducing  salaries  may  result  in 
the  loss  of  our  best  teaching  talent. 

The  testimony  of  popular  favor  has  been  given  to  the  work  already  ac- 
complished, and  with  renewed  energy  and  the  same  devotion  to  the  cause 
we  enter  upon  another  year  of  labor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OP 
THE  SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Millersville,  September,  1873. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  State  Supt.  of  Com.  Schools  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  of  the  Second  District,  for  the  school  year  ending  September 
8,   1873: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  another  year  of  great  pi*osperity  of 
the  Normal  School.  The  whole  number  of  students  during  the  past  year 
was  804;  of  which  290  were  ladies,  and  514,  gentlemen.  The  number  at- 
tending during  the  winter  session  was  45li,  and  during  the  summer  session 
021,  making  a  total  for  both  sessions  of  1,077.  The  attendence  during  the 
summer  session  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school,  although  the 
number  for  the  entire  year  has  been  exceeded. 

The  number  graduated,  during  the  past  year  was  33;  of  which  11 
were  ladies,  and  22,  were  gentlemen.  All  signed  the  pledge  to  teach 
and  received  the  appropriation  of  $50,  except  the  graduate  in  the  scien- 
tific course,  who  had  already  received  it  in  the  elemeutary  course.  One  of 
these,  Mr.  Delap,  was  a  member  of  the  scientific  course,  the  others  were 
members  of  the  elementary  course.  Nearly  all  of  them  have  secured  good 
situations.  Mr.  Delap  is  elected  a  teacher  in  the  Normal  school,  and  sev- 
eral others  are  at  the  head  of  graded  schools.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Shearer, 
the  youngest  member  of  the  class,  returns  to  complete  the  scientific 
course. 

The  number  of  under-graduates  who  were  preparing  to  teach  and  drew 
the  appropriation  of  50  cents  a  week,  during  the  past  year,  was  over  six 
hundred.  The}"  all  received  careful  and  systematic  instruction  in  the 
science  and  art  of  teaching.  Several,  who  were  too  young  to  receive  the  ap- 
propriation, were  also  members  of  the  teaching  classes.  The  work  in  these 
classes  was  never  more  satisfactory  than  during  the  present  year.  The  in- 
struction is  given  by  lectures,  each  pupil  being  required  to  take  careful 
antes  of  the  subjects  explained.  Each  lecture  is  reviewed  at  the  meeting 
for  the  following  lecture.  In  connection  with  these  notes,  pupils  are  also 
required  to  read  a  standard  work  on  the  subject  of  the  lecture. 
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A  Normal  school,  to  accomplish  the  ohject  for  which  it  was  intended, 
should  embrace  two  distinct  courses  of  study— the  one,  in  which  the  know- 
ledge of  the  branches  may  be  acquired  ;  the  other,  in  which  the  methods  of 
teaching  them  may  be  imparted.  These  two  courses  we  distinguish  as  the 
scholastic  course  and  the  professional  course.  In  the  report  of  1871.  1 
gave  a  detailed  description  of  the  character  of  our  work  in  the  scholastic 
course;  in  the  present  report  I  designed  to  speak  somewhat  in  detail  of 
our  professional  training.  But  many  duties  and  the  desire  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  have  the  leport  without  further  delay,  make  it  necessary  to  post- 
pone this  until  next  year.  A  few  general  remarks  on  the  work  of  the 
school  will   be  presented. 

Scholastic  War/,-. — The  scholastic  work  of  the  past  session  was  entirely 
satisfactory.  The  importance  to  the  teacher  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  branches  of  study,  leads  us  to  place  great  emphasis  upon  thoroughness 
of  scholarship  as  a  preparation  for  the  work  of  the  school  room.  A  super- 
ficial education,  no  matter  how  well  we  may  be  trained  in  the  art  of  im- 
parting knowledge,  will  lead  to  superficiality  in  instruction.  We  regard 
thorough  scholarship  as  the  basis  of  the  teacher's  preparation,  and  aim  to 
lay  a  broad  and  solid  foundation.  To  this  ideal  we  endeavor  to  conform 
our  work.  Great  care  is  taken  in  the  selection  of  our  professors  and 
teachers,  that  they  be  adapted  to  their  duties,  and  that  they  be  faithful  and 
efficient  workers.  I  endeavor,  so  far  as  possible,  to  engage  teachers  who 
have  had  actual  experience  in  the  public  schools,  as  they  can  more  fully 
appreciate  the  needs  of  common  school  teachers,  and  will  feel  a  deeper 
sympathy  with  them  in  their  efforts  at  preparation.  In  the  main  we  choose 
our  assistant  teachers  from  our  own  graduates.  This  enables  us  to  select 
tiie  very  best  scholars  and  instructors  from  a  large  number,  and  gives  us 
the  cream  of  the  talent  of  several  hundred  excellent  teachers.  It  is  an 
advantage,  also,  that  they  understand  the  genius  of  the  institution  and  are 
familiar  wit'.i  the  principles  of  the  methods  which  have  contributed  to  our 
success. 

Professional  Training. — Besides  possessing  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  branches,  the  teacher  must  know  how  to  teach  them.  This  needs 
an  especial  course  of  training,  independent  of  the  study  of  the  branches 
themselves.  There  must  be  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  general  principles 
of  instruction,  and  a  careful  drill  in  special  methods  of  teaching.  Without 
such  a  course  of  study,  the  Normal  school  would  be  little  more  than  an 
academy  or  a  college,  and  the  Normal  school  course  fail  to  give  that  prepa- 
ration to  teach  for  which  it  is  designed. 

With  such  a  realization  of  tin-  nature  and  importance  of  the  professional 
course,  we  aim  to  make  our  institution  in  this  department  especially  com- 
plete and  thorough.     Teaching  is  taught,  not  by  fragmentary  suggestions. 
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but  as  a  science  and  an  art.  The  subjects  arc  discussed  in  a  systematic  and 
logical  order,  and  the  importance  of  fundamental  principles  clearly  ex- 
hibited. The  particular  methods  of  teaching  individual  branches  are  pre- 
sented, not  as  mere  opinions,  but  as  necessary  forms  determined  by  the 
general  principles  of  the  science.  The  art  is  regarded  as  conditioned  by 
the  science,  as  having  its  origin  in  it  and  growing  out  of  it.  Each  method 
is  traced  back  to  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded,  that  the  teacher 
i q  iy  work,  not  blindly  by  chance,  but  in  the  light  and  under  the  guidance 
of  universal  and  necessary  laws. 

Financial  Condition., — The  income  of  the  institution  during  the  past 
year  amounted  to  $77,404  36  ;  of  this  $64,555  43  was  from  tuition  and 
boarding;  $5,774  18  State  appropriation  to  students,  not  including  the 
$1,600  to  the  graduates;  and  $7,074  75  from  all  otheiYsources.  Our' ex- 
penditures amounted  to  §70,2.31  02,  the  items  of  which  may  be  seen  by  a 
reference  to  the  statistical  report.  The  earnings  of  several  years  have 
enabled  us  to  discharge  the  debt  incurred  by  the  enlargement  of  our  build- 
ings  several  years  ago.  This  is  the  result  of  the  most  rigid  economy  con- 
sistent with  the  welfare  of  the  institution. 

We  are  now  in  a  condition  to  begin  to  think  seriously  of  further  neces- 
sary improvements.  We  need  a  new  building  for  a  chapel  and  recitation 
rooms  ;  indeed,  it  has  become  a  necessity  with  us.  The  old  building  need.- 
some  necessary  repairs  for  the  better  accommodation  of  our  gentlemen 
students.  These  improvements  will  cost  at  least  §:J5,000.  So  devoted  are 
our  trustees  to  the  interests  of  popular  education,  that  they  will  proceed 
immediately  to  prepare  for  these  improvements.  It  is  confidently  believed 
that,  on  account  of  the  great  work  which  this  school  has  done  for  the  State, 
as  the  pioneer  of  the  Normal  school  cause,  and  in  the  education  of  thousands 
of  teachers  of  our  public  schools,  the  Legislature  will,  as  an  act  of  justice 
and  gratitude,  deal  liberally  with  us  the  coming  year.  If  with  generous 
spirit  it  reaches  forth  its  hand  to  aid  the  young  institutions  which  are  just 
entering  upon  their  work,  it  surely  can  afford  to  nssist  one  Which  has  for 
years,  been  a  source  of  unexampled  good  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  which 
now  needs  aid  to  enable  it  to  continue  its  career  of  prosperity.  The  build- 
ings will  go  up  at  any  rate,  ami  if  an  unappreciating  Legislature  allows  us 
to  bear  the  heavy  burden  of  debt  incurred  in  the  interest  of  the  education 
of  the  children  of  the  Commonwealth,  we  shall  struggle  on,  looking  to  the 
justice  of  our  cause  and  the  grandeur  of  our  work  as  a  justilication  and 
reward  of  our  sacrifices  and  toils. 

With  an  undiminished  interest  in  the  work  of  Normal  schools  and  a 
high  appreciation  of  the  blessings  which  they  are  conferring  upon  the 
State,  I  am, 

Very  truly  yours. 

EDWARD  BROOKS. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

Edinboro',  September  L3,  1813. 

Hon.  J.  P.   WlCKERSHAM, 

State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  : 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  reporting' a  year  of  un- 
usual prosperity.  Our  whole  attendance  for  the  past  year,  as  yon  will  learn 
from  the  official  statistical  report,  was  six  hundred  and  ninety-six.  We 
have  now  enrolled  for  the  present  year  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  stu- 
dents in  the  Normal  department,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  pupils 
in  the  model  school.  As  a  body  they  are  steady,  industrious,  energetic  and 
docile.  The  most  of  them  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  teachers  and 
school  officers. 

We  aim  to  develop  in  them  manly  and  womanly  character.  We  endeavor 
to  treat  them  like  men  and  women.  We  give  them  the  largest  liberty  con- 
sistent with  good  order.  We  strive  to  cultivate  in  them  the  power  of  self- 
government,  and  say  to  them,  "  Do  nothing  you  would  be  ashamed  to  have 
your  mother  know."  The  following  embraces  the  substance  of  our  regula- 
tions : 

First.  Regular  attention  to  every  duty. 

Second.  The  performance  of  every  duty  at  the  proper  time  and  in  the 
right  manner. 

Third.  Manly  and  womanly  deportment. 

Students  who  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  observe  our  regulations  are  not 

wanted. 

To  aid  our  students  in  obtaining  the  greatest  good  we  give  them  the  fol- 
lowing directions  : 

1.  Take  such  studies  only  as  you  are  prepared  to  pursue  with  profit. 

•2.  (five  undivided  attention  while  studying. 

:;.   Learn  every  lesson  thoroughly. 

4.  Learn  every  lesson  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible. 

5.  In  reciting,  speak  up  clearly  and  forcibly. 
('..  Seek  to  express  your  thoughts  accurately. 

T.   Give  attention  to  the  recitation  while  in  the  class  room. 
8.   Review  often. 

'.).   Consult  the  cyclopedias  and  dictionaries  often. 
1(1.    Read  daily  in  the  reading  room. 

11.  Write  home  at  regular  and  stated  times. 

12.  Keep  good  company.    . 

13.  Never  join  others  in  doing  things  you  would  not   be  willing  to  do 
alone. 
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14.  Never  engage  in  anything  you  would  not  be  willing  the  teachers 
should  know. 

i.r>.  Do  not  think  you  can  learn  without  study. 
Ki.  Always  get  full  value  for  your  time  and  money. 
IT.  Always  do  your  best. 

We  still  act  on  the  assumed  truths  stated  in  my  last  report,  and  aim   to 
do  the  best  we  can  for  all  of  our  students. 

Very  respectfully  yours. 

J.  A.  COOPEK. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

Mansfield,  Tioga  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  1,  1813. 

lion.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  State  Supt.  of  Cowman  S<-Ik>oIs  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  State  Normal 
school  of  the  Fifth  District,  for  the  year  ending  June  20,  1*7:!  : 

Since  my  connection  with  the  school  lias  been  short,  1  will  confine  my- 
self in  this  report  to  a  brief  representation  of  its  present  condition  and 
prospects,  with  but  little  reference  to  its  past  history. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  past  school  year,  in  the 
Normal  school,  was  two  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  in  the  Soldiers'  Or- 
phan school,  (heretofore  used  as  a  model  school,)  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
one.  Of  those  in  the  Normal  school,  one  hundred  and  nineteen  were  gen- 
tlemen and  one  hundred  were  ladies  ;  in  the  Orphan  school  one  hundred 
and  thirty-live  were  boys  and  ninety-six  were  girls. 

The  class  which  graduated  at  the  last  commencement  numbered  eleven 
gentlemen  and  seven  ladies  ;  all  of  the  elementary  course.  Of  the  one 
hundred  and  seventy-one  graduates  which  have  gone  out  from  the  school. 
hut  one  has  taken  the  scientific  course  and  none  the  classical  course. 

There  are  now  in  attendance,  in  the  Normal  school  proper,  about  one 
hundred  and  ninety  pupils.  The  boarding  department  is  full,  and  still  does 
not  satisfy  the  demand  for  rooms.  There  are  ten  departments  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  school  with  ten  teachers.  Three  of  these  teachers  were  con- 
nected with  the  school  last  year.  A  reading  room  is  well  sustained  and 
two  literary  societies,  the  Normal  Literary  and  Athenaeum,  are  supported 
by  the  students.  Each  of  these  societies  has  a.  choice  library,  and  the 
Normal  Literary  has  a,  furnished  room. 

Students  attend  'chapel  exercises  both  morning  and  evening.  Sabbath 
morning   Bible  classes  and  prayer  meetings  upon  Sabbath  evenings,  and 
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nl-; )  upon  Wednesday  evenings,  are  sustained  by  the  students  and  teachers. 
Attendance  upon  church  services  once  upon  the  Sabbath  is  required  as  is 
:ilso  attendance  ;it  the  chapel  exercises. 

Monthly  written  examinations  in  each  subject  mark  the  progress  of  each 
student,  and  thorough  work  in  ever)  department  is  insisted  upon.  All 
students  have  a  daily  exercise  in  vocal  music  without  extra  charge,  and 
unusual  inducements  are  offered  by  the  music  department  to  those  who 
wish  to  complete  :!  thorough  music  course. 

Valuable  improvements  are  being  made  upon  the  old  building,  and  the 
new  building  av i  1 1  be  finished  so  as  to  be  ready  for  use  next  year.  We  can 
thm  accommodate  about  three  hundred  boarders.  The  school  is  now  in  a 
very  healthy  condition  and  its  prospects  for  the  future  were  never  more 
flattering. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  X.  FUADENBURGH,  Principal 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE   NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  THIRD   DISTRICT. 

Kutztown,  Berks  Co.,  Oct.  2,  18T-'5. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Wickbrsuam,  State  Supt.  of  Com.  Schools: 

The  past  scholastic  year  has  been  to  us  one  of  special  prosperity  and 
encouragement.  Entire  and  hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  students, 
faculty,  and  the  hoard  of  trustees,  in  their  endeavors  to  render  this  insti- 
tution worthy  of  the  undivided  and  unreserved  patronage  of  all  on  our 
territory  who  have  in  contemplation  a  Normal  school  education,  has  met 
with  so  cordial  and  substantial  a  response  that  we  were  more  than  agree- 
ably surprised.  The  principal,  before  entering  upon  his  duties,  two  years 
ago  was  assured  by  his  own  friends  and  those  of  the  institution,  that  with 
unity  of  sentiment  and  enterprise  infused  into  its  somewhat  disheartened 
ranks  the  Keystone  State  Normal  school  was  destined  to  become  the  great 
educational  centre  of  German-English  Pennsylvania,  and  that  students 
would  flock  to  it  by  scores  and  hundreds  from  our  eastern  counties.  While 
we  had  full  confidence  in  the  character  of  our  people,  we  were  not  sanguine 
that  the  assurances  of  our  friends  could  be  so  speedily  realized.  Vent, 
nidi  vichi8  sum.  Already,  though  our  accommodations  have  been  ex- 
tended to  their  utmost  capacity,  yet  have  they  been  completely  exhausted. 
Such  has  been  the  out-pouring  of  students  upon  us  that  we  are  over-crowded, 
and  unless  we  are  relieved  by  buildings  to  accommodate  one  hundred 
additional  boarders,  we  shall  be  forced  to  refuse  admission  to  at  least  that 
raanv  by  next  spring.     Our  present  out-look  confirms  us  in  the  belief  that 
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the  prophecy,  of  our  State  Superintendent,  that  we  shall  reach  five  hundred 
ptudents,  will  be  fulfilled  by  the  lime  we  prepare  our  nexl  annual  repi 
Among  other  encouraging  features  may  be  mentioned  the  fact,  that  the 

mass  of  our  students  is  of  a  mure  permanent  charact<  r  than  in  past  years. 
The  great  majority  of  the  students  attending     I  itutionin  former  years 

remain  oil  only  one  or  two  terms.  Tims,  fully  two-thirds  of  the  entire  number 
changed  annually,  many  remaining  even  but  one  short  term.  Eve 
tor  knows  that  very  little  can  be  accomplished  with  such  temporary  stu- 
dents. Besides,  they  are  frequently  a  positive  injury  to  a  school,  inasmuch 
as  they  are  regarded  as  representatives  of  an  institution,  and  the  school  is 
judged  by  them,  When  they  really  have  not  been  long  enough   in  ud- 

ance  even  to  make  a  good  beginning  in  their  studies.  We  are  happy  to  be 
able  to  report  that  in  our  lower  classes  th<  re  are  now  quite  a  large  nui 
•who  contemplate  to  remain  two  and  three  years,  with  a  view  of  graduating. 
Others,  again,  who  might  finish  their  course  in  a  year,  have  decided  to  re- 
main two,  in  order  to  gal  her  general  information,  stud)'  the  languages  or 
employ  their  spare  time  in  reading.  The  class  to  be  graduated  next  spring 
numbers  between  twenty  and  thirty  members.     This  is  another  encoun 

ire  worth}'  of  report,  since  lie'   Last  four  clas        combined  scarcely 
numbered  more.     It  will   be  admitted   that  its  worthy  graduates   ar< 
best  advertisements  of  any  institution.     While  the  influence  of  a  Normal 
school  is  felt   through  its   graduates,  that  influence  reverts  again  to  the 
benefit  of  the  institution.     Wehavealso  ic  classes  both  in  tl   ■ 

and  senior  year,  and  some  classical  students  who  contemplate  to  graduate 
in  our  course. 

A  number  of  external  improvements  have  been  made  during  tl 
year.     The  building  has  been  painted,  the  halls  and  rooms  wains,- 
papered,  so  that  there  are  now  but  few  better,  pleasanter  and  mo 
fortable  school  buildings  to  be  met  with  anywhere.     The  internal  impi    ve- 
ments  have  also  been  of  a  marked  character.     Special  attention  has  1  een 
bestowed  upon  pronunciation  and  articulation.     In 'a  section  of  country  so 
preponderatingly  German  as  Eastern   Pennsylvania  is,  too  much  atl      lion 
can  not  be  given  to  drills  in  English  sounds.     Only  such  as  are  tin  .  iselves 
familiar  with  both  languages  can,  as  teachers,  deal  most  succ 
the  difficulties  which  our  German  youth  experience  in  acquiring  a         met 
English  pronunciation.     We  have  been  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  our 
corps  of  in  ;ti  uctors  in  this  respect,  and  under  their  thorough,  watchful  in- 
struction, much  improvment  is  manifest  in  pronunciation  in  the  class-room: 
and  in  their  conversational  intercourse  among  the  students.     The  teachers 
attending  our  school  thus  learn   not  only  to  correct  their  errors,  but  are 
taught  to  teach  others  how  to  overcome  their  difficulties.     Horace  Greeley, 
in  an  address  delivered  to  our  stu  lents,  a  yeas'  ego,  remarked  that  a  young 
21  School  Rep. 
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man  should  be  able  to  plow,  sow.  dig,  farm  and  perform  many  mechanical 
labors  better  for  having  attended  school,  and  a  young  lady  to  sew,  churn. 
bake  and  cook  better  for  the  same  reason.  We  have  endeavored,  in  con- 
formity with  this  advice,  to  make  our  instruction,  as  all  Normal  school 
education  should  he.  thoroughly  practical.  It  has  been  our  object  to  enable 
our  students  to  give  practical  illustrations  of  the  truth,  that  an  intellectual 
education  enables  men  to  perform  common  labor  better  than  the  ignorant. 

It  is  the  constant  aim  of  those  who  have  charge  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  instruction,  to  combine  theory  with  practice.  The  classes  in  sur- 
veying are  required  to  measure  tracts  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  school. 
After  sufficient  knowledge  of  structural  b6tany  has  been  acquired,  the 
students  go  with  the  professor  into  the  field,  for  the  purpose  of  analyzing 
the  various  plants  of  the  district.  Those  engaged  in  the  study  of  geology, 
in  addition  to  other  excursions,  pay  an  annual  visit  to  the  iron  and  coal 
regions  of  Pennsylvania.  Lectures  on  various  scientific  subjects  arc  also 
delivered  every  Saturday  morning,  before  the  whole  school,  thus  bringing 
important  and  useful  facts  to  the  notice  of  those  who  may  not  have  an  op- 
portunity of  studying  the  natural  sciences  in  the  regular  way. 

While  on  the  one  hand  we  have  aimed  at  making-  our  instruction  practi- 
cal in  all  its  departments,  we  have  not  forgotten,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
importance  of  a  classical,  sesthetical  and  religious  education.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  our  students  arc  now  pursuing  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek, 
and  the  necessity  of  a  knowledge  of  these  languagas  for  airy  one  who  aims 
at  becoming  a  successful  student  or  teacher,  is  constantly  impressed  upon 
all.  The  musical  department  is  fuller  than  ever  before,  and  an  effort  is 
being  made  to  raise  the  standard  to  that  of  the  best  conservatories.  Re- 
ligious instruction  is  imparted  upon  the  conservative  system,  which,  while 
it  respects  the  views  of  others,  is  nevertheless  positive,  and  believes  that 
not  a  sermon  can  lie  preached,  or  a  prayer  offered,  Trhich  does  not  embrace 
distinctive  doctrines.  Conservatism  in  religion  without  progress, produces 
formalism.  Progress  in  religion,  without  conservatism,  runs  into  revolu- 
tion, radicalism,  and  sectarianism.  A  symmetrical  education  also  concerns 
man's  religious  nature,  and  it.  just  as  his  intellectual  culture,  must  be  posi- 
tive. Vet,  as  State  Normal  schools  are  not  the  exponents  of  any  religious 
party  or  tenet,  the  religious  instruction  in  them  must  be  conservative. 
While  therefore,  we  must  counteract  by  our  positivism,  that  criticism 
which  is  hurled  at  our  school  system  from  certain  quarters  pronouncing  it 
irreligious,  Godless  ami  Christless,  we  must  carefully  guard  against  flying 
to  tiie  other  extreme  of  sacrificing  our  Catholicity  and  becoming  dogmatic 
and  sectarian,  lest  by  avoiding  Scylla  we  fall  into  Charybdis. 

Miss  B.  Swineford,  A.  B.,  has  had  charge  of  physical  exer 

<;:!;  .  <fcc.     The   systematic  drills,  while  they  furnish   exercise  and 
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develop  muscle,  are  particularly  beneficial  in  giving  students  that  graceful 
attitude  and  bearing,  so  necessary  for  their  introduction  to  polished  society, 
an  clement  of  education  frequently  overlooked. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1.  A  plan  should  he  agreed  on  among  examiners  and  principals  of  State 
Normal  schools,  hy  which  a  stringent  uniformity  could  be  maintained  in 
the  examination  of  and  granting  diplomas  to  graduates. 

2.  The  weekly  appropriations  to  students,  expecting  to  become  teachers 
should  be  one  dollar,  instead  of  fifty  cents,  and  the  graduating  fee,  one 
hundred  dollars,  instead  of  fifty. 

3.  The  State  should  sustain  a  more  intimate  relation  to,  and  exercise  a 
more  immediate  supervision  over  its  State  Normaf  schools.     It  should  also 
provide  for  them  financially,  on  the  same  principle  as  its  orphans'  schools 
or  as  other  States  do  for  their  Normal  schools. 

We  permit  ourselves  to  make  the  above  suggestions,  because  Ave  believe 
that  if  the  State  undertakes  at  all  to  make  provision  for  the  education  of 
its  children  and  teachers,  it  should  do  so  to  an  extent  of  a  price,  with  the 
benefit  expected  to  be  derived  therefrom,  giving  every  encouragement  to 
such  as  contemplate  a  preparation  for  teaching,  and  then  require  its  gradu- 
ates to  attain  a  high  standard  of  qualification  before  entering  the  profes 
sion. 

We  offer  the  suggestions,  because  there  is  a  pressing  demand  for  gcod 
teachers  at  present  in  eastern  Pennsylvania.  Many  of  the  schools  still  re- 
main unsupplied.  To  fill  them  with  poor  teachers  would  be  worse  policy 
than  to  close  them  altogether,  for  an  indifferent  and  unqualified  teacher 
can  cause  immensely  more  harm  in  one  term  than  a  good  teacher  can  cor 
rect  in  a  year.  In  the  three  counties,  Berks,  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill,  com 
prising  our  Normal  district,  there  are  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-four schools.  At  the  rate  of  twenty  graduates  a  year  it  would  require 
a  generation  for  our  institution  to  supply  even  half  of  these  schools  with 
teachers.  More  active  measures  must  be  adopted  if  the  influence  of  our 
Normal  schools  can  ever  reach  the  people. 

We  make  these  suggestions  furthermore,  because  an  almost  unlimited 
number  of  students,  who  are  willing  to  become  teachers,  if  the  proper  in 
inents  are  held  out,  can  be  commanded  by  our  school.  But  we  have 
not,  ample  and  substantial  as  our  buildings  are,  the  accommodations  for  as 
many  as  Avish  to  avail  themseWes  of  the  privilege  of  attending  our  school. 
We  must  have  additional  buildings.  Our  OAvn  citizens  haA'e  come  up  noblv 
to  our  assistance,  but  they  can  not  do  all  that  is  needed  for  the  erection  of 
the  new  buildings,  which  we  must  have  by  next  spring.  What  encourage 
merit  may  we  expect  from  the  State  ? 

A.  R.  IIORNE,  Principal. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

Bloomsbtjrg,  Pa.,  Sep  30,  1813. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  State  Supt.  of  Common  Schools: 

DEAR  Sir: — As  you  are  aware,  I  have  been  actively  connected  with  ill.; 
Bloomsburg  State  Normal  school,  only  since  the  25th  of  August  last,  a 
period  of  some  five  weeks,  and  for  this  reason  I  have  no  extended  report 
to  make  to  you  at  the  present  time. 

From  the  annual  report  of  the  trustees  recently  forwarded  to  you,  and 
your  urevious  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  school,  you  are  better  ac- 
quainted, I  doubt  not,  with  the  financial  status  and  general  condition  of 
the  institution  than  I  am  myself. 

My  own  labors  in  connection  with  the  school  are  prospective  rather  than 
retrospective.  Immediately  on  my  accepting  the  position,  I  have  the  honor 
now  to  occupy,  my  first  thought  and  effort  was  to  gather  to  my  support, 
with  the  approval  of  the  board  of  trustees,  a  corps  of  tried  and  efficient 
teachers,  not  only  of  experience  in  teaching  but  familiar  with  Normal 
school  work.  From  our  present  experience  we  feel  confident  that  our 
efforts  in  this  direction  have  been  entirely  successful.  We  have  a  corps  of 
sti'on'T  and  reliable  instructors,  who,  in  consideration  of  the  newness  of  our 
organization,  qjre  doing  a  very  effective  work. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  the  public  examinations  and  com- 
mencement exercises  on  the  26th  of  June  last,  at  which  time  four  students 
were  graduated  from  the  elementary  course  of  study,  though  the,  condi- 
tion of  the  school  during  the  past  year  or  two  has  been  depressing  to 
patrons  and  friends,  still  we  opened  the  present  term  with  something  like 
sano-uine  expectations,  and  with  prospects  that  are  certainly  indicative  of 
a  successful  future. 

The  summer  term  closed  with  sixty-five  students.  We  have  now  one 
hundred  and  forty,  with  frequent  accessions  to  our  numbers.  « 

We  have  organized  a  Normal  class  of  thirty  young  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  very  fair  acquirements  for  distinctive  Normal  work,  the  first  class  of  the 
kind  organized  in  the  history  of  the  institution.  These  occupy  a 
session  room,  and  constitute  in  many  respects  a  separate  school  from  the 
other  pupils.  This  class  has  entered  upon  a  course  of  instruction  in 
methods,  and  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching.  This  is  the  first  course 
in  methods,  I  am  told,  that  has  been  attempted  since  the  school  was 
organized. 

The  school  is  now  classified  with  the  following  departments,  viz :  Pri- 
mary, Model  school,  Preparatory,  Academic  and  Normal  school.  We  have 
established  a  uniform  system  <h'  discipline,  as  far  as  is  compatible  with  the 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS.  248 

interests  of  the  several  grades,  and  we  feel  we  arc  getting  on  to  a  good 
basis  for  doing  thorough  work  and  arriving  at  the  most  satisfactory 
results. 

Thoroughness  in  scholarship  and  discipline — is  our  motto.  We  hope 
to  make  this  a  distinguishing  feature  of  the  Bloomsburg  State  Normal 
school. 

We  have  arrangements  nearly  completed  for  the  establishment  of  a  de- 
partment of  physical  culture,  tinder  the  direction  of  the  principal,  aided 
by  an  experienced  teacher  in  gymnastics. 

You  will  pardon  me,  I  trust,  if  I  indulge  in  a  single  expression  of  opin- 
ion relative  to  the  State  appropriation  to  students.  It  seems  to  me,  for 
various  reasons,  that  the  influence  of 'the  State  Normal  schools  would  be 
greatly  extended  and  their  efficiency  increased,  if  the  entire  tuition  of  stu- 
dents receiving  State  aid  were  paid,  instead  of  one  half  of  it,  as  is  now  the 
case,  with  an  additional  appropriation  of  $50  to  each  student  upon  gradua- 
tion, who  shall  sign  an  agreement  to  teach  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
State  two  full  years  ;  also,  if  the  text-books  used  in  the  Normal  schools 
were  furnished  by  the  State.  I  submit  whether  the  effect  of  this  extended 
liberality  on  the  part  of  the  State  would  not  be  to  stimulate  a  wider  inter- 
est in  the  Normal  schools  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  their  usefulnesss  by 
furnishing  a  greater  number  of  graduates,  and  hence  a  greater  number  of 
well  qualified  teachers  for  the  schools  of  the  State.  To  accomplish  this,  it 
occurs  to  me  that,  as  you  suggest  in  your  report  for  18t2,  it  might  be  de- 
sirable that  the  schools  should  be  conducted  less  in  the  interests  of  private 
parties,  and  come  more  fully  under  the  control  of  the  State. 

In  our  experience  thus  far,  we  find  one  practical  difficulty  in  attempting 
to  do  the  work  that  properly  belongs  to  a  Normal  school,  and  that  is  the 
want  of  sufficient  maturity  of  thought  and  scholarship  on  the  part  of 
students.  We  trust,  however,  this  condition  of  things  will  improve  as  the 
school  advances.  « 

We  have  before  us  a  hard  yet  noble  work,  but  we  shall  not  rest  short  of 
a  first  class  Normal  school  on  a  firm  basis  worthy  the  patronage  of  this 
noble  Commonwealth. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Yours,  &c, 

T.  L.  GRISWOLD,  Principal. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE   FIRST  DISTRICT. 

West  Chester,  September,  18T3. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  State  Superintendent: 

Dear  Sir: — The  Normal  school  of  the  First  district,  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Bucks,  Chester,  Delaware  and  Montgomery,  though  it  lias  many 
advantages  of  situation,  labors  under  the  disadvantage  of  coming  in  com- 
petition with  a  large  number  of  private  institutions,  many  of  which  have 
normal  classes. 

It  is  estimated  that  hall*  of  the  bearding  schools  of  the  State  are  located 
in  our  district,  these  are  supported  to  a  considerable  extent  by  patronage 
from  the  district,  hence  it  is  more  difficult  to  maintain  a  large  school  than 
in  other  places  where  there  is  but  little  competition.  Yet  the  very  exist- 
ence of  these  private  schools  reveals  a  demand  for  better  culture. 

As  an  offset  to  the  above  disadvantages  in  the  fact  that  this  district  is 
well  known  for  its  high  degree  of  intelligence,  and  its  patronage  is  con- 
sequently of  the  most  desirable  kind.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  school 
in  which  the  pupils  show  better  home  training  and  general  culture. 

The  unsettled  condition,  consequent  upon  frequent  changes  of  principal, 
has  in  a  good  degree  subsided,  and  a  better  feeling  pervades  the  commu- 
nity. Within  six  months  the  number  of  students  has  increased  from  sixty 
(60)  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-five,  (235,)  and  a  large  number  of  applica- 
tions for  boarding  has  been  refused  owing  to  the  limited  capacity  of  the 
building.  Efforts  are.  however,  being  made  to  enlarge  the  building  by  the 
commencement  of  another  school  year. 

Building  and  Grounds. — In  compliance  with  the  Normal  school  law,  our 
ground  covers  ten«aci'es,  situated  on  an  elevation,  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from 
the  borough,  on  the  West  Chester  and  Wilmington  pike.  It  is  planted 
with  trees  and  laid  out  in  croquet  and  ball  grounds.  The  building  is  of 
serpentine  stone  and  marble,  and  is  complete  in  all  respects,  being  heated 
throughout  with  steam,  and  lighted  with  gas. ' 

The  elevation  is  sufficient  to  command  a  fine  view  of  the  town,  the  West 
Chester  and  Philadelphia  railroad,  and  the  surrounding  country  for  a  dis- 
tance of  several  miles.  There  is  a  good  view  from  every  window  in  the 
building. 

Normal  Department.—Nea,rly  all  the  students  are  pursuing  the  regular 
course,  which  includes  Latin  in  addition  to  the  other  requirements.  As  the 
successors  of  the  West  Chester  academy,  we  have  also  a  college  prepara- 
tory course,  in  which  several  students  are  fitting  for  college. 
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Model  School. — Since  last  report  a  room  has  been  arranged  for  a  model 
school,  sufficient  to  accommodate  forty  pupils.  All  the  scats  were  taken 
the  first  week  of  school,  and  several  applicants  have  been  refused  admis- 
sion through  lack  of  room.  We  hope  to  have,  in  another  year,  a  room 
large  enough  to  accommodate  one  hundred,  as  required  by  law. 

Beading  Rooms. — Two  reading  rooms  have  recently  been  fitted  ap  with 
all  suitable  conveniences,  to  render  them  comfortable  and  attractive,  and 
the  tables  supplied  "with  all  the  leading  monthly  magazines,  several  weekly 
and  daily  papers.  This  feature  is  highly  appreciated  by  the  students,  who 
are  thus  enabled  to  come  in  contact  with  the  best  of  our  current  literature. 

Museum^  Apparatus,  &c. — The  Chester  County  Cabinet  of  Natural  Sci- 
ences has  transferred  to  the  school  its  large  and  valuable  collection  of 
specimens  in  the  various  departments  of  science,  a  contribution  that  has 
cost  over  fifty  }Tears  of  patient  labor  and  research,  making  one  of  the  finest 
museums  in  the  State,  being  unexcelled  in  some  departments. 

The  school  also  possesses  a  good  supply  of  chemical  and  philosophical 
apparatus,  which  is  in  daily  use  in  the  class  and  lecture  rooms. 

Physical  Training. — Students  have  daily  drills  in  light  gymnastics,  to 
counteract  the  natural  tendency  to  round  shoulders,  and  ample  time  is 
given  for  out-door  exercises.  The  general  health  of  the  school  is  such  thai 
we  seldom"  have  any  cases  of  illness.  Xo  serious  case  has  occurred  during 
my  connection  with  the  school. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  express  the  belief  that  the  Normal  school  of 
the  First  district  has  now  entered  upon  a  career  of  usefulness,  that  bids 
fair  to  extend  Avith  each  succeeding  year. 

GEO.  L.  MARIS,  Principal. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  SEVENTH  DISTRICT.' 

SiiiprENsnt'Ro,  Cumberland  County.  Pa.,) 
September,  18  73.         ) 

Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  State  Supt.  of  Com.  Schools: 

Sir: — I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  this,  the  first  report  of  the  State 

Normal  school  of  the  Seventh  district. 

HISTORICAL    SKETCH. 

This  enterprise  dates  from  a  series  of  public  meetings  heel  in  Shippens- 
biirg,  in  January,  1870.  These  meetings  were  addressed  by  yourself  and 
others,  and  resulted  in  subscriptions  of  stock  and  organized %ffort  to  carry 
lorward  the  movement  to  success.     The  charter  was  secured  in  April,  1810, 
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and  the  fi  loftrusl  '         I  in  the  May  following.     The  work 

ation  for  the  foundation  of  the  building  was  begun  in  August, 
foundation  completed   in  the  spring  of  1871.     The  corner- 
stone       3  ]  id  with  Masonic  rites,  on  the  olst  of  May,  1 371.     The  build 
was  nearly  finished,  when  [was  called  to  the  principal  ship  of  the  school, 
in  November,  1872,  and  it  was  furnished  during  the  winter  of  1872~'73. 

ilding  and  Grounds. — The  building  is  of  brick,  on  a  massive  rock 
foundation,  with  Mansard  roof,  covered  with  slate,  with  four  stories  finished. 
It  has  two  hundred  and  thirteen  finished  rooms  beside  corridors,  which  are 

.  light  and  well  ventilated.     It  has  boarding  capacity  for  from  thr< 
four  hundred,  and  school  accommodations  for  eight  hundred  students.     Its 

and  elegant  chapel  will  seat  an  audience  of  one  thousand  pen 
It  i-;  elegantly  frescoed  and  furnished,  and  is  admitted  by  all  to  he  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  country.     It  is  believed  that  this  is  the  first  Normal  school 
building  of  the  Slate  that  has  come  fully  up  to  the  requirements  of  the 
law  in  its  capacity  and  appointments,  when  recognized  by  the  State.     It  is 

a  a  high  and  beautiful  site  near  town.     The  grounds  embrace  ten 
acres,  admirably  adapted  to  ornamentation  and  use.     A  noted  landsc 
artist  has  been  employed  to  layout  the  grounds  in  the  most  elaborate  style, 

Sorts  will  be  spare:!  to  bring  every  attraction  to  the  school  that 
can  be  found  in  elegant  grounds  and  buildings.  The  building  is  heated  by 
steam,  lighted  by  gas,  and  furnished  with  improved  furniture  throughout. 
itchen,  dining-room,  laundry,  assembly  and  recitation  rooms  are  models 
of  their  kind;  its  parlors  and  reception  room  elegantly  furnished;  its 
library  and  cabinet  rapidly  tilling  up,  and  every  lodging  room  furnished 
with  uew  and^elegant  carpet,  bedstead,  bureau,  chairs,  table,  washstand, 
and  new  and  complete  bedding.  Hot  and  cold  water  on  each  floor  supply 
Bath-ro  ms,  and  are  always  ready  for  other  purposes. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

Elected    in    November,   1  traveled  extensively  in  this  Normal   district, 
:n^  schools  ami  teachers' institutes  during  the  winter  of  1872-3,  dis- 
1  ributing  the  prospectus  of  the  school  and,  in  general,  doing  all  things  pos- 
sible to  promote  the  interest  of  the  school. 

OPENING    OF    THE    SCHOOL. 

The  inauguration  ceremonies  of  the  school  were  observed  on  the  15th 
il,  !  373,  and  were  attended  by  a  large  number  of  pupils.     AddiH 
delivered  by  Deputy  State   Superintendent  llouck,  U.  S.  Commis- 
sioner Eaton,  and  other  noted  educators,  and  a  literary  entertainment  was 
D  f]i"  evening  of-  the  same  day.     The  school  oj 
ee  huftdred  students  in  attendance.     The  aggregate  enrolment,  for 
term  of  twelve  weeks,  was  three  hundred  and  fourteen  students. 
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The  aver  rice  was  three  hundred.     The  majority  of  all  the 

norm  '         '  yere  experienced  teachers,  eari  feers  and  promising 

the  profession  of  teaching.     About  fifty  of  these  are 
hing,  with  the  expressed  purpose  of  returning  and  completing  the 
course  with  us.     The  evidence  they  are  bearing  abroad  for  !  >1,  is 

one  of  the  most  encouraging  considerations  at  present,  that  we  have. 

PI  i.N    OP    TTIE    SCHOOL. 

The  school  is  two-fold — comprising  a  Normal  school  proper,  and  Model 
thoroughly  graded  and  systematized,  complementary  t  • 
other  and  complete  as  a  whole.     No  student  can  fail  to  find  the  class  suited 
to  his  or  her  attainments.     The  principal  has  a  general  supervision  of  each 
of  tl  uts,   and  each  instructor  a  special  supervision  of  his  own 

department". 

MODEL    SCHOOL. 

This  school  has  ample  accommodations  and  embraces  primary,  grammar 
and  high  school  departments;  each  department  is  graded  into  A,  1>.  C  and 
]>  classes — the  D,  the  lowest  and  the  A  the  highest  class.  The  high  school 
»tud<  ite  with  the  Normal  school  classes ;  the  grammar  and  primary 

departments  have  a  separate  assembly  room  and  recitation  rooms  for  prac- 
tice teaehi 

Normal  School. — The  Normal  school  comprises  the  elementary,  scientific 

and  classical  sources,  and  each  course  or  department  is  sub-divided  into 

four  classes,  known  as  the  A,  B,  G  and  D  classes  in  the  above  named 

order. 

Business  Course. — In  both  the  grammar  and  high  school  departments, 

students  may  elect  a  special  course  of  studies  and  recite  in  regular  cla; 
Prominence  is  given  to  pennmanship,  business  arithmetic  and  book  keep- 
ing, that  the  very  best  business  qualifications  may  be  secured  by  those  de- 
siring to  get  a  brief  practical  course  of  this  kind. 

Professional  Instruction  and   Training  is,  however,  the  crowning  and 

characterizing  work  of  the  Normal  school.     Daily  recitations  in  theory, 

ion  of  approved  methods  and  the  largest  liberty  of  prac- 

.  under  the  eye  and  criticism  of  experienced  instructors,  are  some  of  the 

advantag  1  to  all  Normal  students. 

Practice  Teaching  is  held  to  be  indispensable  to  professional  skill.  I 
experimenting  at  random  without  superintendence,  but  after  instruction  in 
the  principles  and  observation  of  right  methods  in  actual  class  work  by  an 
nplished  model  instructor,  after  a  thorough  special  preparation  our 
take  classes  in  the  model  school  through  several  consecutive 
weeks  and  teach  under  the  constant  supervision  of  the  regular  model 
teacher.     This  work  seems  to  perfect  the  professional  work  effectually. 
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Tine    CO-EDUCATION    OF    THE    SEXES. 

Much  has.  been  said  and  written  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  propose!) 
discuss  the  subject  here.  I  propose  simply  to  re-affirm  what  I  have  long 
held,  that  a  mixed  school,  properly  organized  and  administered,  has  a  posi- 
tive and  great  advantage  over  one  of  either  sex  exclusively.  1  know 
whereof  1  affirm  when  1  claim  for  this  school  entire  freedom  from  all  dis- 
advantages from  this  source,  and  at  the  same  time  I  am  equally  certain  that 
ladies  and  gentlemen  both  are  strengthened  and  refined  by  each  others 
society.  The  nearera  school  approaches  a  good  home  in  its  social  arrange- 
ments the  nearer  it  approximates  the  true  ideal.  At  the  table,  in  the 
chapel,  recitation  rooms  and  parlors,  students  meet  with  instructors  and 
vie   ■■  •     ih  other  in   intellectual    effort  and  the  courtesies  of  refined 

society.     We  have  not  yet  had  any  evidence  of  any  breach  of  the  proprie- 
ties of  tin'  best  regulated  families. 

PROMINENT    FEATURES.  • 

1.  We  aim  to  harmonize  a  close  classification  with  exceptional  elective 
courses  so  as  to  secure  the  advantages  of  each. 

2.  Great  prominence  is  given  to  right  primary  instruction,  in  daily  recita- 
tion, instruction  and  criticism,  in  theory  and  methods,  and  observation 
and  practice  in  model  school.  A  large  class  of  promising  candidates  are  in 
the  work. 

3.  Calisthenics  in  model  school,  with  songs  and  piano  accompaniment 
and  gymnastics,  with  mid  without  apparatus  and  costumes,  in  Normal 
school  to  piano  music  give  ample  exercise  to  all  students.  We  believe 
thoroughly  in  physical  training  in  its  necessity  and  practicability  in  the 
school  room. 

4.  Vocal  culture,  vocal  music  and  elocution  by  class  and  individual  in 
instruction  and  drill,  daily  receive  special  attention,  in  the  belief  that  a 
good  voice  is  not  only  a  very  desirable  accomplishment  to  an}r  and  every 
one,  but  an  indispensable  qualification  of  the  true  teacher. 

5.  Scholarship  standing  is  estimated  on  written  reviews  and  examina- 
tions. This  unities  subject  matter,  gives  a  mastery  of  it  in  logical  order,  and 
furnishes  a  universal  and  just  basis  of  judging  progress  and  merit. 

<'..   We  have  a  fine  reference  library  and  reading  room,  and  a  very  inter- 

Qg  literary  society;  these  furnish  abundant  opportunities  for  original 
investigation  and  effort. 

7.  Our  Sunday  school,  prayer  meetings  and  daily  chapel  exercises  afford 
every  desirable  advantage  for  religious  instruction.  Our  students  choose 
their  church,  but  are  expected  to  attend  some  one  in  Shippensburg,  every 
Sabbath  morning  and  Sunday  school  in  the  school  building. 
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The  indebtedness  on  the  school  building  will  be  entirely  cancelled  within 
a  few  weeks;  or  months.  1  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  students, 
patrons  and  people  generally,  seem  to  a]  f  the  plan  of  organization, 

the  workings  and  results  of  the  school;  that  the  faculty  and  trustees  are 
united  in  the  one  purpose  of  making  this  school,  in  all  particulars,  and  :is 
!';]!■  :;s  is  possible,  a  first  class  school;  and  all  are  encouraged  with  the  pro- 
mise and  prospect  of  large  numbers,  comparatively,  of  earnest  and  ambitious 
candidates  for  teaching,  who  are  seeking  the  benefits  and  honors  of  this 
institution.  We  expect  to  graduate  a  reasonably  large  class  in  I  he  elemen- 
tary course,  next  summer. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  P    BEARD,  Principal 
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3     Resources. 


Total  expenditures. . 


l"aid  for  fuel  and  con- 
tingencies,   fees  of 
collectors,  &c.,  and 
I    all  other  expenses. 


Paid     for    teachers' 
wages 
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Cost   school   houses, 

purchasing,   build 
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i  Total  receipts 
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From  taxes  and  all 
other  sources.  excH 
State  appropriat'n. 
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Total  expenditures... 


Paid  for  furl  am!  contin- 
gencies, fees  of  collec- 
tors, <£<•.,  and  all  other 
expenses 


Paid  for  teachers1  wages 


Paid  for  school  houses, 
building,  purchasing, 
renting,  &c 


Total  receipts  . . 


Received  from  taxes  and 
all  other  sources  except 
SUite  appropriation 


State  appropriation 


Total  amount  of  tax  le- 
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ing purposes  
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i'SS 

53  :  i 

-r  -r 

8 

33  : 

!il 

I ;  ■ 

?3 

r> 

g§; 

•«» 

" 

in    ■ 

3  :gfeg 
S  :88f2 

■*    -3      id 


:*333 

•   ■/  H  p-  --. 


SSI:? 


BSSSS5gSSaS3teaSSSSS5iiS88 

sgfegfessssgsssassgsisi! 

r.  o  J;  -o  i  s  rf  m  -j  -  o  -  n  -  'i  x  :  u-  r,  t  t 


«  rt  a  -j  r^  --  ~  -r  -c  r:  m  r:  t>.  r:  3  c  ;i  3;  ci  3  tj 
-  :  i  3  5?  x  « t  o  :)  x  r. :  i  -« -i  -t  -i  r.  -o  «  *  « 

S  35  3  e^  "  <f  -1  r  j  rl  5  35  ^  w  o  «*  55  ^  ci  ?5  n-  5 1 


S?S?3338S3338S3333cS3833 

■fj  <z±  o  ;*  :-?  tj-  5  ?5  p  58  rr  '~2  rr  "^  2=:  !S  3"  rf  7T  £ 


38 


*: 


SS 


S3  :S3 

Oil     '^X 


r-I-M»-fNSXXp-m--iSr-u5c:i.'iXX?S 

:iTOi>r-^-f-o*  r.  bci'-'Jooo-r'TU) 
6  5  ^N"  ^  -c  ^  ^  5:  "  J  x'oo  Mi^it  ri  r:  x 

gaSSS95SSS88SSgSg8SS88 

r.ri>ao:ii:ic^-  /.i —  <--.  -.  S  t-  rl  —  o 


;,-.,—  CJ  CC  M       «•-*       i-t- 


7.' 3" 

•r»TCixo:Kirj-j,coci50QO'ro  35 
^oaic:lviiT:H-:i:ixi5"':i-'Xu:3  5 

Cl  55  ?*  2  S3  CI  iH  r^  i-H  *  cl ~"  ci ''  ""  rH  C>  ?1  Cl  CI  iN 


7.  ^  r:  =  :i  r.  1-  -r  r:  :i  '^  'o  ;i  x  n  x  rv  -^  r-  ci  o 


:-  1  -  .- 
7.  :■: 


•HfOr-ClW 


Cf.  C»  M  "T     •      *     •  TO  l*3     •      •  Cl      *  lO      •  iC  » 


Average    percentage   of  j 
ulai 


attendance 


:  —  t-  C   X  T    C  Z 


1-  t-  I-  t-  <C 


Average  numl>er  attend- 
ing school 


=  ?|5ti--~I'"-'j'  ■  1       ~-  •  *  t  -  o  ■-?  >-!  ?i  -■ 
Ktcclci      cl  —      c<«>c>  —  ?5  —  clci  — -re 


Number  of  females  . . 


Number  of  males  . 
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Cost  school   houses. 
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Total  expenditures. . 


Paid  for  fuel  and  con- 
tingencies, [eea  of 
collectors,  Ac.  and 
nil  other  expenses.. 


Paid    for    teachers" 
wages 


Cost  school  houses, 
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up renting,  &c  — 
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Liabilities 
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2  2    Resources... 


i  Total  expenditures. 


Paid  for  fuel  &  con- 
tingencies, fees  of 
collectors,  &c,  ami 
all  other  expenses. . 


Paid    for    teachers' 
wages  


<| 
S3 

< 
I 

O 


(  ost  school   houses, 
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Average  cost  teaching   each j rtl 
scholar  per  month •  1  ~*" 
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Average  number 
attending  school 


Whole  number  of  scholars". 


Average    salaries   of    female 
teachers  per  month 
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Average  salaries  male  teach's 
per  month 
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DISTRICTS  UNPAID 

Because  they  have  failed  to  forward  to  the  Department  either  their  certifi- 
cates or  annual  reports,  or  both,  for  1873. 

Allegheny  county,  Wilkins $500  00 

Do Verona  borough 76  07 

Armstrong  county,  Aladdin  borough 13  33 

Beaver  county,  Osborn 10  00 

Cameron  county,  Enterprise 49  :;1 

Do Gibson 95  33 

Chester  county,  Marlboro',  West 108  00 

Clearfield  county,  Hontzdale r>4  66 

Clinton  county,  Keating 70  07 

Dauphin  county,  Williams 214  00 

Delaware  county,  Tinicum 23  34 

Elk  county,  Bennezette 88  07 

Do Highland 10  07 

Do Millstone 32  07 

Greene  county,  Gilmore 1 14  08 

Jefferson  county,  Barnett 48  00 

Lancaster  county,  Lincoln 10  00 

Lebanon  county,  Cold  Spring ,  8  00, 

Lehigh  county,  Hokendauqua , 104  00, 

Luzerne  county,  Spring  Brook .....  89  34 

Do Sugar  Loaf ..............  233  33 

M'Kean  county,  Corydon  . . . ., , , . .  28  00 

Do Whetmore ,,  154  00 

Montgomery  county,  Springfield , , , .  200  00 

Potter  county,  Jackson 10  00 

Do Keating. ,,  10  00 

Schuylkill  county,  Schuylkill,  (Did.)  10  00 

Snyder  county,  Evendale 40  00 

Sullivan  county,  North  Mountain,  (Did.) ,...,..  8  00 

Tioga  county,.  Morris ,..,.,.  79  34 

Venango  county,  Cooperstown  borough ,  — . .  52  00 

Warren  county,  Kinzua ... , <3 J  Hi 


DISTRICTS 

Whose  appropriation  is  withheld  for  consideration. 

Clarion  county,  St.  Petersburg  borough ,,..,.. §21  34 

Erie  county,  Wattsburg 55  33 

Fayette  county,  Belle vernon ..   . , 133  34 

Do Perry 219  33 

Forest  county,  Howe .,, , . . . , 11  34 


340  DISTRICTS  UNPAID. 

Forest  county,  Tionesta  borough $60  66 

Jefferson  county,  Eldred HO  66 

Luzerne  county,  Abington,  North 271  38 

Do Soranton,  (Third  district,) 1,991  36 

M'Kean  county,  Keating 196  67 

Sullivan  county,  Colley 52  67 

Venango  oounty,  Irwin 227  33 


NON-ACCEPTING  DISTRICTS. 

Wyoming  county,  Washington §133  33 

Do Overfield 78  00 


COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS  NOW  IN  COMMISSION. 
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POST   OFFICE. 


No.  of 

Schools. 


Salary. 


Adams 

Allegheny 

Armstrong 

Beaver  

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon  

<  'entre ! 

<  !hester 

( 'larion 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia 

<  'rawford 

Cumberland 

Dauphin  

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene  

Huntingdon 

Indiana  

Jefferson 

Juniata 

Lancaster 

Lawrence 

Lebanon  

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

M'Kean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Montour 

Northampton 

Northumberland, 

Berry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna 

Ti<  >ga 

Union 

Venango  

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westmoreland  .. . 

Wyoming , 

York 


Aaron  Sheelv 

A.  T.  Douthett 

A.  D.  Glenn 

Martin  L.  Knight  . . 
Henry  W.  Fisher. . . 
David  B.  Brunner.. 
John  B.  Holland  . . . 
Austin  A.  Keeney. . 
Hugh  B.  Eastburn. . 

R.  H.  Young 

Thomas  J.  ( 'hapman 
Joseph  B.  Johnson. . 

R.  F.  Hofford 

R.  M.  Magee 

Hiram  F.  Pierce. . . . 

J.  E.  Wood 

J.  A.  Gregory 

Martin  W.  Herr .... 

Wm.  H.  Snyder 

Jas.  C.  Graham 

D.  E.  Kast 

S.  D.  Ingram 

James  W.  Baker  . . . 
Rufus  Lucore 

C.  C.  Taylor 

Joshua  V.  Gibbons.. 

S.  F.  Rohrer 

Jacob  S.  Smith 

H.  H.  Woodal 

Thomas  J.  Teal 

R.  M.  M'Neal 

Samuel  Wolf 

James  A.  Lowrv  . . . 

D.  E.  Robison  .'. 

B.  F.  Shaub 

William  N.  Aiken. . 
Wm.  G.  Lehman  . . . 
James  ().  Knauss. . . 
Wm.  A.  Campbell. . 
Thomas  F.  Gahan  . . 

W.  H.  Curtis 

N.  W.  Porter 

John  M.  Bell 

Jeremiah  Fruttche3r 

Abel  Ram  bo 

William  Henry 

Ben.  F.  Raesly 

Saul  Shipman 

Silas  Wright 

John  Lavton 

J.  W.  Allen 

Jesse  NeAvlin 

William  Noetling  . . 
Daniel  W.  Will 

John  W.  Martin 

William  C.Tilden.. 
Elias  Horton,  Jr. . . . 

A.  S.  Burrows 

W.  J.  M'Clure 

Byron  Sutherland. . 
William  G.  Fee  . . . . 

D.  G.  Allen 

Henry  M.  Jones. . . . 
Thompson  Bodle  . . . 
William  H.  Kain . . . 


Gettysburg 

Pittsburg 

Kittanning 

Beaver  

Bedford 

Reading 

Newry 

Towanda  

New  Hope 

Coultersville 

Ebensburg 

Emporium 

Lehighton 

Bellefonte 

AVest  Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield ■••-.., 

Salona , 

Orangeville , 

Meadville 

Mechanicsburg 

Harrisburg 

Media  ...-." 

Early 

Waterford 

Brownsville 

Marionville  

Brown's  Mill 

New  Granada 

Rice's  Landing 

Hubelsville 

Indiana  

Punxsutawny 

Port  Royal  .". 

Lancaster     

New  Castle 

Lebanon  

Allentown 

Shickshinny 

Montoursville 

Smethport 

Mercer 

Kishacoquillas 

Stroudsburg 

Trappe  

Pottsgrove,  North'd  co. 

Mount  Bethel 

Sunbury 

Millerstown 

Dingman's  Ferry 

Couderspor  t 

Port  Carbon 

Selinsgrove 

Glade 

Dushore 

Forest  Lake  Centre  . . . 

Knoxvi  lie 

Mifflinburg 

Petroleum  Centre 

Warren 

Canonsburg  

Prompton 

Salem  Cross  Roads 

Tunkhannoek  

York 


159 
533 

246'  . 

is;; 

210 

408 

134 

375 

254 

219 

189 

28 
120 
203 
343 
177'., 
L58 
126 
179 
3(56 
217 
196 

90 

49 

301% 
227^ 

35 
246 

69  V, 

174  >; 

206 
239 
140 
102 
526 
150 
182 
224 
450 
217 

80},;  | 
271  "l 

99 

128     j 
281 

72 
213     | 
202 
169 

52 
144 
3S3     j 
104 
208% 

61 
27D4 
267)  i! 

84 
219    ! 
171% 

z\ 

320 

93     ; 
345     ! 


$800  00 
3,000  00 
1  000  00 
1,200  00 
1,000  oo 
1,800  00 
1,000  00 
],ooo  00 
1,270  00 
l.iioo  00 
1,000  oo 

800  00 
1,200  00 
1.200  00 
1,500  00 
1,200  (Ml 
1,200  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,716  oo 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,600  00 
1,000  00 
1,200  00 
1,000  00 

800  00 
1,000  00 

800  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1, 000  00 
1,000  00 

800  00 
1,700  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,300  00 
2,000  00 
1,200  09 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 

800  00 
1,000  00 
1,200  00 

800  00 
1,200  00 
1,000  00 

700  00 

800  00 
1,300  00 
2,500  00 

500  00 

850  00 

800  00 
1,200  00 
1,750  00 

800  00 
1,500  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,200  00 
1,500  00 
1,000  00 
1,200  00 
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CITY   AND  BOROUGH  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


CITY  AND  BOROUGH  SUPERINTENDENTS  NOW  IN  COMMISSION. 


city   AND  BOR- 
OUGH. 


Allegheny. 

AlloiltOWIl 

Altoona  . . . 
( !arbondale 
<  'hester. 
Easton  . 
Erie  .... 
Harrisburg 
Hyde  Park 
Lebanon  , 
Lock  Hav 
Meadville 
Norristown 
Pittsburg. 
Pottsville. 
Reading . . 
Scranton  . 
Titusville 
Wilkesbarre 
Williamsport 
York 


POST  OFFICE. 


I  John  Davis 

!  R.  K.  Buehrle 

i  John  Miller 

I  Matthew  <;.  Neary. . 

A.  A.  Meader  ....*... 

W.  W  <  iottingham. . 

i  II.  S.  Jones 

!  Daniel  S.  Burns 

Jeremiah  E.  Hawker 
i  J.  T.  Nitrauer 

A.  N.  Raub 

Geo.  W.  Haskins. . . . 

Joseph  K.  Gotwals. . 

( ico.  J.  Luekey 

Benj.  F.  Patterson  . . 

Thomas  Severn 

Joseph  Roney 

Henry  C.  Bosley. . . . 

Charles  J.  Collins. . . 

M.  N.  Horton 

Win.  H.  Shelley  .... 


Allegheny 
Allentown  . . . 

Altoona  

Carbondale . . . 

<  Ihester 

Easton 

Erie 

Harrisburg  . . . 
Hyde  Park  ... 

Lebanon  

Lock  Haven. . 

Meadville 

Norristown . . . 

Pittsburg 

Pottsville 

Reading . 

Scranton 

Titusville 
Wilkesbarre  . 
Williamsport. 
York 


No.  of 

Schools. 

Salary. 

152 

52,000    (t 

:i 

1,500  00 

23 

1,000  oo 

hi 

200  on 

26 

1,  500  00 

35 

1,700  00 

52 

2,000  00 

50 

1,500  00 

23 

1,500  00 

28 

800  00 

16 

900  oo 

22 

1,800  00 

29 

1,200  00 

187 

3,  000  0» 

38 

1,500  00 

112 

1,200  00 

47 

2,000  00 

13 

2,500  00 

28 

2,  000  00 

47 

2,  000  00 

26 

1,800  00 

/  •'< 
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